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et 1a plus détaillée qu’aucun enseig-
nement pratique n’ait jamais fournie:
mais, sous cet édifice colossale, nous
le voyons jeter les assises les plus
solides de 1a connaissance théorique.
Posez-lui par exemple la question
suivante Sur quel fondement
repose la loi du devoir Koranique,
dans quelle source puise-t-elle son
autorité ? Il vous répondra que la
distinction du bien et du mal, avant
d’étre une législation céleste, est une
révélation intérieure, inscrite dans
I’Ame humaine; qu’en derniére analyse
la vertu tient som ascendant de sa
propre nature et de sa valeur intrin-
séque; et qu’ainsi Raison et Révéla-
tion ne sont qu’une double lumiére
révélatrice d’un méme objet, une
double traduction d’une seule et
méme réalité orgininelle, enracinée
dans le found des choses,

Interrogez-le ensuite sur les
caractéres de cette loi et 1'étendue
de son pouvoir. Il vous dira que
c’est une loi universelle et éternelle,
qui assure 4 ’humanité ses légitims
aspirations, mais qui s’oppose caté-
goriquement a ses appétits capri-
cieux ‘et arbitraires.

Interrogez-le en outre sur la
responsabilité humaine, ses conditi-
tions et ses limites ; sur le moyen
efficace d’acquérir 14 vertu ; sur le

principe supérieur qui doit déter-
miner la volonté a agir, ou sur
n'importe quel principe général
qu'un moraliste conscient de sem
ceuvre ne peut se passer de s’en faire
une idée. Vous y trouverez i chaque
question une formule précise et
tranchante qui s’impose comme
I'unique réponse, propre a rallier
les consciences les plus éveillées et
les plus équilibrées, '

Et ce qui achéve de capter notre
admiration, c’est de voir avec quel
contraste frappant les réponses & ces
questions ce présenient dans le Kor’an
et ailleurs. Eh bien | Tandis que,
sous 1a lumiére instantanée du Kor’an,
ces vérités fondamentales sont mises
définitivement au jour depuis bientdt
quatorze siécles, les pensées les plus
laborieuses qui les recherchent en
dehors de cette lumiére procédent
encore par titonmement, n’en découv-
rent quelques fragments qu’a de
trés longues échéances, et non sans
tomber le plus souvent dans des
erreurs grossiéres.

Corrigé
par
IBRAHIM M- EL AssilL

Révisé et choisi
par
Dr. AFiry ABDUL - FATTAH
 ( suite )
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simple, 1’autre en une conviction
proionde, arissante et entrainante—
toujours est-il que la philorophie
dans sa partie 1a plus élevée et la
religion :o0us toutes ses formes ont
un double objet commun: résoudre
le probléme de [’existence, son
orizine et sa destinée, et définir la
maniére d’agir la plus sage et la
plus propre a procurer le boneur.

Mais. ce qui démontre mieux
’affinité de la matiére Koranique
en paticulier avec celle de la
phitesophie, c’est q i’en exposant sa
doctrine sur 1a vé-ité et la vertu,
le Kor’an non seulement en appelle
to jours au ben sens, incite constam-
ment a 'a réflexion et a la médita-
tion, mais i! entreprend lui-méme de
pro.ver et de justifier ce q.’il
avance. Bien plus ! la niture de ses
arg.ments et la maniére dont il
administre 1a preuve son choisis de
telle fagcen qu’elles cenva nquent
les phito:op™es les plus subtils, les
loziciens les plus rigoureux, en
méme temps qu’elles satisfont les
exigences les plus réulistes, les
goits prétiques les plus raffinés,
les intnit:ons les plue ordinaires.
Il ne sufiit donc pas dire que le
Kor'sn ne conjamne pas la vraie
philorop1ie, fille de la réflexion
miire et amoureuse de la certitude.
Il ne sulfit méme pas de dire qu’il
'autorise ou qu’il V’encourrge ou qu’il
se préte volontiers a son examen

impartial, 11 faut ajouter qu’il I’alime-
nte d’une abondante matiére en sujets
et en arguments.

