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subjects for discussions at the next
session of the Academy.

b) Aiter exhaustive study of the
subject of ownership the conference
resolves that private ownership is
one of the rights granied by the
shariah as it has also allewed
rights of others in private pioperty.

The conference further resolves
that the ruler in every country has
the rizht to curtai! freedom of
ownership to the extent necessary
to avoid evils and to ensure the
interests of the country; that the
wealth acquired wron 1y and through
ilticit means, and wealth of doubtiul
ownership stould be returned to
the owner or to the state, and in

right of the ruler, and that the
Muslims have a_right to suggest to
the ruler what they deem right,

iv ) The conference resolves that
the present condition of the Muslims
jmposes a duty on the Academy to
explore wdys and means of unifying
Muslims of all the countries so
that they may form a united front
cooperating individually and collec-
tively in virtue and piety and
workinz tozether for their own good
and the good of humanity.

As it also resolves that the
Academy should as early as possible
equip itself with all thie meins
necessary for the cpread oi Islam,
i and its defence, and the planning

case it is not don, the state should | necessary for carrving out these

forfeit all fuch wealth in order to |
restore it to the owner ; that the | regnyurces.

duties os also the poolinz of

This is a matter oi

ruler has the rizht to impoze such | | utmost importance demanded by

tcx on the psivate wailth as may !
be neces:cary for the p...bhc aood;
that the state has the rizt to take
away anv part of the private property
in lien of compens:t.on when such
acquisicn becomes nz2eassary in the
public intarest ; that the defermina-
tion of what public in‘erest is the

contemporary Muslim life,

“Hold ‘ast {0 the cable of Allth
and do not be devilel, Rememboar
tie favour of Alla en ou : You
were enemies and he wnitel vour
hearts
with the favour Allah.”

and vyou became brethren
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separation which estranged Muslims
from their own brethren and filled
their hearts with suspicion Thus
they appear to be different nations
in spite of the fact that Islam has
united thein,

. Based on this the Conference
has resolved as follows :

i) Colonialism along with its
supporters — both in lands which
Continue to be under its yoke and
in tands from which it has departed
leaving behind its effects — consti-
tutes the first danger which Muslims
must individually and collectively
resist with continous efforts till
the heart, the conscience, the country
and the learning of the Muslims are
liberated. Any dereliction of this
duty is disobedience to Allah and a
great sin because it ensules the enemy
to harm millions of Muslims, It is,
‘therefore, a struggle relating to
the sight of Allah and the right of
millions of Muslims not confined to
the right of the sinner alogé. '

Zionism under which colonialism
seeks to cover its aims after the
destruction of all its overt means,
is a malicious disease with the help
of which Colonialism aims at con-
tinuing its sway over the Muslims.
To struggle against Zionism is,
therefore, the duty of every Muslim

wherever he may be, and its avoid-
ance is disobedience of Allah and a
great sin,

ii) The Conference resolves that
the Book of Allah and the Apostolic
Practice are the basic sources of
Islamic legislations and the use of
personal interpretations to deduce
laws from these sources is the
right of all those who possess the
qualifications of a mujtahid,

To solve modern problems
principles should be sought from
the legal schools, By no principles
are found in them collective ijtihad
should be exercised within the
framework of the existing lezal
schools. Should this also prove
fruitless,independent collective ijtihad
should be exercised.

The Academy will fecilitate the
exercise of ijtihad in both these
kinds whenever the need arises.

iii) The Conference resolves :

a) that the problems of Zakat,
the sources of wealth in Islam, the
ways of investment, the relation of
wealth to individuals and societies
and the rights of ownership, these
are pressinz problems because in
them meet two scections of the
shariah, viz., worship and social
behaviour. The conference, therefore,
resolves that these problems be the
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between Al-Azhar and the Muslim
world and to co-operate with Al-
Arhar in directing higher Islamic
studies.

The conference in which repre-
sentatives of more than forty coun-
tries participated and exchanged
views on various problems facing
Muslims in their countries, provided
for the Academy an opportunity to
have a glimpse of contemporary
Muslim Society.

The first stage of the Conference
made Certain  recommendations
which will ferm part of the plan
for the future activities of the
Academy. The second stage of the
conference confined to the members
of the Academy only studied the
papers, the views and the recom-
mendations of the representatives of
Muslim countries who participated
in the conference, The study
revealed that the important problems
facing the Muslims at present can
be grouped under the following
foar heads :

i) to resist the common enemy
of Islam and the Muslims,

ji) to purye Islam from ac-
cretions and encrustations,

iii) to regulate social and
economic relations ameongst Muslims
on sound Islamic lines.

iv) and to work for the unity
of the Muslims, and for ending
differences based on legal inter-
pretations.

This is because :

i) the enemies of Islam are
trying with all the potentialities at
their disposal to weaken the faith
in the heart of the Muslims in order
to wean them away from the
spirit of Islam and to confuse their
thought - all this to enslave them
and rule over them,

il ) the conflicts of centuries
have left a thick laver of dust on
many of the principles of Islam,
thus obstructing a clear view
of these principles, and disfiguring
others with encrustations from which
fslam is free,

iii ) modern social life invol-
ving various economic trowsactions
filled the Muslims with anxiety and
pushed them to the brink of sin en
account of quick and far-reaching
developments in the economic field,

Needless to say that social
cooperation demands sound and
clear views of Islam on these
problems so that Muslims might
rest assured of Islam’s validity
in the changing Conditiens of life,

iv) and finally disunity of
Muslims and the continuous exis-
tance of legal differences created a
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of them regarded these as innovations
that would mislead the Muslims from
the path of Allah, some rushed into
this new life as one dying of thirst
would rush to drink dirty water,
some others tarried to ask Themsel-
ves or to enquire from others which
of these new forms of life were lawful
and which unlawiul, and yet some
others dared to issue fatwas for them-
selves as well as for others whether
they had the necessary qualification
or not, The majority of the Muslims
stood confused, Some tried to get
out of this confusion by suggesting
to themselves, with or without con-
viction, that religion consisted only
of worship and that there were rules
other than religions to regulate hu-
man relations, This is a serious
mictake, and if it becomes commen,
it will totally estrange Shariah from
Muslim Society.

But since Allah has appointed
Islam to be the relizion of the
people till the end of the world for
their welfare in this world and the
hereafter, the raises in every gene-
ration scholars with learning and
insight who understand the Book
of Allah and the Sumna ; they seen
the guid>nce of thes two sources in
determininz what is right and wrong
in modern life, and they rectify
what is wronZ in human behaviour.
This confirms the word of Allah
wich says: ‘“ Let there be a section

from you who call (others) to good,
enjoin what is right and prohibite
what is wrong : they alone are the
successful ",

This section constitutes the
proof of this everlasting faith which
renews itself from within to face
all the varyinz needs of evolving
humanity.

The Academy of Islamic Resear-
ches was founded to bring together
on one platform this distinguished
section so that they might find out
the views of Islam regarding pro-
blems that concern the Muslims in
this world and the hereafter,

The Academy was established
to serve as the highest body for
Islamic researches which undertakes
the study of all that pertains to
Islamic heritage, and works towards
the reorientation of the Muslim cul-
ture, its purging from accretions,
and its presentation in its true ele-
ment, while fecilitating knowledge
of and acquaintance with it on all
levels and in all climes, It also
alms at findig solutions for lezal
and social problems pertaininz to
faith, to take up the tack of callinz
to the path eof Allah with wisdom
and goodly admenition, to follow
up all the studies and researches
published about Islam and its herita-
ge, to plan exchanges of deputation
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STATEMENT

ISSUED BY

The First Gonforence of Acadamy of Islamic Researches

In the Name of Allah, The Merciful, the Compassionate.

“Verily Religion with Allah is
Islam.”

Islam consists of faith and legis-
1ation; faith to regulate Man’s relation
with his Lord and legislation to
regulate human behaviour in the
capacity of an individual, a society
and a nation,

Since Islam is the only religion
acceptable to Allah, it is imperative
that its legislation should take into
consideration all the needs of the
people, individuaily and Collectively,
and should regulate all kinds of
human relations in the Muslim
society.

