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It it be true that Al-Azhar is
open to women, please post imme-
diately all informaiion. Are there

any scholarthips uvailable ? Being
the child of a relatively poor man

I have to enquire.

My qualifications are I am told only
for entering an ordinary University
[ have done tow European languages,
History, Geography, Science, (Bialogy,
Poysiology, Hygiene, and Physics) up
to university level. There is the Urdn
and the African language and a bit
Phrsian, Arabic as | mentioned pre-
viously.

May Allah make Al-Azhar
knowiedge

the
centre of not
only for men but women too; and
may He bless the pecple who tho-

ught ol taking such a wise step.

religious

Do send all informtion soonest
possible as at the moment I am at
no proper institution, merely doing
Arabic privately with the intention of
proceeding to the Oriental College
of London which is offering a scho-
larship to six students,

Yours in Islam
( Miss Z. Adam,)
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THE VICE - CHANCELLOR
AL-AZHAR
Egypt. U.AR.

D —]

Als — Salamo alaik.
Dear Sir.

" This morning & local paper had
an article declaring the admittance of
girls to the above institution. If this
be true then surely Allah has answe-
red the call of a weeping heart,

On completing my education up
te University level I was forced fto
leave home in search of islamic kno-
wledge as the women in my country:
South Africa, were terribly ignorant
of the simple facts of Islam:; men
were no better off either. Islam was
and is still spreading at a terrilic
rate but there was not a single female
capable to quench the thrist of reli-
gious knowledge of thousands of my
fellow sisters. | wrote and enquired
from various institutions in the world
whether there was a Darul-Uloom for
girls to which I could go and study
Islam before helping my nuinerous
sisters who due to lack of clear and
simple explanation of Islam were

trying to become Muslems in name
only,

As long as our women remain

t) 8 N Samuanabad,
Lahore. W. Pakistan.

23rd Dee., 1061,

ignorant of the practicability of Islam
in their daily lives so long will the
universal progress of Islam be reta-
rded as the future generation wil-
loose correct contact with their reli-
gion. Is it not the mothers who play
the greatest part in the up bringing
ol children ?.

The one institution which ans-
wered my call was here in Pakistan,
On my arrival | found out that it
was of very poor standard since then
for the last six months, 1 have been
knocked from pillar to post begging
the Alims of India to teach me at
least the Quran and Hadis, but all
have turned a deai ear, for they are
not willing to teach female.

I am ready to devote my entire
life for the upliftment of Islam but
first give me the chance to arm my
sell, Give me a chance {o know the
words of God and His Prophet. My
knowledge of arabic is poor but I am
willing to go to any extent in lear-
ning it for my aim is to understand
the Quran which is written in this

noble tongue.
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into its true follewers.
Muslims, by their sacrifice,
an immense fund cf vitality icr cur
Faith and that is why it is stili sust.
aining us inspite of some of us
having fallen prey to the influences
of such philosephies of life as look
upon this earth as all.

buiit up

We have developed a nation
that it is almost sacrilegious to imp-
ose any hardship on the body. But
we forget that seme hardship s
necessary in the body’s own interest
in addition to the interest of the
soul.

Is it really very difficult to
abstain from food of all kinds and
other indulgence for the hours of the
day for one out of twelve months
of the year? Given the determina-
fion to endure a highly beneficial
hardship, it is not difficult at ajl
Rather, it gives the mind a satisfac-
tion and a thrill of pleasure that is
experienced in evercoming anv obst-
acle. Supposing it is not pleasant
and without difficulty for all, should
they, who find it not pleasant and
not easy, yield to this modest diftic-
ulty.

We have been eating in the
daytime for eleven months of the
year, Should we grudge abstaining
from eating in the day thim for one
month only. Were we to eat without
ever abstaining from eating thigu-
ghout our lives, could that prolong

Tue early !

our Lives or make ug any the hap-
pier. Nobody, T think, will claim such
a regct. Then, why not get some
real benefit spiritually and physically
and physically by this not teo diifi-
cult exercise of Fasting.