Le Kor’an, certes, ne nous pré-
sente pas ces vérités fondamentales
réunies sous la forme d"n sysiéme
unifié. Mais, 3 défaut d’un tel sys-
téme tout fait, n'existe-t-il pas dans
ce Livre tous les éléments nécessaires
et sufiisants pour le construire?

Que le Kor’.n contienne fous les
&léments fondamentaux de la philoso-
phie religieuse : origine et destnée
de I'homme et du monde, principes
de cause et de fin, notions d’ame,
de Dieu etc,. cela ne nous pa-ait
point doufeux, et le développement
d’un tel tujet mériterait qu’on lui
consacrit un travail indépendant,

Mais que ce Livre se foit pro-
noncé en méme temps sur les fond-
ements de la théorie morale, voild
la premiére q:.estion q.e nous nous
sommes posée dans la présente étude,
et A laquelle nous avens consacré le
plus gros de notre effort.

Et nous croyons étre en mesure
d’annoncer, dés & présent, qu’a la
question ainsi posée, nous avons
trouvé une réponse claire, pleinement
affirmative. '

Le Kor’an ne se contente pas, en
effet, d’avoir posé la régle de la
conduite de 1a facon la plus étendue
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“La Morale du Kordn’

Par

Dr. MoHAMMAD ABDULLAH Draz

(4)

—La philosophie, au sens usuel
du mot, est 1';cuvre d’une peﬁsée
discursive, appuyée suar les seules
jumiérs naturelles, et ol 1’on paste
dun jugement & [Pautre avec une
certaine méthode. pour arriver a éta-
blir un systéme caphble d’expl quer
les choses en général ou un certain
ordre de choses, Or il est évident
qg.e cet effort intellectuel et cette
démarche progressive ne cadrent pas
avec la lumiére d’une révélat:on
qui, sans recherche ni attente, inon le,
1’Ame et lui fournit instantinément
un bloc de connaissances dans les-
q.elles les prémisses ne précédent
pas la conclusion, ni ’antécédent le
conséquent,

Le Kor’an n’est donc pas une
ccuvre philosophique, en ce sens
quil n’est pas le produit d'une
philosopiie et n’utilise pas les
procéiés d‘acquisition philosophique,
Ajoutez qu'il ne suit pas non plus
les procédés didactiques des philo-
sophes. A leur méthode rationnelle

d’exposer  ( diéinition, - division,
argumentatton, obiections et reponses)
qui est d’une conésion incontestable,
mais qui n’affecte qu’un seul coté
de 1’'dme, sa partie intellectuelle, le
Kor’an substitue sa méthode 3 lui.
S’a‘dressant 4 1’dme tout entiére, il
i fournit une nourriture compiéte,

oi la raison et le coeur ont leur
part ézale,

Ainsi I’en-eignement Koranique
et I’en:eiznement philosopl'q.e se
sépartent tant A leurs sources qu’a
luers métho les, Fn est-il de méme
de leur objet et de leur but ?

L’'admettre, ce serait proclamer,
sciemment ou inconsciemment que le
Kor’an n'est pas un livre de religion.
Car, quelles que puissent &tre leurs
ditiérences — que I’'une premne sa
source dans le titonnement de la
raison, I'autre dans ia pleine lumiére
de la révélation, ou que toutes les
deux se laissent guider parfois par

| le mirage de I'imagination; que
‘Pune consistt en un savoir pur et
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FASTING IN ISLAM

By : IBRAHIM

-M- EL-ASSIL

(Islamic Research Academi)

“0 you who believe! Fasting is
enjoined on you, as it was enjoined
on those before you, that you may
ward off (evil)”.(2:183).