The basis of legislation is the
Book and the Sunna and the correct
understanding of both. Scholars of
Muslim Jurisprudence strove hard to
understand the Qur’an and the Sunna,
and to deduce rules from them. Their
understanding was so precise, their
hearts so sincere, and their vision
s0 broad that the principles they
formulated are considered a valuable
human legacy and an authority for

the study of law and jnrisprudence
in all societies and in all ages.
Further, the Muslim jurisprudence
has greatly influenced legisiations
of all the nations of the world, and
has contributed to the advancement
of human civilization,

This activity. however, Wwas
short-lived, Its speed was stowed
down by Colonialism. The afliction
caused by colonialism engaged the
minds of the Muslims more than
any problem of this world or the
hereafter, and every one held fast
to a fortress defending his sacred
belongings. Thus they stood where
they were without stepping one step
forward while life around them was
going ahead.

Thus they stood for centuries
struggling, in many ways and with
varying degrees of success, against
this agression. Finally, when victory
came to them after centuries, they
watched life around them in its
varigated forms and found some of
them to be quite new to them. Some
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b ) Remains of ancient cities
ot abandoned capitals, as well as
changes in caravan routes in what
hae become dry areas in both the
tyrian desert and the regicn of
Hadhramut and Yemen, The chanve
in the altitude of a succession of
¢anital cities over the Yemen plateau
i= another indication,

c ) Historical docu:ments left by
both Graeco-Roman and early Arab
writers. From these documents one
may infer the slow and gradual
onet of aridity in both Southern
an'! Northem Arabia,

The final conclusion the author
reaches is the fact that the Arab
movement of spread had its origins
in t e face of increasing aridity in
the few centuries preceding the
appearance of Islam, It was also
moulded by the effect of the geogra-
prical environment and the geogra-
phical situation. In its origins the
Arab movement was to be similar to
the earlier movements of exponsion
by the nomads.

The arid regions during oscilla-
tirns oi climate,
movements of expansion it should
1z2ve been more prompt and vigorous,
an.! should have led to destruction
in the neizhbourinz and perhaps far
arexs, [t may be noticed that the
power of both the Persian and the
Roman empires has helped contain
the nomads of the Pre-slamic era
within their increasingly drying

Like previous '

!
!
1

deserts, This retarded Arab emig-
ration, though it did not prevent

turmoil and local wars within Arabia
itself.  When diiferences between
Persians and Romans we:ke ;ed both
giants, the Arabs had their chance
to carry their new mission to the
outside world. At this time, how-
ever, lslam did not only unify Arab
community; but is also bestowed
upon the Arabs new spiritual values,
new moral idezls and new norms of
behaviour. The old turmeoil and
disintegration of the Pre-lsiamic era
soon Zgave way to unity of aim and
action. The new heavenly guidance,
as well as the new outlook gave the
Arab movement and its leadership
an ent'irely new philosophy of theuzht
and action 1t was the spread of a
mission and not the conquest of
new lands. With the CQur’an in
their right hand the Arabs spread
west, east and south eist both by
land and by sea. The rdle of the
“merchant-mizcionary” from Arabia
wais a particularly significant feature
in the spread of the new creed from
what became the geozraphical lizht-
house in the hcart of the old world.
Thus, in the uniq:e movement eof
the spread of lslam both natural,
historical and spiritual factors gave
their contribution to make tha move-
ment of the Islamic spread from
Arabia what it was and what it re-
mained to be until our present day,
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ferward a new, and rather unusual
approach namely the geozraphical
aspect of this movement of spread.
In other words, we should like here

to outline the contribution that |

could be made through the study
of what may be called the ‘‘spiritual
geozraphy” of the Arab movement
of Spread at the dawn of Islam.
This, we hope, should help us
appreciate more closely the comp-
lementary nature of the natural, the
human and the cpiritial factors
affecting that movement of spread.

The main points we shall bring
forw_ard in more detail in our com-
mnunication are as follows :

1) The efiect of the “geographi-
cal siteation” upon the movement of
sprecd both locally and universally,
The fact that the miseion wage revealed
in the likinz rezion of Hidiaz helped
in the precars of unilication of the
Islamic community ol the Archs and
in tha spread of the new creed. Also
tho geoaraphic situatirn of Arnbin
itrelf in t-e he-rt of *hz old world
and the ensy access f{rom it to the
outside world in all di-ections both
bv land and by fea have greally
acititatzd the movement of spread.

9) The natiral geozraphical en-
vironment of Arabia hos alro had
its lasting effest upen this movement

of cpread both from the social and

political points of view. By this
natural environment we mean the
land, the climate, the flora and the
fauna of the region, Sslected exam-
pless and illustrations of the eifect

i of this environment will be ~iven

in our communication,

3) Tie author will alse zitemnt
to give what he hopes to be a new
interpretation of the Arab Movement
just before and at the dawn of Islam,
in the light of a hypothesis oi cli-
matic change at that time It is
claimed that this chanze took place
gradually from about tie middle of
the third centiry AD,, until it rea-
ched its climax in the sixth century,
It was an oscillation of climate
leadinz towards more pronounced
aridity. The chanye was no! great
in extent; but being already a derert
or semi-desert coun'ry, any rirep in
the amonnt of rainiall, however
emall, led {o desiccation and to ihe
need for emigration and spread. Tre
inlicatiens upen which the author

tilds up this hypothesis of a phose
of aridity are as lollows :

2) 'ndications from onliquities
from the exrly centuries of
Christian erz, such as cisterns ond
other antiquities both in Yemen and
in North East Africa, The loweriny
of the level of underoround water
in wells from the early Romon

iha

‘period in Jordan alse points out in

that direction,
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THE ARABS AND THE SPREAD OF ISLAM
(A Comparison between Natural, Human and Spiritual Factors)

RESUME OF COMMUNICATION

by

Dr. ScLiMAN HozayyiN
( Member of the Academy and Rector of Astiut University )

The spread of Islam from Arabia
represents a unique phenomenon in

history, It can be distinguished from |

other movements of spread by the
following features :

1) Its immense widespread along
a belt extending from the Atlantic
to India and over to the Pacific.

2) Its dual nature of being both
terrestial and maritime, this latter
feature beinz represented ecpecially
in East Africa and the Istand World
of South East Asia,

3) lts far reaching eifects in
both the racial, social and cultural
splieres,

4) Its spiritual mission with its
deep, far-reaching and permanent
efiect.

5) Its vitality and continuity
which were represented
relatively recent outlayers of Muslim
communities reaching the Americas,

Through these characteristics
this unique human phenomenon of
spread proved its effectiveness both
as a ‘‘creed”’ and as a “‘movement”.

in the :

It continued over many centuries,
thus proving agzin its vitality. This
latter feature may perhaps be
noticed in the cultural and spiritual,
rather than the political history of
the Arabs and islam, The Arabic
languaze, for example, has been uced
as a living language for over cixteen
centuries, In that respect, if cin
perhaps be matched only by the
Chinese langiage, thouzh this latter
never attained the universality or
the spirituality of the Arabic lan-
ouage. The spirittal aspect of the
spread of Islam wos further chirace
terised by the foct that it was always
coupled by solidarily of Islamic
thought, inspite o. differences in
environments.

The movement oi spread of
Islam has ottracted the zttention of
students and researchers of all ages.
Mozt of their attention, however,
was directz! towards the pnlitical,
cocial or spirit:al aspects of the
history of Islam, It is the aim of
this humble communication fo put
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all through the ages. Further, Divine
 Wisdom requires thata humanity
shouid not be left without a teacher
to guide them regarding matters
of this world and the her=after and
to provide t:em with solutions to
the varigated problems that will
continue to arise as long as as
the heavens iast. It has been
agreed upon by all ihat ijtihad is
a “ sectional duty” (fard kifaya )
and that it is not coniined to any
particular age. It is the duty of
the scholars, therefore, 10 acquire
the qualifications for ijtihad to
enable them to discharge the duty.
Those who have studied the Qui’an,
the Sunna, the ijma and qiyas and
nave a good knowledge of the
Arabic language to enable them (o
understand the sources, and are
well-versed in the principles of
deducing laws, ough! 1w exercise
ijtinad. If one of more of suca
scholars dischage this duty, ethers
are absolved of the responsibility ;
but if none of them takes up the
task, all will be sinners.

Those who hold that nmjtahids
a‘e found in every age, and those
who hcld an opposite view are not
actually far a part from each other.

