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Basrans further differentiated between God’s being potentially
hearing (sami’) and seeing (basir) and His being actually hearing
(sami‘) and seeing (mubsir) once an object of perception is given.
The anonymous author’s preference is for the Baghdadi position.
This was also the view of Ibn al-Malahimi and al-Himmas al-
Razi, whereas Abu l-Husayn is reported to have been undecided
on this issue. Discussing the ontological foundation of God’s
being powerful, knowing, living and existing (ff. 17a-18a), the
anonymous author states that these attributes are entailed by His
essence (yastahigqu hadhihi [-sifat li-nafsihi) which again agrees
with the doctrine of Abu I-Husayn al-Basri and his school. In
respect to God’s being willing (ff. 18a-19a), the anonymous author
sides with the view he ascribes to the Baghdadis according to
Wf.li.Ch this attribute is identical with God’s motive (da‘%), while he
criticizes the opposite view (he refrains from identifying the
prplggonists of this doctrine) according to which God’s being
willing is a separate attribute whose ontological foundation is a
temporal will act not inhering in a substrate (la budda an takiina
iradatuhu min fi'lihi ta‘ala muhdatha mawjida la fi mahall).
Reducing God’s will to His motive was the view ascribed to Abu
I-Husayn al-Basri and shared by his later followers. Abu 1-Qasim
al-Ka‘bi in fact held a similar view: God’s will with respect to His
own acts means that He performs them. As for the acts of man, the
anonymous author stipulates, also in agreement with the doctrine
of Abu I-Husayn al-Basri, that both capability (qudra) and motive
(da‘t) are necessary conditions for an act to occur (f. 29a). This
concept of how an act occurs is again employed in his
argqmentation that God does not do any evil. Since God has no
motive to do evil and since an act only occurs when both
ca.pabll.ity and motive are given, He does not do any evil despite
His being capable of it (ff. 32a-b). The same reasoning was
employed by Abu I-Husayn al-Basri. Discussing the meaning of
annihilation (fana’) and restoration (i‘ada) (ff. 60b-62a), the
anonymous author again sides with the position ascribed to Abu I-
Husayn al-Basri and maintained by his later followers. The issue
at stake for the mutakallimin was how the continuity of the
identity of individual is preserved in this world and in the hereafter
dgring the process of annihilation and subsequent restoration as
stipulated by the Qur’an (21:104). For it would be unjust on the

X1X

part of God if the one who is punished in the hereafter were not
identical with the sinner in this world. The adherents of Abu
Hashim argued in agreement with their notion of states (ahwal)
that annihilation occurs when God produces an entitative
determinant (ma‘na) of annihilation because of which substances
and bodies cease to exist while their essences remain stable. Given
the continuing reality of essences in the state of non-existence, the
continuity of the individuals who are later punished or rewarded is
guaranteed. By contrast, Abu I-Husayn al-Basri and his followers
who maintained that the existence of a thing is identical with its
essence, denied that annihilation meant that things cease to exist.
If this were the case, the restored body would not be identical with
the body prior to its annihilation. To evade this, they maintained
that annihilation consists of the dissolution of the parts of a body
and restoration consists of their being reassembled. This is also the
view of the anonymous author (... tahaqqaqa anna l-fand’ tafriq

al-ajzd@ wa-l-i‘ada hiya ta’lifuha).

With the exception of errors and corruptions which have been
emended, the odd idiomatic usage of the author has been
preserved as much as possible in the present edition. The (often
inconsistent) spelling peculiarities of the manuscript have
regularly been modernized without notification. They include in
particular obsolete choice for seats of hamza or its replacement by
; the use for ¢ for ¢ (a) at the end of the word (alif magsura); the
use of final ! for final & or vice versa; scriptio defectiva for alif.

Examples are:

Edition Manuscript
I3 2 Pl
Ji Jo
Nt tes
wb, wl,
F Ll
ek 5
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copied.” The title of the work, Khulasat al-nazar, is given at the
beginning of the tenth quire (f. 82a: ‘ashira min al-Khuldasa [sic]
al-nazar). The manuscript consists of 98 folios (180 x 125 mm,
with 15 lines to a page) and of quires of ten leaves that are
numbered as follows: f. 4a: thaniya, f. 14a: thalith [sic), f. 24a:
rabi‘a, f. 34a: khamisa, f. 44a: sddisa, f. 54a: sabi‘a, f. 64a:
thamina, f. 82a: ‘ashira min al-khulasa [sic] al-nazar, f. 92a:
hadiya ‘ashara. Prior to f. 4a where the second quire begins, one
bifolio (ff. 1-2) and one single leaf (f. 3) are preserved. Assuming
that the first quire also consisted of ten leaves, the preserved
bifolio (ff. 1-2) must have constituted the two middle leaves of
that quire, i.e. ff. 5 and 6. Thus, at the beginning of the fragment
the first four leaves are missing. The preserved single leaf of the
first quire (f. 3) must originally have been either f, 7, 8 or 9, given
the break in the continuity of the text between ff. 2-3 and 3-4.*
Because of the lacuna between ff. 73 and 74, the original first leaf
of the ninth quire is missing. Since the beginning of the next quire
is indicated on f. 82, it is evident that the lacunae between ff. 73-
74 and ff. 81-82 consist of one leaf each (assuming that the ninth
quire originally also consisted of ten leaves). It is not clear how
many leaves are missing at the end of the codex.* In the margins
of the first 13 leaves, there are numerous reading marks inserted
by a different hand (balaghat qird’at ayyadahu llah, ft. 1b, 2b, 3a,
3b, 4a (two), 5b, 6a, 6b, 7a (two), 7b, 8b (two), 9b, 10b, 11a, 12a,
13b). The manuscript is certainly not an autograph copy as is
evident from the numerous corrupt passages and severe mistakes
in grammar and orthography throughout the text. Yet apparently
the author of the text himself was also not a highly learned
scholar. The style of the text is of rather poor quality throughout,
and it is not unlikely that many of the numerous errors in grammar
and syntax originated with the author.

