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OUR THREEFOLD REVOLUTION

The United Arab Republic lives
today in a threefold Revolution as
its great agitator, Gamal Abdel
Nasser truthfully said; a political
revolution to provide freedom and
stabilize liberation on the basis of
unity and neutrality ; a social revo-
lution to furnish democracy and
build society on the basis of equality
and fraternity; and an economic revo-
lution to ensure socialism and esta-
blish wealth on the basis of justice
and cooperation.

This threefold revolution is the
center of the laborious wise power
of the nation. It was initiated by a
strong flexible hand which sought
ruling as a means of reformation,
tearing down lfor rebuilding and
ploughing for planting. Thus, the
whole nation from Aswan to Al-Qa-
msheli, is dynamic in its wili and
determination.

4 But this constructive revolutio-
71 nary power alone, no matter how
much it produces or initiates, cannot

by

NEEDS A FOURTH ONE

AHMED HASSAN EL-ZAYAT
Editor - in - Chiet

provide the suitable surroundings for
the human being unless we consider
him a mere animal - with just a sto-
mach but no heart ; with just emotion

| but no mind - rather than human, who

on the ladder of God's creation, oc-
cupies the middle range between
beast and angel. His physical entity
attaches man to earth, while he is
connected with the sky by his spiri-
tual attainment.

Yes, it is possible that the thre-

| efold revolution, with its physical and

mental power, mayv soften the iron,
cultivate the stone, conquer the Nile,
spread knowledge, make life more
comiortable for the worker and the
peasant, and supply the army and the
police with more powerful weapons.
All this is possible, but the threefold
revolution cannot fill the closed heart
with piely nor can it revive the
dead conscience. The evidence is
that there are still amongst us the
bribee, the defalcator, the thief,
the forger, the loose character, the
subversive, the hybocrite, the traitor,



and those selfish opportunists despite

the fact that our nation has improved
in the last eight vears to the degree
that, infernationally we are heard wh-
enever we speak, are given when we
demand, find the result of our work,
"and harvest the iruits of ocur plant
in the shade of a democratic regime
and socialistic system both of which
guarantee the individual as well as
the nation the cooperation of each
other. A Fourth Revolution, therefore
is necessary to function as the int-
uitive spirit of this threefold one,
serving as its guiding ray. This ne-
eded revolution is the religious one.

Perhaps the pious taste does not
tolerate mentioning revolution beside
religion. The connotation of revoluti-
on for a long time gave it the mean
ing, of rebellion, precipitancy, tyran
ny, persecution and assassination. But
the Nasserite revolution - the first of
its kind in human history - has chan-
ged this old connotation. It now den-
otes liberation, purification, constru-
ction, evolution and reformation, for
it did not colour its white page with
bloody spots, nor did it cover the
black spots of the previous regime
with anything less than good manners.

According to this new interpre-
tation of revolution, we need a reli-
gious revolution. Religion by nature
and definition is a continuous revol-
ution against corruption and evil, and

war against injustice and Inequity.
As long as those evils exist cn earth
revolution should continue and war
should be declared. All that is needed
is to increase the flame of religion
and brighten its light in order that
our general Revolution may tind in
its heat a source of strength and in

its light the origin of guidance.

The reformer who 1s chosen, in
the series of reformers, to revive what
has been forgotten, define what has
become vague, and reconstruct what
collapsed, is the man who can unco-
ver the word of God and define the
message of Muhammad. Such a man
realises that corruption in government
and in politics, and that feudalism
have weakened the religious impulse.
Thus, the light of Islam became dark
in the conscience of the Muslin who-
se religion deos not resemble that of

the early Islamic generations who
conquered the world.

Islam today became a strange
mixture of old traditions, false sufism,
handed-dewn myths, and alien cus-
toms which deceive the believers
that Islam is not concerned about
this life, and the Muslim is not con-
cerned about material things. Such
people think that their superstitious
beliefs represent the spirt of religion
and lead to the path of heaven and
the mercy of God. They do not lack
support of some false opinions or
fabricated traditions.



It is a pitv and plague for Istam

that, when its people became weak
and its sovereignity decreased, many
foreign elements penetrated its body
to the degree that evervone was able

to interpret it to suit his desires

The religious revolution, then,
as I mentioned, aims at liberating the
mind from the impotent leadership
and blind imitation. It also aims at
purifying the traditions from the false
Hadiths - after that the lurisprudence
can be rewritten in the light of the
original Islamic sources, Quran and
true Hadiths to suit the conditions and
circumstances of time as well as to
face the problems oj civilization.
Finally, this purified true Islam can
be Exhibited in its attractive from and
straight style.

That is what should be conside-
red by the Republic in Nationa} Plan-
ning for the net ten years; for the
Constitution’s declaration, that Islam
is the official national religion,
does not make sense unless the
effect of religion can be seen in the
processes of socialization, education,

. egislation, and morality,

To execute such a vital policy,
no institution can function or perform
this duty as eificiently as AL-AZHAR.

" AL-AZHAR, the radiating centre of

Islamic thought and culture, has a

nique history, position and capacity,

|

aiid Is the most capable institution
for disseminating the great Message
and orienting the big nation. This can
be done if Al-Azhar is entrusted with
the plan drawn by the Revolution to
play the role defined by the Gene-
ral Conference of the Nationai Union,
“The Conference - believing in the
vital role carried on by the Honoura-
ble Azhar in respect of our Holy
struggle defending Arabism and our
spiritual values - declares its insiste-
nce this great Islamic Institute in
order that it continues to be the li-
ght - house which sends its spiritual
and scientific rays to every part of
the world. And as to enable it to join
the evolutionary movement of our
present time, the Conference recom-
mends that AL-AZHAR should be
secured the means by which it can
become a useful Institute for serving
our spiritual and national aims and
to liberate our Arabic Nation as well
as to materialize its overall unity in
the frame of true national conception”.

The central core of the Message
of Al-Azhar is to reserve the [slamic
heritage and purify it from strange
beliefs, false doctrines and harmful
innovations. After that, Al - Azhar
should spread true Islam al over
the world via education, writing,
translation, and missionary work.

Its means to this end, in my opi-
nion, is to work on collecting this
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unorganized divided Theritage
three sections: ihe first for interpre-
tation and explaining the (Glorious
Quran in the light of true Traditions
and real science; the second for

Traditions , collected from the trus-

‘tworthy books, assisted in explanation

by the sciences of history, sociology,
ethics, and philosophy ; the third for
jurisprudence. This last section will
include the right verdicts and true
doctrines. The text of this section

‘should be articles like law being

explained in legal terms in such a
way that it refers to the origin and
mentions the branches without inte-
rpolation or vagueness.

These three sections will be
the subiject of study, the reference
for judicial purpose, and the source
of legal decision. From these three
texts, some abridged books may be
written for the schools and to be
spread among the public. These abri-
dged books can also be translated
along with the texts into most of
the Oriental Languages as well as
into the famous languages of the
West and then be sent to every
country that knows Islam or desires
to know about it.