The ditference lies only in the type
of mujiahid each group has in
mind. Those who deny the appca-
rance of mujtahids in every ege
mean by a mujtahid an independent
doctor of law who bases his decuc-
tions on principles he himself has
fsrmulated. As for those who pro-
fess the appearance of mujtakids in
every age, they mean by a mujra-
hid one of the following

i) an independent doctor who
bases his deductions on the
principles formuiated by his
imam,

ii) a limited doctor, i.e, cne who
knows the rules deduced by
his imam and prefers one to
the ather in the light of argu-
ments.

ili) a dector who knows which of

the deducrions his own imam

has preferred and issues fot-
was accordingly,

In support of his view that
“ the gate of ijtihad is open 1ill
the end of the world " the auther
finally cites quotations from emi-
nent scholars such as Al-lzz bin
Abd Ai-Salam, Imam Abu Shamah,
Shaikh Muhammad Bakhit etc.
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litihad : its past and Pressnt

By
SHAIKH MOHAMMED NUR AL-HasaNn

In Chapter One the author
explains the word Ijtihad etymolo-
gically and defines it as a technical
term. He then dafines the term
mujtahid and discusses the different
connotations of the word,

In Chepter Two he discusses
the qualifications of a mujtahid,
those qualifications that are agreed
upon by all the jurisis as well as
those regarding which opinions dif-
fer. He prefers the view held by
the majority of jurists that a muj-
tahid should get by heart the
Quran. He does not, however,
hold that a mujtahid should memo-
rize all the hadith, as their scientific
codification has greatly fecilitated
reference work.

In Chapter Three he enumerates
the various types of ijtihad, viz,
wajib, mandub and haram. The last
type ol ijtihad consists of an opinion
which contradicts a clear text or
the consensus of the scholars.

In Crapter Four he discusses
the basigof success or failure of

a mujtahid. He holds, as the majority
of jurists have held, that each pro-
blem has enly cne par.icular solu-
tion. He why geis at it has suc-
ceeded in his jjtihad, and he who
misses it has failed.

In Chapter Five he speaks
about the age of ijihad. He is sure
that it started during the time of
the Prophet himself. Opinions difer
as to the vaiidity of the Compa-
niens’ ijtitad. Scme jurists claim
validity for their ijtirad whether it
was exercised in the presence of the
Prophet or in his absence while
others hold only such of itheir ijtihad
valid as was exercised in the Prc-
phet's absence.

In Chapter Seven, which is the
last, the author dwells at leng:h
on the validity of mujthids appea-
ring in every age. In support of
his view h2 argues as follows :

The appearance of a mujtahid in
every age is a religious necessity,
for being the final dispensation, Isiam
is expected to guide the people
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Dealing with the solutions to

these problems that Islam can

oller, the author says that there is
nothing in the ethical teachings of
Islam or any other heavenly faith
that sound minds will reject.

Speaking about woman’s fre-

edom he savs that Islam has given

her freedom to marry whom she
likes. to demand divorce fram her
husband when such a siep be-
comes necessary, freedom to
spend her wealth as ghe wills and
tie frredom 10 WCLK. He then
describes how the Eastern woman
till recently was deprived of these
freedoms which Islam nas granted
her in the interes: of a lLappy
family life. Regarding divorce,
polygamy and birth control he has
the following to say. Divorce has
been deviced ty avoid the evil
effects of an unhappy marriage;
health and famiiy reasons justify
polygamy; and birth contrel should
be viewed in the light of Islam’s
idea of individual freedom.

Speaking about racial segregation
he says that Isiam has deciared
equality of all human beings. Save
virtue Islam recognizes no basis
for suveriority.

Regarding the problem of
unbelief, he says that the only
way of caliing people to faith is
through study and discussion with-
out the use of force or compelsion.
( There is no compelsivn in faith;
the right has now become evident
from the wrong).

Discussing the problem of land
ownership, he says Islam follows
a via media avoiding the extremi-
ties of total abolisien of cwnership
as enunciated by Communism and
of unlimited ownership as enun
ciated by Western Capitalism. In
support of this view the suthor

guotes from Ghazali's al—Mu_stasfa.

Ghazali says:

“ When hands are empty of
wealth and there is no money to
maiptain the army, and there is
faar of the enemy entering the
land of lslam or fear of disiurbance
from miscreants, it is permitied to
tpe imam to impose on the rich a
tax to maintain the aymy. Fer ve
all know that when twe evils are
found ai one anu the same time,
the law permits us to end ihe
greater evil with the heip st the
lesser one. And what every rich
man pays will be less than what
he will have to spend te defend
himself were there ne government
to maintain erder and tc cut at the

root of evil.”
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Philosophy of Freedom in Islam

SHAIKH

NADIM

AL-JISR

Mufti of Tripeli and Northern Lebanon

At the outset the author
mentions two reasons that led
him to choose this topic. Firstly,
the impressions that non-Muslims
have of Islam by watching Muslims
as they are. The life that the
Muslims lead is, in certain respect,
far away from the noble principles
of Islam. Secondly, The author
tiinks that any call for reformation
shonid be based on freedom of
thought.

Dilficulties in human society
are a resuit of the constant con-
flict between ihe individual's
desire to enjoy complete freedom
and the society’s desire to check
this freedom in the interest of
social life. The most important
problems :hai S.ciexy faces to day
are tihe followicng : ethical and
social anarchy, racial segregation,
faith in God versus atheism and

limited ownevship versus uniimited
ownership.

achieved by the fsllowing important
factors :

1) Creation of concord among
Muslim nation.

2) Exchange of cultural delega-
tions.

3) Agreemen! on a common lan-
guage.

4) Commercial and economic co-
operation.

5) Creation of a forum of scholars
from various countries to en-
gage in ijtihad.

Shaikh Hussain Salyan Jose of
Yugoslavia commented on the app-
rechension of the delegates regarding

Islam’s adapting itself tv the chan-
ging times, He said that he saw

no need for apprehension, for evo-
lution was one of the Divine laws.

Islam’s keeping pace with the time
did not mean biindly following the
materialistic scciety and rejection
of spiritual values, but it meant
casting life into the Islamic mould
and the creation of a new soceity
based on the principles cf Islam.

He added that humanity which
was precariously poised on the

brink ¢f a nuclear war could only
be saved by Isiam,

These are only a iew of the
many opinions ii.a: were expressed
by the deiegates. The one thing

that is evident from *hese discuss-
ions is the need for the Musiims

to unite, to consult each other and
to gather rcund the principles of

Islam * holding fast to Allah’s
cable ”.
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to carry out this task is a reinfor-
cement to al- Azhar which for
centuries has remained the hope of
Muslims everywhere. Though Allah
has blessed Egypt with al-Azhar,
it is in fact tae praoperty of all the
Muslims. Seskers of light and lear-
ning repaire to it from svery part
and studen:s from ail the couniries
where Muslims are found gather
under iis raof-a ‘rue representaion,
in deed, of tne unity of the Muslim
world. This high position that
al-Azhar occudies plaved a great
part in attracting Muslim scholars
to this historic confercnce. The
discussions that the scholars carried
on and the papers that they read
in the many sessions of the con-
ference not only poin* to the great
intsrest of the scholars in the
problems that face us, but also
give us a true picture of these
problems. We wish, therelore, to
refer briefly to some of the discus-
sions and publish summaries of
some of the important papers:

The first paper read in the
conference deait with the factors

that helped the spread of Islam.
From the discussions that followed
it was clear that it was the most
important problem that has been
engaging Muslim minds as it was
also the foremost object of the

Academy. As one of the delegates
put it, “It was the core of the
Academy’s activities”. The discus-
sions regarding various details o
the problem and the replies given
bv the author of the paper proved
to be of great value, no less va-
luable than the paper itsef. Orne
of the delegates spoke on Islam
in Africa and referred to tie
difficulties that the Muslim face
there, and to the hostile attitude ot
Christianity, Ahmadism. Qadianism
and Bahaism. He called upen the
delegaies to find out effective
means of spreadirg Islam in this
region.