Far a normal person to suppose
that he is pot equal to the task of
fasting, is to destract from his own
abilities, which is not a promising
outlock on life. Fasting is therefore
as such a necessity today as it was
when it was first introduced and
will continue so, as long as man is
what he. is.

These are the results which can
and shold be achieved by the Mus-
lims after undergoing the Fast of
Ramadan. And when ‘the Muslim
succeed in achieving these results
he has every cause to celebrate, for
success is always worthy of celeb-
ration. The day of Id—ul— Fitr
should merk for every Muslim the
day of the completion of the success
of his experiment — the day when
he can say to himself that he has
mastered his pains and held the
reigns ol its impulses; the day
when his faith in Allah and himself
has been reatfirmed, and he has sco-
red victory against doubt and suspi-
cion; and the day when his willpo-
wer and organised efiort has contro-
lled his desires and feelings.
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value, besides i*s value as the means |

of providing rest to the stomach, is

well known.

This is not all thal is involved
in the exprience ot Fasting. There is
an educational and training aspect
which makes its imprirt on the mind
without being detected by the preson
undergoing the Fast.

The person who as a result of
the Fast changes his eating habite,
invariably indulges, during the time
of the Fast in silence, in deep think-
ing and contemplation. During these
contemplative moods, it is more than
probable that the person who fasts
would think about the unfortunate
members of the human race who,
because of hunger, sickness or perse-
cution, are forced to experience suf-
fering and unhappiness of a similar 1o
what he has vehemently undertaken.

The man who fasts would thus
find something in cummon beiween
him, while in that state, and his un-
fortunate fellow human beings and
it is unlikely, that he would not then
feel sympathy with those unfortunate
members of humanity in His con-
science and new frame of mind. And
this, in fact, is what the Muslim
should celebrate on *Id-ul-Fitr " - his
joy at having rejunevated and puri-
fied his soul and clothed it with a
new ouflook in life in general, and
the joy of his having awakened his
conscience so that! it becomes aware
of what is around it. lJpon the com-
pletion the upportunily ol leading a

life
spiritual goal.

towards the attainment of his

Is Fasting unnecessary in the
present day world, as some amongst
us seem to suppose ? This question
is indicative of the notion -a wrong
notion indeed - that the Shariat stands

in need of amendinent today.

To think that the Shariat should
be adopted to a particular way of
life preferred and chosen by some
is to being it int> line with what
our physical propensities have made
of us. Instead of lifting ourseleves up
from the low spheres where man
lives only to eat, to the high plane
poinied to by the Shariat - where
man eats only to live, and in due
course, to pass into a state in which
he ~is not required to eat for the
purpose of living.

Our concern shounld be not to
remain what we are, but to be what
we ought to be. Our love of the
body appears to have gained undue
intensity. It was not so with the
past generation of Muslims. History
abounds in accounts of Muslims sub-
jecting the body to exiremes of
hardship in striving to establish the
supremacy of the zoul over the body,
I: is because they belicved in the
life of the soul immensely more than
thae life of the bodv, that, they as a
tace conld prevail over ail others in
the world.

The vitality of Islam lies in the
spirit of self-sacrifice 1bat it infuses
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\What supperts him then in
his work and determination, is largels

in him.

his spirit. In a moment of irresi titie
hunger, what stonds hefween a 1 nely
fasting Muslim in Lis houce and
food lying near him is his defermin-
ation not to yield to hunger a deter-
mination born of regard for the
Commands of Allah and the desire
to be firmer in determination. Such
determination, such refusal to vield
to hunger and other physical zrope-
nsities and such regard for the
Commandments of Allah are qualities
of the Soul «f spirit.

ihe

Fasting should

considered a&s an

80 as to bring him closer to Allah.
When a Muslim
Ramadan Fast, he is in the process
of controlling hungar and thirst
he is accustomed to the hardships
of life and cultivates to his advani-
age and benefit the habit ol seif-
restraint which is of paramount
importance towards the atteinment
ol his spiritual ideals and goal
Abstinence from food alone is not
the purpose of the Rumeadan Fast,
but it is only a preiiminary step to
abstinence firom all be thay
thoughts cr deads. It 15 very rariin-
ent to observe that tiic Hoiy Prophet
is reporied to have said in ihis
connection “ there are many who
fast but can derive no benefit from
it . .. for such people wh) lie and

undergoes

ana

evil,

the |

. over his

bear false witness, Al'a' has no necd
for their observance of the Fast” In
Islam, Fasting is not considered as =
method of appeasing  divine wicth
or seeking divise
connotes an entirely difierent purpe-
se based upon lofty spirituei ideuls
towards the atfainment of spiritual

perfeciion.