Fasting, the third of the five
pillars of Islam, is of profound sig-
nificance to Muslims all over the
world. To regard it as a mere in-
junction ordained by God for Mus-
lims to obey, will be to minimize
its overwheming blessing. It has in
itself its own vitality, which is
revealed only to the person who
undergoes the exercise and expe-
rience of the fast, In its every part,
fasting is never void of its quintes-
sence which amply bespeak its
greatness as a divine erdinance.

~ The universality and the purpose
of fasting are stated and stressed in
unequivocal terms in the Holy Qur’an
as' mentioned in preceded verse,

The institution of fasting is not
peculiar to Islam,. Before the advent
of Islam, fasting, was practised for
the atonement of sins or for the
attainment of salvation, when a man

committed any transgression, he felt
that he had incurred the warth of
his deity, whom he wanted o pro-
pitiate by abstaining from food.

Fasting, them, was one of the
methods of self-immolation. The an-
cients realized well that surfeiting
prevents man from making spiritual
headway, so that he becomes a slave
to his Carnal desires. So we find
fasting to be an important part of
all divine religions,

But Islam gave to humanity a
new interpretation of all ancient
institution, Unlike the fasting of
other religions, Islamic fasting is
more genuine, pure and solemn
inasmuch as it is neither a penance nor
a punishment. It is one of-the basic
rungs of the ladder that leads to
Heaven, Its aim is to enable Muslims
to guard against tempting evils-
animal passions, wicked words and
impure thoughts. It creates a re-
markable degree of unity and dis-
cipline among the Muslims. Total
abnegation of food and drink is
the order of the day in glittering
palaces and in tottering huts,
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Quran and Freedom of Bellef

By

O e s o ol 5 WYY
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(a3l o)
“There is no compulsion in

religion, the right direction is hence-
forth distinct from error., And he

who rejects satan and believes in-

Allah grasped a firm handhold which
will never break, Allah is Hearer

and Knower.,”
Surah 11 ( The cow ) verse 256.

In this verse Qur’an declares
that there should be no compulsion
in religion. The Qur’an has also re-
peated that the belief in all prophets
is an essential part of Islamic faith,
As the Holy Quran says:”

Vi OV g 5 e g b 0994 Gl O}
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“Lo ! those who disbelieve in
Allah and His messengers, and Say:
We believe in some and disbelive in
others and seek to choose a way in
between ; Such are dijsbelivers in

MOHIADDIN ALWAYE

trouth., and for disbelievers we pre-
pare shameful doom. But those who
believe in Allah and His messengers
and make no distinction between any
of them, unto them Allah will give
their wages, and Allah was ever for-
giving, Merciful.” :
Surah IV (Women) verses 150, 151, 152

After establishing the necessity
of belief in all prophets imperatively
the Qur’an declares that all believers |
are ome community :

. omb €,k sy il :;:.\ ol O}
O pedle 0 1,5 e &1 e
(Q;:.._;l‘ oY 40Y)

“And lo! this your religion is
one religion and 1 am your lord, So
keep your duty unto Me,

But they (mankind) have broken
their religion among them sects, each
group rejoicing in its tenets,”

Surah XXIII (The belivers) Vorses 52,563

The above Quranic verses call
the believers to work for communal
amity and harmony. In this way
Islam aims at to establish unity and
brothierhood if humankind.
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to this responsibility. On the Day of
Judgment, God will direct His
speech to both spicies. The Holy
Verse says:

“ O community of the Jinn and
men, did there not come to you
messengers from among you relating
to you My messages and warning
you of the meeting of this Day of
yours ? ...

It is noteworthy here that the
Qur’an in its speech about the Jinn,
did not make the belief in their
existence as a basic principle in
Islamic faith, as it did with regard
to the Angels, The belief in the Jinn
is derived only from the belief in
the truthfulness of the Qur’an in its
speech about them,

QUESTION :

"What is the third basic principle
of Islamic faith ?

ANSWER :

The belief in God and the Angels
requires the belief in the messages
from God to His servants through
the Angels.

The divine messages are contained
in the Divine Books which include the
bases of faith, the ways of worship
and the lawful and unlawful things.

