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The lust and lilt and lather and emerald breeze and crackle of the
bird-praise and body of spring...
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N. EllenBloom,in pantomime dame’sstringed mobcap,crinoline and
bustle, widow Twankey’s blouse with muttonleg sleeves buttoned
behind, grey mittens and cameo brooch, herhairplaited in a cris-
pine net, appears over the staircase banisters, a slanted candlestick
in her hand and cries out in shrill alarm.

EB. O blessed Redeemer, what have they done to him! My smelling

salts!

N. She hauls up a reef of skirt and ransacks the pouch of her striped
blay petticoat. A phial, an Agnus Dei, a shrivelled potato and a
celluloid doll fall out,

EB. Sacred Heart of Mary, where were you at all, at all?

N. Bloom, mumbling, his eyes downcast, begins to bestow his parcels
in his filled pockets but desists, muttering. A voice, sharply.

V. Poldy!

B. Who?

N. He ducks and wards off a blow clumsily.

B. At your service,

N. He looks up. Beside her mirage of datepalms a handsome woman
in Turkish costume stands before him,.,

Coddl Lle cd y 3 dacll Raladl 28 Jally g L G5 134

N. Mr. Pugh reads, as he forks the shroud meat in, from Lives of the
Great Poisoners. He has bound a plain brown-paper cover round
the book. Slyly, between slow mouthfuls, he sidespies up at Mrs,
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Pugh, poisons her with his eye, then goes onreading. He underlines
certain passages and smiles in secret.

Mrs. P. Persons with manners do not read at table,

N. says Mrs. Pugh. She swallows a digestive tablet as big as a horsepill,
washing it down with clouded peasoup water.

Mrs. P. Some persons were brought up in pigsties.

P. Pigs don't read at table, dear.

N. Bitterly she flicks dust from the broken cruet. It settles on the pie in
a thin gnat-rain.

N 06 L A 0,8 e S0 g Lo sy BN Of 3
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Mr. Pugh minces among bad vats and jeroboams, tiptoes through
spinneys of murdering herbs, agony dancing in his crucibles, and mixes
especially for Mrs. Pugh a venomous porridge unknown to toxicolo-
gists which will scald and viper through her until her ears fall off like
figs.(Thomas)

I shall have you slaughtered and skewered in my stables and enjoy a
slice of you with crisp crackling from the baking tin basted and baked

like sucking pig with rice and lemon or currant sauce. It will hurt you.
(Joyce)

- -

.

Soon it will be time to get up.
Tell me your tasks in order.

I must put my pyjamas in the drawer marked pyjamas.

I must take my cold bath which is good for me. (Thomas)

You will make the beds, get my tub ready, empty the pisspots in the
different rooms. You'll be taught the error of your ways. (Joyce)
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Try your luck on spinning Jenny!
Ten to one bar one!

Sell the monkey, boys! Sell the monkey! I'll give ten to one!
Ten to one bar one! (Joyce)

How's it above? Is there rum and laverbread? Bosoms and robins?
Concertinas? Ebenezer's bell?
Fighting and onions? (Thomas)

ol ¢ et S

I gaveitto Molly

Because she was jolly

The leg of the duck

The leg of the duck. (Joyce)

Boys boys boys

Kiss Gwennie where she says
Or give her a penny.

Go on, Gwennie. (Thomas)
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v « A Place for Love: Under Milk Woeds, from Dylan Thomas and Poetic Dissociation
by David Holbrook, Southern Illinois University Press.
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Second Voice. He intricately rhymes, to the music of crwth and pib-
gorn, all night long in his druid’s seedy nightie in a beer-tent
black with parchs.
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And boskier woods more blithe with spring
' And bright with birds’ adorning,

And sweeter bards than I to sing

Their praise this beauteous morning
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the sloeblack, slow, black, crowblack, fishingboat-bobbing sea...
the webfoot cocklewomen and the tidy wives...
the jollyrodgered sea...

the darkest-before-dawn minutely dew grazed stir of the black, dabfil-
led sea... .

Captain Cat, the retired blind seacaptain, asleep in his bunk in the
seashelled, ship-in-bottled, shipshape best cabin of Schooner House
drecams of

Second Voice. never such seas as any that swamped the decks of his
$.8. Kidwelly bellying cver the bédclothes and jelly fish-
-slippery sucking him down sailt deep into the Davy dark
where the fish come biting out and nibble him down to his
wishbone, and the long drowned nuzzle up to him...

D rrrdpt 3 Ot Y o

— God, he said quietly. Isn’t the sea what Algy calls it: a grey sweet
mother? The snotgreen sea. The scrotumtightening sea. Epi oinopa
ponton. Ah, Dedalus, the Greeks. I must teach you. You mustread
them in the original. Thalatta! Thalatta! She is our great sweet
mother. Come and look...
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Woaodshadows floated silently by through the morning peace from
the stairhead seaward where he gazed. In shore and farther out the
mirror of water whitened, spurred by lightshod hurrying feet. White
breast of the dim sea.... Wavewhite wedded words shimmering on the
dim tide. -

A cloud began to cover the sun slowly, shadowing the bay in
deeper green.Itlay behind him, a bowl of bitter waters...

The flood is following me. I can watch it flow past from here. Get
back then by the Poolbeg road to the strand there. He climbed over the
sedge and eely oarweeds and sat on a stool of rock, resting his ashplant
in a grike...
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Cocklepickers. They waded a little way in the water and, stodping,
soused their bags, and lifting them again, waded ont.

