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The legal Nature of the Nuclear Operators’ Civil Liability
for the Damage Caused by A Nuclear Accident:

A Comparative Study Between the UAE Laws and IAEA

Ala’a Wasfi Al-Mistarehi

College of Law - Jadara University
Irbid - Jordan

Abstract:

In view of the extent of serious implications caused by the nuclear accident
damage, and the negative implications of such damage that might reach a
tragic point, this search paper investigates the legal nature of the nuclear
operators’ civil liability for the damage caused by the nuclear accident.

Determining the nature of such legal liability requires research and
analysis of the legal provisions of the Civil Liability for nuclear operator
and comparison with the general civil liability legal provisions.

The present study addresses the subject within the scope of “the UAE Civil
Law No. 22 0of 2004”, “the UAE Civil Transactions law No. 5 for the year
1985, “the federal Emirati law No. (4) for the year 2012 of the nuclear civil
Liability”, and the Vienna Convention. The paper will determine whether
the nuclear operator’s civil liability is an objective (absolute) liability, or
it is linked to the existence of a fault caused by the operator, and how
important is the element of “direct damage” and to “damage by cause” for
the legal liability to take place against the nuclear operator.

Keywords: nuclear civil liability, the nuclear operator, nuclear accident,
nuclear damage, the principle of the nuclear operator’s exclusive civil
liability, vienna convention
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