Therefore, Islam requires faith
in the Divine Books which were re-
vealed to the Prophets of God, in-
cluding the Holy Quran which was

revealed to the Prophet Muhammed,
the Scriptures of Abraham, the Torah
of Moses, and the Gospel of Jesus,

QUESTION :

What is the difference between
the Holy Quran and previous scrip-
tures ?

ANSWER :

This difference may be sum-
merized in the following :

First : The original texts of the
previous scriptures were lost. What
remained of them were mere transl-
ations. But the Quran is the only
Divine Book which is still preserved
in all its original language, word
by word.

Second : Other scriptures were-

mixed with commentaries of inter-

preters, so that it is difficult to
distinguish in them between God’s
words and human interpretations,
The case is not so with regard to
the Qur’an.

Third : Other scriptures were
not recleved by their followers
through authentic and successive
transfer from one generation to
another, as in the case of the Qur’an.
The Pentateuch oi Moses were not
all written in Moses days. Some
of it were authored after him by
five centuries, some by seven centuries

and even some other parts by more
(See page 7)
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“And surely there are keepers
over you, Honourable recorders. -
They know what you do”.

These functions of the Angels
are pertaining to the world of the
unseen.

As we are not told about, the
reality of the Angels and how they
are created, but we are ordered to
believe in their existence. 1t is not
property religious to initiate any
information about their creation.
It is a disbelief if we deny their
existence, since the Holy Quran
told us about them. One of the
clear verses about the Angels is as
follow :

“Praise be to God, the Creator

of the heavens and the earth, who -

appointh the Anzels messengers
having wings two, three and four,

He increases in creation what
He pleases. Surely God is possessor
of power over all things”,

QUESTION :

What is the difference between
the Angels and the Jinn?

ANSWER :

The Jinn are other kind of

creatures pertaining to the world of

not tell us about the matter out of
which the Angels were created, it

speaks about the matter out of |

which the-Jinn were created. 1t says:

“And He created the Jinn of a
flame of fire.”

On the other hand, while the
Qur'an states that the Angels are in
honourable close relation to God,
and are immune from disobedience
to God, it states that some of the
Jinn are good and some are bad,

The Jinn differ from the Angels
in that the latter convey the reve-
lations of God to messengers and
prophets, while the Jinn receive
those revelations, like human beings,
from messengers and prophets. We
read in the Holy Qur’an :

“And when We tumed towards

you a party of the Jinn, who lis-

tened to the Qur’an; so when they
were in its presence, they said : Be
silent. Then when it was finished,
they turned back to their people
warning them, They said: O our
people | We have heared a Book
revealed after Moses, verifying that
which is before it, guiding to the

| tryth and to a right path, O our

people ! Accept the Inviter to God
and believe in Him,

He will iorgive you some of
your sins and protect you from a

¢ painful chastisment .
the unseen. While the Qur'an did |

Morevor, the Angels are not
joined with human beings in the
religious responsibility, while the
Jinn are subject. with human beings,
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FIFTH :
The belief in those words,
moreover, creates in man will of

power, courage and patience, for he
knows that above his pnwer there
is the power of God. Thus he is
not dismayed by misfortune, and he
always be a follower of the way
of truth,

SIXTH :

To witness that there is no god
but Allah honours man and creats in
him content and satisfaction, and
purifies him frem greed, envy and
meanness, He will follow the
lawful ways towards his all aims.
This is because he believes that
God is the Sustainer and Providor
of everything.

SEVENTH :

This witness, also obliges one
to act according to God’s laws and
orders, For he is certain that God
knows everything, that He is nearer
to him than himself, and that He is
the All-Knowing. Thus one could
not commit any bad action that is
prohibited by God. He will hasten
to good deeds and act according to
God’s commandments and orders in
all situations, as the Prophet said :
«“Sarve your God as if you see Him,
if you see Him not, He sees you™.