Except for those writings on
the three sections, all the previously
written books on jurisprudence, inte-
rpretations and collections of tradi-
tions should be reviewed and divided

into | into  two

categories :  those which

contain truth may remain in the
libraries as references for specialists
and historians ; and those which
contain ialse knowledge shouid be
done away with as did Othman with
every Quran except his own. For,
preserving the - fabricated Hadiths
and false beliefs is very injurious,

dangerous and misleading.

I remember that a great scholar,
who passed away, presented a thesis

_in French to the Sorbonne on “ The

Status of Women in Islam ”’. The

writer in his thesis did injustice to
the Prophet’s characteristics, religion
and moral life. When he was dispu-
ted, the writer supported his claims
by Traditions mentioned in “ Tabakat
Ibn Saad” and in”“ Al-Shifa” by
Al-Qadi lyad. When his evidence
was rejected because those Traditions
were not true, the writer said, “ How
can 1 know that such Traditions are
not true in view of the fact that |
quoted respectable writers and wi-

dely read books ?

Every now and then people
read different opinions and different
books written by such scholars who
are misled and deceived by such
books. The critics of Traditions most

likely do not have the chance to



bring their attention to the mistakes
before the spread of the opinions
and the books.

Had
been available to those who cannot

the false Traditions not

distinguish between them and the
true ones, the suspicion about faith
could have been limited.

The Fourth Revolution, then,

* serves one of the Revolution’s aims.

It is also a necessity in the process
of Reformation and in the nature of
religion as well as in the responsi-
bility of Al-Azhar.

When this Fourth Revolution
matures with its sister, it can cast off

the dirt and purify God's Religion from
the poison of innovation and sects and

congregations in order that people

may imbibe it filtered. Then, such a
Revolution will be apt to construct
for the Arabs an ideal society which
walks on God’s path, guided by
truth, surrounded by knowledge and
conscience. When the construction

of such a society is completed,

you will not "find any longer
the evils committed in the gov-
ernmental departments, nor the

catastrophies taking place in the hous-
es, nor the (ueer characters seen in

the streets, nor the shortcomings in
our transactions. Therefore the refor-
mers will be pleased to see the
harvest of the Revolution, the citizens

will be proud of the Nation’s status,
and the believers will rejoice in the

victory granted them by God.




THE POSITION OF WOMEN

IN ISLAM

by

His Eminence Shaykh Mahmoud Shaltout

Rector of Al-Azhar University

Women in thc Quran

The Glorious Qur'an has dealt

§ with Woman's affairs in more than

10 Suras ( Chapters) two of which
'j are called the major and minor suras

. of women, ie. the Woman's sura and

fthe Divorce Sura. The subject of
g women has been dealt with in the

chapters of the Cow, The Table, The -

3 _Light, The Contederates, the Woman
Who pleads, the woman to be exa-
mined and the Prohibition.

This clearly indicates that Islam
protects women and aifords them a
status whereby they enjoy rights and
:  previleges in Islamic society. This
status, however, was not accorded
" to any woman before the advent of
Islam, in any divine law or man
made society. Nevertheless the posi-
tion of women in Islam has been the
+ subject of much discussion and one
. of the most controversial topics.
i Various opinions have been expressed
~and some of them for instance, as-
sume that Islam filched her rights,

degraded her status and made her
a trivial means of enjoyment at the
disposal of men, but the Qur'an says:

“ And women shall have rights
similar to the rights against them,
according to what is equitable”(Surah
2. Verse, 228). '

In point of fact the subject has
been discussed in a just and
equitable manner but rather viewed
with religious fbias and prejudices.
In other words, it has been looked
at with a jaundiced eye.

not

Personal  Affairs :

Among the bitter consequences
that resulted from foreign occupation
of our land and the Imperialists,
systematic inroads our institutions
and beliefs has been the rejection by
Muslims of the criminal and- civil
laws ordained by Islam. Nothing was
left in the Islamic Law except certain
rules governing family and women
in particular. Even this remainder of
Islamic legislation has not been left



without  further campaigns mainly
based on false pretences as a defence
of women's rights. To achieve this
they began to porPagate their dece-
ptive and base methods to lure wo-
mén and win them to their side.
Furthermore, false doubts have been
cleated in many minds regarding
this aspect and inaccurate pictures
have been protrayed in many minds
as to the real status of women in
Islam.

ﬂzquwueisfern Woman :

Islam in fact, has given woman
all good and kept her away from
any evil. It has just illustrated what
is meant by liberty and to what
extent she is entitled to enjoy this
liberty and freedom not as cenceived
by Western civilization, ] am quite
sure that the Western woman, when
she realizes her human nature, would
shed tears on the lost prestige, hon-
our and happiness. Any woman,
whosoever would certainly realize,
Sooner or later, that the only shelter
to which she might restore and in
which she might feel secure and
honoured are the divine teachings c¢
Islam whose antagonisis are desper-
ately endeavouring to defile or dep-
ict Islam as mere fetters enchaining
women and depriving her of
natural rights.

her

In the following pages we shall
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andeavour to portray the reat positi-
On enjoyed by a woman ig accordance
with the teachings of Islam as laid in
the Holy Quran with a view to guide
people regarding the rights, the inju-
nctions and the status of women and
the place accorded to her in society.
She is considered as the foundation
upon which the edifice of Islamic
Society is built, angd should her rig-
htful place be in any manner be af-
fected or weakened, then society
looses its strength and its integrity.

The origin of Man.

The Holy Quran attributes the
existence of mankind to the partner-
ship of man and woman, and does
not distinguish between them. With
the passage of time mankind became
grouped into clans. tribes, families
and individuals. Accordingly man
enjoved a state of baternity while the
woman enjoyed a state of maternity.
The Glorious Qnran considered this
as a blessing bestowed upon man
and made it incumbent upen him to
be thankful to his Creator and ordai-
ned him to be pious, virtuous, righte-
ous and dutiful to God.

To illustrate this point of view,
we may state that there lies no disti-
nction between man and woman in
humanity. The only distinction which
elevates one another is the virtuous
characteristics which either of them



aequire to realize the virtuous stand-
ard of humanity. This is more fully
{tustrated in the following, “Oh Man-
king, reverence your Guardian Lord,
Who created you from a single pers-
on, created of like nature his mate,
and from them twain, scatltered (like
seeds ) are countless man and
women” (Surah, 4. V, 1.). And * Oh
Mankind, we created vou from a
single ( pair ) of a male and female,
and made you into nations and tribes,
that you may know each other ( not
that you may despise each other ).
Verily the most honoured of you in
the sight of God is (he who is ) the
most righteous of you” (Surah, 49,
Verse, 13).