* Vajda and Sauvan estimate that the manuscript was copied in the 6"/12"
century; see Catalogue des Manuscrits Arabes, p. 126.

“ A later reader added a note on the lower margin of f. 1a: nagis 8 warag.
This statement is clearly erroneous.

* In the lower margin of fl. 98b, there is a notation by the same hand as the
notation on f. la stating: nagis waraqatayn wa-llahu alam. It is not evident on
what this information is based.

XVil

The text contains frequent references to earlier Imami scholars,
among them the Banii Nawbakht, Shaykh al-Mufid, al-SharTf al-
Murtada, Shaykh al-Tisi (specifically mentioned are his K. al-
Igtisad and his K. al-Tamhid), At;g I-Salah z'al—ljlala_bi, w{m_ was a
student of al-Murtada and al-Tts1,” and al-Hinmasi al-Razi as thc
latest among the authorities quoted. The structure of the entire
work as well as of most chapters indicates that its authpr was
heavily indebted to al-Himmasi al-Razi’s Kitab al-Mungidh min
al-taqlid. . ‘

Doctrinally, the anonymous author closely follqws the views of
Abu 1-Husayn al-Basri and his school although nel_th_cr he nor Ib'n
al-Malahimi (or sahib al-Fa’iq as al-tHlimmasi gl-Razl _calls Him) is
referred to by name anywhere in the text. It is possnble_ _thal t-he
author was only familiar with the earlier Twelver Shi‘ kalam
literature, to the exclusion of Mu‘tazili writings.\ He opens the
discussion of the proof for the existence of God (ff. l()_a'-l 1b) wn—th
the proof that was introduced by Abu I-Husayn al—Ba§r1 into kalam
that assumes the contingency (jawaz) of the bodies. l\Ic then
explains at length the traditional kalam proof that starts from the
temporality of accidents (ma‘ani). W}_nlc he quahﬁ?:% tfw ﬁr:%t
proof as sound and reliable (hadha [-madhhab  ‘indi ..S‘a.hl.h
mu‘tamad), he remains neutral about the second proof. In his
discussion of God’s being existent (ff. 14b-15a), the anonymous
author adduces both notions of wujud, namc.ly (a) thf: view
formulated by Abu l-Husayn al-Basri that the existence o't a‘t,hmg
is identical with its essence or, to use his words, that .‘:thmg and
“existent”” are synonymous (al-shay’ ‘ibdfa ‘an al-mawjid), and ( p)
the Bahshami position according to which essences are statzlc in
the state of non-existence (al-dhawat fi .I—{adam dhawat li-
anfusiha); again, he clearly sides with the view of f\bu~ I-Husayn
al;BasrT (wa-huwa sahih dallat ‘a[thi al—qa’t/la al- aqlz){wf wa-l-
nagliyya). On the issue of God’s being hear.lpg anq seeing (ff. _15_a‘-
b), the anonymous author reports the p()SlIl(?n of 'lhc Baghdadns,
who maintained that these attributes are identical vynh (‘md‘ S bc?ng
knowing, and the Basran view according to Wthll (10('1 S b(fmg
seeing and hearing is distinct from His being knowing. The

% On him, see Agha Buzurg al-Tihrant: Tabagat a‘lam al-shi'a, vol. 2, part
2, p. 39.
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that clc_arly show the influence of the doctrines of Abu I-Husayn
al—ngrl as well as their avoidance of any philos()phical
terrpmology and concepts even when these were compatible with
their own theological doctrines. Among these is a fatwa by Sharaf
al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Husayn b. Abi l-Qésilﬁ b. Muhammad
al-(ch.ii al-Asadi al-Hilli concerning the status of someone
upholdmg> the Bahshami doctrine that the non-existent (méz‘dﬂm) 1S
a rgal thmg (thabit, haqq)34 that was written as a reaction to a;l
§arller Jatwa by al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli (d. 676/1277) on the same
issue, \yhich i1s also included in the majmﬁ‘a.” While‘ the
M'uhaqqlq .rejected the doctrine but did not charge its advocate
with unbelief (kufr) or grave sin (fusig), Sharaf al—ﬁin insisted
that Fhe doctril}s constitutes unbelief and that its holder mu;t not
be given alms.™ The majmu‘a furthermore contains a short éreed

also by Sharaf al-Din;”’ a versified theological lrcatisc; (nazm) b ;
one of his sons, Shihab al-Din Isma‘il;* and a short crecdrin lhz

von al—Hu.vun Ibn Musa an-Naubahti. Istanbul 1931) was based

mgnuscrlPt of the text that is included in this majmi‘a (ff. 13'1'.5-5;:“':9 (}n thL
gwdcnt f}rom his very detailed description of the manu;crbi[;tl as :llv ) 'hlsllf
X)}t]l;igcgon|“:{ thc cditio(n. Hoyvcvcr, Ritter misread the name oftlibe cL(:]p)lf?stt:lZ
A Aghé gl-lz_ult.s;a'yglil-.ﬁwml (cf. the introduction to his edtion, p. waw; see
Alrs, fis uri‘a, vol. 16, p. 179 no. 559; idem: Tubagat, vol. 3, part

* MS Bodleian Arab. f. 64, ff. 100b-104a.
¥ MS Bodleian Arab. f. 64, ff. 99a-100b.