Shaikh Mustapha Kamal al-Tazi
of Tunis emphasized the nced to
study the problems that arize in
our daily life, especially in the
economic field and to explain
Islam's view vis-a-vis these pr-
oblems. This would prove to the
coming generations that Islam is
suited to all times and climes.
Soms of the problems that he
referred to ~re : tax versus Zakat,
unification of the lunar calendar,
utilization of the animals sacrificed
on the occasion al the hajj etc.
Shaikh Abd al-Karim Saito of Japan
called for the starling of missiznary
movement in Japan. The Pakistani
delegate, Shaikh Ghulam Ghauth

said that Muslim unity could be
{Cont. P. 26 )
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The Academy of Islamic Researches :

Meetings and Discussions

By

IBRAHIM MOHAMED EL-ASSIL

SUB - EDITOR

On March 7, 1964 History was
eagerly watching Cairo, the seat of
al-Azhar to witness an epoch-ma-
king event in the history of Istam
- and its fallowers. For on that day
was held, under the auspices of
the Academy of Islamic Researches,
the first international Conference
of Muslim scholars. Religions dig-
nitaries from every nook and cornet
of the Muslim world responded to
the historic invitation to attend the
Confcrence which represented the
unity of Islam in the real sense
of the word. Afier the Arab Sum-
mit which was held at the beginning
of this year and which unified the
Arabs, came the internatioal con-
ference of Muslim scholars to unify
the Muslims, to look inte their needs,
to solve problems of the day that
face them and to find out the most
effective means of spreading the
message of [slam. Muslim unity
which was the hope of every Muslim
has now almost became a reality

just as Aarb unity itaelf has mate-
rialized. Both these unities are
interdependent : for in the might
of the Arabs is ke might of Islam,
and their weakness is tantamount
to ihe defeat of Islam. This exp-
lains why Muslims everywhere evi-
nced so keen an interest in both
the Conferences.

I am not far from the truth
when I say thai the Iaternational
Islamic Conference has created a
confidence in the heart of every
Muslim who is looking forward to
a bright futuie tor the Mustim
Nation.

Tne conference has emphasized
the importance and the utility of
Academy of Islamic Researches. It is
a forum for the Muslim Community
to which Musiims will turn for
solution to the various religions
problems that face them at present.
The Academy that has been created
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The programme of the confe-
rence has been drawnup as follows:
The members and the delegates
will take part during the first two
weeks in meetings, parties and
visits to various places to see the
progress the United Arab Repubiic
is making, During the next two
weeks the members of the Academy
will hold meetings. The conlerence
will then turn inio committees for
study and discussion. The mem-
bers will also draw up programmes
for the meeting of the Academy
which according to its cons'itution,
should be held at least once every
month.

Thus you sce, Gentlemen, that
we, the members «f the Academy,
have been charged with a great
responsibility. The eyes of Muslims
are, therefore, directed towards us,
expecting to hear cur verdict in
many of the problems rthat they
meet in their daily ‘'ife and have

become part of their life. In tbe
same way, on our efforts rests the
future of the coming generations
who may find themselves fetlered
with the bonds of sweeping mater-
ialism and fatal individualism.

As long as we have strength
of will and sinceritv of purpose,
the problem is not difficult, and
God willing, we shall achieve wha!
we aim at (“Verily Allah does
not change the state of a people un-
less they themselves change it.”)
and the hopes of the Muslims to live
with honour in this world and the
hereafter shall become a reality as a
resuit of your efforts. “Say: Work;
Allah and His Aposile and the
believers shal soon see what ycu
do ; vou will certainly be returned
to the Knower of the unseen and
the seen and He shall inform you
as to what you did.”

And Allah's is the guidance.

Peace and blessings of Allah
be on you.
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to prevail in the society, to spread
the understanding of religion and to
widen the scops of Islamic culture
in such a way that it becomes an
open book to be read by people in
every walk of life.

Brethren,

PR

!

I shall present before you a |

brief account of the Academy and
its growth and the task that we
hope to achieve. The Academy
was to instituted by Law No. 103/
1961 to be t'ie highest body for re-
search, It will work to revitalize

Islamic culture, to cleanse it from

unwelcome foreign elements, and
to bring it back to its pristine
purity. It will express its views
on juristic and social problems con-
nected with the dogma. It will
call the people towards the Path
of Allah with wisdom and goodly
admonition. The Academy has also
been charged with the task of stu-
dying all that is published about
Islam and the researches carried
out by non-Muslims to benefit from
what is good and to refute what
is wrong etc.

Later on laws were passed
appointing twenty-seven members
of the Academy and laying down
qualifications of the members, then
modifying certain clauses of the
original law. The Ministry also
passed laws relieving certain mem-
bers of their other duties to devoie
ail their time exclusively for the
Academy.

é
l
i

|
!

Allah wilied to 1ake away two
of the members to His proximity
before ihey cuuld meet us in this
assembly. One is Ustadh lbrahim
Mustapha who contributed sincere
efforts to the language of the Qur'an
and the ofher is the Grand Shaikh
Mahmud Shaltut, ihe former Rector
of Al-Aziar, All of us know his
intrepre‘ations in the field of figh.
May Aliah shower His choicest
blessings on both of them and
rank them with the righteous and
the martyrs ! Allah certainly does
not waste the reward of these who

- do good.

The General Secretariat of the
Academy pooled its humble resour-
ces tirce a long time in preparation
for this conference and presented
some vitzal issues from which mem-
bers couid choose topics for «tudy.
Tihese propcisls were acceptable
to the members and exhaustive
discussions on these fopics have
reached us. These papers will be
presented tc the members for stady
during the l!ast two weeks ¢f this
session of ihie Academy, and during
the first two weeks of the session
such of the papers wil be read as
have been tranzlated and scrutini-
zed. As many of the papers rea-
ched us during the last few days
the Secretariat could nct look into
all of them.
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SPEECH

BY
SHAIKH AL-1SLAM AL-HAJJ IBRAHIM NAYAS
OF SENEGAL

On behalf of the delezates to the First Conference
of the Academy of Istamic Researches
on March Tth 1964

Praise be to Allah to the Lord |

of the Worlds, and blessings and
salutation be upen the Sea! of the
Prophets and the Lender of the
Apuostles,

Your Excellency the Vice - Pre-
sident, Honourable Minister for Waqfis
and Al- A7HAR and Gentlemen :

| deem it a great honour to
have been given this unigue oppor
tenity to spexk on behalf of the
Muslim Delezates on tie gccasion
of the inauzurctien of the first
Cenference of the lshmic Rezearches
Acudemy. The e delezates on waoge

behal: 1 =tund 1o speak

di-tinzuished gror p of Musetim scho-

lare, “initaries ond thiners who
have since-ely devoted teir
for the noble cause o Truth and
{he rervice of 'clam,

Gentlemen:

We, the delexaies ascembled
here in this place are indeed proud
of having cccepted the invitation
extended to us by AL~ AZ7AHAR to
attend this rexlly great Conference.
It is great in its noble objectives,
great in its heroiC delegates, great

ore a4 |

E

in its venue, great in its timing and
great in its far-sighted leadership.
For this place is the most suitable
venue for this noble task as “eve on
this soil stands the age-old AL-
A7HAR which is rightly consitered
the bastion of lslamic Shariah since
many  centuries, and the time
likewise is the most suitable ene on
account of good feelinzs created by
feelings created by the Arab summit
in the hearts of people from the
Atlantic Ocean to the Arabian Guli,
The creaticn of better relations
between the Arab Brethren is in-'eed
a great achievement witich we ail
bless, for no two pereens difier cn
the importance of the Arabs and t-e

lives | Arabic lanmaze in tie sprex! of

[elam.

Gentlemen :

The eyes of Muslims all over
the world are directed towards us
with hopes. Let us, therefore, realise
the great responsibility that has
been placed on our shoulders. We,
the scholars of the Muslim Natien
are heirs of the Prophets and “ the
best Community raised for the
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awarding degrees, after which they
part with their Institution. The
relatienship has strengthened the

ties between Al Azhar and all the
Islamic peoples through those gra-
duates who return to their native

lands being spiritually and faithiully
a'tached to Al-Azhar where they

have acquired what will shed light
on ihe right path, They return to
their native lands with “Their light
between their hands and in their

right ones ; and they said: O Lord,
complete cur light.”

Al-Azhar has become the right-

ful custodian of the Islamic heri-
tage, It has afforded its students

the opportunity to delve deep ‘inte

studies, the Arabic language as the
various human sciences at large.

- Although Al-Azhar, during cer-
tain periods of its history, was aff-
lic'ed with some of what bslell the

iniellactual movement, as a whole,
particularly during the foreign

occupation of Egypt, could yet
manage to guard lslamic Heritage
and protect the Arabic language
— the language of ihe Qura'n —
against the intrasicn of the foreign
tongue. Al-Azhar ceuld, therefore,
manage to keep its door wide open
for ali learners wishing to study
Arabic and Islamic Sciences till the

occupation was over and the intel-
ieca1l movement was once again

revived. Al-Azhar, then, resumed
its tunction and effectiveness in

this respect, thus, bearing 1o ali
people the message of Knowledge
and Faith.

