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(1) Richard Walzer, ‘Early Islamic Philosophers’, in The Cambridge History of Late
Greek and Early Medieval Philosophy, ed. A. H. Armstrong (Cambridge University
Press, 1970), p. 648.

(2) W. L. Craig, The Kalam Cosmological Argument, p. 17 and references therein.
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In fact, Al-Nazzam’s notion of leap, his designation of unanalyzable interphenomenon,
may be regarded as an early forerunner of Bohr’s conception of quantum jumps.
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it is not fire which causes the cotton to burn, rather, it is God who makes the cotton to
burn and if God does not want, the fire will not burn the cotton (Al-Ghazali 1997).
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The cosmological principle, according to which the universe is homogeneous and
isotropic on large scales, is sufficient to insure that a Newtonian universe cannot be
static, but must be either expanding or contracting. A philosophical predisposition in
western societies towards an unchanging, regular cosmos apparently prevented
scientists from drawing this conclusion until it was forced upon them by 20th century
observations.
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