36

“Muﬁljvc;l:d/;ngi\' have l]:)ecn c;jited by Sayyid Husayn Mudarrissi Tabataba’r:
Sliton o 0 ar mas’ala-yi shay’iyyat-i ma‘dim,” in Mirdth-i islami-yi ird ‘
q.;/;m;l;;‘Hcrlta{ge (g/i' I_.\'Iam (ed. Rasil Ja‘fariyan), vol. I, Qu‘;]lll3l7l\3[‘/l["ll‘l)-‘;:1]h 0l
Ub;. b dr?d in Tarikh u farhang-i muasir 8 (1372/(1993]), pp. 82-91 Bgtph
p |catlon'.s are apparently reprints of an earlier publication of this editi(;n th
exact location of which could not be verified. ‘ =
37 ;
MS Bodleian Arab. f. 64, ff. 105a-107a.

m :

- MS Bodleian Arab. f. 64, ff. 113a-119b. A second manuscript of this
Lri;/u(za is prcscrvgd in a collective manuscript owned by thc> Apat(Allé;
Z:rnd:l}l]_l(gi?;-ﬁ Lll_)rary_ln Qum, MS Mar‘ashi 2754, copied by Muha}ilmmad b.
edi)t/ed twiccl (l)r:l I\t/}l]tésa;\;/:i:)noﬁhMliharrim 1282/6 June 1865. The text has been
STt % sis of the two known manuscripts, namely by Ya‘qub
Ja'fari (“Urjaza fi l-kalam.” in Kalam H7I/I993p 38) and b
Muhammad Rida Ansari Qummi (“Urjiza ﬁ(sharh al-y>é)<iﬂtpfr;-‘il2n(1) j]?-(l)(dl‘:—:: l?r):
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form of a wasiyya by another son of Sharaf al-Din, Al)mad,” the
scribe of the majmii‘a. %

The text edited here also belongs to this interim period of
Twelver Shi‘i kaldam; the influence of Abu I-ITusayn al-Basri’s
thought is evident in every issue on which the latter had departed
from the views of the Bahshamiyya, and the latest Imami author
referred to is al-Himmasi al-Razi. By contrast, there 1s no
indication of any influence of philosophical concepts and
terminology as they were typical for Imami kalam from Nasir al-
Din al-Tusi onwards.!' In the apparently unique manuscript
preserved in the Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris** folios are
missing at the beginning, at the end and throughout (lacunae
following ff. 2, 3, 73, 81). It contains no indication as to its author
or its scribe and as to when and where it was composed or

Mirath-i islami-yi ran. Islamic Heritage of Islam (ed. Rasl Ja‘fariyan), vol. &,

Qum 1377/1998, pp. 513-533).

¥ MS Bodleian Arab. f. 64, ff. 120a-121a.

 His colophons are to be found on ff. 12b (dated 6 Sha‘ban 740/6 February
1340), ©°a (dated Sha‘ban 740/February 1340), 87b (dated 16 Sha‘ban 740/16
February 1340), 92a (27 Sha‘ban 740/27 February 1340), 97b (partly illegible,
dated [Ramadan] 740/[March] 1340), 98b (dated 6 Ramadan 740/6 March
1340), 107b (undated), 112b (dated 23 Dhu I-Hijja 741/9 June 1341), 119b
(dated 26 Dhu I-Hijja 741/12 June 1341), 131b (24 Dhu I-Hijja 742/31 May

1342).

4 Georges Vajda tentatively dated the composition of the text at the end of
the 5™/11™ century, see his “Le probléme de la vision de Dieu,” p. 34. This is
far too early and cannot be maintained given the frequent references to al-
Himmasi al-Razi throughout the text.

42 MS Arabe 1252. For a description of the manuscript, see George
and Yvette Sauvan: Catalogue des anuscrits Arabes. Deuxieme  partie.
Manuscrits musulmans. Tome 111, nos 1121-1464. Paris 1985, pp. 126-127. The
sections dealing with the beatific vision (ff. 22-24b) and with man being
obliged to rational investigation (ff. 1-2) have been translated by Georges
Vajda; see his “Le probléme de la vision de Dieu (ru’va) d’apres quelques
auteurs §i‘ites duodécimains,” in Le Shitisme imamite. Collogue de Strashourg
(6-9 Mai 1968). Ed. T. Fahd. Paris 1970, pp. 31-54; “Pour le dossier de Nazar,”
in Recherches d'islamologie. Recueil d'articles offert a Georges C. Anawali et
Louis Gardet par leurs collégues et amis. Eds. Roger Arnaldez and Simone van
Riet. Louvain 1977, pp. 333-336.

Vajda
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and al-Fadil al-Miqdad al-Suyuri (d. 826/1423).% Apart from the
writings of Abu l-Husayn al-Basri and Ibn al-Malahimi, some
Imami scholars had access to the work of a certain Tacﬁ al-Din al-
Najrani (or: al-Bahrani) al-‘Ajali (vocalization uncertain), Kitab
al-Kamil fima balaghanda min kalam al-qudama’, a systematic
juxtaposition of the teachings of the Bahshamiyya and of Abu I-
Husayn al-Basri.”” Nasir al-Din al-Tiisi moreover combined in his
kalam treatises theological discussions with philosophical
terminology, methodology and style and accepted a number of
philosopl;}i{cal concepts that were compatible with the theological
doctrine;™ the amalgamation of theology and philosophy was the
rule for Imami theologians from the 7""/13" century onwards.