To help Al-Azhar fulfil its mis-
sion and adapt itself to the needs
of modern times Law No. 103 was
issued in 1961 with the aim of
re-organizing Al- Azhar, Thanks to
the government of the Revolution
Al-Azhar has become : The Sup-
reme Islamic Organisation that pre-
serves the Heritage of Islam, makes

a clear study of it, propagates it
and stands as the true bearer of

the Islamic Message to all peoples
peinting out the Truth about Islam

and i's influence in the progress

of humanity, and maintaining secu-
rity and satisfaction for the people

in this world. and hereafter.

Gentlemen, the Learned Men

of Islam and ‘he Leaders of Islamic
Thought :

Your meeting at this first Con-
gress of the Academy of Islamic

Researclies 1« an ou'come of the law
of the Evoiution of Al-Azhar.

This Congress is also a mani-

festatiun of the Unity of Islam and
the Muslimz.

“ This, your Nation, is but one -
Natio:i. And I am vour Lord ; wor-
ship me.” .

Brorhers, the Learned Men of
Islam :

May Geod blers you, guard your
efforts, help: vou achieve rightecus-~
ness, and guide you aiong the
right pat'. _

May God’'s peace, mercy and
blessings be upon you.
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The Speech
Ddelivered by Dr. MOHAMED ABDULLA MADI
Vice-Rector of Al Azhar and President
of the Congress of the Academy of

Islamic Researches

Praize be to God who has
caused us to rally round the Truth
and guided us to the honour of
having Faith in Him; and may
God's peace and bh'essings be upon
our Holy Prophet whom God sent
to be a bearer of good iidings and
a warner, and one whe cills to
God’s grace by His leave, and a
lamp spreading light.

It is in ‘he name of God, the
Marcifui the Compassionate that we
inaugurate the fi-st Congress of
The Academy of Islamic Researches.
And in the came of Al Azzar, |
greet and welcome you and pray
tn God Almighty, that He shall
bless your efforis and lead your
conference to success and guide
vou on the path of righteousness.

As a matter of fact, Al-Azhar,
that has undertaken to carry out
the message of Islam over a thou-
sand years, thus propagating Islamic
culture throughout the world, has
the Drivilege of having convened
this congress.

Gentelmen :

Al-Azhar has always been of
you and for you. Since its incep-
tion in the Fourth Ceniury, it has
adopted a general Islamic attitude;
It has never stoed, for any parti-
cular group or sect, but has stood,
according to God's will, as an Ins-
titution for the study of Islamic
Law and the Religious Sciencesin
all their various branches.

Besides, Al-Azhar has not been
for Egypt alone, but has belonged
to the Islamic World at large. Frem
all couniries and lands Muslims
flock to it to acquire knowledge and
study Religious Sciences. Then they
go back to their countries io awaken
religious consciousness amongst
their compatriots, therefore having
the principies of Truth realized in
and through them.

The relationship of Al Azhar with its
guest students who come to it from
various parts of the Islamic World
is not confined to instruction or

(2)
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Al-Azhar to preform its role in
guiding the Arab Nation ond the
Islamic world,

Gentlemen,

You will witness these glories
during your stay here, You will
participate in realising the develop-
ment of Al-Azhar through helping
to solve the questions and issues
that will face you - the problems
of Muslims at large.

The decisions and opinions you
are going to take will undoubtedly

have deep effect on the millions who
watch the news of this conference,
as they usually do, with their
eyes turned towards Cairo and
Al-Azhar just in the same way as
they will tum after few days, to
Mecea, the First House set up for
the worship of Allah,

We implore God to crown your
efforts with success, guide the
leaders of Islamic and Arab Nations
to the path of righteou:ness and
always support our guide and leader,
President Gamal Abdel-Nasser,

Wassalamu alaikum
warahmatuy AHlah.
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evidence of the afore-mentioned
phenomenon, Fmperialism has en-
deavoured in Alzeria, in particular,
and in every other Istamic land, in
general, to separate the Arabs of
Algeria from their relizion and to
cause this stronz support of history
and belief to collapse. 1t hat derived
different arts and followed, for one
hundred and thirty years, different
methods to achieve its aim, Never-
theless, the Algerian Revolution has
broken up as an outlet for the
Algerizn’s  bellef in lIslam and
Arabism. Its main support, in its
hard struzgle, was its belief in a
a fizht for the Word of God. When
its success was achieved and its
affairs settled, its constitution dec-
lared, in its first articles, that
Islam is the official relizion and
that Arabic, the languaze of the State,

But the formation of the Islamic
Researches Academy in this way
and in the choice of its members
from amongz the leaders and pioneers
of Islamic thought and from amenz
the keen obrervers of the conditions
of present life, "with its events and
problems, increases our hope in
overcominz the diffculties which
research work and study face, assuring
the Muslims about their religion,
explaining its value in human life
and showiny that Islam, though the
desert was its birthplace, is meant

f

)

|
|
|

potentfalities that

for Man and Human virtuous quali-
ties in every age and place: the age
of the camel as well as age of the
machine,

1 firmly believe that had not a
revolution taken place in the United
Arzb Republic, had not ihis revolution
aimed at creating a rociety that has
a history and glorious past in
struggle, a society that has under-
taken the message of ideals zni the
~preservation of the Holy Qur’an as
a religion ani creed, and had not
President Gamal Abdel-Nasser been
the picneer planner of this Revolu-
tion, this society woull have neither
emersed in its present form nor the
enabled it to
cooeperate with others for the sake
of the Arab Nation, the Islamic
world and God’s sake would have
been possible.

The era wherein the tunnels of
the High Dam are dug among rocks
and desert to be made serviceable to
man instead of being an enemy to
him, this era which has eradicated,
once and for all, colomialism from
its domination over the Suez Cenal,
the wvein of the entire Arab Nation
as well the Islamic world, adis up
a new glory to the list another
important achivement the reorgani-
sation of Al-Azhar-in a way that
enables graduates and member to
participate in life and prepares
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among its members, new figures
representiny different cultures and
various attitudes of knowled e but,
added to this, it aims at the revival
of the traditional teachinzs of the
formers and the pavement of the way
for the remewal oi the attitude of
brilliont Islamic Ulama and juri-
sprudents in coninz to azreement
about any case problem,

1f some other Ulama, represent-
ing Non-Arab I[slamic countries, do
not witness to-day’s Conference as
members, the followinz conference,
if God wills, will include them
after the necessary steps have been
taken. '

The Conference of the Islamic
Researches Academy, in its present
session, will face many difficulties,
cases, events and developments which
have appeared for the first time or
precipitated in the lives of the
Islamic communities after the juri-
sprudents have stopped to give their
opinion and satisfied themselves by
adherinz to one of the creeds
prevalent or by tryinz to come to
a compromise concerning varyinz
creeds, The conference will face
such difficulties and cases and it is
bound to deal with them by research
and study to select the clear Islamic
opinion, This will help to the return
anew of the relation between the
lives of the Muslims in their
practical passage under the pro-
tection of the principles of Islam so

as to guide man correctly towards
the clear direction which will guard
his life, protect him from the
elements of weakness, hefp him te
overcome ohstacles, save him from
idleness and urze him to work and
production.

These difficilties and carces
which face the conference in its
present session from a hard ani
serious job. 1t is hard because it
will »ave to study and give orizinal
solitions to them, because the gap of
time between the time of starnation
in the Islamic thougt ond its juris-
prudence and the present has been
so great. And because of this bix
gap it has been believed that nothing
better could be achleved.

It is serious because the opinion
which will be fromed and will
explain the aim of Islam will have
a wide and deep efiect on the souls,
The Muslims at present are quite a
considerable number which cannot
be ignored. The more they are for-
ced to deviate from Islam through

shaking their belief and understanding

of this religion by dfferent mecns

and different intellectual tendencies.
the more they yearmn to stick to its

principles and to apply them in

their lives.

The Algerian Revoluticn, in its
break and success, is a clear
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beiallen the Muslims in their unity
as well as in their jurisprudence and
outlook for life,

This Law does 1ot mean that
Al-Azhar would deviate from its
message or the history of {his mes-
sage in science, knowledge, juris-
pridence and preachinz, It is meant
to enable Al-Azhar to fulfil its
message in an efiective way so as to
help its penetrating rays to reach
the liie of millions of Muslims in
their unity, friendship, and appre-
hension of the Islamic values and
applying them in their private and
general lives,

By the reorganization of Al-
Azhar the Law does not mean to
make Al-Azhar mimic any other
educational or cscientific institution
inside or outside it, It means 1o
renew the status of the Muslims in
the days of glory ond greainess
when they surpassed everybody else
in their faculties for learning whe-
ther in the subjects of the Qur’an

and the Hadith or in Arabic, intel-

lectual and human sciences or in
physics and mathematics. The Law
means to restore to the Arabs and
Muslims the age of intellectral
patronage and scientific leadership
in no less a way than what had
been known oi the Muslims in their
relations with others and supplying

them with the leading free thought
and the scientific method.

it is not strange in the intellec-
tual history of Al-Azhar to have an
age of leadership in research and
study in all the previous :pheres,
and to have among its men Ulama
who have excelled in other fields of
knowledge, just as they have excclled
in the sciences of the Qur’an or
Sunnah or the Arabic language.