compassion, tut

Thus every Musiim oblains str-
ength from the conditions croated
by thz spiritual exercise of fasting.
And if developed studiously, the
spirit can so strengthen the mzn that

| he dees not become affected by the
therefyre  be
institution for the

moral and spritual upliitment of man ' cities Tt is all a matter

demands of his physical nature and
he emerges than his physical prope-
of prac'ice

 with attention and care,
Fasting is mean! to establish
the superiority of man’s spiritual

being over his phyaical. I man re-
that his spirit which is
immuortal and whaich 18 endowed
with potentialities for growth and
development, should have ascendancy
body &and bodily
propensities, he will find iasting the
means to estahiish the desired ascen-
dany of the spirit.

cognized

mortal

asting kas many
its main

like Praver,
benefits concomitiing
benefit to Thesa are the
obvious benelitz {0 man's health and
hiz relatinn with fellow Muoslims. The
heopefits to health needs no elabora:-
ion; that Fasting has a therapeutic

wiih

the soal.
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THE FAST GF RAMADAN

By

A, M. M. SALMAN

The Fast of Ramadan and the
celebraton of the Feast of * [d—ul—
Fitr " occupies a prominent place in
the heart of every Muslim throughout
the whole universe. Id — ul — Fitr
denotes to every Muslim a day of
rejoicing and thanksgiving upon a
successful completicn of the Ramadan
Fast which is considered one of the
five pillars of the Islamic Faith.

It is therefore necessary and
appropriate to ascertain the meaning
and sigiilicance of the Fast of Rama-

dan as well as the meaning and
significance of Id — ui Fitr. The Rama-
dan Fast is a personal experienre of
self control and self purification which
every Muslim undergoes every year
during the month of Ramadan.

The Holy Quran which was rev-
ealed during the month of Ramadan,
to serve as a guidance to mankind, —
and hence the special sanciity atta-
ched to this month, referes to Fas-
ting as follows:—

“0, Ye believers. Fasling is
prescribed to you, as it was presc-
ribed to those belore you, thst ye
may learn self restraint ”.

Prophet Muhammed, ( May the
peace and blessings of Allah be upon

Him ) systematized the institution of
Fasting by prescribing its time in
the year, its duration, the conditions
necessary for its eftectiveness etc.
and enforced it with the utmost siri-
ctness. That is why fasting is very
largely a universal practice among
the Muslims.

What is the purpose of fasting ?
Fasting makes the Muslim accustom
himself to self control in hunger
which is one of the most difficult
physical conditions for man to with-
stand, Since man is mainly a spiritual
being, it is necessary for him to
create conditlions in which his spirit
can thrive unhampered by his physi-
cal propensities,

The food of spirit lies in medi-
taticn abeut Allah and in concentra-
tion on Allah's Commandments to
Man. When the stomach is full, all
the physical faculties of man {ind
sirength to get the better of his
siruggling spiritual faculty. But when
the beily is empty the physical
facuities fail to put up any sirong
fight against the spirit. But when
he resists them with the will to
continue till sunset these lie dormant
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feels that t{he fast is harmtul for
him, should break his fast und fast

the same number of days at another
tinle.

