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The Roctor of Al-Azhar University,
Cairo—Egvpt

Most respected sir,
Assalamu Alaikum.

It is with profound sorrow I have
to write you that I am shocked to
read the newspaper report about
the remarks made by sheikh Abdul
Hamed Bakheet, professor of Islamic
History at Al-Azhar, wherein he 1s
reported to have said that fasting
during Ramzan month is not oblig=
atory for a Muslim.

[ have the greatest respect for
Al-Azhar and its Ulemas, but it pains
me fo read such a shocking report
which is quite contrary to the
teachings of Islam. This report has
coused a stir in our town, and, 1|
fear we may be mislead and our
«Imam”, God forbids, may be shaken

1 approached the local Molvis
and Ulemas and they have given

the  verdict  that fasting  duving
Ramzan is obligatory for every

Muslim. But it has not satisfied my
quest for more knowledge about
fasting, and hence, I approach you
for a clear guidance.

Please kindly clear the doubt
and enlighten me with your know-
ledge whether fasting is obligatory
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cr non obiigatory as contended by

the jearned sheikh  Abdar Hamid
Bakhieet,
thanking vou and awanting  an
early reply.
With respects.
Your most taithfully,

. Mohamed Habibulia

P b am herewith enclosing the
newspaper cutting tor vour

kind perusal.

Ramzan fast not ohligatory
Cairo professor's contention.
Cairo, May 12.

The Rector of Al Azhar Univer-
sity has ordered  the sctting up of
d committee ot fonr fromw  the
Unrversity’s Ulemas  to louk into
# profassor’s that
during Ramzan month is not obli-

claim fasting

catory hin o Muslim,
Alidul

isianmie

Hamid Bakhaet,
professor ol Ihstory  at
A AZlar, the oldest seat of Mus-
L fearning, wrote recentiy, “lvery

~hoilch

e we s see hundreds o people

whnocre unabie o oo Ramzan
don s isolaten placos vhere they
vart sed drink™

sbhseryved

Fastine chould be

Saer o by those who ean staed .
hese who cannot <t niay acquid
themselves before Abah by beding
the poor or giving rhem money ",
e saii Ulemas ot AL Avher $ipg-

versity  stronoly o obieewed tg the

prolessors remarks-Reuter.
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Mr. D. Mohamed Habibullah
Muslimpur, Vaniyambadi

N. A. Y. INDIA.

Respected Sir,

Assalamu alaykom wa rahmatu-
llahi wa barakatoh.

We have received your letter
dated 15-5-1955, expressing your
profound sorrow and indignation,
at what has been published by
the newspapers, about Sheikh
Abdul-Hamid Bakheet, teacher of
History in Al-Azhar. You state in
this letter that his contention has
caused a stir, great perplexity and
the the
Muslim people, for it was unders-

confusion in mind  of
tood from this article that fasting
is not obligatory in the Islamic
Religion.

We beg to inform you that the
writer of this article is not compe-
tent or specialisd in the Islamic
Jurisprudence, his study of Figh or
Islamic Law ended with the seco-
ndarv section. He has not
Figh in the Higher Education and
he specialised and obtained his
depree in History. The contention

attributed to him in the newspap:rs
has no founduation

learnt

on this subject

or credit at all. is unworthy ol

consideration and must be neglec-
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ted completely.  This teacher has

heen simimoned o o disciplinary
trial, - with  charge ol misleading

and inciting people  to  dispense
with this preseription, necessarily

known in the Islamic religion and
recognised by all Muslims.

Al-Azhar Rector will preside the
Discipline Council composed of the
Vice-Ministsr of justice. the three
Deens of Al-Azhar Faculties
two members of the Higher Council
of Al-Azhar,

As for the rules prescriped by
Allah on this point, we beg to state
that of Ramadhan s an
absolute injunction and oue of the

and

the tast

Iour fundamental Islamic Institutions
called the billars of Islam, alter the
recognition of one  God that
Mohamed is his last prophet. Whao
soever denies that tast is obligatory

and

i~ unanimously considered kalir, i.o.
non Muslim.

to break
the fast, m the case of disease or

Muslims  are  allowed
[ourney, with charge of tasting like
number of other davs, as the Almi-
vhtv God has said in the Holy

{haran : QB’O., teuadi ol Gooaps o

el bl e e e T .

The interpretation of the second
paragraph of this verse i< as follo-
ws:  “ Whoever is  diseased or
on a journey is allowed not to
fast during the davs ob discase or
with of  Tasting

journey, charge
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atterwards the number of days he
has not observed ”.

this
old weary and declining person
the one who is attacked of
an incurable disease. These two
kind of persons who do not expect
to be able one day to fast - when
they do not fast, being unable to
keep it - are required to effect
a redemption, by feeding a poor
person for cach day. This is the

Excepted of rule are the

and

case meant by this verse of the
Holy Quran:

which means the persons who
exhaust their strength in keeping

it. This verse is also read:
€ aka plale &b & g3 g WEL R
i. e. those last as
a heavy collar on their neck, be-
cause it is hard and
unbearable for them.

The

that the
fast for one of the above-mentioned

who find the

extremely

Muslims are unanimous

persons, allowed not to
reasons, are not authorised to break
the fast in public, by consideration
of Muslim feelings and respect of
the genral execution ol this funda-

mental ordinance.

This is the clearing required,
and we hope that this statement
will bring things back in the right
order, clear your doubts and calm
your souls. We implore the Almi-
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ahitv God to preserve and protect

Islam  against the intrigues of its

encimes  and to unite Muslims in

the execution  of their religious
ordinances  and in pursuing  His
Book. Would  Aftah  grant
peace and blessing to our Prophet

Mohamed,

Clear

leader  of  pious  and
chiel of Allah’ Messengers, to his
relatives and fo o all his companion,

Wassalamu alavkom wa rahma-

wlluh wa barakatoh.

he Reetor of A-Azhar
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