One of the most important
interests of the Law is to reform
this body, which is in charge of
research and devotion to original
deep studies, to supply the Muslims
with opinions about the problems
which face them and which the
necessities of life has put forward
and made it urgent for them to
know what their Islam advises, what
relieves their souls and what sup-
plies their capacities in life, to urge

them towards effective work and

the preservance of their dignity and
superiority,

If this law has enacted that the
formation eof the Islamic Researehes
Academy should include research
Savants graduated from Al-Azhar,
research Savants from theUniversities,
hizher institutes of the Republic and
other research Savants, well-known
in the Arab and Islamic world for
their broad outlook, deep thought
and original opinion, the Law does
not express a mere desire to have,
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Speech

by

DR. MUHAMMAD AL-BAHAY

Mr, President,

Dear Member_s and Guests of
the Academy,

[n the Name of God, the Mer-
cifil, ihe Beneficent.

You are welcome here, in the
Capital of the United Arab Republic.

We welcone you on the occasion
of the meeting of the first Islamic
Researciies Academy Conference
after the issue of Law No. 103 for
1961 concerning the reorganization
of Al-Azhar,

Before starting my speech, |
would like to ask you to join us in
invokinz the Almighty God to bless
the eminent Shiekh Mahmoud
Shalteut, Rector oi Al-Azhar.

t1e really deserves to be remem-
bered in this conierence by us for
all the good he has done and for
the eifort he has given to organize
the body which is in charge of
Istamic researches and which gives
opinion about thie problems concer-
niny Muslims; an opin‘on derived
from the Qur’an, the verified Sunnah
and the opinion of the mature juris-

prudents who are honest in their
belief and jurisprudence, the three of
them being the reference and
criterion.

This body meets tc-day in the
form of a conference for the Islamic
Researches Academy.

Gentlemen,

When the United Arab Republic
reconsidered the organization of
Al-Azhar and its institutions and
issued Law No., 103 for 1961, the
followiny institutions were formed -

Al-Azhar  University, Islamic
Researches Academy, General Depart-
ment for Al-Azhar Inctitutes, the
High Council for AlAzhar and its
General Secretariat. By so doing,
the United Arab Republic aims at
prompling life and movement anew
in the activity of preaching and
Islamic and Arabic Studies, It aims
also at the resumption of building
up the glories of the Muslims, aiter
reviving the relizious, scientific and
humzn heritage and at clarifying
this heritage from the blemishes
caused by the weakness that had
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Today Islam is facing many
strony challenzes which aim at
dong away with [slam. Had it not
been for Allah's promise contained
in His words : “ We have revealed
the Reminder and We shall protect
it,” the position of lstam would
have been diiferent f-om what it is
today. But realisation of Allah’s
promise rests on our fait1 in the
Book and our ejiort to preserve it.

The role of the Scholars, the-
refore, in preservinz lslam and the
Book of Allah is indeed great,
Muslims expect them to expound
the truths of Islam and its teach-
ings and to precent them to the
people in their pristine purity and
to explain them {o the people in
clear terms and in an unbiased way,
This expo:ition of the Scholars
stould be an expression oi their
faith, and it should create in the
minds of the people a feeling that
Islamic values are forces that will
end the darknesses of fear, poverty
and ignorance in every society that
believe in them.

The Challenges that lslam faces
today are not only external bit also
internal; not oniy challenzes from
colrnialism and its tricks, but alco
chatlenyes from atheism and deviation
in unde standing and deviation in cha-
racter. Colonialism not cnly challen-
ved the Book of God ani its vatues
and its principles, distortinz some
of them and rejecting the others,
mockinz at some and doing away

with other in name of science, but
alro challenzed the unity of Muslims.
it divided them into nations and sec-
tions and groups, &nd transformed
their leral school into religions, their
languazes into barries, their land
into distances, and their races into
frontiers, all of which stoed in the
way of their physical as well as
spiritual contact. Colonialism chal-
lenged the faith of the Muslims and
their understanding of the Book of
God, and created for every country
an lslam, though “religion with
Allah is Islam”’ since He revealed
His message and sent messenzers.
Religicn of Allah is therefore, one
and His Qur’2n is one which is in
the clear Arsbic tongue.  Albeit
colenialism did away with the
Muslim Unity as it distorted the
teachings of Islam and its principles.

If Muslims are to be “t1e best
Community raised for the people”
it is imperative that these barriers
between them should end and it is
also imperative that Muslims should
return to the Book eof God and to
its language.

And as we have mentioned
before it is for you the members
of the Islamic Researches Academy
to carry out tiis task. |

May Allah guide you. Your

deeds will never forsake you.

Peace and blessings of God,
be on you.
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2n easy prey to its occupation and
exploitation. To do this it souz'it
the help of its supporters who could
pave its way. In spite of all this, it
wias but mnatural that the will to
chanze should be bomm and t-at it
shou'd revolt against this exploita-
tion in accordance with the law of
Allah “ that Allah does not chanze

the state of a p-ople unless they
change it themselves.

Here in the United Arcb Repub-
lic appeared the will and power of
Allah and supported the will of the
Revolution, i.e,, te will to change,
and this will has entered every
walk of life, As a result colonialism
was ended so that tie Country
might be free, and feudalism and
capitalism were ended so that the
country and the citizen mizht enjoy
freedom, Social justice was then
established by banishing claass’s dif-
ference, A strong national army
was created to defend the conntry

and the citizen and to meet any
interference in the carryinz out of
the pecple’s will to ¢iange,

Gentlemen

Realisint the value of Al-Azhar
and the part it had played in the
past, and the part it can play in our
present society, not only in the
United Arab Republic and the Arab
Countries, but also in the w"ole
wordl eof lIslam, the Revolution
strove  seriously 1o reorgonize
Al-Azhar and to remder it fit to
spread the message of Islam by
thought, researcii, learinz and deed
in such a way that Islam covers all
walks of human life.

Amonz the other institutions
brought into beiny by the law of
the Reorganization of Al-Azhar is
the Islamic Reserches Academy. This
Academy is mzant fo be the highest
body for research. it will work to
revitalize lslamic culture, to cleanse
it from unwelcome forei sn elements,
and to brinz it back to its pristine

purity, It will make it known to
the people in every walk of lite, It
will express its views on juristic
and social problems connected with
the dogma ; it will call the perple
towards the Path of Allah with

wislom and goodly admonitions.
The Academy has also been charged

with the task of studynz all that
is published about Istam and the
legacy of Islam an1 the recearches
carried out by non- Muslims to
benefit from what is gocd in them
and to refute and rectify what is
wrong, The Accdemy will also
help in directing higher studies at
Al-Azhar for the stidents of Specia-
lization and Al:miyyah, in supervis~
in3 such studies and in holding
examination in them.

Conitions that have been fixed
for membership of the Academy will

encure envolment of perrons best
suited to carry out these tasks.

You are the first batch of
scholars to be amonzst the members
of the Academy =after its inception
and on you - the Scholars of the
United Arab Republic, the Arzb
Countries and the Muslim world -
rests the rerponsibility of translatingz
into action the objects of the
Academy,
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The Inangural Session of the Conferenee

The inaugural seesion of the Conizience was held in the conference
hall of the Cairo Governorate. A large number of university professors,
members of several cultural organizations and Arab and foreign press
reporters were present, Mr. Hussein Shafi, Vice-President, Dr. Muhammad
al-Babay, Minister for Awqal and al-Azhar, Mr. Salah al-Dosuqi Governor
of Cairo, Dr. Muhammad Abdullah Madi deputy Grand Shaikh ofi al-Azhar
and Mahmud Hubb Allah, secretary general of the Academy of Islamic
Research, paiticipated in the session. The deliberations Commenced with
the recitation of the holy Quran. Mr. Hussein Shafi then delivered the
sinaugural addrese on behalt of President Gamal Abdul Nasser. Latter
Dr. Muhammad al-Bahay, Dr. Muhammed Abdullah Madi Dr. Mabmud
Hubballal:, and Shaikh Ibrahim Nayas addressed the Conference. Shaikh
Ibraliim Nayas spoke on behalf of the delegates participating in the
Conference. The session ended, as it had begun, with the recitation ol
the holy Quran. At the eund of the session Mr. Hussein Shafi Shook hands
one after another, with the Delegates and welcomed them.

