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Marshall G. S. Hodgson (Edited, with an Introduction and Conclusion, : &S

by Edmund Burke III) Rethinking World History: Essays on Europe, Islam and
World History (Cambridge 1993)
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“It is impossible to deal with Muhammad and his achievement
without first learning something about the land, the people, the society

and the national tradition into which he was bomn, and which he partly
revolutionized or altered profoundly ...”".
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(1)Francesco Gabrieli, Muhammad and the Conquests of Islam, World University
Library, Italy, 1968.p. 25.
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“It is important to remember the peculiar character of Arab society at
that time...There was absence of any organized administrative or
judicial system such as in modern times we connect with the idea of a
government. Each tribe or clan formed a departed and absolutely
independent body, and this independence extended itself also to the
individual members of the tribe, each of whom recognized the authority,
or leadership of his chief only as being the exponent of a public opinion
which he himself happened to share...”".

(1)Thomas Amold, The spread of Islam in the world, Goodword Books, London, 2003,
p.31.
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"Throughout most of the history of the Roman Republic marriage
transferred a woman from the authority of her father to the authority of
her husband or her husband's father or grandfather, if he were alive. The
senior father was the pater families who had total control over all
members of his family. In theory that control extended even to life and
death, but in reality it was limited to economic matters. The pater
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families owned and controlled all of the family's wealth. Any money or
property a woman possessed at the time of her marriage passed to the
control of the patter families of her new husband's family. When trying
to work out what the lives of Roman women were really like, you should
be at least as critical of ancient sources as you are of modern media
coverage of celebrities. Every type of evidence has to be sifted and
looked at from different angles if we hope to catch the essence of Roman
womer(ll,) and end up with some kind of understanding of their everyday
lives."
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"A man may chastise his wife and beat her for her own correction;
for S}(IE; is of his household, and therefore the lord may chastise his
95(2
own

(1)Suzanne Dixon Roman Women: Following the Clues.

(2)Coul ton, G. G. Medieval Panorama. Cambridge: University

.Press,1938.p.615,617,636. Women at Work in Medieval Europe. Madeleine Pelner
Cosman. New York : Facts on File, 2000. Women and Christianity. Mary T.
Malone. Ottawa : Novalis, 2000. Holy Women of Byzantium: Ten Saints' Lives in
Engish Translation. Byzantine Saints' Lives in Translation, no.1. Edited by Alice-
Mary Talbot. Washington, D.C.: Dumbarton Oaks, 1996. Women's Lives in
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It is known for sure that married men and women had affairs - even
after the emperor Augustus made them illegal. But the Roman orgy is a
modem invention (not even Juvenal thought of such a thing(z)
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Medieval Europe : A Sourcebook. Edited by Emilie Amt. New York : Routledge,
1993. Medieval Women and the Sources of Medieval History. Edited by Joel T.
Rosenthal. Athens : University of Georgia Press, 1990. Medieval Women: A Social
History of Women in England 450 1500. By Henrietta Leyser. New York: St.
Martin's Press, 1995

(1) Lefkowitz, M., and M. Fant. Women's Life in Greece and Rome: A Source Book in
Translation. Baltimore, 1992. MacMullen, R. "Women in Public in the Roman
Empire," Historia 29 (1980) 208-18. Pomeroy, S. B. Goddesses, Whores, Wives,
and Slaves: Women in Classical Antiquity. New York, 1976.

(2) Mary Lefkowitz and Maure, Women's Life in Greece and Rome , (Johns Hopkins,
1992)
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“ Having become disobedient, she Eve was made the cause of death,

both to herself and to the entire human race”.?”
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“You Eve are the devil’s gateway ....you are the first deserter of the
divine law. You are she who persuaded him whom the devil was not
valiant enough to attack. You destroyed so easily God’s image, man. On
account of your desert that is death, even the Son of God had to die”™®.
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(2)( Encarta Cd, Irenaeus.
(2) Schmidt, Ibid, p.41.
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“ We can hardly speak of her without shame™®.

(1) For all the sayings of the prominent Saints, see Karen Armstrong, The Gospel
According to Woman (London: Elm Tree Books, 1986) pp. 52-62. See also Nancy
van Vuuren, The Subversion of Women as Practiced by Churches, Witch-Hunters,
and Other Sexists (Philadelphia: Westminister Press) pp. 28-30

(2) Martin Luther, Lectures on Genesis, Vol | of luther’s Works, trans; George Schick,
ed; Jaroslav Pelikan, St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1958, pp 118-119.
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(1) Arthur Cotterell, From Aristotle to Zoroaster, 1998. Dodgeon M. H., and Lieu S. N.
C., The Roman Eastern Frontiers and the Persian Wars (AD 226-363); A
Documentry History, London (1991), pp. 24, 67, 184, 197 and 307. Sandra Mackey.
The Iranians: Persia, Islam and the Soul of a Nation. Penguin Group, 1996.