QUESTION : |
What is the second basic pr-
inciple of Islamic faith ?

ANSWER :

The second basic principle of
Islamic faith is the belief in the
Angels. The Holy Quran speaks
about the Angels as unseen and
immaterial creatures carrying di-
fferent functions, through - which
they realize God’s will in His
universe. Some of the Angels con-
vey God’s revelation to His Me-
ssengers and Prophets, as the Quran
says:

“The faithful spirit ( Gabriel )
has brought it ( the Quran ) om
your heart that you may be 2
warner’.

Some of them are directed to
aid the prophets and make firm the
believers, according to this verse:

* When your Lord revealed to
the Angels : | am with you, so make
firm those who believe”,

Some others are delegated to
give glad tidings to the believers
who did good in this life and were
abiding by God’s orders. The
Quran says:

“Say : the Angel of death, who
is given charge, of you, will cause
you to die, then to your Lord you
will be returned”.

Still some others are assigned
to register peoples’ deeds in this
life so that their works are to be
shown to them on the Day of Judge-
ment, We read in God’s Book :
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The Fusdamental Bslisf In Islam
(3)

By : Abdul Wadood Shalaby

What are the practical effects
of the witness that “there is ne god
but Allah”®, in individuals and society?

This belief creates in man the
following effects :

FIRST :

The belief in the oness of god
generates in man dignity and self-
esteem, If ome believes that God is
One; that He is the Real Owner of
this universe; that there is no harm
neither benefit except through Him;
that authority and power are only
to Him; and that He is the One
Who brings all things to life and
death-if one really believes in all
these he undoubtedly will have no
fear from anybody, and will not be
subject to any authority but God’s
alone.

SECOND :

The belief in those words crea-
tes humility in the soul, because
who believes that *here is no god
but Allah cannot feel pride over
others, and he realizes that Who
gave him power and distinction can

withdraw them from him if he misu-
ses the favours of God on him.

THIRD :

The believer in those words
knows certainly that the only way
to success and prosperity is the
good deeds. For he knows that the
approach to God, the One and the
Sel-Sufficient, is only through good
action. Other religions teach their
followers false wishes when they
preach that the “*Son of God” has
redeemed people against sins, or that
they are - as followers of those
religions-the children of God or His
beloved ones, and thus they are
immune from punishment for their
crimes, |

FOURTH :

That who declares faithiully

| those words harbours no dispair.

When he believes that God owns the
treasures of the heavens and the
earth, he will be sure that God is
Full of Mercy for His servants.
Even when he is tried with misfor-
tune or poverty, he still is hopeful
in the etemnal mercy of God,
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your scientific Faculties, labora.
tories, and in the Fatulty of girls,
as Al-Azhar wishes you to be, that
is to say the bearers of a glorious
mission, and you must repay know-
ledge, because of its benevolence
upon you, and this Country, for its
kindness towards you and your uni-
versity which provided for you all
kinds of helps and instructions and
take this opportunity of youth, be-
fore its departure and be keen in
acquire knowledge, and make the
book your best friend, because it is

the pleasent companion in the lon-
liness and a best helper in company.
May God bless you!

We cannot miss ths occasion,
as we are receiving this new acade-
mic- year, to beseech The Almighty
God to protect the great President
Jamal Abdul Nasser and to guide
him to the path of success and
victory.

Peace and God’s blessing and
mercy fall upon youl

( From page 11 )

centuries. The case is the same in
regarding the main four Gospels in

the New Testment.

Fourth : The language of the
scriptures were old and extinct
while the language of the Quran is
in the living Arabic.