Following are the texis of the speeches delivered in the session:

SPEECH

HUSSEIN El1-SHAFI
VICE - PRESIDENT \

BY Mr,

On the occasion of the first Conference of the Islamic
Researches Academy in 7th March 1964,

As-Salamu Alaikum wa Rahmat
Ullah :

In the name of Alla", the Com-
passionate, tie Merciful, Praise be
to Aliah, the Lord of Worlds and
peace and blessings be on the
Leader of the Apostles!

Members of the {slamic Resear-
ches Academy, 2nd <uests of the
United Arab Pepublic attending the

first meetiny of this Academy in
the form of a Conierence held under
the auspices of the Al-Az"ar after
its reorganization, | welcome vou
all on be1alf of President Gamal
Abdul Nasser.

QGentlemen :

Colonialism has been lyin3 in
wait for the Muslim World to di-
vide its strength so that it may iall
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emigrants were facing. He further
added that the Indian people
considered the Palestine question
a human problem for wbhich an

urgent reasonable solution must be
sought,

From all this we can see how
important this international con-
ference was. The aims cf the
Conference have been briefly sum-
marised in the following words by
D:. Muhammad Abdullah Madi,
Deduty Grand Shaikh of Al-Azhar :
“It is the greatest Conference of
the Scholars of Islam who shoulder
the responmsibility of spreading
Islam and solving dogmatic and

soeial probleme, and this under the
auspices of the Academy cf Islamic
Research which is the highest body
for Islamic research and which
undertakes the study of ali that
pertzins tc Islamic hen'age, end
which comp:ises distinguished sche-
lars of Islam representing all the
gchools of Islamic thought.

It remains {0 be seen how far
the Academy succeeds in achieving
these aims but there can be no two
opizions ab.ut the imporiance of
what it has actually achieved : it
has given the Mus!/em scholars a
forum to meet and an opportunity
to share each other's views. This
indeed is no mean achievement.
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1 — Revenue and the right of Senegal, Mali, Guinea, Sierra Leone,

gstate to Taxation in Islam.

2 — Arab and Muslim Ex-
pansion : a coasidera'iin of the
patural and human [actors.

3 — Land-owing by the in-

dividual and its benefits in Islam. .

4 — The claim of the poor to
the property of the tich.

5 — The sysiem of ihtisab or
‘Moral Control’ in Islam and the
right of ithe individual to the
State.

6 — Ijtihad or Individual In-
terpretation : iis past and present.

7 — International Relations in

Islam.

In all one hundrid and twenty
delegates, all great scholars,
representing forty - two countries
attended the Conlerence. In addi-
tion to these, professors of
AL - AZHAR, presidents of sucieties
and !slamic centres all over the
world were aiso present. The
countries that participated in the
Conference werc as foliows :
From ASIA : Iraq, Yemen, Kuwait,
Oman, Afghanistan - Pakistan,
Lebanon, Indonesia, India, Ceylon,
Philippine, Malasia, Turkay, Jodran,
Saudi Arabia, Soviel Union, Japan,

Gaza and Bahrein.

From AFRICA: Libya, Tunis, Algeria,

Sudan, Somalia, Nigeria, Mauritania,

Togo, Union of South Africa,
Uganda, Kenya and Maritius.

Frem Europe: G eece, Yugosiavia,

Hungary, Holland and Britain.

Fr mrAmerca: Trinidad.

Beiore the Conference ended
the delega‘es paid a visit 1o the
Gaza Strip on an: invitation from
the Governor General who extended
the invitation to the delegates on
benalf of the sons of the Arab
Palestine. During their visit the
delega'es held a meeting and
issued a communiqué re - iterating
that Palestine is An Arab country
whose sons have been wronghully
driven out. The Communiqé called
upon the Muslim World to take
necessary steps for restoring the
right of people of Palestine. It
also thanked the Arab Kings and
Heads ot States for their support
10 the Palestine problem in the
Arab Summit Conierence. Of the
non - Arab delegations, the Indian
Delegation evinced special interest
in the Palestine problem. Shaikh
Maulana Muhammad Tayyib, the
head of the Indian Delegation said
in reply to a question that the
partiiion of Palestine wouid be a
heinous crime. He added (hat the
Indian people were deeply c: ncer-
ned with the economic and social
problems that the Palesiinian Arab
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and that Islam knows no conflict
between religion and learning im
the widest sense of the word.

Secondly, AL-AZHAR had always
remained an international seat of
learning. It has welcomed in the
past, as it does now, students
from all parts of the world ir-
respective of race, colour, language
and even religion. These students
drawn from different countries and
speaking different languages have
always met in harmony and univy,
studying, discussing and arguing
in a purely academic spirit. There
is hardly any country in the
world where the alumni of this
great Universily are not found
sharing with others the wisdom
they have acquired at Al-Azhar.

The Academy decided this
year to hold under its auspices
the first international conference
of Muslim Scholars from all over
the world.

On Shawal, 22, 1382 ( March
6, 1964) ihe Conference Com-
menced in Cairo which, in addition
to being the capital of the United
Arab Republic, has been the centre
of Islamic Culture and the bastion
of Islamic heritage f.r many
centuries ; It was a dream come
true, for it was the cherished hope
of Muslims all over the world that
such a conference of international

character be held to realise the

- aspiration of sincere Muslims for

the establishment of intellectual
and cultural contact between the
sons of the Islamic nation dwelling
in the for corners of the world.

The Conference discussed
papers prepared by members of
the Academy, and dealing with
various topics. These pepers, and
those which the Academy will
continue to prepare and publish
will be of two types:

a) The first lype deals with

subjects, which, although not
entirely new, need a new pre-
sentaion in the new social set up
created by the Industrial Revo-
lution. Researches carried cut in
this field will aim at knocking the
rust off the minds enslaved to
material weilfare and lifting the
scieen from our eyes blinded by
the glare of modern life.

b) The second 1 pe deals with
problems created by modern inven-

tivng and scientific advancement.

It is hoped that this Academy will
provide solutions 10 many of these
problems in the light of the Quran
and the Sunna.

of the papers that were read
and discussed in the Conference,
the following deserve special
mention :
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this century, created a hiatus
between Islam and the modemn life.
Those that clung to the old ways
of lile were denied acquaintance
with modern thought, and on the
other hand those that were brcught
up in the new tradition were tctally
ignorant of Islam and its glorious
heritage. The need te bring about
a harmony between Islam and to
the modern lite was never greater
than it is now. It was AL-AZHAR
that came forward fo do this.

In 1961, under the auspices of
AL - AZHAR was established an

Academv of Isiamic Research to !

serve the highest bodyv for
Islamic research. This Academy
undertakes the study of all that
pertains to Islamic heritage, and
work cn internaticnal level towards
the rejuventation of the Muslim
culture, its purging from accretions,
and
element, while facilitatirg know-
ledge of and acquaintance with it
at all levels and in ali climes. It

as

also zims at following up all that
is published loy Muslims and non-
Muslims alike - about Islam and its
legazy t) benefit from what is right
in it, and to repute and rectify

what is wrong.

The Academy is an internatisnal
body and comprises a  select

its presentation in its true |

number of scholars with profound
knowledge cf Islam and i's heritage.
To help strengthen the unity of
Isiam and fo bring ou! the academic
character which has distinguished
AL - AZHAR, all Musliim countries
and all schools of Islamic thought
are represented in the Academy.
This is also to ensure that the
views expressed and the resoluticns
adopted by the Academy may suit
the different localities and the
varying societies in ihe Muslim
World.

It was in tho fitness cf things
that AL -AZHAR shouig take np
this task of rejuvenating Islamic
culture and bridging the gap thal
has becen growing be'wcen Isiam
and the modern theughtl, Fer
AL-AZHAR is “the first house that
was built for knowledge”, an4d since
it was founded ien centuries ago
it has kept the torch of Isleamic
sciences burning. It has heen
stimulating faith through knowledge
and it has kept alive learning by
study and research with persever-
ance, patience, deliberations and
endurance.