The third section relates to the
old men and those who are like him
whose life will be harmed by fasting
and the causes of their ailments are
impossible to be removed away due
to senility and the one who suifers
from a long continued disease. To
this class of people, Islam permits
them not to fast at all, and in return
imposes on them am obligation to

feed a lesspoor man every day. The

Qur'an stats “ For those who can de
it ( with hardship ), i8 a ransom, the
feeding of one that s
(5. The Cow, V., 184.)

indigent. "

In addition to the above menti-
oned, divers and miners who work
all the year are exempt since fast
causes them hardships, they need not
but it is incumbent on such
persons to feed a poor man as a
ransom for every day of the month
of Ramadan. Thus in view of the
aforesaid, we come to the conclusion
that Islam is the religion of simplicity
and forgiveness.

fast,
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among yourselves; but He turned to | vaonce of the fast: The first one
L

you and forgave you; SO now associ-
ate with them and =ecek what Ged
hath ordained for you, and eat and
drink untill the white thread cf dawn
appear to you; distinct from its black
thread; then complete your fast till
the night appears.” (5. The Cow,
V. 187.)

This is a mode of a adjustment
which Islam introduced as a facility
in the religion which God wills it to
his bondmen, as for ionstance the
Quran states * For God is to all
people most surely full of kindness
most merciful.”

The Facility of Islamic Fast;

According to the facilily which
God ordeined to his bondmen, Islam
imposed fast on all Muslims in an
easy way, as for example the Quran
states “He had chosen you and has
imposed no difficulties on you in
religion.” ( 5. The pilgiimoge, v. 78.)
“God intends every facility for you;

. fast

He does not want to put you to

difficulties.” ( S. 'The cow, V. 183.)

“What can God gain by your
punishment, if you are grateful

and you beijieve ?” (S, The Women,
V. 141.)

Hence, Islam categorised Mus-
lims inio their sections in the obser-

relates to those who are healthy and
living in their homes and who are
able to fast the mwonth of Ramadan
without any difficnity. They should
fast the whele month. And one who
breaks his fast without a reassnable
cause, his deed will be against the
teachings of Islam, and he will be
the meritorious of God’s anger and
all Muslim people. It was the duty
of the pgovernor to punish him, so
that he may serve as an example
to the others who try to follow his
footsteps concerning this. Buat if the
one who broke his fast willed to
return back to the straigt path, he
should declare biz repentance and
fast the same number of days plus

sixty davs imere as an expiation.

The second section consists of

who are ill or on & Jrurney.
In fact, islam allows them to break
fast on condition that they should
the same number of days at
another this respect the
glorious Qur'sn savs “If anv  one is
il cr on a journey; the presciibed
pericd ( should be made up) by
days iater. ” (8. The Cow, V. 185.)

thuse

time. In

Because fasting mostly causes
the ill man and the travelling one
harm or inconvenience, Islam allowed
them to break fast. Hence, one who
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not oy to Muslime be! to all men.

kind aiso. The Quran says © Rama-
dan is the (month) in which sent
down the Quran, as a guide t» ma-
nkind, also clear ( sigus) for guidance
and judgement ( between right aud
wrong }. [ 5. The cow, V, 185 .

In fact, Muslims spend the mo-
nth of Ramadan fasting, worshipping.
gathering together and listening to
the speechers who remind them with
the gacd, urge them 1o do it, invite
to all that is good, enjoin what is

dight, forbid what is wrong and
join together in the mutual teaching
of truth, and of patience and

c¢onstancy. Verily, it is the duty of

every Muslim to sav  “ welcome
you O glorious Month  and may
it pive you pleasure 0 fasiing

believers ”.

Verily, fast is not a modern
concept, but it is rather an ancient
one. It was an important pillar of
every religion, for example : The Bi-
bles of the christians praise the fast
and state that jesus the christ and
hig apostles had performed this kind
of devotion. The Testament “Taurah”
of the jews also considers fast one
of the obligations imposed on fhe
lews ard state that Moses * peace
be cn him " bhad fasted for fourty
days. M)reover, the idolators them-
selves are aware of the Fast. The
history of the ancient egyptians tells

ur It they had Ysted  the

- remang and the greeks quoted the

fast frem the ecovpliuns and nerfor-
med it. Nowadays, the Jodian idola-
tors are performing Fast. It is pro-
bable that fast is an instinclive
matter which the living beings
perform during a period of their

life time. For example, we notice
that the camels sometimes fast.
Hence, we come to the conce

lusion that fast is zn ancient worship
which was weli known by all. In
this connection, ‘hLe glotious Qur'an
savs “ O ye who believe! Fasting is
prescribed to you as it was prescri-
bad to those before you, that you
may (learn) seff — restraint™ [8§,
The cow, V. 183 ).