Fifth : Creeds and laws of the
old scriptures were pertaining to

their respective followers, The mes-
sage of the Quram, however, is

directed to humankind in general
and in all times,

Sixth : Other scriptures were
not safe from change. Some shameful
deeds were falsely ascribed to some
of God’s Messengers and Prophets,‘
although they are immune from
committing such things.
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By this, |1 do not mean that
every one of those who received
education from thete schools and
institutes was far from true pa-
triotism and real nationalism, we
find among the ( men and women )
who were bred up by these schools,
some who bear high idealisms in
themselves and whose behaviours
are aiminy a¢ achievinz good goals.
And you may remember the martyr
hero ‘‘Gawad Hussiny” in spite
of his foreign culture and his Fnzlish
mother he has done his best in

- defending his country in “Port Said
battle 1956 .

i do not mean that all those
who joined these schools were far
away from Islamic spirit or patrio-
tism, what 1 mean is that the alms
of these schools and institutes could
never be the Islamic teaching -or
patriotic training. Those who could
overcome these methods, whether
they were Muslims or geod citizens,
there is mo doubt that they have
good hearts and noble feelings be-
cause they were able, by the strong
faith and confidence, to turned down
the aims of the foreign plans and to
foil the imperialistic targets through
those methods and designs.

So, if the closing of doors of Al-
Azhar before women, enabled many
type of barmful culture to be entered
to our homes, this harm has been
doubled when Al-Azhar neglected

. the teaching of natural sciences

and laboratory arts, then, it soon
finds itself isolated from the society,
and does not participate, in a way
or other, in agriculture, industry,
commerce or anything that concerns
with man’s conduct on this earth
for his livelihood, and AL-Azhar’s
work became nothing but some
words in a lesson or a preaching
lecture in a pulpit.

Therefore, it was necessary in
the view of the revolution, which
was and is eager to the welfare of
the nation, to develop Al-Azhar in
a way that will provide our girls
the same chance, what our boys
are already getting in the field of
knowledge and science, and by this
way, it can also connect the scientific
mission of Azhar with a laboratory
mission, So Al-Azhar would, also
be in a active position in the
material sphere, as well as its
persistent efforts in the spiritual
field, and it will be able to deal
with religious matters in the spirit
of world matters and vice versa,
And this is, in the just point of
view, is the only way which enables
Al-Azhar to serve ma in his spirit
and body, and to render good
services to this country and to all
humanity,

Student Girls and Boys!

You are our hopes, so you
should be {n your Universities, in
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him, so, the Almighty God answered :
()} Zakaria you are askijg me to do
something for you which | did not
do even for Myself”,

Gentelmen :

There is no doubt that Al-Azhar
University will follow her reverend
father’s methods and it will {work
for the achievement of the same
goal. It will not be deviated from
its Father’s way except in what the
changing modern life requires in
changing methods and medifying
means,

God has created man, firstly
from blood and flesh and then soul
and spirit, and each has its own
characteristies and requirements,
Al-Azhar has concentrated its endea-
vours in taking care with the
spiritual side as much it has ne-
glected the materialistic side, in
other words, which are more closer
to truth, Al-Azhar was directed to
do so, for we knew that when the
study circles of jurisprudence and
literature were moved to Court yards
of Al-Azhar free from the narrow
sectarianism to the freedom of
opinion and thought, it was the
teaching centre of astronomy, medi-
cine, mathematics, arithmetic and
other sciences and special study
circles-as history says-were held in
many times for women folk. Women
were getting their share in Al-Azhar

~more

circles uritil recently. Perhaps hi-
story has not forgotten to mention
that great lady who had prepared
to obtain the **Al-Azhar Alamia”
Degree, and if that lady was allo-
wed to pass the examination and if
there were not some illusions in the
minds of some people at that time, the
system of women’s education would
have reached to a far and noble aim
in Al-Azhar and we would have a
more good society which understand
the spirit of Islam and we would
have saved our homes the evils of
icnorance, or the evil of that know-
ledge, which was in many times,
dangerous than ignorance
itself. Because, when Al-Azhar has
shut its doors in the face of weomen,
it opened, as much as it closed,
doors to foreign schools and ins
titutes, and our girls joined these
institutes - girls are always the future
mothers-so some of these schoois
and instituts were working to build
homes and create generations which
are closely connected with foreign
civilization, and proud of it, because
of the influence of the culture, that
they have recelved through for-
eigners. This is not strange thing
because people always believe in
what thay knew and become enemies
to what they domot know and the
people are in resemblance with
their culture meore than their fathers
and mothers.
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where malice and hatred can hide
and to be loosen from time to time
to destroy the unity by differences
and kill the conmection by sepe-
ration and to disturb the stability
and peace by fear and confusion.
The degree of what happend in the
different ages was not more than a
frivolity which was stirred and fa-
ded away, and the extend of what
is going on or what will be in fu-
ture is not more than an article