* For his doctrinal views, see his independent kalam works al-Anwar al-
Jjalaliyya li-I-fusul al-nasiriyya (MS Mar‘ashi 8047/2) and K. al-Lawami® al-
ilahiyya fi I-mabahith al-kalamiyya (Ed. Muhammad ‘Ali al-Qadi al-Tabataba’i
Tabriz 1397/1976). See also his commentaries on writings of the ‘Allima al;
Hilli, viz. Irshad al-talibin ila nahj al-mustarshidin (Ed. Mahdi al-Raj@’i. Qum
1405/1984) and al-Nafi yawm al-hashr fi sharh al-Bab al-hadi ((l;‘llll;” (Ed
Mahdi Muhaqqig. Teheran 1365/1986). ‘ A '

" A unique manuscript of the text is preserved in Leiden (Or 487). Parts of
the work have been edited and translated by al-Sayyid Muhammad él—Sh"%hid
(Das  Problem der transzendentalen  sinnlichen Wuhrhehmutn y in Ld ’r
sp('ifm_u‘{uzilitixchen Erkenntnistheorie nach der Darstellung des Ta }’faddfn u;-
Nagrani. ‘Bcrlin 1983; see the review by Wilferd Madelung ir; Bulqletin of the
School of Oriental and African Studies 48 (1985), pp. 128-129) Al-Shéhid has
srtfzgc]:{ently pl»(ublished aln edition of the complete text (Cairo ]420/19‘)9) That
al-‘Ajali was known to later Imami sians is indicate ; st
o s b = e i 82.1 theologians is indicated, for example, in

28
= The most renowned is his Tujri ‘aga’id ( iric
. s his Tajrid al-‘aq@id (oder Tujrid al-i‘tigad). For
lbls vsfo'rk anq( Fh(f commentaries thcrel{pon. see ‘Ali Sadra’i Khi'T: Ki{(;/h.\'/u'mi.vi—
i Tajrid al-itigad. Q_um 1424/2003; Agha Buzurg; al-Dharia, vol. 3 pp. 352-
35—5‘_no. 278; Mudarris Rzidawi: Ahwal u athar, pp. 422-433.‘Nasir z,il-DTn al-
;[u51 also composed Qawd'id al-‘aqa’id (see Agha Buzurg; Dharita, vol. 14 p
th} tno. 1.577, p 24, vol. 17, p. 18(? no. 985) and in Persian the Fusul nasiriyya,
at were trar?slat_cd by Ru}(n a.l-Dm Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Jurjani al-Gharawi, a
studen’)t of al-‘Allama al-Hilli, into Arabic; cf. Agha Buzurg: Dhari‘a, vol. 4 [;p.
122-123 no. 585, vol. _16, pp. 246-247 no. 980. On the translated text, numerous
commetaries were written; cf. Dhari‘a, vol. 13, pp. 383-385 no. 1437-1445. For
a ]lS‘t_ <2f Nasir al-Din al-Tist’s writings in the field of kaldm, see Mudarrist
Zanjani: Sar-guzasht, pp. 182ff.
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Apart from al-Himmas1 al-Razi’s Kitab al-Mungidh, relatively
few Imami texts have come down to us that were composed in the
brief interim period between the reception of the doctrine of Abu
I-Husayn al-Basri and the introduction of the “Method of the
Moderns” (tarigat al-muta’akhkhirin), as Ibn Khaldin labelled the
later stage of philosophical kalam® that was initiated within
Imamism by Nasir al-Din al-Tisi. Among them is the Kitab al-
Yagit by a certain Abi Ishaq b. Nawbakht, on which al-‘Allama
al-Hilli wrote a commentary.”’ Nothing is known about the author.
Doctrinal considerations show that he did not belong to the Banu
Nawbakht of the 3ot century. Rather, the work could have been
written during the 5"/11"™ century at the earliest, possibly even
later. Wilferd Madelung suggests as possible author a certain
Ibriahim Nawbakhti who is mentioned by ‘Abd al-Jalal al-Razi in
his Kitab al-Nagd (composed around 565/1 170),"  while
Muhammad Khan Qazwini proposed an even later date, not long
before the commentary of al—Hilli.32 Mention should further be
made of a family of scholars who were active at the beginning of
the 8"/14" century in al-Hilla, the Banii al-‘Awd. They espoused
the doctrinal positions of Abu I-Husayn al-Basr1 and Ibn al-
Malahimi while rejecting the philosophical kalam as introduced
into Imamism by Nasir al-Din al-Tusi. A collective manuscript
(majmii‘a), written by the hand of Ahmad b. Sharaf al-Din al-
‘Awdi between 6 Shatban 740/6 February 1340 and 24 Dhu I-Hijja
742/31 May 1342 is extant in the Bodleian Library in Oxford (Ms.
Arab. f. 64).* It contains texts by various members of the family

2 [bn Khaldin: Prolégoménes [al-Mugaddima] 1-3. Ed. Etienne Marc
Quatremére. Paris 1858, vol. 3, p. 41.

% Hasan b. Yiisuf b. al-Mutahhar al-Hilli: Anwar al-malakit i sharh al-
yagit. Ed. Muhammad Zanjani. Tehran 1338/[1959].

3 Madelung: “Imamism and Mu‘tazilite Theology,” p. 15 n. 1.

32 Oral suggestion by Muhammad Khan Qazwini to Paul Kraus who tended
to share this view: see his “Raziana 1,” in Orientalia 4 (1935), p. 306 n. 0; see
also Madelung: “Imamism,” p. 15 n. 2.

3 For a detailed description of the codex, see Mudarrisi: “Mufawada,” in
Mirdth-i islami-yi fran, pp. 164-167; see also Sabine Schmidtke: “The Doctrinal
Views of the Banii al-Awdi (early 8"/14™ century). An Analysis of MS Arab. f.

