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‘pas négliger, institué des défenses,
que vous neé devez point violer;
mais il a omis certaines choses,
non pas par oubli, mais par
miséricorde pour vous, Donc, 2
propos de telles choses, né cherchez
pas trop.” Clest dans de ftelles
circonstances, nous dit Ibn Hibbéne,
que fut révélé le passage Koranique
qui dit :

“O vous qui avez cru, n’inter-
rogez pas au sujet de certaines
questions dont Uexplication vous
serait funeste, attendu que Si vous
y Insistez pendant que le Koran est
encore en train d'étre révélé, ceite
explication vous sera donnée. Dieu
a omise, car il est ciément et
miséricordieux. Avant vous, un
autre peuple avait insisté sur des
questions semblables, mais par la
suite, il s’est rontré infidéle a leur
égard.”

Cette élimination daos les régles
koraniques de ce trop de comment
et de combien est donc une mesure
prise expressément, en vue de per-
mettre aux hommes d’exercer diffé-
remment leur pouvoir intellectuet,
physique et moral.

Voild pour cette morale pratique
et les traits généraux qui la carac-
térisent,

Passons maintenant 3 la morale
théerique.

Aspect théorique —Ici également
notre méthode s’écarte de la mé-
thode commune. D’abord c’est 1’aspect
théologique ou juridique qui inté-
ressait le plus nos savants. D’emblée,
nous nous placons sur le terrain
éthique, en posant chaque question
dans les termes ol elle se pose pour
les moralistes meodemes, D’autre
part, c¢’est le Koran lui méme que nous
prenons pour point de départ, avec le
souci constant d’en tirer la réponse
par un recours direct au texte. Et
c’est 14 précisément que réside la

' difficulté; car les textes relatifs i

la théorie morale n’ont pas la méme
abondance et 1a méme clarté que les

| préceptes pratiques. Mais une ques-

tion préalable doit se poser.

Le Koran est-il un livre spécu-
latif, ou peut-on lui demander ce
qu’on demande aux ceuvres philoso-
phiques ?

choisi et révisé
par
Dr. AFiry ABDUL-FATTAH
[ Suite ]
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peuple sur les affaires communes.
la forme de I’Etat musulman et le
procédé pour établir son chef :

suffrage universel, ou réservé &
P’élite > République ou Royauté ?
etc..

Ceite recherche excessive de la
précision 1égale peut se manifester
chez ceux qui font la lei, ou ceux
qui la subissent. Dans le premier
cas, elle est souvent déterminée par
une défiance de la part des légis-
lateurs a 1’ézard des sujets a qui
on confie I’application de la loi; au
reste, elle tend a supprimer toute
initiative, 4 rendre la vie commune,
monotone, insupportable, a faire des
membres de 1a société comme des
exemplaires d’un méme modéle
mécanique, Mais il n’est pas rare
de rencotrer parmi les hommes
d’action eux-mémes des gens qui
souhaiteraient voir le législateur
tout délimiter, tout codifier, A
supposer l'entreprise  réalisable,
comment expliquer une telle exigence
poussée a la limite, autrement que
par la recherche du moindre effort
intellectue! et moral ? pour ne pas
dire par une abdication pure et
simple de la persomnalité,

Le Koran ne péche pas par cette
tendance a la quentification de
toutes les régles. 11 ne péche pas
non plus par la tendence opposée,
Cette sage mesure, cette position

tinermédiaire ol l'on se tienmt
toujours 4 I’écart des deux extrémes,
a-t-elle été prise fortuitement, arbit-
rairement, ou bien comporte-t-elle
de 1a finalité ? Pour se convaincre
que le Koran aussi bien dans son
silence que dans ses explications
vise & cette sagesse législative
impeccable, il suffit de se rappeler
le fait suivant :

Au ¢ urs de ’un de ses discours,
le prophéte dit : “O Hommes, Dieu
vous a prescrit pélerinage; accomplis-
sez fe donc.” Un homme s’éleva alors
et demanda : Faut-il 'accomplir tous
les ans ? Le Prophéte s’abstint
d’abord de toute réponse; mais le
question-neur insista, La Prophéte
répondit alors, un peu courioucé :
“Si je disais oui, c’est qu’il serait
ainei prescrit; or, si l'on vous
obligeait & 1’accomplir annuellement,