(2) First Iranian queen regnant who ruled Iran over Sassanid empire.Persian Journal,
Iran.Sept 2 2005. http: //www.iranian.ws/iran_news/publish/article_

(3) Lawless and Cameron (1994) Studies in Ancient Persia, Thomas Nelson, South

Melboume.
Olmstead, A.T., (1948) History of the Persian Empire, University of Chicago Press,
Chicago. Burn, ARR. (1984) Persia and the Greeks, Duckworth, London.
Dandemaev, M.A. and Lukonin, V.G. (1989) The Culture and Social Institutions of
Ancient Iran, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.
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(1) De Lacy, Ibid, p.20-
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(1) Robert G. Hoyland, Arabia and the Arabs from the bronze age to the coming of
Islam, Routledge, London, 2003,p 115.
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(1) Akram Diya alUmare, Madianan Society at the Time of the Prophet, The
International Institute of Islamic Thought, Virginia, 1991, Vol 1, p. 44. See also:
Francesco Gabrieli, The Arabs A Compact History, Trans: Savator Attanasio,
Greenwood Press, USA, 1957, p. 16.
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(1) Menachem M. Brayer, The Jewish Woman in Rabbinic Literature: A Psychosocial
Perspective (Hoboken, N.J: Ktav Publishing House, 1986) p. 239. Susan W.
Schneider, Jewish and Female (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1984) p. 237. Clara
M. Henning, "Cannon Law and the Battle of the Sexes" in Rosemary R. Ruether,
ed., Religion and Sexism: Images of Woman in the Jewish and Christian Traditions
(New York: Simon and Schuster, 1974) p. 272.
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(1) See; Leonard J. Swidler, Women in Judaism: the Status of Women in Formative
Judaism (Metuchen, N.J: Scarecrow Press, 1976) p. 115. Louis M. Epstein, The
Jewish Marriage Contract (New York: Amo Press, 1973) p. 149
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“In pre-Islamic Arabia the roles of the genders was never explicitly
defined, and varied widely among the numerous tribes. For example, in
the prosperous southern region of the Arabian Peninsula the religious
edicts of Christianity, Judaism and Zoroastrianism held sway among the
Sabians and Himyarites, whereas in cities such as Makkah, the city
where the prophet of Islam, Muhammad, was born, a tribal set of rights
was in place, in particular amongst the Bedouin, which varied from tribe
to tribe. Thus there was no single definition of the roles played, and
rights held, by women prior to the advent of Islam. There were instances
where women held high positions of power and authority; there were
also patterns of homicidal abuse of women, including instances of men
killing female infants considered to be a liability”(2).
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(1) K. Armstrong, The Gospel According to Woman, Em Tree Books, London, 1986,
pp-2-3.
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No Arab — he argued- has offered to his nation more precious

advantages than those I bring you.I offer you happiness in this world and
in the life to come™®,

cielazr Y1y diadl oty Y youdl e dhar i alls 5l g s

Al e (IAEY-AVA0) oy s il G ile gl (g lSENY 3500 il ele 5 (V)
eI sty dabad) Solgetdl B Wl 48 Jls 15y Pl B 3 gell S Slil 3