64 (Bodleian Library, Oxford).” (Forthcoming). — Hellmut Ritter’s edition of
Abii Muhammad Hasan al-Nawbakhti’s Firagq al-shi'a (Die Sekten der Schita



Bahshamis. With regard to human acts, Abu I-Husayn al-Basri
maintained that capability (qudra) as well as motive (da‘t) are
required for an act to occur. The Bahshamis did not consider the
presence of a motive to be a necessary condition for an act to
occur.

Sadid al-Din Mahmid b. ‘Ali al-Himmasi al-Razi (d. after
600/1204) is the first Imami thinker known to have adopted the
doctrines of Abu I-Husayn al-Basri."’ In his Kitab al-Mungidh min

al-taglid, composed in 581/1185- 86,"" he consistently followed the

1 See Wilferd Madelung: “The late Mu‘tazila and determinism. The
philosophers’ trap,” in Yad-nama in Memoria di Alessandro Bausani. Eds. B
Scarcia Amoretti and L. Rostagno. Rome 1991, vol. 1, pp. 245-257.

" Prior to al-Himmasi al-Razi’s reception of Abu I-Husayn al-Basi1’s
theological thought, the latter’s refutations (nagd) of al-Sharif al-Murtada’s
Kitab ai-Shafi on the imamate and of his Kitah al-Mugni® on the concealment
(ghayba) of the Twelfth Imam were known to and refuted by Imami scholars,
viz. by Abl ‘Ali Hamza Salar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Daylami (d. 463/1070-71) (cf.
Dhari‘a, vol. 10, pp. 179-80 no. 378) and by Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Karajaki (d.
449/1057-58) (Risalat al-Tanbith ‘ala aghlat Abi [-Husayvn al-Basri, cf.
»Maktabat al-‘allama al-Karajaki li-ahad mu‘asirihi.* Ed. AIA—Suyyid ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz al-Tabataba‘. In: Turathuna 43-44 (1416), p. 393. Moreover, ‘Abd al-Jalil
b. Abi I-Fath al-Razi is known to have composed a Nagd al-Tasaffih li-Abi [-
Husavn al-Bagri, apparently a refutation of the latter’s doctrinal views as laid
down in the Tasaffuh al-adillu; see Muntajab al-Din: Fihrist asma ‘ulama’ al-
shi‘a - wa-musannifihim. Ed. al-Sayyid ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Tabatabad’i. Beirut
1406/1986, p. 100 no. 226; Dharita, vol. 24, p. 286 no. 1466. None of the
mentioned refutations is extant.

¥ Ed. M.H. al-Yusufi al-Gharawi (Qum 1412/[1991]). For the work and its
author, see Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Hurr al-‘Amili: Amal al-amil 1-2. Ed.
Ahmad al-Husayni. Baghdad 1385/1965, vol. 2, p. 316 no. 963; Muhsin al-
Amin: Afyan al-shita 1-11. Beirut 1403/1983, vol. 10, pp. 105- 107; idem:
Mustadrak A'van al-shi'a 1-6. Beirut 1408-15/1987-95, vol. 1, pp. 218-219;
Agha Buzurg al-Tihrani: al-Dhari‘a ila tasanif al-shi'a 1-25. Beirut 1403/1983-
86, vol. 1, p. 249 no. 1312, vol. 3, p. 60 na 166, vol. 3, p. 333 no. 1209, vol. 4
p. 222 no. 1114, vol. 4, p. 222 no. 1116, vob 21, p. 65 no. 3970, vol. 21, p. ‘)5
no. 4101, vol. 23, pp. 151-152, vol. 24, pp. 290-291 no. 1507; idem: Tubaydt
a'lam al-shita. Vol. 2. Ed. ‘Ali Nagi Munzawi. Qum n.d., part 2, p. 295; Ibn al-
Malahimi: Mu‘tamad, introduction viii; ‘Abbas b. Muhammad Rida al-Qummi:
al-Kuna wa-l-alqab 1-3. Najaf 1376/1956, vol. 2, pp. ‘]75-]7(); Etan Kohlberg:
A Medieval Scholar at Work. Ibn Tawis and his Librarv. Leiden 1992, pp. 75,
354-355 no. 590; Yisuf b. Ahmad al-Bahrant: Llwiat al-Bahravn. Ed.
Muhammad Sadiq Bahr al-‘Ulim. Najaf 1386/1966, pp. 348-349 no. 117; ‘Abd
Allah al-Ni‘ma: Fualasifa al-shi'a. Haydatuhum wa-ar@uhum. Beirut 1962, pp.
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views of Abu I-Husayn al-Basri whenever these disagreed with
those of the Bahshamiyya. Al-Himmasi had evidently immediate
access to the theological writings of Abu I- Huxdyn al-Basri. He
repeatedly quotes hom his Kitab al-Ghurar' and refers to his
Tasaffuh al- adilla* He also mentions a risala by Abu I-Husayn
on the possibility of miracles of saints (jawaz zuhur al-mu'jiz ‘ala
[-salihin) which the latter had affirmed against the general position
of the Mu‘tazila,”’ and he often refers to the wnlmg;s of Abu I-
Husayn without mentioning any specific work title.” Al-Himmasi
had evidently also access to Ibn al-Malahimi’s Kitab al-Fd’ig to
whom he regularly refers as sahib al-Fa@’iq, quoting from this
work. >

The teachings of Abu I-Husayn al-Basri continued to mark
Imami theological thought over the following centuries. The main
representatives of later Imami theology of the 7%/13™ and 8"/14"™
centuries were Nasir al-Din al-Tusi (d 672/1274), Maytham b.
Maytham al-Bahrani (d. 699/1300),” Hasan b. Yasuf b. dl-
Mutahhar al-Hilli, known as the ‘Allama al-Hilli (d. 726/1325),%