'vous ne pourriez point veus y con-

former. Laissez-moi tranquille, tant
que je vous laisse; c’est & force de
questionner et de discuter auprés de
leurs Prophétes que vos prédécessurs
ont péri, Lors donc que je vous
interdis une chose, évitez-la; mais
quand je vous adresse un commande-
ment, vous n'avez qu’d le mettre en
pratique dans 1a mesure du possible.”
Dans une autre formule plus explicite,
rapporté par Ibn Diarir, le Prophéte
s’exprime ainsi : “Dieu a établi des
limites qu’il ne faut point dépasser;
a prescrit des deveirs qu’il ne faut
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“La Morale du Koran”

Par

Dr. MOHAMMAD ABDULLAH DRAZ

(3)

Ce caractére totalisant trouve
son complément dans un autre
caractére, qui va lui donner sa plus
haute valeur. Aprés aveir tracé pour
chaque domaine de la vie une ligne
de conduite, ie Koran nous présente
les cadres ainsi tracés souvs la irome
de cercles concentriques, susceptibles
chacun de s’élargir et de se rétrécir
en harmonie avec l’ensemble, au
point de se pénétrer mutuellemant
sans empiéter les uns sur les autres.

Comment le Koran a-t-il pu
produire cet effet prodigieux ? Le
processus en est trés simple. Clest
qu’il a choisi pour 1’énoncé de ses
régles des formules d’une frappe
toute particuliére, formules qui se
tiennent toujours A mi-chemin entre
’abstrait, vague et flou, et le
concret par trop formaliste. Ainsi
les cadres qu’il cemstruit sont a la
{ois rigides et souples. De par sa
clarté, la teneur de chaque régle
forme une sorte de barriére
coptre le désordre et I’anarchie du

caprice; mais de par son indéte-
rmination, elle laisse a chacun le
choix de la forme sous laquelle
il doit adapter son idéal aux
canditions données de ’expérience
et concilier son devoir de !’heure
avec les autres exigences de 1la
moralité. Acaptation et conciliation
devant s’effectuer par un sage efiort,
éloigné en wméme temps du reld-
chement et de la fougue non-
controlée. De cette maniére, la
1égislation Koranique a pu atteindre
une double perfection qui se trouve
aillenrs difficilement conciliable :
douceur dans la fermeté, progrés
dans 1a stabilité, nuance dans
I’unité. De cette maniére, elle a
permis a I’ame humaine de s’assurer
un double bonheur, également
antinomique : soumission dans la
liberté, aisance dans la lutte, initiative
dans la continuité. [)'aucuns n’ont
pas bien compris cette haute sagesse,
C’es* ainsi qu’on a parfois reproché
a P'Islam de n’avoir pas précisé, par
exemple, le mode de consulter le
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Book Review

THE RELIGION OF ISLAM

4 Standard Book, Companion and Introductory to the Quran

VOL, 11 (Third Edition)

By : Dr. AHMAD A GALWASH, M.A,, Ph.D.

This book Should make an ad-
mirable introduction to Islam. It is
authentic, comprehensive and highly
readable. The author’s analysis of
the various aspects of Islam is acute
~and Sound. This VOL. 11 of “The
Religion of Islam” is a survey of the
Religion in its three sides: the
devotional, the Social and the spiri-
tual, as the reader shall find in this
volume a well - informed survey of
Practical Devotions,
Penal laws, Ethical basis of Social
life and Moralities, Muslim Jurispru-
dence, Religious Defensive Warfare
and Spiritual aspects of islam,

Having explained the Muslim
Prayers, with Practical illustrations,
the author gives a detailed account
of Zakat and Legal Alms, Fasting
and Pilgrimage. The author desc-
ribes with care and Sensitiveness, the
various aspects of Marriage, Diffe-
rent forms of divorce, Legal Status

Transactions, .

of a married woman, Law of inieri-
tance, Owner Ship and Divisiens of
Property.