The Quranic Teachings
man and woman an honoured place
and enjoin their chidren to bestow
kindness towards their parenis; “Ser-
vv God, and join not any partners
with Him! and do good to parents.”
( Surah, 4. Verse, 36)

give

The Quran goes further and
demonstrates the exhaustive efforts
and endeavours and the burden of
the mother in bringing up her child-
ren and which the father is exempt
from, and is aptly described as foll-
ows, “And we have enjoined on man
(to be good ) to his parents! travail
upon travail did his mother bear
him, an in years twain was his
waning” ( Surah, 31. Verse, 14.)

The mother’s position is further
illustrated in the answer of our Holy
Prophet { O. W. B. P) when he was
asked by a man, “Who deserves my
good company?”, the Prophet said:
“Your Mother”. The man repeated
“Who is next?”, to which the Prop-
het again replied “Yaur Mother”.
Once agatn he asked the Prophet
«“Who is next ?" to which the Prop-
het again replied "Your Mother".
Then the man asked again “Who is
next ?” to which the Prophet said
“Your Father”.

Legislation s 1N accordance

with Nature :

What is really meant to be
conveyed by the aforementioned
paragraphs when the Quran ornained
children to sho respect to their par-
ents and in particular to hestow
kindness upon the mother, is the fact
that this is in conformity with the
nature of creation, and the nature of
women whose hearts ara filled with
tenderness and sympathy. This is
amply demonstrated during her per-
ind of pregnancy, and lactation, the
early upbringing and care of her
children 1l they reach the age of
maturity.

If we compare the Islamic teac-
hings with the nature of creation,
we shall find that the Islamic law is

based upon a logical reasoning and
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is in harmony with the necessities
of nature. Under Islam the mother is
considered the first nurse who brings
up the child and nurses him up to a
stage after which the father is dee-
med the second nurse who is respo-
nsible for the sustenance and maint-
enance of his family.

Similarly it stipulutes that the
money should be earned through
just and lawful means and spent
reasonably and neither extravagantly
nor niggardly. Furthermore it stipul-
ates that the relationship should be
on the basis of amity and cooperat-
ion without exploitation or subjuga-
iton.

Response to the Cal[_clf;[.fffc).

We note that Islam is the com-
prehensive answer to the Call of
Life and it is the straight path to
those who understand it and relate
it to its original sources.

Those critics who state that Islam
is no longer adaptable to the present
needs fall into the following tow
categories :

(i) Men who received the Isla-
mic teachings from persons who mi-
sunderstood it and who strayed from
the straight path, and held what they
believed in as religion.

(ii}) Men who know Islam well

and its values, but who would not
accept it due to their inherent prejudi-
ces and their bitter antagonism towar-
ds it. These persons indulged in unwar-
ranted and fallacious criticism and
attributed to Islam a false notion to
suit their vicious whims,

It is incumbent upon zealous
Muslims to adhere to their old Tradi-
tions and to convey the Divine Mes-
sage to the world. They have to
abandon and disregard the age ot
immitation and to adopt the attitude
to progress rather than stagnation.
Thay must re-read the Book of God
and the Traditions of the Holy Propht in
ordnr to get a clear perspective and
proper understandidg of the religion.

Woman is responsible.

Islam holds the woman respon-
sible for her actions; she is conside-
red independent and responsible for
her own actions, her religiaus duties,
her family and her society She enjoys
a much responsibility as man and is
rewarded for her meritorious deeds
as well as punished for her misde-
eds. Man's obedience does not accrue
to her benefit so long as she deviates
from the correct path and similarly
his disobedience does not affect her
so long as she leads a virtuous, pious
and righteous life. In this connection
the. following words of Almighty God
is worthy of note, “If any do deeds
of righteousness, be they male or
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semale and have faith, they will enter
Heaven, and not the lecast injustice
will be done to them”. ( Surah, 17.
Verse, 124).

and He also says “And their
Lord accepted of them, and answer-
ed them. Never will I suffer to be
lost the work of any of you, be male
or female : you are members, one of
another” ( Surah, 32. Verse, 195).

Let us Pause here for a moment
and consider what was contemplated
by God in the aforegoing verse “You
are members, fone of another” and
how he restrains the superiority of
man by making him a part of the
waman. Nothing whatsoever could
illustrate the sense of equality betw-
een man and woman better than the
said verse which demnostrates the
nature of both of them without any
distinction. The Holy Quran refers to
that notion in the following words :
“To men is allotted what they earn,
and to women what they earn”.
( Surah, 4 Verse, 32).

This is the Islamic Law as
ordained by God; the woman is
responsible for what she dose and
the man is responsible for what he
does: and neither of them is respo-
nsible for the other's sins. God, Glo-
rious be He, says, “God sets forth,
for an example to the unbelievers,
the wile of Noah and the wile of
Lutt: they were (respectively) under

two of our righteous servants, but
they were false to them (husbands),
and they profited nothing before God
account, but were told,
the Fire along with
(others } that enter’. And God sets
forth as an example to those who
believe, the wife of Pharoah : Behold
she said, “Oh My Lord ! build for me
in nearness to You, a mansion in the
Garden, and save me from Pharoah
and his doings, and save me from
those who do wrong™.

on their
“Enter you

Woman's responsibility is com-

mon and comprehensive.

Thus we have already seen that
woman has personal responsibilities
towards har religious duties and
hersell. Yet Islam considers her as
having general responsibilities as reg-
ards enjoining good, the exhortation
to justice, the guidance to virtues
and the forbiddance of vices. The
Quran has openly declared these
responsibilities and made the woman
similar to man therein. It says, “The
believers, men and women protectors,
one of another; they enjoin what is
just, and forbid what is evil; they
observe regular, prayer practise regul-
ar charity and obey God and his
Apostle. On them will God pour His
mercy : for God is exalted in Power,
Wise ". (Surah, 9 V. f1).

And goes further to state, “ The
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Hypocrites, men and women, { have
undarstanding) with each other. They
enjoin evil and forbig what is just,
and are close with theijr hands. They
have forgotten God: so He has forgott-
en them. Verily the hypocrite are rebe-
llious and perverse. God has promised
the hypocrites, men and women, and
the rejectors of faith, the Fire of Hell:
therein shalj thay dwell; sufficient is
it for them : for them is the curse of
God, and an enduring punishment "
(Surah, 9 v, 67 -68.).

It is of paramount importance
to note that the enjoining of good
and the forhiddance of evil is one
of the most important responsibilities
in Islam in which man and woman
are equal. Therefore the teaching of
Islam stipulates that the woman
should be passive and leave the
enjoining of good and the forbidd-
ing of evil to man only under the
pretext that it is a matter for him
alone as he js stronger than her.
This is attributed to the fact that
man has his own circle and woman
has her own, and life canp by no
means be prosperous unless both of
them coordinate apg cooperate. [f
either of them becomes egoist or

takes a passive attitude, then
would

life

Woman's views in Istam - i’

- [}
Islain  has raised |

Furthermore

inevitably deviate from the}
straight path. '

the status of women and decreed
that in return of her responsibilities,
her views, like those of men should
be respected so long as they are
valid and sound. If Islam attested
the views of some men, it also chose
Some views pertaining to women.