el aa Il I e Yty e Y OF g il 53,5000

(2) Thomas Amold, Thw spread of Islam in the world, Goodword books, India, 2003,
p- 13.
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“....in fact the emancipation of women was dear to the Prophet's
heart. We must remember what life had been like for women in the pre-
Islamic period when female infanticide was the norm and when women
had no rights at all. Like slaves, women were treated as an inferior
species, who had no legal existence. In such a primitive world, the very
idea that a woman could be a witness or could inherit anything in her
own right was astonishing. We must recall that in Christian Europe,
women had to wait until the nineteenth century before they had anything
similar: even then, the law remained heavily weighted towards men”"”
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(1) Deniz Kandiyoti, "Women, Islam and the State”, Middle East Report, No. 173,
Gender and Politics. (Nov. Dec., 1991), pp. 9-14. John Esposito, ‘‘Islam: The
Straight Path, p.99, 3rd Edition. Oxford University Press, 2005. Fatima Mermnissi,
Women in Muslim History: Traditional Perspectives and New Strategies, From
Women's Rebellion and Islamic Memory 1996 Zed Books, Ltd
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“It is true that Islam is still, in many ways, a man’s religion. But |
think I’ve found evidence in some of the early sources that seems to
show that Muhammad made things better for women. It appears that in
some parts of Arabia, notably in Mecca, a matrilineal system was in the
process of being replaced by a patrilineal one at the time of Muhammad.
Growing prosperity caused by a shifting of trade routes was
accompanied by a growth in individualism. Men were amassing
considerable personal wealth and wanted to be sure that this would be
inherited by their own actual sons, and not simply by an extended family
of their sisters’ sons. This led to a deterioration in the rights of women.
At the time Islam began, the conditions of women were terrible - they
had no right to own property, were supposed to be the property of the
man, and if the man died everything went to his sons. Muhammad
improved things quite a lot. By instituting rights of property ownership,
inheritance, education and divorce, he gave women certain basic
safeguards. Set in such historical context the Prophet can be seen as a
figure who testified on behalf of women’s rights”.*
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(2) Interview: Wllham Montgomery Watt, The Coracle, the lona Community, summer
2000, issue 3: 51, pp. 8-11
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“ The first decades of Islam, as we have seen, are very eloquent on
women's contribution at that time and produce models of femininity like
the active businesswoman Khadija, or the first shari'a-maker A'isha, the
Prophet's third wife, or women who exercised political power within
Muslim civilization. Data on women in the first decades of Islam are
vital since conservative regimes and fundamentalists base their policies
on women in Muslim tradition. Sakina Shihabi's editing of the comments
of Imam Ibn 'Asakir's special volume on women, Tarikh Dimashq
(History of Damascus), is probably one of the best examples of this
research. This text contains 196 biographies of famous Muslim women
who either lived in or visited Damascus and it gave Ibn 'Asakir an
opportunity to summarize all existing data until his time (12th century
AD) on some of the most active and forceful women of our civilization.
The volume on women is the last of an 80-volume history of Damascus,
the editing of which Sakina Shihabi made her life's work. She carried out
what is called in Arabic tahqiq (literally 'investigation’) which means
that she did extensive background research so that the modem reader
could identify, by a simple glance at the reference at the bottom of the
page, all names and events quoted. She explains her motives, since most
of the rest of the volumes are still in manuscript form, for prioritizing the
text on women: 'I preferred to bring alive Imam Ibn 'Asakir's volume on
women... because it highlights a dimension of our Muslim civilization
which is still totally obscure, that concerning women'. She summarizes
the importance of the work by saying that Ibn 'Asakir's women 'make

vibrant five centuries of the political, social, literary and religious life of
our civilization”(1)

(1) Fatima Mernissi, Women in Muslim History: Traditional Perspectives and New
Strategies, From Women's Rebellion and Islamic Memory. 1996 Zed Books, Ltd
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(1) Dobbs, D. 3.1996 "Family Matters: Aristotle's Appreciation of Women and the
Plural Structure of Society" American Political Science Review Volume 90,
Number 1, March 1996

(2) http: //'www.al-watan.com/Data/20051 128/index.asp?content=culture
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“In the Middle East, the treatment of women provided Europeans
with an excuse to declare the inferiority of Muslims and their religion,

and also justification for Europe’s imperialist and colonialist policies

and practices”.(")
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“ The study of women in Islam and Muslim society is complex,
reflecting the diverse and varied realities of Muslim women and Muslim
societies throughout the ages. Alongside ideals embodied in the Qur'an
and the traditions (hadith) of Muhammad, one must look at the actual
condition of Muslim women in diverse time periods and sociohistorical
contexts. The status of women in Islam was profoundly affected not only
by the fact that Islamic belief interacted with and was informed by
diverse cultures, but also, and of equal importance, that the primary