written by a writer in a magazine |

or a speech delivered by a speaker
from a pulpit. Even those, whose
religlon is different from the reli-
gion of overhelming majority of the
people of this country, the Azhar was
and is still training the refractory
souls to be kind to them and pave
the way for peaceful existence with
them in all walks of life.

The second of these two great
facts represented in our country’s
position among other nations. Al-
Azhar has done and is still doing a
great deal of good deeds in this
field also and is rendering valuable
services to this country.

1t is Al-Azhar which has filled
the hearts of the enemies of this
country with fear and respect as it
filled the hearts of friends by love
and affection. The country that
have emmities, in different parts of
the world, with .adulation, as well
as it have. intimaeiesthat bound her

with care for ils benefit and good-
ness; No doubt that this is a
strong and powerful country, [t
was the right of those who add or
take part in making the glory of

their country 1o be honoured and to
be loved.

By this it is the right of
Al-Azhar, which has added much to
the glory of this country, and has
provided her with means of lead-
ership, to receive from its citizens
what a cause of their progress and
a pillar of their glory and dignily
is already receiving, whether those
are agree or disagree with it
because all the citizens are taking
their share in the benefit, betterment
and world goodwill which Al-Azhar
is trying to achieve for all the
citizens of this country whether
they are Christians or Muslims, If
hatred denjed right and malice
ignored the gratitude, we find- in
God’s reward the best recompen-
sation.

The right and gratitude of
Al-Azhar are not the first that are
denied, for howmany times have
people denied even their Creator and
ignored His blessings and let loose
their tongues to speak about Him,
One of our proyerbial literature says
that the Prophet Zakaria ( peace
upon him ), has asked his Lord to
save him frpm saying people against
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and useful effort, the other is based
on the fanaticism with the proud of

race, blood and relationship. The

wisdom is keeping pace with [slam
in this matter because the distin-
ction of people must be based on
possible way and man has no choice
in getting his colour or race, for
if so, can any black skinned man
to be changed to a white? or can
"any indian to be a persian, or a
persian to be an arabian ? So the
problem of blood, race and colour
is one the problems which causes
misery to people, a misery that they
have no hope to get rid of it as
long as they have not the ability of
choosing,

In this way Al-Azhar, has ren-
dered to this human society, many
good things which encircle a round
the helping of principles, regardless
of destinies of races and colours. it
made the foliowing Quranic verse
as the Axis of all meanings of dis-
tinction.
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“(0 mankind ! Lo ! we have
created you male and female and
we have made you nations and tri-
bes that ye may know one another;
the noblest of you, in the sight of
Allah, is the best in conduct ”,

3

By carrying this great and hu-
man mission, which i{s the mes:age
of the apostle, peace be upon him,

‘Al-Azhar has dcne to all people

these services and many like t-em,
ani by its greit efforts it has taken
out many people from darkaess to
lizht, and lel them to the path of
goodners it has, also, raised the dead
alive, and made the slaves free in
the broad meanin: of world sphere,
in this nnble country the usefulness
of Al-Azhar was very clear and the
services of it were very valuable
and periect. Some selfish forces may
be gatiered on falsehood and some
hearts may carry 1§ will and malice.
Al-Azhar was 1 niortuntely, denied
its riz1t and iznored of its credit,
pervaps some of the most close:t
people to it huve szid about it what
Mulik has raid about wine or what
ireedom is sayinZ about imperialism.