The Chapter of AL MUGADALAH
(the woman who pleads) started with
four verses which were revealed on

the occasion of an event that occured

between a man called AWS son of
AL-SAMET and his wife KAWLA
daughter of THAALAB. AWS said to
his wife, “ You are to me like my
mother” - it was the habit of the
Arabs in the pre-Islamic era that if
a man addressed his wife in the said
mauner, he was not permitted to have
sexual reletions with her - and then
he invited her to have sexual inter-
course but she refused him and said,
“By God’s name, I would not allow
you to contact me sexually, after
wat you have said, until God and His
Messenger judge between both of us”,
Then she come to the Messnger of
God, on whom be peace, and said,
“O’ messenger of God, 1 tell you that
AWS married me while 1 was a desi-
red girl but when I became old and
ugly he made me like his mother ;
and if you have any soiution, O’ mes-
enger of God, to this Problem, please
say it to me ", The Messenger, peace
and mercy of God be on him, said, “ I
have no solution to your problem
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up to this moment but I think you
are no longer his wife”. she said “But
he has not uttered the divorce for-
mula’. The woman continued her
discussion with the Prophet which
was protracted, until she said “ I
have little children who would starve
if 1 took them and would be lost if
he took them”. Then she raised her
hands upwards and turned ber face
towards heaven and said, “O’ God :
1 am pleading to you, I beg of you
to reveal a verse concerning my case
at the tongue of your Messenger’.
No sooner had she finished her Pet-
ition when the four verses tackling
this problem were revealed. In this
connection the Quran says.

“God has indeed heard [and
accepted ) the statement of the
woman who pleads with you conce-
rning her husband and carries her
complaint ( in prayer to God ); and

~ God (always ) hears the arguments

between both Parties amongst you;:
for God hear and sees (all things)”.
( Surah, 58. Verse, 1).

These verse are meant to den-
ounce these who address their wives
in such terms, to put an end to these
fallacies and lies and to declare that
AL-ZIHAR ( the assimilation of one’s
wife to his mother ) is neither divo-
rce not a cause for separation.

“Nor has He made your wives

whom you divore by ZIHAR vyour
mother’ ( Surah, 33. Verse, 4) and
“ff any men among you divorce
their wives by ZIHAR (calling them,
mother ), they cannot be their moth-
ers: none can be their
except those who gave them birth.
And in fact they use words ( both )
iniquitous and false’. ( Surah, 58.
Verse, 2).

mothers

Moreover, you could see in the
tirst verse of the chapter of AL-MU-
GADALAH how God actually elevat-
es the sratus ol women, how ne
appreciates and respects her opinion,
how he makes her an interlocution
to the Prophet when He equalizes
both of them in his saying, “And
God (always) hears the arguments
between both sides amongest you’,
( Surah, 58. V, 1.) and how He leg-
alizes her opinions and makes it an
the cocmprehensive and
eternal Muslim Law. You would cer-
tainly realize that the verses concer-
ning AL-ZIHAR and its injunctions in
the Islamic Law as well as in the
Glorious Quran, and that the chapter
of AL-MUGADALAH are not but
natural consequences emanating from
women's thought, a divine

article of

eternal
decree in which we observe througho-
ut a handsome picture of a waman's
position in Islam. A woman is nota
mere flower whose sweeiness a man
enjoys but on the contrary she is
considered a rational being capable
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of sound thinking and capable of
expressin a considered opinion and
wellfonded views.

Teaching of Women.

Thereis no doubt thot the res-
ponsibilities which rest oo the shou-
lders of a woman affords her an
apportunity and a right to ascertain
and study everything that would en-
able her to perform her obligations
that arise from the responsibilities
which she is called upon to under-
take. She is called upon in the light
of these responsibilities, te enjonin
justice and forbid evil, and lead a

life of piety, righteousness and vir-

tue,

Therefore. Islam has tacked the |

woman with the knowledge of cre-
eds and worship as well as with the
knowledge of the permissible and
the forbidden regarding diet, drinks
and other activities of life.

We do not recognize any reli-
gious distinction whatsoever between
man and woman regarding their
capacity in performing their religious
duties except that the woman is
requested to Perform her religious
obligations
the fact that she reaches the age of
puberty before him.

In some instances Islam has

prior to the man due to |

certain religious duties, but this does
not mean that she is incapable of
performing these duties but it is
rather an indication that Islam aims
at mere mitigation to afford her an
opportunity to rest calm and pay
attention to her household duties and
the upbringing of her children.
These duties are the performance of
the Friday Prayer and the participa-
tion in AL-JIHAD ( the religious
defence ) respectively, but if she
prefers to attend the congregational
prayer or to take part in the war,
there will be no restrictions against
her doing so.

Participation of Women in War:

This is a caption laid down by
the AL-BUKHARI, the Traditionist, in

his book which deals with the
Prophetic Traditions wherein he
narrates that a woman in the age

of the Prophet said, “We have fought
with the Messenger of God, peace
and mercy of God be upon him, we
had been giving hand to the warriors,
supplying them with water, nursing

- the wounded and burying the dead

martyrs” .

Another woman narrates, *“I
have participated with the Messenger
of God in seven battles, looking
after their goods, serving their meals,
nursing the wounded and the sick”.

exempted women from performing | ANAS, one of the companions of the




Prophet, says, “lt was the habit ol
the Prophet
. with him in times of war to supply
;. the warriors with water and to nurse

the wounded”.

However, nursing the sick,
E healing the wounded and serving the
¥ army had been a primitive and easy
-‘g,matter during the reign ol the
" Prophet, but now it has become an
g intricate and difficult task which
requires certain preparation and
?'t training. Women, therefore, in order
to perform this noble duty would
i have to study the various methods
g pertaining to such duties.

" -In this connection certain Juris-
f* ts have expressed the opinion that
if the nation is attacked, then part-
icipation in times of war would be
the task of every individual, whether
man or woman, in society. The bur-
. 'den of the defence of the nation
E  rests on all irrespective of the fact
whether they be man, woman or
boy. The following linse will clearly
illustrate this Point, “God Ye forth,
( whether equipped ) lightly or heav-
ily, strive and struggle with your
goods and your persons, in the cau-
se of God” ( Surah, 9. Verse, 41 }.

4 This is the first and foremost
- field in which we find that Islam
¥  has decreed that women should

parlicipate and cooperate with man.
This principle has been drawn up

- since the Call
to take some women °

of Islam and since
the Muslims began to delend their
faith. But the present word is expe-

riencing a period of diversity and

transition which

directly influence

" all conditions and institutions. There-

fore, in order to maintain the dignity
of women,
for

if it becomes necessary
her to make her contribution

towards the common struggle, we
must put her in the proper place
which will protect her from any

indecency or frivolity, and also from
the evil. intentions of ill-hearted
peoPle who may be members of the
army or of the society to which she
belongs.