(1) Wiebke Walther,In Islam Women From Medieval To Modern Times, Markus
Wiener Publishing New York, 1993, p. 8.
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Amira El Azhary Sonbol, Women, the Family,and Divorce Laws in Islam in History,
Syracuse University Prss, New York, 1996, p. 34.
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intepreters of Islamic law and tradition were men (religious scholars or
ulama) from those cultures”.(1)
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(1) Yvonne Haddad and John Esposito. Islam, Gender, and Social Change, Published
1998. Oxford University Press. pp.163
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"Slavery is a social-economic system under which certain persons —
known as slaves — are deprived of their personal freedom and
compelled to provide their labour or services. The term also refers to the
status or condition of those persons, who are treated as the property of
another person or household. Slaves are held against their will from the
time of their capture, purchase, or birth, and are deprived of the right to
leave, to refuse to work, or to receive compensation in return for their
labour. As such, slavery is one form of unfree labour"®
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The institution of slavery could be found in socicties as diverse as
ancient Assyria, Babylonia, China, Egypt, India, Persia, and
Mesopotamia; in classical Greece and Rome; in Africa, the Islamic
world and among the New World Indians. At the time of Christ, there
were probably between two and three million slaves in Italy, making up
35 to 40 percent of the population.
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(1) http: //en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery
(2) Britanica Cd, Slavery.
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(1) Andrew Wallace-Hadrill, Roman Empire: The Paradox of Power,
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“ He had been crulley tortured by being exposed, day after day, to the
scorching rays of the sun, stretched out on his back, with enormous stone
on his stomach... After his conversion he expended the greater part of his
fortune on the purchase of Muslim slaves who were persecuted by their
masters on account of their adherence to the teaching of Muhammad”®".
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"The extinction of race consciousness as between Muslims is one of the
outstanding achievements of Islam, and in the contemporary world there is,
as it happens, a crying need for the propagation of this Islamic virtue."®.
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(3) A.J. Toynbee, CIVILIZATION ON TRIAL, New York, 1948, p. 205
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Qur'anic legislation, subsequently confirmed and elaborated in the
Holy Law, brought two major changes to ancient slavery which were to
have far-reaching effects. One of these was the presumption of freedom,;
the other, the ban on the enslavement of free persons except in strictly
defined circumstances®.
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“ Within Islamic jurisprudence, slaves are able to occupy any office
within the Islamic government, and instances of this in history include
the Mamluk who ruled Egypt for almost 260 years and the Eunuchs
(castrated human male) who have held military and administrative
positions of note. They are also able to marry, own property, and lead
the Muslim congregational prayers (the five daily ritual

prayers)...slavery would be theoretically abolished with the expansion of
Islam. Islam's reforms seriously limited the supply of new slaves....""

&‘;,J\a»‘_j-rwbsu|w Gu\uujﬂjoﬂats,_
015 Jo13 6555 S T« 280 T 6" 1 5 el U5 o sl pad
Jo Y V5555 Jo 1amd) V52 emil o 00 0 VYT 2015 250
" 5B 5T Je 5509555
o;,ﬂwispk_jrguﬂtﬂbwﬁg\zﬁdnhgﬂi&;\.\s,
ol el s Tolanl g G Gan lE Ol e

L Al G Aslazr V3Ll dah e o ladl o ool i)
Lo Sl gy el o ¢ Gl el e Wl OIS 5 (L yb Uy 3
D iealal slisd) Olgal cgre dydadl O 5. 0lS 5 5f Sl )b
Cal BBy i e dazell cBU ) Bl el TR oo b ogiey

v\ 3
k.. \
—V‘\

——\\\

(1) Esposito, John (1998). Islam: The Straight Path. Oxford Untversity Press.
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...” We must study the history of Atlantic slavery and expose this great
shame in the history of the Western world and the Americas north and
south in all its horror. This is a task which falls upon us as Westerners,
and in which others may and should and do join us. In contrast, however,
even to mention - let alone discuss or explore - the existence of slavery in
non-Western societies is denounced as evidence of racism and of
impernialistic designs. The same applies to other delicate topics as
polygamy, autocracy, and the like. The range of taboos is very wide’."
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“The hostility of the Quraysh to the new faith increased in the
bitterness as they watched the increase in the numbers of its adherents.
They relaised that the triumph of the new teaching meant the destruction
of the national religion and the national worship, and a loss of wealth
and powerto the guardians of the sacred Ka’bah.....the poor who had no

protector, and the slaves had to endure the cruelest persucation, and were
imprisoned and tortured in order to induce them to recant .
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“Again, the equality in Islam of all believers and the common
brotherhood of all Muslims, which suffered no distinctions between
Arab and non- Ara, between free and slave, to exist among the faithful,
was an idea that ran directly counter to the proud clan-feeling of the
Arab.....indeed, the fundementa principles in the teaching of

