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[ have heard
He gives no horse for poets' words.
His gift will speak his nature true:
Moo.
James Marino, 1996
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I have heard
He changes no chargers for verse
But tenders in terms he holds dear,
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A cow

Edwin Gentzler, 1994

»

Cinan

¢ ondl Jlie s p0hy Y adl

el b saliel) g sl Jasd

[58

VRS i Cugd)

A e il gn e () sen siall a2y de gl Gl il o2 S

Plaly Lol 05058 Cun) 5l 5 alalial 358 ol 3 Ley (3l
S ks i Baa (5 Al ) ASE Jlie ey A8 Cau
Jias (4860 o Yoy calliteration ¢ Dlgy! liall () geriiiy

o slate o A gy 8 Gl ojall i 37y 1 PGB el 1]3
co il Gy Wl il e
96



quﬂlx_;Lua.\u]\?@A;J}s_nallul Ceasiall e¥ 58 JS G i o A e
ol alal o sgially Jaii sy Lin f 4y 5apadl o) 55 dsiaal
D s am gt o8 a1 BT 13 o o o Bl
Giob e daim L Jras o L Jglad Slea il 228
s e Aliaie A5 gall 50l 3 el sl s e il 5 il seal
Lad Apad Y sanadll oY) g il p DISH Jaé gasl

ALY el e o gl s AT cllngl i o Ll (S
b 330ail (1 il paga s (o Cum Al Y sl
Blad (Jhall Jaw o cladd pull o3 Jia .ﬂy o Kass AA:.);M
i malay iy Jee Wiy b Juilly Gua WS M imericks & dg_);\:gm
el S5 Gles e JU8) um V487 a8 Warwick iy
S5 e )5 A sS Leailins  cnadl) gl " 5 L3
A alS el ay Juilly Logia an st plE Cus ¢ 1Y) g pall (adaial
asi 5 Gl Y 5L el el s cpe dnd sl 5 R Y) i
al saa¥) e catalectic plaia Lpalt dlmdyy gitall JUEH G Y O
O b oy e cllas e ) Al dan ) By - g i
Aptae s ailats gl (s day)

Roses are red,
My boss is chcap
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fe Al pal
Co n-acci Fergus in carpat secha 4 in n-
éenfer and. Tintaf Fergus do debuid fri Coin
Culaind.

“Olc dait, aSiriti,” ol sé “mo diguin. Is

garit mo lorg latt,” ol sé.
“Néba lond frim/ (a popa) Fergus”
ol Cu Chulaind

I “fri baga benai / (fr1)

naimtiu
ascada cen claideb / fa allud
(is hé) torordid ar Ulad / aigid
sced slechtfa / ailu
tairbirt fo mam / Etarcomal
tallaig dimrén / esblithaib

(in) neoch nam accae ar / bail
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uallchas fo chemdib / fialum
forsaid ligu / fortchi

for charpat cotlud na /
longud

ni sdm lam / balcbrain

na fer aithber form (a
popa) Fergus.”

Talléci inna $léchtain co ndechaid carpat

Fergusa taris co fo thri.
“Tarfaig dfa araid in mé fédrdar.”
“Natha écin,” ar a ara-som.
Asrubairt,” ol Ci Chulaind, “nf regad co
rrucad mo chend-sa né co fircbad-som dano a

chend lem-sa. Cia de bad assu lat-su, a popa
Fergus?” or Cd Chulaind.

“Is assu ém lem-sa a ndorénad,” ar
Fergus. “Uair iss ésecom ropo tallach.”

Atnaig Fergus farom id n-crchomail tria
a di pherid 4 berthi i ndead a charpait fadessin
don dinud. In tan no théiged lar carrce, no

scarad a leth 6 alailiu. In tan ba réid, conrictis.

Danécai Medb.
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“Ni boid ind imbert moithchuliéin sin, a
Fergus,” ol Medb.

“Ni tocrad dam dano in t-athechmatud,”
ol Fergus, “glicid frisin coin méir nad n-

argarad.”
1Ay jalad) daa i
Fergus saw Etarcomal’s chariot go past

him then with only one man in it. Fergus

turned to fight with Cii Chulainn.