Dealing with the penal laws the
auther explains the Criminal inten-
tional injury, Adultry, Theft and Rob-
bery, Divisions of Punishment and
Classification of Sinful acts. This
book gives an adequate explanation
of the basis of social life in Islam.
One of the most important subijects,
in this chapter, is the position of
women in lIslam., The author also
explained the various ways contri-
buted by Islam towards the impro-
vement of the position of women.

On the whole, the book is a
brilliant piece of work., Hence this
digest of “The Religion of islam”
Shall be a useful introduction to the
message of Islam, particularly for
English speaking people all over
the world.
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( From page 5)
Becca ( Mecca ), a blessed place,
a guidance to the people”.

It was, therefore, necessary
that the celebration of the night of
Ascent should remind the Muslims
all over the World their comnection
with the Palestine and their oblig-
ation to this country whose Sons
have been wrongfully driven out by
a Cursed community “Those of the
Children of Israel who went astray
were Cursed by the tongue af David,
and of Jesus, Son of Mary, that
was becausc they rebelled and used

to transgress’’,

The talk on the Ascent Should
call upon the Muslim world to take
necessary steps for restoring the
right of people of palestine, Their
position is there as follows : “How
Should ye not fight for the cause of
Allah and of the feeble ameng men
and of the women and the children
who are crying : Our Lord ! Bring
us forth from out of this town of
which the péople are Oppressors !
Oh, Give us from thy presence
some protecting friend | Oh, Give us
from Thy presence Some defender !”

{ From page 11 )
form the nucleus of an Islamic Society
in Portsmouth, both of which gave
me much happiness. Dr. Awad of the
islamic Cultural Centre in Londen
wns of great help with my corres-
pondence to Al Azhar and [ finally
leit London a few weeka ago for
Cairo, where | was delighted to find
Sheikh Sharkawi now back at Al
Azhar. | feel very happy to be here
in Egypt and at the very warm
welcome and help everyone has given
- me, including the Rector of Al Azhar
H. E. al-Sheikh H, Mamoun and the
Director H, E. al-Sheikh A.H. al-
Baqouri, who have been so kind as
to agree to gwe me some personal
tuition and also the Governor of

Zagazig and Dr. 1. Zayed of Cairo
University who were most hospitable,
[ am really terribly impressed by all
that 1 find here in Cairo and I am
eagerly looking forward to seeing
all the wonderfu! things your country
has to offer, not only to me but to,
the world.

Now with a heart full of peace
my life is dedicated to the service
of Allah, which can best be descri-
bed by this verse from the Holy
Koran “*Verily, my worship and my
sacrifice and my living and my dying
are for Allah Lord of the Worlds,
Who hath no partner”,

A.R. Ansari (Cairo 1964).
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1f a stalwart of the Jinn was
able to bring the thrown of the
Queen of Sheba unto solomon from
yemen before he could rise from his

The “Hijrah” makes a clear
division of the prophet’s mission.
The Muslim were promised by God

" to enter Mecca in full security, the

place and One, with Whom was -

done such work before solomon’s
gaze returned unto him, tien, how
it will be difficult to believe that
the Lord of the worlds carried His
Chofcest servant and His messenger
by night from Mecca to Jerusalam?
The beginning of the verse by the
word ‘‘Subhan” is indicating that :
The Allah, Almighty, is Exalted
over disability. It is a regretul
thing that some people are making
uproars and suspicions about this
miraculous story, It is recalled that
this historical event took place
when the prophet and his followers
were facing cruel persecutions and
threats from their opponents, The
story of the ascent of the prophet
was a great miracle of his prophet-
hood as well as a good news
foretelling a victory of Muslims
over their enemies. At the time of
this event the prophet and his
- companions were passing through a
very dangerous period of their
cause. The opposition to his preach-
ing had grown rigid, the prophet
had little succes among ‘Meccans’,
After the suffering of persecution of

thirteen years the prophet and his '