Muhammad were a ;)rotest against much that the Arabs had hitherto
most highly valued’®.
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“ Social justice was therefore the crucial virtue of Islam. Muslims
were commanded as their first duty to build a community (ummah)
characterized by practical compassion, in which there was a fair
distribution of wealth...”"
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(1) Karen Armstrong, Islam a short history, ibid,p. 6.
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" Muhammad iS the spark fallen from heaven to set alight the
apparently, unnoticeable sand of the Arabian desert, to gather together
the poor Bedouin tribes into a unity of irresistible power, the sand proves
explosive powder, blazes heaven high from Delhi to Grenada™®,
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(1) Francesco Gabrieli, Muhammad and the Conquests of Islam, World University
Library, Italy, 1968. p.17.
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¢ This tax was not imposed on the Christians as some would us think,
as a penalty for their refusal to accept the Muslim faith, but was paid by
them by common with the other dhimmis or non- Muslim subjects of the
state whose religion precluded them from serving in the army, in return
for the protection secured for them by the arms of the Muslamans™®.
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“ Muhammad himself had entered into treaty with several Christian
tribes, promising them his protection and guraranteeing them the free of
their religion and to their clergy undisturbed enjoyment of their old
rights and authority”®
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“ There was an entire absence of any organized administrative or
Judicial system such as in modern times we connect with the idea of a
government. Each tribe or clan formed a separate and absolutely
independent body. And this independence extended itself also to the
indivual members of the tribe, each of whome recognized the authority
or leadership of his chief only as being the exponent of a public opinion
which he himself happened to share....”®.
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(2) Amold, ibid, p. 31.
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It is important to remember the peculiar character of Arab society

at that time...There was absence of any organized administrative or
judicial system such as in modern times we connect with the idea of a
government. Each tribe or clan formed a deparated and absouletly
independent body, and this independence extended itself also to the
individual members of the tribe, each of whom recognized the authority,
or leadership of his chief only as being the exponent of a public opinion

7. .which he himself happened to share
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Arthur Glyn Leonard in 'Islam, Her Moral and Spiritual Values' said:
“..Arabia that had never before obeyed one prince, suddenly exhibits a
political unity and swears allegiance to the will of an absolute ruler...”®.
It was the genius of Muhammad, the spirit that he breathed into the
Arabs through the soul of Islam that exalted them. That raised them out
of the lethargy and low level of tribal stagnation up to the high
watermark of national unity and empire. It was in the sublimity of
Muhammad's deism, the simplicity, the sobriety and purity it inculcated
the fidelity of its founder to his own tenets, that acted on their moral and
intellectual fiber with all the magnetism of true inspiration.
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(1) Thomas Amold, The spread of Islam in the world, Goodword Books, London,
2003, p.31.
(2) Amold, ibid, pp. 32-33.
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(1) Armstrong, Karen. Muhammad: A Biography of the Prophet. Harper: SanFrancisco,
1992,
3. Andrae, Tor. Mohammed: the Man and His Faith. Translated from German by
Theophil Menzel, New York, N.Y: Bamnes and Noble, 1957. Kelly, Marjorie. Islam.
The Religious and Political Life of a World Community. New York: Praegers
Publishers,1984.
10. Lewis, Bernard. "Gibbon on Muhammad". In Daedalus, vol.105, no.3 (summer
1976): Pp.89-101. Peters, F E. Muhammad and the origins of Islam. Albany, New
York: State University of New York Press,1994. Schimmel, Annmarie. And
Muhammad is His Messenger. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press,
1985. Watt, William Montgomery. Muhammad: Prophet and Statesman. London:
Oxford University Press, 1961
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(1) Joseph Frankel, International Relations in a Changing World, Oxford University
Press, 1988,p. 93
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*“ These stupendous conquests which laid the foundations of the Arab
empire, were certainly not the outcome of a holy war, waged for the
propagation of Islam’'".
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(1) Amold, ibid, p. 46.
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" He also had to deal with Meccan, where Abu sUfyan now directed
the campaign against him and had launched two major offencives

against the Muslims in Medina. His object was not simply to defeat the
Ummah in one battle but to annihilate all the Muslims’‘®.
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(2) Karen Armsrong, Islam, p. 17.
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“ The struggle did not indicate any hostility towards Jews in general,
but only towards the three rebel tribes. The Quran continued to revere
Jewish prophets and to urge Muslims to respect the People of the Book.

Smaller Jewish groups continued to live in Medina and later like
Christians enjoyed full religious liberity in the Islamic empires’(l).
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(1) Armstrong, Islam,p.18.
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¢ Awas and Khazraj were engaged in a bloody conflict with one
another. The jewish clans had become involved in their struggle, Nadir