This is a matter which could be
easily organised by leaders with
foresight and wisdom and who have
a sense of honour and who believe
that the moral virtues and the imm-
aculate ccnceptions are the path to
prosperity, success and victory.

Woman in t_he Pre-Islamic Era:

The attitude previously mentio-
ned has been representative of the
Islamic view which destroyed the
foundations upon which the heathen
Arabs had built and adoPted their
policy of depriving the woman of her
right ot inheritance under the pretext
that she could not defend her moth-
erland. But Islam has annulled this
rule and given her the right to
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inherit her legal portion on the gro- |

und that it has afforded her

opportunity of volunteering in war.

al

It is a well attested fact that
the Prophet (0. W. B. P. ) had
granted women the same rights as
men, with regard to their share of
the spoils and held that it was
justified in killing any woman who
was in the ranks of the enemy’s
ranks.

Therefore Islam has fixed a
portion from the inheritance for
women, whether she be a mother,
wile, daughter or sister, and detailed
their portion according to their
cases. In this regard the Quran says:
“From what is left by the parents
and those nearest related there is a
share for men and for women,
whether the property be small or
large, - a detremined share” ( Surah,
4. Verse, 7).

It has blamed the heathens for
their shameful attitude towards
women as follows :“And they assipn
daughters for God ! Glory be to Him
And for themselves (sons, the issue)
they desire. When news is brought
to one of them, of (the birth of )
- a femal (child), his face darknes,
and he is filled with inward grief.
‘With shame does he hide himselt
- from his people, because of the bad
- news he has .had ! Shall he retain it

|
|

on sufferance and contempt. or bury
it in the dust ? Ah' what un evil
( choice ) they decide on” (Surah,16.
Verse, 57—59),

The Quran openly declares that
both male and femal are a blessing
bestowed by God upon His hond-
men which ordains them to be tha-
nkful : “And God had made for you
mates ( and companions) of your
own nature, and made for you, out
of them, sons and daughters and
grandchildren, and provided for you
sustenance of the best” ( Surah, 16.
Verse, 72).

Islam thereafter granted every
woman the right to enter into cont-
racts and other transactions _Such as
the buying and selling of goods etc.
It must be categorically stated that
Islam has not in any way violated
nor afiected the contractual capacity
of a woman in the exercise of such
transactions after she has shouldered
both personal and common respons-
ibilities.

Islam therefore permits her to
exercise the right of ownership and
possession, and to deal with freely
whatever she possesses, to appoint
an attorney to act on her behalf in
legal proceedings and she exercised
the right to guarantee others transa-
ctions and 'enjoyed the right to be
guaranteed in her transaction. It is
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apparent thereiore that the position
the

?l marriage contract for herself or for
| somebodv else ? The other question
| is how does one reconcile this
by Islam and the woman is treated | position with that of the right of the

of the contractual capacity of

woman has been quite lucidly stated

in the same manner as the man in
all contractual relations. We are not
aware of any Muslim jurist who has
contradicted this attitude in Islam
who has conceded that the texts in
Islam on this subject relate purly to
man and not to a woman.

in conferring this contractual
capacity on a woman, [slam
considered as a human being both
capable and competent to manage
her own contractual obligations since
the Western woman in the present
civilization and
rights have not yet reached the
standard of women in Islam and has
notlenjoyed this human right.

Woman's right in entering into

matrimonial contracts

The subject of the woman's
in entering into matrimonial
been discussed at
various times and many opinions
have been expressed. One could
certain  voices that would
arise from certain quarters and seek
to ask : How could it be said that
Islam gives the right to a woman to
enter into civil contracts while toge-
ther with some Islamit Schools, it
deprives the right to enter into a

right

contracts has

imagine

has |

the alleged man's

“married;

guardian of a virgin female to enforce
her to marry another without her
consent and whom
fike. There

woman’s self

she does not
is no doubt that the

is dearer to her that
any other material possession, then
one is inclined to ask the question
as to what would one feel with
regard to the deprivation of ber right
to express her opinion in a matter
which concerns her and which is
vital to her whole existence in life.

The answer to these question
is that in reviewing the position of
women in Islam, we have adhered
to the Teachings of the Quran which
is the foremost and primary source
of Islamic legislation. The Quran
grants the woman to make her mar-
riage contract and express her opin-
jon regarding the man she is to be
and at the same time it
warns men from infringing the
woman’s right in this regard. The
following clearly and
jucidly give an illustration of the true

verses will

position.

“If a husband divorce his wife
(irrevocably ), he cannot, thereafter
remarry her until after she has mar-
ried another husband” ( Surah, 2.

Verse, 230).



“When vyou divorce women
(a limited Period of seclusion upon
termination of a marriage whether
by death or Dby :livorce ) do not
prevent them marrying their
( former ) husbands, if they mutually
agree on equitable terms” ( Surah, 2

Verse, 232 ).

ifrom

“There is no blame on you if

. they dispose of themselves in a just

and reasonable manner”
Verse, 234).

( Surah, 2

The genuine Prophetic  ‘Traditions
have stipulated that a woman's
endorsement and consent should
be obtained for her marriage. Such
Traditions made it incumbent for the
previous!y married woman to declare
her consent openly while in the case
of the wvirgin girl, it would suffice
to express her consent and approval
by means such as tacit silence or ass-
ent by means of an insinuation, bec-
ause she is comparatively timid. The
Messenger ( O. W. B. P. ) says : “The
previously married woman is more
responsible of herself than her guar-
dian but the virgin shculd be asked
opinion and her tacit silence or con-
sent is interpreted os her tacit acce-
ptance’.

It is not reasonable or custom-
ary that the consent of an individu-
al is considered in the validity of
some actions.

and thev fullil their term of IDDAT | to the previously married woman

As lony as the virein is similar
with regard tc her judgment and
puberty, it is then illogical to differ-
entiate Dbetween both of them such
as to enforce the virgin to marry
one whom she does not like or to
consider her exercise of the
contract as invalid and void.

marital

Furthermore we find in some bo-
oks of theH anafi Sect that the woman
has the right to make her marriage
contract because is deemed
capable as long as she is sound and
mature. Therefore she enjoys an
absolute liberty to deal with her
money and to choose her husb and
likewise. Similarly Al-Bukhari and
Muslim, the Traditionists narrate that

she

__previously married woman called Kh-

ansaa daughter of Gozam was unwillin
oly married and her father made the
marital coniract. She came to the
Prophet complaining and the Prophet
dissolved her marriage,

Abdullah son of Abbas also
narrated that a woman slave belon-
ping to Abu Bakr had come to the
Messenger of God and told him that
her father had forced her to marry
aganist her will; then the Messenger
informed her that she was at liberty
either to continue her marital fife or
to divorce her husband. She said:
“ ] have approved what mother had
done to me but 1 only wanted to
show women that their marriage is