)

542-544; Muhammad Bagqir al- Khwansari: Rawdat al-jannat fi ahwal al-‘ulama
wa-l-sadat 1-8. Qum 1392/1987, vol. 7, pp. 158-164 no. 618; ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Tsa
al-Afandi: Rivad al-‘ulama 1-5. Ed. Ahmad al-Husayni. Qum 1401/1981, vol.
5, pp. 202-203; Rudolph  Sellheim: Materialien  zur — arabische
Literaturgeschichte. Teil 1. Wiesbaden 1976, pp. 146-147; see also ibid. pp.
142-147 for the differentiation between Mahmid b. ‘Al b. al-Hasan al-
Himmasi al-Razi (d. after 600/1204) and the later Mahmud b. ‘Al b. Mahmad
al-Himmasi al-Razi (653/1255-713/1313), author of a commentaty on Nasir al-
Din al-Tisi's Qawaid al-‘aga’id titled Kashf al-ma‘aqid fi sharh Qawdid al-
‘aga’id that is preserved in manuscript (MS Berlin, Ahlwardt 1769).

" Al-Himmasi al-Razi: al-Mungidh, vol 1, p. 203, 504-505.
2 See, e.g., al-Himmasi al-Razi: al-Mungidh, vol 1, p. 63.
2 Al-Himmasi al-Razi: al-Mungidh, vol 1, p. 401.

2 Al-Himmasi al-Razi: al-Mungidh, vol. 1, pp. 324ff, 327, 434, vol. 2, pp
5,24, 87, 105-106, 144, 214, 217, 282-283, 339-341

B Al-Himmasi al-Razi: al-Mungidh, vol. 1, pp. 56-57, 208, 344,

™ See particularly his Qawd'id al-maram fi ‘ilm al-kalam. Ed. Ahmad al-
Husayni. Qum 1406/[1986].

% On him, see Sabine Schmidtke: The Theology of al-‘Allama al-Hilli (d.
726/1325). Berlin 1991.
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power.” The writings of his later follower Rukn al-Din Ibn al-
Malahimi al-Khwarazmi (d. 536/1141), who lived about a century
later, constitute the main source for the reconstruction of Abu I-
Husayn al-Basri’s doctrine. These are his Kitab al-Mu‘tamad fi
usul al-din, the first part of which is a paraphrastic summary of
Abu l-Hu]s(fiyn al-Basri’s Tasaffuh al-adilla, which is partly
preserved, = his Kitab al-Fd’iq fi usil al-din, which is a summary
of the Kitab al-Mu‘tamad,"" and his Kitab Tuhfat al-mutakallimin
fi l-radd ‘ala I-falasifa of copy of which has recently been
discovered.'?

Abu I-Husayn al-Basri rejected the Bahshami notion of states
(ahwal) that had been developed by Abi Hashim as a conccpliona‘l
framework to explain the ontological status of the attributes of
God and man." With respect to God, he maintained that the di;/inc
essence differs from other essences by itself and not, as Abi
Hashim and his followers had argued, because of an al;rit;ute of
essence additional to the essence. Likewise, God is knowing
powerful and existent according to Abu I-Husayn al-Basri bccau;:c’
of His essence and not, as was the view of the Bahshan'nis, owing

9
See Abu I-Husayn al-Basri: Tusaffuh al-adilla. T i

: ] st Tasaffuh al- . The extant parts introduced
and cdlteq by Wllf_erd Madelung and Sabine Schmidtke. Wicsbarzicn ZZ(I)]OI(:)L UL(;;
the Kgrantc “rcceptlon _of Abu I-Husayn al-Basii’s doctrine, see also Sabine
Schn_'ndtkc: The Karaites’ Encounter with the Thought of Abu I-Husayn al-
Basri (q. 436/1044). A Su:v;y of the Relevant Materials in the Firkovitch—
Collection, St. Petersburg, in Arabica 53 i (2006), pp. 108-142: Wilferd
Madelung gnd Sabine  Schmidtke:  Rational Theology  in ,Intcr/ailh
Communication. Abu [-Husayn al-Basri's Mu“tazili Theolo Voan .
Karuaites in the Fatimid Age. Leiden 2006. 3

10

wng  the

i See Rukn al-Din b. al-Malahimi al-Khwérazmi: Kitib al-Mu‘tumad fi usial
al-din. The extant parts edited and introduced by Wilferd Madelung and M: j't'l
McDermotl.. London 1991. Meanwhile, further fragments of the wo%k have l‘)‘;;”
discovered in Yemen, and Wilferd Madelung is currentl aring .
expanded edition of the work. Ay ¢ el At

1l
The work has been edited by Wilferd Madel i
. : . ung and M j
and is currently in print (Beirut: Dar al-Mashriq) o e

12 v
“ An edition of the text is currentl i a
‘ y being prepared by Has: sart
Wilferd Madelung and Sabine Schmidtke, 7 ¥

13 - :

s I;or t[}:c Bahshami doctrine of ahwal, see Richard M. Frank: Beings and
heir Attributes. The Teachings of the Basrian School of the Yuzila i