and Qurayzah supporting Aws, while (%aynuqa was allied to
Khazraj...Everbody was exhausted by vilonce’'".
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(1) Karen Armstrong, p.103.
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"This is why the God of vengeance, who alone is all-powerful, and
changes the empire of mortals as He will, giving it to whomsoever He
will, and uplifting the humble beholding the wickedness of the Romans
who throughout their dominions, cruelly plundered our churches and our
monasteries and condemned us without pity, brought from the region of
the south the sons of Ishmael, to deliver us through them from the hands
of the Romans. And if in truth we have suffered some loss, because the
Catholic churches, that had been taken away from us and given to the
Chalcedonians, remained in their possession; for when the cities
submitted to the Arabs, they assigned to each denomination the churches
which they found it to be in possession of (and at that time the great
churches of Emessa and that of Harran had been taken away from us);
nevertheless it was no slight advantage for us to be delivered from the
cruelty of the Romans, their wickedness, their wrath and cruel zeal
against us, and to find ourselves at peace’"..
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(1) Michael the Elder, vol,2pp.412-13. chronicon Ecclesiasticum, ed.J.B Abbeloos et
Lamy,p.474.
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....In fact they may generally be traced either to popular
indignation exicted by the harsh and insolent behaviour of Christian
officials...the government acts of oppression that were contrary to the
general spirit of Muslim rule”".
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“I think we need to recover the depth, the subtlety, the generosity of

imagination, the respect for wisdom that so marked Islam in its great

ages.... Islam called Jews and Christians the peoples of the book,

because they, like Muslims, are a part of a religion of sacred texts."","
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(1) Mark R. Cohen, Under Crescent and Cross. The Jews in the Middle Ages.The
Jewish Quarterly Review, New Ser., Vol. 88, No. 1/2 (Jul. Oct., 1997), pp. 76-78
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(2) Bernard Lewis, The Jews of Islam (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University
Press), 4-9
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“Jewish communities in Anatolia flourished and continued to
prosper through the Turkish conquest. When the Ottomans captured
Bursa in 1324 and made it their capital, they found a Jewish community
oppressed under Byzantine rule. The Jews welcomed the Ottomans as
saviors. Sultan Orhan gave them permission to build the Etz ha-Hayyim
(Tree of Life) synagogue which remained in service until 50 years ago.
Early in the 14th century, when the Ottomans had established their
capital at Edime, Jews from Europe, including Karaites, migrated
there”®),
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(1) Mark Alan Epstein, "The Ottoman Jewish Communities and their role in the 15th
and 16th centuries, K. Schwarz (1980). Stanford J. Shaw, Turkey and the
Holocaust: Turkey's Role in Rescuing Turkish and European Jewry from Nazi
Persecution, 1933-1945, New York University Press; Reprint edition (November
17, 2006)
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"Muhammad, the inspired man who founded Islam, was born about
A.D. 570 into an Arabian tribe that worshipped idols. Orphaned at birth,
he was always particularly solicitous of the poor and needy, the widow
and the orphan, the slave and the downtrodden. At twenty, he was
already a successful businessman, and soon became director of camel
caravans for a wealthy widow. When he reached twenty-five, his
employer, recognizing his merit, proposed marriage. Even though she
was fifteen years older, he married her, and as long as she lived,
remained a devoted husband. "Like almost every major prophet before
him, Muhammad fought shy of serving as the transmitter of God's word,
sensing his own inadequacy. But the angel commanded 'Read.' So far as
we know, Muhammad was unable to read or write, but he began to
dictate those inspired words which would soon revolutionize a large
segment of the earth: 'There is one God.' "In all things Muhammad was
profoundly practical. When his beloved son Ibrahim died, an eclipse
occurred, and rumours of God's personal condolence quickly arose.
Whereupon Muhammad is said to have announced, 'An eclipse is a
phenomenon of nature. It is foolish to attribute such things to the death
or birth of a human being. "At Muhammad's own death an attempt was
made to deify him, but the man who was to become his administrative
successor killed the hysteria with one of the noblest speeches in religious
history: 'If there are any among you who worshipped Muhammad, he is
dead. But if it is God you worshipped, He lives forever." M
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"During the reign of Caliph Al-Mamun (813-33 A.D.), the new
learning reached its climax. The monarch created in Baghdad a regular
school for translation. It was equipped with a library, one of the translators
there was Hunayn Ibn Ishaq (809-77) a particularly gifted philosopher and
physician of wide erudition, the dominating figure of this century of
translators. We know from his own recently published Memoir that he
translated practically the whole immense corpus of Galenic
writings....Besides the translation of Greek works and their extracts, the
translators made manuals of which one form, that of the 'pandects, is
typical of the period of Arabic learning. These are recapitulations of the
whole medicine, discussing the affections of the body, systematically
beginning at the head and working down to the feet."")
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"Looking back we may say that Islamic medicine and science
reflected the light of the Hellenic sun, when its day had fled, and that
they shone like a moon, illuminating the darkest night of the European
middle Ages; that some bright stars lent their own light, and that moon
and stars alike faded at the dawn of a new day - the Renaissance. Since
they had their share in the direction and introduction of that great
movement, it may reasonably be claimed that they are with us yet.""
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He had achieved a great deal. To the pagan peoples of western Arabia
he had brought a new religion which, with its monotheism and its ethical
doctrines, stood on an incomparably higher level than the paganism it
replaced. He had provided that religion with a revelation which was to
become in the centuries to follow the guide to thought and count of
countless millions of Believers. But he had done more than that; he had
established a community and a well organized and armed state, the power
and prestige of which made it a dominant factor in Arabia.... The modem
historian will not readily believe that so great and significant a movement
was started by a self-seeking imposter. Nor will he be satisfied with a
purely supernatural explanation, whether it postulates aid of divine of
diabolical origin; rather, like Gibbon, will he seek 'with becoming
submission, to ask not indeed what were the first, but what were the
secondary causes of the rapid growth' of the new faith..."
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‘ As a paradigmatic personality, Muhammad has important lessons,
not only for Muslims but also for Westemns people. His life was a jihad;
this word does not mean holy war, it means struggle. Muhammad
literally sweated with effort to bring peace to war-torn Arabia, and we
need people who are prepared to do this today. His life was a tirless
campaign against greed, injustice and arrogance. He realized that Arabia
was a turning point and that the old way of thinking would no longer
suffice, so he wrote himself out in the creative effort to evolve an
entirely new selution. We entered another era of histoy on Septmber 11,
and must strive with equal intensity to develop a different outlook!”.
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(1) Karen Armdtrong, ibid, p. 19.
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(1) E. Krentz, The Historical Critical Method, Fortress Press, Carlisle, 1992, p. 126.