Fast in Islam, is to cease eating,
drinking and sexual contact from
Dawn 1)l sunset, It was 1:e habit
of the pecple to ea!, drink and in-
dulge in gexual bebaviour with wo-
men from sunset till the time of
sleeP and cease aller that time. But
it was the will of God fo forgive
them and to guide them to an easy
religion, so He revealed the Qut'an
distinguishing rieht from wiong, de-
picting for them how tofast, He say

"Permitied to vou, on the night
of the fast, is the approach to vour
wives. They are vour garments. God
knoweth what ve used to do secretly
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Jdnne by their faithful
and consequently, they would restore
their past giory, and their reception
of Ramadan will be a reception for
dignity and honour and a joy for the
glory and greatness. In this respect
the holy Qur'an says: “ Has not the
time arrived for the believers that
their hearts in all humility should
engage in the remembrance of God
and of the Truth which has been
revealed (to them ), and that they
should not become like those to
whom was given revelation afore
time, but long ages passed over
them and their hearts grew hard ?
For many among them are rebellious
transgressors. Know ve (all) that
God giveth life to the earth after its
death! Already have we shown the
signs plainly 1o you, that ye may
learn wisdom.” (5. The Iron, Vs-
16 — 17.)

“O ye who believe! shall 1
lead you to a bargain that will save
you from a grievous penalty ? That
ve beleive in God and His prophet,
and that ye strive ( your utmost) in
the cause of God with your property
and vour persons: That will be best
for you, if you but knew!. He will
forgive you vyour sins, and admit you
to gardens beneath which rivers
flow, and {o beautiful Mansions in
gardens of eternity : That is indeed
the supreme achievement. And ano-
ther ( favour will He bestow ), which

predecessors, | ye do love, -— help from God and a

speedy victorv. 52 give the glad

tidings to the believers. O ye who
believe, be ye helpers of God: As
said Jesus the scn of Mary to the

disciple * who will be my helpers to
(the work of ) God? ” said the dis-
ciples “ We are God's helpers!”
Then a portion of the children of
Isreal believed and a portion disbel-
to those
who believed against their enemies,

ieved : But we gave power

and they became the ones that pre-
vailed.” (S. The battle Array, Vs-
10— 14.)

fast in fslam:

This is the month of Ramadan
which unites Muslims all over the
worid, irrespective of their languages
and colours. It unites their feelings,
pleasure, night, day, time cof eating,
drinking and also makes them equal
to each other: There is no distinc-
tion between the governor and the
governed, man and the woman or
hetween the rich man and the poor
one, It is a great pleasure to see
Muslims expressing their congratula-
tions — with the coming ol the bles-
sed month — to eachk other with
faithful hea'ts, good souls, smiling
and laughing faces. As a matter of
fact, the month of Ramadan reminds
Muslims “ The feast of the Quran”
which had been granted by God,
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from wrong and cleared the word

“Right” whether in divinity, message, |

Resurrection or in the relationship
which joins the man to his brother
during his life time. The Qur'ar says:
“Ramadan is the month in which
was sent down the Qur'an as a guide
to mankind, also clear (signs) for
guidance and judgement ( between
right and wrong )" [ S. The Cows
V. 185. ]

On the other hand the month
of Ramadan inspires and reminds
Muslims that their victory apgainst
the enemies of Islam was not depen-
dent upon the numerical strength of
the fighters, the wealth er the power
of their weepons, but it is dependent
on their faith, piety and patience. It
reminds them the battle of  Badr
which took place in the month of
Ramadan, and which was the first
battle in Islam, The Quran states the
great victory of the Muslim fighters
in the verse * God had helped you
at Badr, when ye were a contempti-
ble little force : Then fear God; thus
may ye show your gratitude.”