"; . P R N ,‘: ""'s, T
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rot their lathers'alfair”.
Nevertheless Islam
and the guardians the
raise any objection to a
marriage if the woman deviates in
oosing her husband, or to prevent
the marriage when they are absolut-
ely sure of her unwise decision and
rong choice and that she is about to
fnary a man who is incapable of
;lmintaining her. This is simply
Pbecause a marriage contract has an
finity with the family affairs; there-
re guardians should have some
terest in it in order fo maintain the
gnity and prestige of the family.
us they are permitted to interfere
hether it be by an objection or by
‘prevention, in so far as the
dignity and the prestige are at stake
if the contract of marriage was to be
periormed.

empowers

only

In this respect Ibn El Kayyem
:t"has said : “A  woman’s consent to
:,fmarriage is ordained by God in
#° Whose religion we believe, and is
;,' in conformity with the Hadiths and
f. - the Traditions of the Messengers of
’ God and also withe his commandm-
' ents, the principles of the Law and
. with the welfare of his people. The
tather has no right to deal with the
i possessions of his daughter who is
§ wmature and sound' no matter how

few these possessions may be, unless
t she appeases; and he is not allowed

A
s
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i to enforce her to spend any tritle
l amount therefrom unless she acquie-
sces. Then how could he be said to
impose his will and power to foist
a marriage on her? It is a well
established fact that spending all hex
possessions is far more easier than
imposing the man on her and whom
she does not like”.

|
i

This is the right of the woman
in entering into contracts and
dealing with all civil and personal
sanctions as laid down by the Quran.
the Prophetic Traditions and the
origins of Islamic Law.

in

Man and woman are partners
i Life:

In Islam, therefore, we notice
that women are obliged to study
everything that comes in useful in
life for the reason that she is not
only held responsible to her self,
but also to her family and the socie-
ty in which she lives. Consequently
as a direct result of this urge to
seek knowledge, we find that there
are in societytoday amongst women,
the scientist, the medical practitioner,
the writer; jurist and the devout.
This has been attributed to her part-
nership with man in life and her
effect on thiz partnership has obvio-
usly manifested itself in many aspe-
cts of Islamic Legistation. It must be
noted that she is criminally responsible




to the same degree as the man as
for instance, the following sura says:

“We ordained there in for them
life for life" ( Surah, 4. V. 48 ) and
“O’ you who believe: the law of
equality is prescribed for you in
eases for murder” (Surah, 2. Vv, 178).

Therefore the punishment in the
Hereafter, for murder, on a woman
ik the same as that meted to a man.

“If a man kills a believer intenti-
onally, his recompense is Hell, to
abide therein (for ever ): and the
wrath and the curse of God are
uPon him, and a dreadiul penalty is
Proposed for him” ( Surah, 4. V, 93).

In this verse, God, the Almighty
has ordained such penalty or puni-

shment according to the quality of

faith in which man and woman are
undoubtedly partners. The Islamic
Legislators, however, agreed amongst
each other that this is applicablz to
men and women alike.

“O" you who believe; the law
of equality is prescribed for you in
cases of murder; the free for the
free, the slave for the slave, the
woman for the woman" ( Surah, 32.
Vv, 178 ).

Some readers who have read
of the above, perhaps may assume
the idea that a man should not be
~ Punished by way of the penalty of
& death for the murder of a woman
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and vice versa. There is no doubt
that such a misunderstanding would
certainly cause an increase of crimes
of murder resulting in the extermina-
tion of the human being and a seri-
ous threat to human society and
endanger the existence of the two
principal elements, i.e. the male and
the female.

In fact the verse is meant to
eradicate the custom of the pre-
Islamic Arabs who indulged in mur-
der as a mode of revenge or retali-
ation for the slain and not to build
their punishinent on the principles of
“AL-QUISSAS”. It was their custom
not only to take revenge against the
murderer  himsclf but also against
one superior than him. If for example
a slave had murdered another slave,
apart from the murderer himself, the
master of the slave would also face .
death as a result. If a woman had
been murdered by another of the
Same sex, the revenge will not be
limited to the woman who murdered
but will be extended to the killing
of a man of the tribe to which the
woman murderer belonged.

Therefore the revenge will not
be limited 1o the women who actually
committed the murder, but would he
extended to the killing of a man of the
tribe to which the woman belonged.

This pre-Islamic custom has been



dealt with in the said verse by pres-

cribing the law of equality
recommending mercy.

Man and  Woman are equal in

compensation.

As long as man and woman are
partners in life, sharing the same blo-
od; shouldering the same responsibi-
Hities and subject to the same puni-
; ;'shments or rewards tn similar cases,
' gii has been said that the verses conce-

hould be applied to the unintentio-
nal killing of a woman. This is bec-

‘or woman, he shall forever abide in
Hellfire in addition to incurring the
~wrath of God.

However ii we refer this case
£ to the Qur'an the Constitution of the
:5‘ Muslims, we will find that the verse
& dealing with compensation for killing
£ is the same in respect of man and
woman. For example the following

verse states.

“Never should a believer kill a
believer but (if it so happens) by
_mistake, compensation is due: if one
slave kilis a hetiever it is ordained
that the he should free a believing
slave, and pay compensation to the
deceased’s family ", (Surah, 4. V, 03)

This verse obviously declares

that coinpensation should be paid, in
case of an unintentional killing of a

and by |

20

man or deceased’s

family without any distinction betwe-
en

woman, to- the

male or female in this respect.
However there was a difference of
opini'n among religious authorities
as regards the guantum of compens-
ation pavable. The question that was
in issue was whether compensation
was payable in equal manner to both

males and females alike or whether
compensation for females was only

hali of what was payable to maies.

.ring the unintentional killing of man

use whoever purposefully kills a man -

This question has been reviewed by
Imam Al-Razi and he has referred to

both views on this matter in his
comprehensive interpretation of the
Holy Qur'an wherein he says as fol-
lows “Many jurists see that woman's
compensation is half of what is paya-
ble to man . Other
expressed the opinion that compen-
the

Jurists have

sation pavable to a woman is

same as that payable to man.

The grounds on which those
who advocate the payment of hali

to a woman are that Omar, Ali and

Ibn Masaaud had considered and ap-
plied this; further the woman's share
of inheritance being hali of what man

inherited so must it be in the case

of which should be
payable in the same manner. Those

compensation

who argue that compensation is pay-
able in equa! terms with man state
that this was manifest in the Quranic
verse previously mentioned and cite
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the lollowing in thetr

contention,

support of

“ And who kills a believer by
mistake, it is ordainedithat he should
free a believing slave and shouid
pay compensation to the deceased's
familv”. ( Surah, 4. V, 92).

all that this verse is both applicable

to man and woman alike and hence .
the vompensation payable to a woman tances it

must necessarily be the same as that | obvious that the woman is more for-

. tunate than the man when compared
. to him.
~unlimited dowry.
There are still many who hold -

pavable to man.