But those who bear illwill and
malice can not hide two biy facts
which gave our cointry, t-reugh
Al-Azhar, a great deal of immortal
goodne:s and an unforgetable
alory. ‘

The first of these facts is rep~
resented in the intellectual similarity
which our citizens enjoy and this
country is livinz, peacefully, under
its shadow, even it has become im-.
possible for any narrow religious
difference to find for herself a place,
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The object of Al-Azhar, in its
long history, was only to be a circle
in the sphere of calling to Allah
and spreading the Mesrage of Islam.
It is easy to sum up this Message in
three points for which all human
kind are loeking for to attain and
trying to utilise their gains,

The first point : is to chase
suspicion, perplexity and restlessness
in the human society. The track
down of there things means the
chase of misery, for there is no
misery that is more clear than the
misery of perplexity when the hearts
are disturbed and the beliefs are
shake,

~ Al-Azhar has carried the Faith
of Islam, in its simplicity, modera-
tion and easiness and by this Faith
it has paved for the people the way
of spiritual tranquility and stability,
and has taken away from their
shoulders the burdens of perplexity,
anxie'y and restlessness,

The Faith of Islam, in its sim-
plicity, moderation and easiness,
can be summedup as : that this
Universe has one God, who have
no partner, and His will, in refor-
minz, in making people happy and
in elevatinz is attached with a great
messenger, the prophet Muhammad,
prayers and God’s peace be showered
upon him who is the essence of all
prophets and messengers,

The second point : can be
summed up in the following : that
Al-Azhar, in communicating the
Message of the apostle, was always
calling people to make themselves
free from their tempts and passions
so that they may liberate themselves
from their conquerors and enslavers.
A great number of forces have
gathered round it (Al-Azhar) every
where, carrying the banner of real
freedom which assures that slavery
to any one except God is unbearable
burden, so let the humanity be
liberated from all other kinds of
slavery and to make it only for
Allah, Lord of the worlds, Because
all people are equal, and there is no
superiority for Arabs on non-Arabs,
except by Virtue. In this way Al-
Azhar was, by a direct or an indirect
way, a strong impulse in the human
society to set the slaves free and to
help them te regain their human
dignity in many fields, in the, far
and near World sphere.

The third point : the glorious

Al-Azhar was always calling people
to despise fanaticisms, of colour and
race because all people came from
Adam and Adam was from dust.
If one wants to be distinct, he has
to be so by his good ’deeds and the
great services he renders to the
humanity, There are two ways for
seeking distinction among people,

the first is bised on the good work
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AL- AZHAR:

Its Past and Present

By:
H.E. SHAIKH AHMAD HASSAN AL-BAQOURI
Rector of Al-Azhar University

The deliberations of the Academic- year of Al-Azhar University
Commenced, this year, with a Conference held in the “ Shaikh

Muhammad Abduh” hall of Azhar.
professors and students were present.

A large number of University
The Rector of the University,

H.E. Shaikh Ahmad Hassan Al- Baqouri delivered a speech in the

Conference.

It is not far from truth when we say that this speech is a
historical document, as it will give the reader a clear idea of the
message and the services of this great international Seat of learning.

The following is the English Version of the Arabic text of the

speech — M. Alwaye.

«“...On this day, by the prepa-
ration for the teaching of medicine, en-
gineering and agriculture in faculties
of these subjects, Al-Azhar University
is taking a new step in its history.
The University has already taken a
step that made possible for it to
pursue useful studies in the Faculty
of Commerce and Faculty of girls,
and it will take other steps in the
near or far future which will help

'to begin many kinds of studies, and

we do not know what or how it will
be for it is still a hidden secret in
the knowledge of All knowing Allah.

We beseech Almighty Allah that
all the steps, which have been taken
and what will be taken by Al-Azhar
University should aim at acheiving
the noble goal which was the aim

of its great and reverend father “The
glorious Al-Azhar Mosque”,
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