followers migrated to ‘Medina’,

Quran says : “‘Ye shall enmter the

knowledge of the Scripture, has | Sacred mosque, if Allah pleases, in

" full security”, The entry was mate-

rialised soon and the propiet entered
his native city as conqueror Wwith-
out bloodshed and he proclimed a
general amnesty. The Heoly Quran
Says : “Allah hath promised such of
you as believe and do good works
that He will surely make them to
succeed ( the present rulers) in the
earth even as He caused those who
were before them to succeed (others);
and that He will surely establish
for them their religion which He -
hath approved for them, and will
give them in exchange cafty after
their fear”. In fulfilment of this
promise the Muslim conquests
extended from china . he East and
to Atlantic in the west.

The event of the ‘ascent’ con-
nected the Sacred Mosque of
Jerusalam with the Sacred Mosque
of Mecca, The Quram describes
both these places as, ‘blessed one’.
The Holy Mosque of Mecca is men-
tioned in the Quran as the first
house built for mankigd for
worship :

“lo! the first Sanctuary app-
ointed for mankind was that at

( See page i2)
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The ‘Ascent’ of the Prophet

By :
ABDUL RAHiM Fupbpa

There is no difference of opinion
among Muslims about the story of
the ascent of Prophet Muhammad,
as the Holy Quran Says: “Glorified
be He who carried His servant by
night from the Inviolable Place of
Worship ( Mecca) to Far Distant
Place of Worship (Jerusalam) the
neighbourhood where of We have
blessed, that We might show him
of Our tokens ! Lo! He, only He,
is the Hearer, the Seer.”

They are agréed unanimously
that the prophet Muhammad ( peace
be upon him ) was carried by night
from the Inviolable Mosque of Mécca
to the Sacred mosque of Jerusalam
and it was to show him of His singns
and wonders as the Quran testified
by this sentence: “.,.. that We
might show him of Our tokens”, The
difference of opinion about the nature
of the ascent, whether the Prophet
was carried by night to Jerusalam,
Whence he was caught up through
the heavens, By bodily and spiri-
tualy or it was a spiritual ascent ?

What a pity ! This is a despised
and inconsiderable question, because

there could not be such doubt about
the ability and the command of the
cherisher of the Universe. The Quran
Says: “But His command, When
He intendth a thing, is only that
he Saith unto it: Be! and it is.
Therefore Glory be to Him in whose
hand is the dominion over all things!
unto Him ye will be brought back,”

Moreover, the Quran and the
other scriptures marrate the miracu-
lous story of Prophet Solomon ( Su-
laiman), with birds, Jinn and the
thrown of the Queen of Sheba etc,
It is mentioned in the story of Solo-
mon with the Queen of Sheba that
he Seid : “ O chiefs! which of you
will bring me her thrown before they
come unto me Surrendering. A stal-
wart of the Jinn Said : I will bring
it thee before thou rise from thy
place. Lo! 1 verily am strong and
trusty for such work. One with
wiom was knowledge of the serip-
ture Said: 1 will bring it thee
before thy gaze returneth unto thee.
And when he saw it in his presence,
(solomon) Said: This is of the
bounty of my Lord, that He may
try me whether [ give thank’s or am
ungrateful .’
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Then the Prophet added : * Have
glad tidings, for God has forgiven
you®.

It is reported also that the com-
panion of the Prophet Abu-Daarr
said to the Prophet : “ Teach me
something that brings me closer to
Paradise and makes me away from
Hell ”* The Prophet said : “If you
make bad deed, follow it with good
deed, 50 you get by your good deed
a ten-fold reward.” Abu-Dharr asked :
““|s the witness that there is np god
but God is considered as a good
deed ? 7 The Prophet answered :
“ 1t is the best of all; it removes
sins’’, In another Tradition, the Pro-
phet is reported to have said to
His companiens : “Renew your faith”
“ How can we renew our faith ? "

They asked. He said : “ Say : there
is no god but God, for this werd
is heavier than the heaven and the
earth and what is therein ”.