¢ crgeobeSl iy ¢ ity ¢ oldl o Sl st L 18,50 il )
iS A ade Lguals @ onddH) ks oud 3 (L Slals el ¢ 0 g,
s o gl o L 2ST land) LR S 0y 5 ¢ Lo )

By gy haza] o LB B e e ¢ Lgid)

The lust and lilt.and lather and emerald breeze and crackie the bird-
praise and body of spring with its breasts full of rivering May-milk...
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dickybird watching (people in all old photographs in cliché talk
are «watching the dickybird»)

. fishing boat bobbing (all fishing boats bob)

cats... needling

courter’s and rabbits’ wood (all Fleet Street woods are full of
courting couples and rabbits)

dewfalling,

invisible starfall (the night is also «starless»)

snuggeries of babies (woman’s magazine babies are always snug)

wetnosed dogs (actually Thomas with characteristic — and point-
~less — jugglery says «dogs in the wetnosed yards» ).
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starless, bible-black, baving bucking ranches, be moving in the streets,
be in the chill, squat chapel, be in the four-ale, quiet as a domino, be in
Ocky Milkman's loft like a mouse with gloves, in Dai Bread’s bakery
flying like biack four, tonight in|Donkey Street trotting silent, ned-
dying among the snuggeries of babies, be dumbly royally winding
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through the Coronation cherry trees, going throngh the graveyard of
Bethesda with winds gloved and folded, and dew doffed, tumbling by
the Sailors Arms, be slow deep salt and silent black, bandaged night...

Dty o G ghy s O G
Night with his mantle, that is darkand rude
Gan overspreyd...
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Five fathoms out there. Full fathom five thy father lies. Atone he
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said. Found drowned. High water at Dublin Bar. Driving before it a
loose drift of rubble, fanshoals of fishes, silly shells. A corpse rising
saltwhite from the undertow, bobbing landward, a pace a pace a
porpoise. There he is. Hook it quick. Sunk though he be beneath the
watery floor. We have him Easy now.

Bag of corpsegas sopping in foul brine. A quiver of mmnows fat
of a spongy titbit, flash through the slits of his buttoned trouserfly. God
becomes man becomes fish becomes bamacle goose becomes
featherbed mountain,
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First Voice. From where you are you can hear in Cockle Row in the
spring, moonless night, Miss Price, dressmaker and sweetshop-
-keeper, dream of

Second Voice. her lover, tall as the town clock tower, Samson-syrup-
-gold-maned, whacking thighed and piping hot, thunderbolt-
-bass’d and barnacle-breasted, flailing up the cockles with his
eyes like blow lamps and scooping low over lonely loving hotwa-
terbottled body.,

Mr. Edwards. Myfanwy Price!

Miss Price. Mr. Mog Edwards!

Mr. Edwards. 1 ama draper mad with Jove. I love you more than all the
flannelette and calico, candlewick, dimity, crash and merino,
Lussore, cretonne, crepon, muslin, poplin, ticking and twill in the
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whole Cloth Hall of the world. I have come to take vou away to
my Emporium on the hill, where the change hums on wires.
Throw away your little bedsocks and your Welsh wool knitted
jacket, I will warm the sheets like an electric toaster, I will lie by
your side like the Sunday roast.

Miss Price. 1 will knit you a wallet of forget-me-not blue, for the
money to be comfy. I will warm your heart by the fire so that you
can slip it in under your vest when the shop is closed.

Mr. Edwards. Myfanwy, Myfanwy, before the mice gnaw at your
bottom drawer will you say.

Miss Price. Yes, Mog, yes, Mog, ves, yes, yes,

Mr. Edwards. And all the belis of the tills of the town shall ring for our
wedding,

[Noise of money-tills and chapel bells.)
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«Yes and his heart was going like mad and yes I said yes I will yes».

«Syrup-gold-maned» and «whacking thighed» ilis,

«Bronze by gold, Miss Douce’s head... sauntering gold hair... She
bronze, dealing from her jar thick syrup liquor for his lip... and syrup-
ped with her voice... Neatly she poured slowsyrupy sloe... Smack. She
let free sudden in rebound- her nipped elastic garter smackwarm
against her smackable woman’s warmhosed thigh...»
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They wearied James Houghton with their demand for common ze-
phyrs, for red flannel which they would scallop with black worsted, for
black alpacas and bombazines and merinos. He fluffed out his silk-
-striped muslins, his India cotton prints. But the natives shied off as if
he had offered them the poisoned robes of Herakles.
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THE HONOURABLE MRS. MERVYN TABOYS

(In amazoncostume, hard hat, jackboots cockspurred, vermilion
waistcoat, fawn musketeer gauntlets with braided drums, long train
held up and hunting crop with which she strikes her welt constantly).
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¥ [ see the boys of summer
A process in the weather of the heart
The force that throngh the green fuse drives the flower
Especially when the October wind
When, like a running grave
Light breaks where no sun shines
Do yo not father me,
A prief ago
And death shall have no dominion
Then was my neophyte
When all my five and country senses see
We lying by seasand
It is the sinners’ dust-tongued bell
After the funeral
Not from this anger
How shall my animal
Twenty-four years
A refusal to mourn
Poem in October
The Hunchback in the Park
Into her Lying Down Head
D not go gentle
A winter's Tale
On the Marriage of a Virgin
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When I woke

Among those Killed in the Dawn Raid
Fern Hil}

In country sleep

Over Sir John's Hill

Poem on his birthday.
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