(2) Britanica Encyclopedia. 1999. Inc CD-Rom. Judaism.
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“ Welcoming gay and lesbian families into the synagogue will
strengthen all our families, by bringing the exiles home and by reuniting
children, parents and siblings who have been forced to keep their
partners and innermost lives hidden. Kelal Yisrael is strengthened when
we affirm that there can be more than one way to participate in the
Covenant™®.
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(1) Encarta Encyclopedia 97 CD, Biblical Scholarship.
(2) Ian Silver, Homosexuality And Judaism, www.betham.org/kulanu/iansilver. html.
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“As a Conservative Jew, I believe that halakha (=normative Jewish
law) is binding. The Conservative Movement, however, understands the
traditional halakhic sources (Bible, Talmud, etc.) as products of different
historical ages-which are often very different from our own age!
Deciding what is halakhically permissible is not only a matter of reading
the texts, but also understanding the social/cultural contexts in which
they developed".?)
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(1) The Encyclopedia Of Religion, New York: Mircea, 1986. vol 4,.p. 63. See also:
Jacob Neusner, Judaism in Modern Times, USA; Blackwell Publishers, 1995, p. 99.

(2) Michelle Kwitkin, quoted by: Ian Silver, Homosexuality And Judaism, http:
//www .betham.org/kulanw/iansilver.html.
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“Homosexuality destroys the individual's ability for ontological
fulfillment in the halakhic world.... frustrates the divine intent of
procreation; undermines the family; and is biologically and anatomically
unnatural.... Homosexuals should be viewed as patients rather than
criminals. As a result, psychological assistance must be extended to
those who cannot avoid homosexual desire”.
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(1) Samuel Sandmel, A Jewish Understanding of the New Testament, Cincinati;
Hebrew Union College 1957. p. 128. Marcus J. Borg, Marcus J. "Meeting Jesus
Again for the First Time: The Historical Jesus and the Heart of Contemporary
Faith," Harper Collins, (1994). R.E. Friedman, "Who Wrote the Bible?" Harper;
San Francisco, (1987).
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"...There are at least two important things to keep in mind when
reading the Bible. First, you must always consider its context. In order to
understand any writing (whether it be a letter, a speech, or even the
Bible) it is necessary to understand its background. Think about who is
speaking, to whom it is addressed, why it written, and what the culture
was like. In the case of Scripture, the cultural and social context of
Biblical times was very different from our own".®
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(1) Jason Knisley, The Biblical and Talmudic Positions on Homosexuality, http:
/lwww .betham.org/kulanu/iansilver.html.