Classical Period. Albany 1978, e Rt o

to essential attributes entailed by His attribute of essence. With
regard to living beings, Abu I-Husayn al-Basr rejected the
Bahshami notion of accidents (arad) being entitative determinants
(ma‘ani) that inhere in bodies and produce their qualities. For him,
accidents are mere attributes (sifat), changing characteristics
(ahkam) or states (ahwal) of the body. His denial of the reality of
accidents induced Abu l-Husayn al-Basri to develop an alternative
proof for the existence of God; the traditional kalam proof started
out from the temporality of accidents to prove the temporality of
bodies (“proof by entitative determinants,” tarigat al-ma‘ant). Abu
I-Husayn dispensed with this argumentation and developed his
own proof for the temporality of bodies that came to be known as
“proof by way of states” (tarigat al-ahwal)."* 1t was evidently this
doctrinal innovation that brought him into conflict with his fellow
students and later adherents of the Bahshamiyya." Abu I-Husayn
al-Basri moreover maintained that the existence (wujud) of a thing
was identical with its essence (dhat). For the Bahshamis, existence
was a state of an essence that was brought about by an agent
(fail), while essences and attributes as such were stable (thabit)
and unchangeable in their state of non-existence. With respect to
the divine attribute of will, Abu I-Husayn al-Basri reduced His
being willing to His motive (da‘i) based on His knowledge, and he
abstained from judgment whether the divine attributes of sceing
and hearing were identical with His being knowing or not. Abu
Hashim and his followers had defined God’s will as a temporal
attribute that does not inhere in a substrate (/a fi mahall) and had
considered God’s being hearing and seeing as attributes different
from His being knowing. Abu I-Husayn al-Basri further
maintained that God has power over the very acts of man, not only
over the same kind (jins) of acts as was maintained by the

4 Gee Wilferd Madelung: “Abu I-Husayn al-Basi1’s proof for the existence
of God.” in Arabic Theology. Arabic Philosophy. for the Many to the One.
Essays in Celebration of Richard M. Frank. Ed. James Montgomery. Leuven
2006, pp. 273-280.

'S This is evident from a polemical refutation of Abu I-Husayn al-Basri’s
proof for the existence of God by the Karaite Yusuf al-Basir. For an edition,
translation and analysis of this text, see Madelung and Schmidtke: Rational
Theology in Interfaith Communication.
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sludcnt,’ al-Sl}arIf' al-Murtada (d. 436/1044) did not share his
teacher’s preference for the Baghdadis. As a student of ‘Abd al‘—

Jabbar b. Ahmad al-Hamadhani (d. 415/1025), qgadi al-qudat of

Rayy and head of the Mu‘tazili school of Aba Hashim al-Jubba’i
(d. »321/933), the Bahshamiyya, of his time ai-Murlwd"u "l l
partlgularly influenced by the teachings of lhc’ Bahshan;I;d5 vTvldT
doctrines of the Bahshamiyya remained prevalcni amolriY lm*
Twelver Shﬁs of the following generations, as was the c: B ‘1“'
example with al-Murtada’s disciple, Shaykh al—Té’it‘ Ab'dhc” .
al-Taist (d. 459/1067).° g s
Wl[fl al_-Murladé, the boundary line between Mu‘tazili theoloo

?“d Imami doctrine reached its final shape. Exempt frolm M : OEX
mf{uefmcc were those fundamental doctrines where the ? Id‘“'l;
Imgm:_ dogma proved incompatible with Mu‘tazili views \%'C'mjd*
bCllel'n the imamate as the very foundation of faith and th e " '“L
of behc;f. Defining iman as knowledge or assent andL ““li)(?“
con(fess_l(_)n to the exclusion of works, Twelver Shi‘is rc'ccl\‘/ir ld’l
Mu t_alel notion of mutual cancellation of reward an;i lJJ 1 ‘;( -
(z_hba;), gnd they denied that the grave sinner (/éis'i(p) ?L\ldn'le'nt
mtermcdlary position between the believer and the u‘nt{‘l']*o “S "

manzila bayn al-manzilatayn) and is subject to eternal " ]'L'\l/u (‘"/‘

Moreover, they affirmed the intercession (shafa‘a) 0{\1’{??';{”““£

anq t}_1e Imams for the grave sinner of their commL:L't “)PThCE

Imaml'mutakallimtin were also careful to dissociat r;\'.Y» .

Mu.‘ta.zﬂa by explicitly negating any doct;i;al sl
claiming ‘Ali b. Abi Talib and, at times, Ja‘far a]-S
true founders of their dogma.’ ’ ok

dependence,
adiq to be the

5 . "
o His most extensive theological works are his Kitab al-Dhak
A/z;ut;nlzdl(dcd.. /\_hmufj aI-HEJsaym. Qum, l4]]/[]9‘)0-9|]) and his Kitab al

akhkhas  fi usul al-din (ed. Muhammad Ridi Ansiri Q st Tohran
1381/[2002]). On the Kitdb al-Dhakhira, see also Sabine Sch 'u(;m?-, gy
Arab. 111 — A copy of al-Sharif al-Murtada’s Kitah o
472/1079-80 in the Firkovitch-Collection, St. Petersb
20 ii (1382/2003) 68-84. .