Woman's Mmheritaiee,

and the opinion that the position of a
woman is less than that of the man
consequently she is given half of the
share alotted to a man in an inher-
itance. Thev argue that this share
was laid down in the Holv Quran

and cite the following in this
connection.

“As regards your children's in-
heritance : to the male a portion

equal to that of two females” Sura
4 Verse Il and “And if there are not
two men. then a man

women” Sura 2 Verse 282.

and two

In fact the share of a woman
in an inheritance is not based on the
said argument but rather on another
basis relevant to the nature of
woman and her function in society.

The nature of a woman is such that
it necessitates that man should
provide the susienance of his wile,
children and poor relatives: that he
should also pay the woman's dowry
as an expression of his desire to
marry her and that the woman should
take care of the house, and attend

. . | to i ~h : -
It is unanimously agreed amongst . her requirements such as pregna

ancy, laving and nursing the children,

In the light of these cricums-
tan be noted that it is

Islam prescribes to her an

“Even if you had given the
latter a whole treasure for dower,
take not the least bit of it back™ Sura
4 Verse 20).

It shoulders man with her sus-
tenance, including lodging, clothes,
servants and all that she unlavishly
needs. After being divorced. it ordains
man to support bher in a manner
similar to her Previous marital life
during the period of “AL-IDDAH"
(a period of three months of seclus-
ion upon dissolution of a marriage
whether by death or divorce to
determine the question of any issues
being born to her so as to determine
the Paternity of the child if born
aiter a dissclution of a marriage).
Istam further entitles a divorced
woman to a certain sum of money
payable by the man in addition to

e



the previous sustenance to maintain
her dignity and prestige. The Quran
§ays.

“For divorced women mainten-
(should be provided)

g ance on a

- the righteous

‘ As regards the man he is burd-
~ened with responsibilities of a great
' magnitude; he should

wife, and should undergo the difficu-
Aties and hardships of life, In addition
- he is responsible for the maintenance
of his parendts and his poor relatives.

. After all, what is man's super-
. iority over woman ? He is shoulder-
ing the greatest responsibilities from
~ Which the woman is He is shoulder-
f: ing the greatest responsibilities from
. which the woman is exempt. How
§ fortunate the woman has been placed
F. and how unfortunate man is! This is
P. the foundation upon which Islam has
E: dealt the distribution of shares

respect of inheritance of which the

woman is entitlted to a half share
by while the man is allotted a full
¥ share. However these considerations
. are of no relevancy and have no
& affinity with their partnership in life.

in

Woman's  testimony.

Tne Quranic verse which says,
“And if there are not two men, then
- @ man and two women” Sura 2 Verse

reasonable scale. This is the duty of |

manage his
~own life, maintain his children and .

282, has not been revealed to show

the way of giving testimony but

_rather to guide along the straight

and certain way whereby the dealers
are sure of their preservation of
their rights. In this connection the
Quran says, “0' you who believe;

when you deal with each other in
-~ transactions involving future obligat-

ions in a fixed period of time, reduce
them to writing. Let a scribe write
down faithfully as between the part-
ies. Let not the scribe refuse to
write : as God has taught him so let
him  write, And get two wit-
nesses, out of your own men and it
there are not two men, then a man
and two women, such as vou choose
for witnesses so that if one of them
errs, the other can remind her "Sura
2 Verse 282.

The above verse provides the
best guarantee and assurance whereby
the rights
This does not mean that the testimo-

would be maintained.

ny of a single woman or of many
women backed by no man would be

the
clear evidence.

disregarded; because ultimate

aim of the law is
IbnEl Qayyem, the great scholar, dec-
lared that evidence is legally of a wi-
der sense than testimony and that all
what leads to truth or reveals secrets
is evidence recognised by judges. The-
refore the judge considers the unequi-

vocal proof and the testimony ol the



non- Mushim
ssure of it

When we consider the two wemen
the conrse oi certai-
niy, it does mean that she
weak in Shaykh Muhammed
Abdou says, "Woman has no bearing
on Fiscal treatiments and commercial
exchange. Therefore she is not consi-
dered an outhority in this field ; as
for domestic atfairs she is more active
and mindiul because such
business is suitable to her nature and
abilities "

as one man iIn
not
mind.

than man

The abovementioned verse was
sent in accordance with the nature
of women who mostly do not attend
buying or vccasions  and
who have no interest in commerc-

selling

ial businesses. Conversely so long
as the verse has been sent as a
rule of certainly, then it would be

valid and applicable in an environ-
ment in wiich women work in com-
mercial and financial businesses. In
such environment judges should con-
sider women on the same footing as
men in ascertaining and assuming
facts.

Besides. Jurists have stipulated

that in some cases, testimony of
of women only is accepted, and
generally these instances are not

customarily within man’s purview,
such as laying, virginity and other

as long as he muakes l
|
H

is

affaires relating to the knowledge
of women, while at the same time

ithCI'(.‘ are other instances in which

the testimony  of alone is

accepted.

man

Further more we do not need
to wander in the realms of thought
and fantasy when the Quran declares
that woman's is like that
of the man in the case ol any charge
of adultery launched by one of the
spouses against the in this
connection it says : "And for those

testimony

other.

who launch a charge against their
spouses, and have (in support) no

evidence but their own, their solitary
evidence ( can be received ) if they
bear witness four times ( on oath)
by God that they are solemnly tell-
ing the 1truth. And the Ilifth oath
( should be) that thev
invoke the curse of God on themsel-
ves if they tell a lie. But it would
avert the punishment from the wife,
if she bears witness four times (on
oath ) by God that he (her husband)
is telling a lie. And the fifth should
be that she solemnly invokes the
wrath of God on herself if he ( her
accuser } is telling the truth” ( Sura,
29, Verse, 6 — 9).

solemnly

This is justice in Islam in
distributing the common rights hetw-
eensman and woman, which proves

and emphasizes that they are partn-

ers in life and humanity in general.



E the extravagant,
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VIRTUES FROM THE QUR’AN

BY

D,

Amongst the hich Virtues which
ihe Qur'an includes is the Virtue of

- moderation. The Quran incited us to
avoid
parsimony and stinginess,

extravagancy, extravagance,

The Qur'an invokes a curse on

and disdains the

b-avaricious. The Qur'an asks the peo-

4 ple

- moderate side.

to be

equinox  and take the

God says *“And let not thy
. hand Le tied up to they neck. not
5 yet open it with all openness,
thou sit thee down in rebuke, in beg-
gary (Surah the night journey V. 29).

1
1
|
|
|

' ving its acute necessities,

| his

Gamal Addin Arramadi

himselt irom enjoying life, and ha-
but also
he is contemptible everywhere, for
rough and disdainful

attitude.

aspect,

The Qoran prohibited the Mus-

lims from giving authority to the

- foolish to spend money, because they

lest

Na doubt that the extravagant -

person will fall abruptly in a catas-

trophe, and will be unable to stand

g Up again,

4

his money in lollies, voluptuousness,
corporal desires, will complain soon
bankruptey, poverty, and need,

Fxtravagnt countries are expo-

i sed to economic colapses, and corru-

1

5 bl

ption.