The Prophet Neah is said to
have ordered one of his sons before
his death : “ | command to you
these words : ¢ There is no god but
God ’; for if the Seven Heavens and
the earth were weighed against these
words ; they would over-weigh them.”
Moses Is reported to have called his
Lord : “ O God ! Teach me something
by which I remember you and calt
you ** God said : * Say : There is no
god but God, for if these words are
weighed against the Seven Heavens
and Seven Earths, They would over-
weigh them.”

*
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from God? —

a fool

SHECHOFEEFE ++ EEMILEPEA BERTEELFRHBREE S
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\ ¢hall we indeed call cn others besides God,
Things that can d. us neither good nor harm.—

And turn cn our heels after receiving guidance
Like nne -wvhom the eviis ones have made into

wandering bewildered through the earth

(While) his friends calling ‘ccme to us’

(Vainly) claiming) tc guide him to the path?
Say : “God’s guidance is the (only) guidance
And we have been directed to submit ourselves

To the Lord of the worlds”.

SRS ECRHER R ERERRNEMMIES B E R CR S SRREIIREY weEe

AP SEFEEEH ECHRER ERHISH B D

(V1:71)
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d) Since all beinzs in this uni-
verse are not self-sufficient, and
governed by divine immutable laws,
you should come to the conclusion
that there is One Being above every-
thing, and that this Being is the
Only One distinguished by the Divine

Attributes. This is the meaning of
* there is mo god but God”.

The more you study the aspects
of this universe, the more you in-
crease in your faith that really
“ there is no god but God”.

God, the Almighty, described
Himself in this Holy Verse :

“ God - there is no god hut He,
‘the Ever-Living, the self-Subsisting
by Whom all subsist. Slumber over-
takes Him npot, nor sleep. To Him
belongs Whatever is in the heavens
and whatever is in the earth, Whe is
he that can intercede with Him but
by His permission ? He knows what
is before them and what is behind
them. And they encompass nothing
of His knowledge except what He
pleases. His knowledge extendes
over the heaveus and the earth and
the preservation of them both tires
Him not. And He is the Most High
the Great”,

QUESTION

What are the proofs from the
Quran and the Traditions “ Sunna *’
which show that the declaration that
" there is no god but God ” is the
first basic principle of Islam ?

g

ANSWER

1t is reported that Omar lbn Al-
Khattab said : *“ The witness that
there is no god but God is the ex-
pression of piety, sincerity and truth.
For this declaration Ged created all
creatures as He, the Almighty, said :
‘*And | have not created the jinn
and the men except that they should
serve Me "

it is for this word of witness
that God sent prophets, and revealed
divine books, The Holy Quran says :

“ And we sent no messenger
before you but we revealed to him
that there is no god but Me, so
serve Me

And :

“He sends dewn angels with
revelation by his command on whom
He pleases of His servants, saying :
Give the waming that there is no
god but Me, so keep your duty to
Me, ?

The Prophet once heared a caller
calling : “ 1 witness that there is no
god but God ” when he said : * That
is saved from Hell.” He said also
to some of his companions : * Raise
your hands and say : There is no god
but Ged.’* After they obeyed the
prophet’s order, he himself raised
his band and said : *“ Praise be to
God. O My Lord ! You commanded
me with this word, and sent me by
it and promised Pargdise for it. You
surly will not break your promise,”
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« The creation of God who
created everything in perfection.”

QUESTION :

We knew from our previous
discussion that to witness that
** there is no god but God " is the
frist basic principle in Islam, What,
then, is the meaninz of this dec
laration 2.

ANSWER :

The prophet ordered Muslims
that they should believe first that

‘¢ there is no god but God ”. This:

sentence is the basis of Islam. It
distinguishes the Muslim from the
non-Muslim. Those who declare
this sentence with faith are those
who are promised prosperity and
happiness in this life and the life
hereafter : and those who deny it,
are doomed to misery.