[ 5. The family of Imran, v. 123. ]

It is therefore quite clear that
the month of Ramadan inspired Mus-
lims of the great events of ihe past,
while Ged supported his bondmen
and restored them back to their
homeland out of which they were
driven for no reason execpt that they

said “Allah is our God”. This event
is the one ol the great victory of
Muslims against their enemies and
which caused the sacred Mosque to
be purified of the idols and that led
the Islamic area to be extended and
the word of God to occupy the
highest position and the super rank,
the Quran says “Verily, we have
granted thee a manifest victory. That
God may forgive thee thy faults of the
past and those to follow; fulfil His
favour to thee; and guide thee on the
straiht way; and that God may help
thee with powerful help.” (S. The
Victory, vs. 1-2-3.)

The duty of Muslims towards

Ramadan :

This is Ramadan and that is its
inspiration. It is the duty of the
Muslim people to receive it with
open hearts and to block the way of
the satanic influence by means of it.
This satanic influence which separat-
ed Muslims from each other, corrup-
ted their characters, stole them of
their good personality and emptied
their souls of the Zeal. Hence, Musl-
ims bucame a mixture of personalit-
ies which had no nationality or reli-
gion. They constituted a personality
which was n¢t eastern; western,
Islamic christian or Jewish.

Verily, it is the duty of Muslims
to remember the inspiration of Ram-
adan and to carry out what was
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the materialistic life and lead a caim

He shouid lorget
the troubies of the
of happiners

and spiritua! one.
the pains aid
world end live the liie
and bliss where there is no pain or
misery. This life means {o begin the
day Fasting and saying “In thy name
f am fasting " and to break his fast
at the end of the day saying “In
thy name I am breaking my fast”
and to spend the night in prayer
praising his God, prostrating to Him,
asking Him for forgiveness and reci-
ting the holy Qur'an till the break
of dawn.

In following this way of life,
the beliver's heart will be attached
to his creator, he will maintain this
attachment 1o be connected to God
continuously and this will lead tim
to live all his Bfe in piety, to petiorm
his du‘ies towards his God and teo
give the bondman his rights and to
treat people kindly. This in esseuce
is the inspiration of Ramadan.

The month of the heavenly

revolution :

Not only is Ramadan the month
of sniritual inspiration
fasting, but if is aiso the moer:h of
the heaveniv revzlaticn against evil
and the falsehnod. Indeed, faisebood
led the human Dbeing to aeny the
existence of his creator, to worssip
idols, the sun and the mooa. More-
over, he asked tihe deaf stones fo

bevasure  of

Cotook

forgive hi=, {o support him and to
provide him with bonnty, Falsehood
the mercy oul ol the homan
being's bheart, fited it with tvranny
and cruelty. <o, he killed his sons,
committed adultery and crimes, stole
the properties, humiliated the weak
people and harnessed the poor for

his own benefits.

God disliked the falsehcod, and
it was His wilt to save humanity
from its bad cerdition. Hence, He
revealed the guidance to His prophet
Mohamad “pezce may be upon him”
thrcugh the month of Ramadan to
lead mankind to the straight path
and {0 take them out of the darkness
of ignorance aud enmity, to the light
of knowledge and brotterhcod. The

first ‘chapter of the Quran 1eads
“Procliim ! (or read ) in e name
of thy G-d and cherivher, who

created. Created man out of a (mere)
clot of congealed bLilocd: Preciaim !
and ibv God is most Bountiful, Iie
who 1aught (the use «f ) the pen,
Taught man that which be knew not.”
[ S. The clot of congealed bloed, vs.
1- 5. ]

In fac!, the giorious Qur'an was
revealed to guide people o that
whick is most right and o give ihe
glad tidings to the beiicvers whe
perform deeds ol righteousness, that
they shail have a magniicent reward,
Verily, the Guran distinguished right
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and this is the Fast which Musiims
are enjoined 1o
month of Ramadan, to cxpress their
praises and appreciation to Almighty
God. In this respec’. Holy Qur'an
says “Ramadan is the ( month)} in
which was sent down the Qur'an as
a guide to mankind, salso clear
( signs ) for gunidance and judgement
(between right and wrong). So every
one of you who is present (at his
home ) during that month, should
spend it in fasting, but if any one is
il}, or on a journev, the prescribed
period {shculd be made up) by days
later. God intends every facility for
you, He does not want to put you
into diffeculties. ( He wants you) to
complete the prescriced period, and
to glorify Him in that e has pnided;
and perchance vye shall be grateful.”
“(S. The Cow, V. 185 ).