Not only the miser is liable to

t' Jead a miserable life, and prevents

The person who expends 1o dicate these people, put an end

and withcut
but with

spend it blindly.
atom of

any

reason, insavity.

The Qur'an considers the money
of the foolish among the income of
the
loses

hecause one who
is liable
the money to the wicked
at nothing 1 this

nasty purposes.

government,
one’'s reason to
who stop

use money  for

the
hesitate

Muslim
10

For this
government

reason
does not

to thir silliness and stupidity, and

only gives them what is essential fo
atford their lives.

The Qur prohibits
hands on the money of
without any richt for fear
king the law, and arousing
controversies, and alcrations which
lead to vehement litigations.

an to lay
the sane
of Dbrea-

civil

give -




God says “ Consume not sour
wealth

things, nor present it to judges that

among  vyourselves in vain

ye may consume a part of other

men’s wealth unjustly, while ve know
the sin which vye Surah
“The cow " V, 188 "

commit

The Quran orders the Muslims
to take always permission when they
enter other houses, and exhorts them
to ornament themselves with this
virtue because the act of entering
a house without permission annoies
its tenants, and enable the coming
from knowing what the tenants are
- not ready to appear.

God says “vye who believe!
enter not into other houses than Vour
own untill ye have ashed leave, and
have saluted its inmates. This will
be best for you, haply vou will hear
this in mind” Surah “the light”, v. 27 *

The Qur'an incites the people
to co-operate with one another,
because dispute leads to failure and
disappointment.

Contest always scatters the po-
wer with which the country can face
all obstacles in its way, and soon
can get rid of them all. It can remove
with the power emerged from co-
~ operation all the difficulties which
' hinder its progress,

By means of co-operation the

country can attain its patriotic aims,
and national hopes. We can extract
many examples from the Arab cou-
ntries strife. ' Whenever the Arab
nations co-operate with one anoiher
they are ready to overwhelm thier
foes, attain victory and crown their
elforts with success.

God orders the Muslims to take
the neccssary steps, and precautions
against their enemies.

God savs “Make ready then
against them what force ye can,
and strong squadrons wherely ye

 may strike terror into the enemy of

God and vour enemy, and into others
beside them whom ye know not,
but whom God knoweth. All that
vou shall expend for the cause of
God shall be repaid
shall not be wronged ”
Spoeils V. 60",

vou, and vye
Surah * The

Thus the Qur'an advises to
spend on that purpose without hesi-
tation, or avarice. The Quran gives
pledges to those who spend to
reward them on the day of judge-
ment.

Whenever the country achieve
this policy it is held in high respect
amongst all the world. whenever
the country delay to protect its sel,
and enables the worms of dispute
to gnaw at its bones, its efforts go

o g
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with the wind and become unaibe
to proceed in the iield of civiiization,
and progress.

The Koran advises the pecple to
take the opinion of one anouther. It
considers counsel the oundation of
any prosperous country. The Quran
asks the Muslims not to bethink one
self but be zealous to one’'s opinion.

God Says *“ And who hearken
to their ford and observe prayer, and
whose affairs are guided by mutual
counsel, and who give alms of that
whith which we have enriched them”

“ Surah The counsel V. 38"

In this way the people can
pick up the threads of a happv life
free from personal aim. and indivi-
dual gluttonies.

The Koran advises the wpeople
to fulfil their promises, whether they
consern financial debts, or spiritual
pledges, or any thing else,

it is a matter of fact that faith-
less damage friendly relations among
the people. Perfidy drags away con-
fidence from the hearts. Treachery
creates hatred, abhorrence, and
strong aversion instead of amity and

friendship.

leads to shatter the
means of treatment amongst the peo-
ple and removes the roots of security
and tranguillity.

This vice

|

God says *“Verily God enjoi-

" neth justice and the good and gifts

|

to kindred, and be forbiddeth wicke-

- dness, and wrong, and oppression.

He warneth vou that haply ve may
be mindtul.

Be {aithful in the convenant of
(God when ye have convenanted, and
break not vour oathes aiter ye have
pledged them, for now have ye made
(God to stand surety lor vyon. Veri
ly God hath knowledge of what ye
do “ Surah The Bec V. 90 -9t 7

The Qur'an advises us to deal
with our parents kindly, and to ieel
niercy towards them because they
enduce to the exireme without cam-
plaint for our sake.

This virtue is an universal one
which leads the society to happiness
and progress, and held in high respe-
ct in all the holy books.

God says * Thy Lord has ordi-
nated that ye worship none but him,
and kindness to our parents whethr
one or both of them attain the old
age with thee, and say not to them
Fie, neither reproach them, but speak
to them both with respectiul speech,
and defer humbly to them out of
tenderness and sav lLord have com-
passion on them both, even as they
reared me when I was little " Surah
“The night journey. V. 22 and others”.
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The Quran advises to behave | due to their insolence, ioul mouthe-

politely and to hold high characters. | dness, and ribaldry.

God specilies his prophet Mohamed

with these qualiiics. God zays: “For i

thou art of a noble nature. But thou
shalt sec and they shall sce” (Sural,
The pen V. ).

No quality equals this quality

in the Quran.

It was told in “Hadith" by riea-
ns ol Mohamed [bn Nasr Ai-Marwazy
that a man made for the prophet,

and stood and

infront of his face,
then asked :i:m
God” What is

Mohame

"Oh messenger of
the

answered

best quality ?
“God temper".
Then the man turned to the prophet’s
right and repeated his question but
the prophet pave the same answer,
then the man turned to the prophet’s
left and asked him the same quest-
ion but the prophet gave the same
answer. Then the man stood behind
the prophet, and adressed him the
same question. Mohamed the prophet,
insisted on the same reply turned
his face to him and said Dont You

understand Good temper !

Then, good temper, according to
the Qur'an is the key of many Prob-

lems. lll-natured people fail to succeed

‘_in life. They are exposed to failure

Some interpreters of the Quran
consider good temper includnig great
bashiulness, piety, favour patience,

mercy, cheerfulness, and gratitude.

The good natured person is one who

avoides slander, avarice envy, and
grudge. He hates for God's sake, and
loves for God's sake: He becomes

angry for (God, and becomes conte-
nted for God.

The Qur'an advises the people
to give the frusts to their owners,

and not to delay to accomplish this
task.

For this purpose God says,
“Verily God enjoineth you to give
back your trusts to their owners, and
when ye judge, between men, to

judge with fairness. Excellent is the
practice to which God exhorteth you.

God heareth, beholds” Surah “The
women”. V. 58 and others.

In this wav the Quran is a
sacred book above suspicion. That
this verily is the word ol an apostle

worthy of all honour! And that it is
not the word of a poet, how little
do ye believe ! Neither is it the word
of a soothsayer how little do vye
receive warning! It is a missive
from the Lord of the worlds.
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