This sentence means that no-
thing in this universe is deserved
to be worshipped and obeyed save
God, the Almighty. He is the
Only King and Ruler. Everything
in the universe is in need of Him,
He is beyond our senses and our
minds. “‘Vision comprehends Him
not, and He comprehends all vision;
and He is the all-Kind, All-
knowing ”

Tais sentence of the declaration
of faith indicates such important
following meanings :

a) This great universe which
canmot be comprehended fully by
human mind must be created by
a Living God., He must be, of nece-
seity, out of need of anything else,
He must be the Most-Powerul,
the Most-Wise, the Source of life
and sustenance for everything and
the Fxalted over disability and
imperfection.

b) The Attributes of Godhead
must be all ascribed to ene being;
for the Ruler of all things must be
One in His Being Those Attri-
butes cannot be divided among
different gods : one to be the ruler,
one to be the most-powerful, and
so forth. The plurality of gods
wou'ld necessarily bring the universe
to ruin and extinction, Those
Attributes, also cannot be exchanged,
so one god assumes the position of
godhead one time, and the other
assumes it another times. For the
god who could not prererve his
godhead and his identity cannot
grant life to others, nor cam he
manage and rule the universe.

c) Bearing this in mind, if you
look in the universe, you find that
everything you see or know cannot
be described with the Godly Attri-
butes. For all beings in the universe
are not self-sufficient and are always
in a state of change, and are gover-
ned by immutable laws,
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The Fundamental Belief In Islam
(2)

By : Abdul Wadood Shalaby

How true is the assumption '

of the materialists that the world
existed by chance ?

ANSWER :

The fitness of the earth to life
takes different forms which cannot
 be explained on the basis of
chance, The globe is suspended in
the space rumning around itself,
causing the alteration of day and
night, It soars aroumd the sun
making one round each Year caus-
ing the alteration of the four
seasons. Earth is covered with a
gaseous cover composed of the
gases that is necessary for life and
preserving th: degree of warmth
which is suitable for Iife, The
earth’s cover carries water steam
from sea through which rain fails
and revives the ground. The size
of the globe which is smaller than
the sun and larger than the moon,
is the secret of the preservation of
life on earth, If the globe was
smaller that it is now, it could
not retain its liquid and gaseous
cover, and the heat would be so

tremendous on the surface of the
earth that it would cause death to
every living being. If the globe
was larger that it is, the power oi
its magnetism would be more than
it is now by 150 times. And if the
globe is nearer to or farther from
the sun than it is actually situated
heat or coldness will be not
suitable to life on its surface.

How possibly we could believe,
then, that mere chance is the cause
of such wonderful universe. This
is certainly an impossibility, Surely,
the world is created by a reaso-
nable mind, by the will of God
the Creator of this universe. The
Holy Quran says :

‘“‘Surely, We created everything
in definite measurement,” '

“And the earth we spread it
out, and put in it mountains and
grew in it every balanced thing.”

“Nothing in the universe but
we have its treasures; and we bring
it down in a balanced measure,”

“Everything with God is at a

balance.”
~
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self - reliance and independence. Thus
it was that the words Rabbi and
Rabbah, in Hebrew and Aramaic, and
Rabu, in old Egyptian and Chaldean
were used for one who brought up,
he teacher and also the master,

When a child is born, it is but
a help less lump of flesh and it
instinctively cries for a protector
and nourisher, The mother fills that
role and she fulfils it with bound
less love and devotion and never
ceasing vigilance and care. According
to its changing needs, she suckles
it and gradually feeds it on different
food which gives it strength and in-
dependence, She carries it in her
lap, then supports it when it begins
to stand and guides it as it begins
to walk till it can run on its own
and requires no help or guidance.
This is the most perfect instance of
‘nurture’ or ‘bringing up’ that man
can show, How imperfect and
limited it is becomes obvious as
soon as one lifts one’s eye from that
infinitesimal part of existence that
is human life and casts it upon that
vast and marvellous panorama of
existence that includes countless
beings and limitless forms of life
and that is ever unfolded before
one’s eyes, if one but stops to see.
With no ome to teach them how to
mother or nourish one finds animals,
hirds and insects performing those
functions with greater devotion and

constancy than even a human mother.