This is the Holy Book of Istam,
which guides you to the best and
leads you to the right way, and this
is your Month, which reminds you
with God's giit to fear your Creator
and to be patient people, The Quran
says “And hold fast, ail together, by
the Rope which God (streiches ouy
for you ), and be nct divided among
yourselves; and remember with gra-
titude God’'s favour on you; {or ye
were enemies and He joined your
hearts in love, so that by His grace,
you became brothren; and you were
on the brink of the Pit of Fire, and

cHe soved
nerlarm during the |
’ ]

vou from il Thus doth
His Signs clear {v you :
That ye may be guided.” | 3. The
samily of Imran, V. 103, ]

God make

The inspiration  of

Ramadan :

popular

In reality, Ramadan is nothing
but a name of the lunar month bet-
ween the month of Shaaban and the
month of Shawal. As a matter of
fact, this month is one ct special
inspiration and influence on Muslim
people. Consequently, their hearts,
through  this inspiratien are filled
with belief and guidance.

The influence and inspiration of
the Ramadan moanth is not limited to
the eldzrs. but it has also its etfect
on the children. At the commencems-
ent of this month, you could see the
children, especially at night, gathering
themselves together, plaving, singing,
carrying their candles and lanterns,
going through lanes and streets to
express their glad tidings and good
feelings and joy towards the advent
of the blessed month i Ramadan.

Surely, the word * Ramadan’
inspires those understand this
month. its events and characteris'ics;
to prepare themselves 1o a divine
journey for the whole month. This
journey simply denotes that the bliv-
er shouid avoid the enjoyments of

who
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“Say : Behold all that is in the
heavens gnd on earth” “On the earth
are signs for those ol assurad Faith,
as also in vour own selves : Will ye
not then see” [S. the winds that
scaiter, vs. 20-21].

In fact, it is the beok which
removes the distinctions between
man and his brother in hwmanity. It
states that all human beings are the
sons of a single male and a single
female and that God made nations
and tribes of them to know each
other, not to despise each other; and
that, verily the most honoured of
them before (God, is the most pious
who does good for the sake of
goodness itseif.

It is the book which guides all
peopie to the straight path; to follow
it during their life time. In this res-
pect, the Qur'an says “For He com-
mands them what is just and forbids,
them what is evil, he allows them
as lawiul what is good (and pure)
and prohibits them from what is bad

(and impure); he releases them from
their heavy burdens and from yokes
that are upon them.” | S. The Heights
V. 157]

“Verily, this is my way, leading
straight : Foilow it: Follow not other
paths : They will scatter you about
from His (great) path” [S. The
cattle, V. 153/

It is the duty ol every one to
deciare his full respect 1o this Book,
to carry out its mstructions and to
celebrate the cccasion on which God
granted this divine Book to humanity,

Legallity of Fast during the

month of Ramadan :

[t is the habit of the people to
celebrate the davs which bear their

good memories. This is because God
has selected the month of Ramadan

to be the time during which Repen-
tance is acceptable, He greeted it
and obliged every Muslim to fast
during this period. Moreover, lHe
considered it one of 1the pillars of
the religion “Islam” and also a part
of the Islamic personality.

As a matter of fact, the fast of
Ramadan according to the glorious
Quran aims at — the up bringing
of the mind and soul. It unifies the
Muslim’s leisure hours or work and
his hours of feast ( eating and drink-
ing ). It fills their hearts with the
love of God, urges their tongues to
repeat (God's praise, inculcates the
quality of patience in their hearts and
guides them to love each other.
Surely Ged wills the human being
to pussess a good coduct and great
manner.

It was in the month of Ramad-
an that the glorious Qur'an, a gift,
which Geod granted to his londmen
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" Glory to (God) whe did take L of Islam, is that it
His servant for a Journey bv night . moulded

from the sacred Mosque to the far-
thest Mosque, whose precinc:s we
did bless ” (5. The children of lsrael,
V. 1.)