(2) Homosexuality and the Bible: Good News or Bad New. METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH OF TORONTO INFO SHEET: October 21, 2002
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“It is attempting to destroy the definition of marriage as being
between one man and one woman. If homosexuals are successful in that
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effort, then marriage will lose its meaning. If it is not exclusively
between one man and one woman, then any combination of temporary
relationships could qualify, such as two men and three women.
Polygamy itself would be legal. In short, if marriage means everything,
then it ultimately means nothing. Second, homosexual activists have
targeted children and youth with the objective of capturing their hearts
and minds. Our public schools in California and Massachusetts, in
particular, appear to be moving relentlessly in that direction. In some
curricula, children are taught that homosexual behavior is acceptable and
normal and that moral perspectives are hate-filled and bigoted. We must
be diligent to oppose those initiatives’").
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“Historians and social scientists have documented many instances in
different societies at various times of what they term "moral panic”.
These moments of crisis in what are perceived as deeply rooted and
firmly held cultural and social values have often occurred in periods of
transition and rapid social change. The extent to which such crises
accurately reflect changing circumstances is questionable, since they
often appear to be part of a response to change rather than an instigator
of it. However, it is clear that many countries and communities at the
present time sense their social and cultural values to be under threat from
a diverse range of social, economic and political changes that appear
both interconnected and global in their spread”®..

(1) The Family in Crisis;United States Census, 2000, http: //www unityinchrist.com/
christiangrowth/family.htm
(2) Is There a Crisis in the Family, UN Research.



“We have sensed for a long time that the traditional family is in
serious trouble, and the recent Census revealed just how dire the
situation has become. The alarming results show that households headed
by unmarried partners (most of them involving people living together out
of wedlock) grew by almost 72 percent during the past decade.
Households headed by single mothers or fathers increased by 25 percent
and 62 percent respectively, and for the first time ever, nuclear families
dropped below 25 percent of households. Thirty-three percent of all babies
were bom to unmarried women, compared to only 3.8 percent in 1940.
Other studies show that cohabitation increased by close to 1,000 percent
from 1960 to 1998, and that households headed by same-sex couples are
soaring. We are also seeing a growing number of unmarried women in
their 20s and 30s who are choosing to bear and raise children alone”®).
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(1) James Dobson, http: //www .unityinchrist.com/christiangrowth/family.htm.
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“ I have always held the religion of Muhammad in high estimation
because of its wonderful vitality. It is the only religion which appears to
me to possess that assimilating capacity to the changing phase of
existence which can make itself appeal to every age. I have studied him -
the wonderful man and in my opinion far from being an anti-Christ, he
must be called the Saviour of Humanity. I believe that if a man like him
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were to assume the dictatorship of the moderm world, he would succeed
in solving its problems in a way that would bring it the much needed
peace and happiness: I have prophesied about the faith of Muhammad
that it would be acceptable to the Europe of tomorrow as it is beginning
to be acceptable to the Europe of today”(l)
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(1) George Bernard Shaw, The Genuine Islam, Singapore, Vol. 1, No. 8, 1936.
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But Islam has a still further service to render to the cause of
humanity. It stands after all nearer to the real East than Europe does, and
it possesses a magnificent tradition of inter-racial understanding and
cooperation. No other society has such a record of success uniting in an
equality of status, of opportunity, and of endeavours so many and so
various races of mankind... Islam has still the power to reconcile
apparently irreconcilable elements of race and tradition. If ever the
opposition of the great societies of East and West is to be replaced by
cooperation, the mediation of Islam is an indispensable condition. In its

Y o Yz eGilo g o 2SN Ok i J1 1 (V)
(2) W. Montgomery Watt, ISLAM AND CHRISTIANITY TODAY, London, 1983, p.ix.
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hands lies very largely the solution of the problem with which Europe is
faced in its relation with East. If they unite, the hope of a peaceful issue
is immeasurably enhanced. But if Europe, by rejecting the cooperation

of Islam, throws it into the arms of its rivals, the issue can only be
disastrous for both®".
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“The row over cartoons of the Prophet Muhammad showed "the
danger... of our failure to listen and to respect" others' views.... I look
forward to a world in which we share a vision that acknowledges our
differences with respect and understanding, that recognises what others
hold sacred, and to a world in which we see that we cannot and must not
abuse our great traditions and their teachings as a weapon in the service
of selfish worldly power.""
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* As a paradigmatic personality, Muhammad has important lessons,
not only for Muslims, but also for Western people....Muhammad
literally sweated with the effort to bring peace to war-torn Arabia, and
we need people who are prepared to do this today’."
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(1) Armstrong.ibid, Muhammad, p.19.
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“The world problems could be resolve by following Islamic
teachings, as Islam is a religion of peace and brotherhood”.
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