The fact that this great and
gloricus university was first housed
in the misque and remained so far
many centuries is procf poritive
trat in Islam worship and leamning
go hand in glove with each otier
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THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE
“ ISLAMIC RESEARCHES ACADEMY
by :
A. M. MOHIADDIN ALWAYE

Islam is not a religion in the
sence in which it is used to denote
caristianity, Judaism, Buddism efc,
but it is a complete system of life
suiled to all times and climes and
acceptable to all those that dwell
under the sun. It is but narural
for such a universal message to
adapt itself to the varying condi-
tions of life. Since its inception,
thir:een hundred years ago, Islam
has been a living force, grappling
with every new situation tha: arose
and solving every new p-obiem
that it faced. Great doctors of law
known as mujtahids have flourished
in the past and with their profound

—————

supplied to all the countries wWhich

know Islam or wish to know it.

As for the exicting writings, the
authentic from them will remain in
libraries for study by research
Scholars and specialists ; and the
false 2nd unauthentic from them wil]
meet the fate which the unofficial
Qur’an met at the hands of Uthman,
for its existance is a constant danger
to authenlic report and will misguide
those that seek the truth.

—

knowledge of the sources of legisla-
tion in Islam, viz. the Quran, the
hadith, the giyas and the ijma they
have interpreted Islem in the light
of the ctanging patterns of life
in every age.

But urforiunateiy during the
past few centuries of Muslim dewn-
full, mental inertia, deteri-ration in
educariona! standards, lack of pat-
ronage of scholars and divines-all
this conspired to put an end to
ijtihad. This and the ever-growing
inventions and discoveries in the
fields of science and technology

that commenced from the dawp of
s ———————— ]

if the Academy fulfils this
task — and it can do it — then it
will have cleansed the Shariah from
the harmful innovations, and unwel-
come ‘encrustations, and will have
made the religion of Islam a “ we]
of guidance undefiled ”, People drin-
king deep of it will create an idead
society which will march on the
straight path under the guidance
of Truth, the protection of Science
and the supervision of Censcience.



iyl LiaSn [ ol 53 g

—_3 —

The second task before the Aca-
demy is the purginz of the faith and
practice of Islam irom false and
unauthentic traditions and teles that
have come down from one generation
to another, trom customs and man-
ners that have crept into our faith
and practice from outside, and from
beliefs that corrupt mysticism has
injected into Muslim minds. During
the centuries of Muslim downiall
Isiam was forced to Accept and
absorb beliefs and practices which
were far from being Isiamic and
sometimes were actuxlly anti-Istamic,
Thus entered into the framework o
Istamic thinkinz the hatred of every-
thing material. Mrnasticism became
the dominant feature of Istam, Mus-
lims were taught to lcok down upon
worldly life, Islam was considered
to be a bundle of beliefs that opens
the gates of paradise,

The third task before the Aca-
demy is the problem of persona! in-
terpretation (ijtihad ), This alone is
the path that will lead to the goal
that the Academy strives to attain
viz. The reorientation of figh and
the modernization of the Shariah.
The messaze of slam is for ail times
and climes. The living fig of Islam
has to mould itseli with the chanzing
conditions in the social and the eco-
nomic fields. We cannot trerefore

expect the early doctors to have

' be translated

fore-seen the modern prob'ems and

to have worked out their solu ions.

The nearest and the easiest way
for the Academy to reiorm the exis-
tinz conditions would, therefore, be
to study the lezacy of Islam which
comprises various elements and to
codify it into tree authoritative en-
cyclopaediae : the first for the study
of the Quran, t1e second for the
study of Hadith and the third for
t1e study of Figh. Tie Quran will
here be explained in the light of
authentic  sayinys and  moiem
scientiiic knowledge. Due place will
be given to the sound expliatiens
of the later Scholars side by side
with those of the early savants. The
Hadith will be codified from the
authentic collections of Hadith, and
explained in the light of researches
in the iields of History, Sociology,
Fthics, and philosophy. Figh will
be codified from the practice that
has come down to us and from the
sound interpretations of the lezai
Schools.

These tiree collections will form
an authority for lezal decisions and
the basis for all fatwas. Summeries
of these will then be bublished for
study in education 1 institutions; and
these alonz with the originnals wiil
into most of the
Eastern lanzuazes and the most im-
portant western languazes, and copies

(Cont, P, 4)
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Azhar should be reorzanized and
broad-based. Wit this object in
view the Revclution passed the new
law for the reorientation of t1is great
centre of Muslim learning, Among
the other new institutions established
by this Law, is the Islamic Resear-
ches Academy whic brin s tozether
Muslim Scholars and savants from
all the countries. This new forum
will strive to liberate Muslim thought
from blind following, to purze the
sunna {rom spurious and unaut“entic
traditions, to modify tie Sha iah
within ihe framework of the Quran
and the Sunna, to cleanse the faith
from encrustations and harmful in-
novations and to present the faith
of Islam to the peoples of the world
in clear terms and on scientific lines,
We hop2 that the Academy will give
us its consider:d view on the three
following issues, viz, Uniformity of
be'ief, purginz of the Shariah and
permission to the use of perronal
interpretation. The lack of tliese
factors has greatly distorted our
relizion, torn asunder our unity and
hindered the prozation of Islam,

The uniformity of beliei fell a
prey to political parties, and worldly
gread till the number of schisms in
Islam reached seventy-two, Each one
of t1ese Schisms tried to overcome
the other, and to do so it sought to
prove its validity with spurions and

| unauthentic traditions, But, however,
" all these schisms disappz2ared one by
. one before t:e enl of the seventh
century of tie Hijran, except the
Zairi School wiich held its sway
in Spain an 1 cert:in parts of Morocco.
As for the le zal Schools, they ifinally
resolv d into four Schools of
the Sunnites and some Schools of
the Shiites, The differences among
the various Sc'rools of the Sunnites
on fie one hand, ani the Sunnites
and the Shiites on the ot1er hand
grew in intensity with the passaze
of time till finally they were es!ran-
gel from each other so much that

| some Hanifite doctors held that a

Shatii girl was not a kufu (suitable)
for a Hanifite boy, and in the same
way some Shiite doctors held that a
Sunnit boy was not a Kufu for a
Shii girl, Later these differences
narrowed down and this attitude of
hostility towards each other gave
way to one of tolerance, It was then
said that the followers of each School
Should believe that teir School was
b sically right though it might be
wron?; and that the other Schools
were basically wrong though they
might be right. Recently doctors of
the wvarious Sunnite Schools have
Shown sizns of unity and rapproa-
chment not only amonz; the various
Sunnite Schools but also between
these, and the Shiites.




iyl Lz [ JoWl 55 o

CAIRD CONFERENCE OF MUSLIN SCHOLARS

BY A, H AL-ZAYYAT
EDITOR - IN - CHEIF

Just a few weeks ago ended the
summit’ Conference of the Heads of
Arab States, and has now commenced
the Conference of Muslim Scholars,
While the former conierence di-
scussed at the highest level issues
relating to political unity, the latter
will seek to pave the way for re-
ligious uniformity, in fact these
two conferences compliment each
other,

Both these Conferences are an
echo of the Great Revolution that
started on the banks of the Nile of
"Amr bin al-As, then moved to
the banks of the Burdi of Khalid
bin Walid and fater to the banks
of the Tiaris of Sa’d; it echoed in
the mountains of Yemen and its
light shone on the shores of the
Mediterrenean  bringing life  to
Algeria, 1t created hopes and
kinddled courage. 1t connected the
bonds that were broken, In short
it awakened the Arabs to a new
life of unity and a brilliant future.

A revolution cannot usrvive
without a faith even as a body
cannot live without a soul, and a
ship cannot reach the goal without
the guidance of the pole-star. The

Revolution can certainly soften iron,
grow fields on stones, hamess the
Nile, Manuiacture rockets, spread
Knowledge and provide amenities
for the people, but without the
moving force of faith can it stimulate
hearts that are dying to a life of
piety and responmsibitity > The
leaders of the Great Revolution were
alive to this need : they were sure
that the new revolutionary cociety
would not live without religion,
They also knew that relizgion would
not keep pace with the changing
times without the guidance of
Azhar, When the educational needs
of Azhar are complete and when it
adapts itself to the new situation,
it will usher in the East a free and
original Renaissance that will
reorientate the entire East, for
when its culture, derived as it is
from Revelation and the laws of
Nature, will come into contact with
the modern thought, they will react
on each other, and this fusion of
the ancient culture with modern
thought will give Dbirth to
reorientation of religion as Allah
wills it,

It was, therefore, necessary that
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