With regard to times, QGod
chose some days and nights to be
leasts and occasions for His mercy
and blessing. In this respect the
gloricus Quran says : ¢ By the
breake of day. By the nights twice
five ”. “ And the morning praver and
reading. For the prayer and reading
in the morning carry their testimony”
“ The night of Power is better than
a thousand months ” ¢ By the Book
that makes things clear; we sent it
down during a blessed night : For
we (ever) wish to wam ( against )
evil ) .

Hence, it was the will of God
to choose the month of Ramadan from
amengst the other lunar months to
be the best time for seeking His
blessings and forgiveness. It is also
the only month which God mention-
ed through the verses of the glorious
Qur'an and also granted His bond-
men during it the best one of His
blessings, namely His Book, that no
falsehood can approach it from
before or behind it. It was sent
down by one full of wisdem, worthy
of all praise. The most important one
of the instructions of the holy Book

i
H

transformed o1
which  existed
through the long ages of complete
darkuess and idolatry and directed
the light of Islam which is the
religion of Monotheism. Henceforth,
they prostrated only to one God as
the creator of this universe. The
Qur'an says:“O people of the Book!
come to common terms as between
us and you : That we worship none
but God, that we associate no
partners with Him; that we erect
not, from among ourselves, Lords
and - patrons other than God."” (S.
the family of Imran, V. 64.)

humaniiy

The instructions of the Quran :

Verily, the glorious Quran is
the bock which guides one to the
right path, leads him to happiness,
shows him how fo utilize the bount-
ies of God that are harnessed to
him; orders him to search the great-
ness of God through earth and hea-
vens, to feel the dignity and the
honour that Almighty God granted

to the human beings. The Qur'an
states “Do thev see nothing in the
government of the heavens and the
earth and all that (God hath created ?
(Do they not see ) that it may will
be that their term is nigh drawing
o an end? In what Message after
this will they then believe ? " [S§.
The Heights, V, 185, ]
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THE MOATH GF RAMADAN IN QUR'AN

By

His eminence Shaykh Mahimoud Shaltout

Rector of Al-Azhar University

It is a verse from the glorious
‘Qur'an that attracted my attention —
I contemplated its meaning and then
I found out its explanation very ob-
vious throughout the universe. This
verse is “ Thy (God does create and
chosse as He pleases™. Indeed 1 found
the explanation oif this verse very
evident in some persons, in some
places and also in some times.

Since the time of Adam, God
created couniless people and chose
for the guidance and the leadership
of man some amongst them accor-
ding to His will. He chose the erudite,
the philosophers, the leaders, the
reformers, prophets and messengers.
In this c:onection the holy Quran
says “ God did choose Adam and
Noah, the family of Abraham and the
family of Imran above all people ™
( S. the family of Imran, V, 33).

“ (God knoweth hest where (and
how) to carry ocut His missicn ",
(S. The cattle, V. 124).

“ God said: “ O Moses! I have
chosen thee above (other) men, by
the mission I (have given thee) and

the words I ( have spoken to thee) ",
(5. The Heights, V. 144).

“ It is He who hath made you
( His ) agents, inheritors of the earth:
He hath raised you in ranks, some
above others”. ( 5, The cattle, V. 165).

Also God chose some place to
be descents of the revelation and
others to be alloted to places of
worships. He inspired some people
to adopt these places as places of
residence. In t'1s respect, the glorious

» Qur'an say: “ The first House ( of
. worship ) appointed for

men was
that at Bakka: Full of blessing and
of guidance for all kinds of beings.
In it are signs manifest; { for exam-
ple. The station of Abraham; who
ever enters it attains security 7 (8.
The family of Imran, V. 96-97).

But when he came ‘o ihe fire,
a voice was heard : “ O Moses!
Verily 1 am thy God : Therefore (in
my presence ) put off thy shoes:
Thou art in the sacred vally Tuwa.
I have chosen thee : Listen, then to
the inspiration ( sent to thee ).’
( S. Taha, Vs. 11 — 12 — 13.)
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