6 1c 3 1 ot . oy
" <}j\];dm§lhtrv|;:],?:lt‘lrr\]/t[‘l‘}al[(u-m v;/(;rks are Kitab Tamhid al-usil fi ilm al-kalam
- Abd al-Muhsin Mishkat al-Dini. Tehran 13 C P > Kita
lqtisad fima yata‘allagu bi-l-itigad (Qum ]408? e e

hira fi ilm al-

al-Dhakhira completed in
urg.” [Persian] in Ma ‘arif

7
Naiafie;, :.;,;‘.zal-Muﬁd: ul—Fu.)'L?l_ al-mukhtara min al-uyian wa-l-mahasin
jat n.d., vol. 2, pp. T19ff; al-Sharif al-Murtada, al-4mali, Beirut 1967, vol. Il
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Towards the end of the 6"/12" century, the teachings of Abu I-
Husayn al-Basri (d. 436/1044) began to influence the theological
thought of the Twelver Shi‘is. Abu |-Husayn al-Basri, who grew
up as a Hanafl in law and a Mu‘tazili in doctrine, initially came to
Baghdad to be trained as a physician which involved him in the
study of philosophy; he is known to have studied Aristotelian
physics with the Christian Abi ‘Ali b. al-Samh (d. 418/1027), a
disciple of Yahya b. ‘Adi.* He then went to Rayy where he
attached himself to ‘Abd al-Jabbar to study kalam and legal
methodology (usil al-figh), and he is known to have questioned
and criticized his teacher in his lectures. While he was basically
ostracized by the other students and later followers of ‘Abd al-
Jabbar, and his views and writings in kalam were generally
ignored by later Bahshami authors, he eventually came to be
recognized as the founder of the last innovative school of Mu‘tazili
thought. None of his kalam works have survived with the
exception of three extensive fragments of his Tasaffuh al-adilla
that have been found in the Abraham Firkovitch Collection of
Geniza material in St. Petersburg and deal primarily with
questions concerning the divine attributes of knowledge and

p. 148; the translator’s preface to Sabine Schmidtke: Andishe-ha-ve kalami-ve
‘Allama Hilli. Transl. Ahmad Nama’i. Mashhad: Islamic Research Foundation
Astan Quds Razavi, 1999. See also Madelung;: “Imamism,” pp. 18 n. 2,22 n. 1,
24: Asma Afsaruddin: Excellence and Precedence. Medieval Islamic Discourse
on Legitimate Leadership, Leiden 2002, p. 142, — As was the case with their
Sunni counterparts, Imami mutakallimun were constantly rivalled by Imami
traditionalists who rejected all forms of kalam in principle, insisting instead on
the necessity to rely exclusively on the hadith of the Prophet and the Imams.
The protagonists of this continuous conflict within Twelver Shi‘ism were
labelled Akhbariyya and Usiliyya, terms that have evidently been employed
since the 6"/12" century. See Madelung: “Imamism,” pp. 20-21.

¥ A manuscript of Abu I-Husayn al-Basri’s redaction of Hunayn’s
translation of Aristotle’s Physics with notes and comments by Ibn al-Samh and
the Nestorian physician and philosopher Abu I-Faraj b. al-Tayyib, completed in
395/1004, is extant. See E. Giannakis: “The Structure of Abu I-Husayn al-
Basri’s Copy of Aristotle’s Physics,” in Zeitschrift fiir Geschichte der Arabisch-
Islamischen Wissenschaften 8 (1993), pp. 252-258. See also Generally on Abu
I-Husayn al-Basti, Mastd Jalali Mugaddam: “Abu I-Husayn al-Basri,” in
Dd’irat-i. ma‘arif-i buzurg-i islami 1-. Ed. Kazim Masawi Bujnurdi, Tehran
1374/1996-, vol. 5, pp. 367-70; Wilferd Madelung: “Abu I-Husayn al-Basi1," in
The Encyclopaedia of Islam. Third Edition, vol. 1 (forthcoming).



INTRODUCTION'

The reception of Mu‘tazili thought within Imami Shi‘ism” began in
the second half of the 3"/9" century with the Banii Nawbakht,
particularly Aba Sahl Isma‘l b. ‘All al-Nawbakht1 (d. 311/924)
and Abii Muhammad al-Hasan b. Msa al-Nawbakhti (d. between
300/912 and 316/922), the author of a book on Shi1 sects, Firag
al-Shita.® Since none of their theological writings are preserved,
their teachings can only be gleaned from the writings of later
Twelver Shis. The first Imami scholar under Mu‘tazili influence
whose works are partially extant is Shaykh al-Mufid (d.
413/1022). He departed from the traditionalist theological views of
his teacher Aba Ja‘far Ibn Babawayh (d. 381/991) and adopted
most of the doctrines of Abu I-Qasim al-Ka‘b1 al-Balkhi (d.
319/931), the founder of the school of Baghdad." Al-Mufid’s

| We take the opportunity to thank Wilferd Madelung who read the
introduction and the edition and made helpful suggestions.

2 Gee Wilferd Madelung: “Imamism and Mu‘tazilite Theology,” in Shitisme
imamite. Ed. T. Fahd. Paris 1970, pp. 13-29 [repr. in W. Madelung: Religious
Schools and Sects in Medieval Islam. London 1985, no. VII].

3 Cf. ‘Abbas Iqbal: Khandan-i Nawbakhti. Tehran 1311; J.L. Kraemer: “al-
Nawbakhti, al-Hasan b. Misa,” in The Encvelopaedia of Islam. New Edition,
vol. 7, p. 1044; Hasan Ansar: “Abi Sahl Nawbakhti,” in Dd&’irat-i ma‘arif-i
buzurg-i islami 1-. Ed. Kazim Musawi Bujnurdi, Tehran 1374/1996-, vol. 5, pp.
579-83; see also Madelung: “Imamism,” pp. 14-16.

“ For his theological views, see Martin J. McDermott: The Theology of al-
Shaikh al-Mufid (d. 413/1022). Beirut 1978; Paul Sander: Zwischen Charisma
und Ratio. Entwicklungen in der frihen imamitischen Theologie. Berlin 1994.
Most of his extant theological writings are included in Musannafat al-Shaykh
al-Mufid Abi Abd Allah Muhammad b. Muhammad b. al-Nu‘man b. al-Mu‘allim
al-Ukbari al-Baghdadi 1-13. Qum 1413/[1993].
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