There are also creatures beyond
perception that have apparently none
to nourish them but nevertheless find
their nourishment provided for them
from the moment they come into
existence,

As one reflects on this, one is
struck by the fact that not only are
all the necessary means of existecne
and nourishment to be found--that
would be nature’s bounty—but that
they are found arranged in such
perfect order that, if man dees not
disturb it, every thing is provided
in the form, measure and manner in
which it is required. Over and over
again, the Quran draws attention to
the order and right proportion in

‘which every need of every being is

provided for. “Verily we have
created every thing in (the right)
proportion and measure” (LIV :49)
Air, Water and food are the three
indispensable requirements of life
and not onty are they found in
greater quantity than any thing else
but among themselves, they are to
be found in a quantity which is
exactly in proportion to their indis-
pensability, water more than food
and air in much greater abundance
than either,(1)

{1) Quoted from “ The Quntessence
of Islam” by : Ashfaque Hussain.
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ter God; and the Quran adopted it
not only because it had gained cur-

rency but also because it more sui-
table than any other word.

There was a stage in man’s
spiritual development when he bowed
in adoration before various manifes-
tations of nature; and that gradually
and inevitably, led to idolworship.
The number of gods grew, each
representing some particular godly
quality before which man bowed ;
and as the pantheon grew vast and
bewildering, man’s spirit longed and
sought for one supreme god, the
lord of all gods. Thus, while there
were numerous names for gods,
referring to their different attributes
there was always a special word for
the supreme Being. The basic letters
of that word, in all semitic langua-
ges, were Alif (A) Lam (L) and
Hay (H) and the Arabic llah, with
the definite article (Al), became
Allah.

As for the meaning of ilah, there
are various interprefations, but the
Soundest appears to be that which
derives the word from alha which
means astonishment or wonder, (Al
ternatively, l1ah is said to be deri-
ved from the word walah, which
also has the Same meaning). There
could not be a more appropriate
word for the Creator and the Lord
of the universe, However much man
may come to Know about Him, He

remains beyond the range of human
Knowledge. The more one tries to
understand that Absolute Being,
the greater is one’s bewilderment.
The quest begins and ends in won-
der and humility, No other name
could therefore be used for the
Supreme Being. All other names
only to some particular attribute of
God and, in that Sense, are restric-
tive; but the word Allah immedia-
tely directs our mind to a Supreme
Being who is all-embracing, beyond
description and beyond Cognition.

Like llah, Rab is also a much
used root word in all the Semitic
languages, [t means, in the most
Comprchensive sense, to bring up
or, in other words, to rear and
nurture some living being Whether
a plant or an animal or a human
being, through its different stages
of growth and according to its
particular condition and needs till
it attains maturity, i.e. that stage
of its development when it ceases
to need someone to look after it
and can find its own where - withal
of life for future progress; and even
then the function of the Rab dwes
not cease altogether but merely
becomes less intense and less cons-
tant. The interest, devotion and
readiness to guide and help are
still there, but they are not seen in
constant play as before, because their
object has attained a measure of
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“ Al - Hamdu L'illah Rabbil - Alameen
praise be to Allah, Cherislier of the Worlds

The first verse of the first chap-

ter of the Quran opens with hamd
(Praise ), just as the very first imp-
ress on the mind and instinct of

God or Truth, is that of wonder and
admiration.

The Seeker after Truth is desc-
ribed by the Quran as one who
* reflects on the Creation of the
heavens and the earth ( with the
thought): Our Lord ! Thou didst not
creat (all ) this in vain™ (111: 191).
As he looks around and reflects, his
mind is immediately illumined by
the realisation that everything within
him as well as outside reveals the
hand of a Creator of transcendental

wisdom and power; the care and
bounty of the Creator manifest them-
selves in every particle of the uni-

| verse. He is filled with wonder and
man, when he sets out in quest of |

admiration and he proclaims it with
an instinctive exclamation, phrased
differently according to the indivi-
dual seeker’s tradition and extent
Knowledge but conveying the same

- homage to the Creator and Sustainer
. of the universe: and this instinctive

tribute to the Creator saves him for
ever from the fatal error of losing

himself in the beauty of the Created
and forgetting the Creator.

The word Allah, even before the
Quran, was used as a proper noun
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