“It was bad of you 1o dishonour me, you

sprite,” he said. “You think my club is short.”
Cid Chulainn said,
“Don’t rage at me
father Fergus
for boasts
you strike enemies
stealing gifts
without sword work
a raid rushed
through Ulster
and [ will hew down
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fosterings

I brought Etarcomal

under the yoke
the haughty one pays me

with death’s flowers
he watched me

win here
pride shielded me

against those fey
used to lying on

chariot cushions
neither sleeping

nor eating
the mighty raven’s hand

is not peaceful
don’t blame me

father Fergus.”

He fell on his face and Fergus’s chariot

drove across him three times.




“Ask his charioteer whether | caused it.”
“Not at all,” said Etarcomal’s charioteer.

“He said he would not go until he carried
off my own head or until he left his head with
me. Which of the two would you take, father
Fergus?” Asked Cu Chulainn.

“lI would take what happened,” Fergus

said, “for he was arrogant.”

Fergus stuck a cattle-band through
Etarcomal’s shanks and dragged the body
toward camp behind his own chariot. When hc
went over rocks, the halves separated. When it

was flat, they came back together again.

Medb saw that. “Fergus, that puppy’s

play is no joke,” she said.

“In my opinion the mongrel shouldn’t
have challenged the great hound whom he

couldn’t match,” Fergus answered.
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Gaibid Fergus a suidiu a gaisced q
imasai isin chath 4 glanais berna cét isin
chath cona chlaideb ina dib lamuib. Gabais
medb farom a gaisced 4 forfébair isin chath 4
maidter rempi fo thri conad ed rosoi in cial gai

fora ciilu.

"Ni fetar”, ol Conchobar fria muintir
batar imme, "cia resa maid in cath frind awiaid.
Geibid-si sunn in cath didiu co ndechar-sa fora

chind.”
"Gébma-ne farom i mbale i tdm", ar na
héca, "acht mani maidi in talam found nd an

nem antias foraind, nicon memsam-ne de

sund.”
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After that Fergus took his weapons and
he turned to the battle and with his sword in
his two hands he cleared a gap big enough for
a hundred through the battalion. Then medb
took her weapons and rushed into the battle
and they broke before her three times, until a

bunch of spears tummed her back.

"I do not know", said Conchobor to his
warband who were with him, "who has broken
our lines on the left flank. You hold the battle

line here and I will go against him."

"We will hold the place where we
stand”, said the young men, "and, unless the
carth break beneath us or the heavens upon us,

we will not move from here."
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. is and sin doreblaing ind crr gascid
ina chathcharpat serda cona $erraib iamaidib,
cona faebraib tanaidib, cona baccinaib § cona
birchriadib, cona thairbirib niath, cona nglés
aursolcdi, cona thairngib gaithe bitis ar fertsib
q fallaib - fithisib 4 folomnaib don charpat
sin. Is amalaid boi in carpat sin cona cherit
chréestana  chréestirim  chlesaird  colgdirig
caurata ara taillfitis ocht n-airm n-ind flatha co
ldas faindle né gaithe né chliabaig dar rée
maige. Ro suidiged in carpat sin for dd n-
echaib diana dremna ddsachtacha cendbeca
cruindbeca  corrbeca  biruich  bascind

bruinnederg sesta suachinte sogabilta ...
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... then the brave chariot-fighter lept into
his sickled battle-chariot with its iron sickles,
with its slicing edges, with its hooks, and with
its hard-pointed places, with its heroic spikes,
with its weapons opened, with its flying nails
that were on the shafts and straps and loops
and cords of that chariot. Here is how that
chariot was: its frame open and thin, open and
firm, high enough for feats, sword-straight,
heroic so that the head-heroe's eight weapons
would fit in it, yct with the speed of a swallow
or wind or wild boar across the level plain.
That chariot was set on two swiflt, frantic,
furious horses, small-headed, small and round-
bodied, small-muzzled, pointy-eared, wide-
hooled, red-chested, steady, sure, well-

harnessed ...
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"Tédnic buiden aile ann didiu isin telaig a

Slemain Midi," or Mac Roth,
"7 siat adléechda imtholtonach.

Ocliech odarda mér lecanfota ina

harinach.
Folt donn craebach fair.
Brat derg fo lof chain imbi.

Léne dergscoigthi.

[ 35 e Siad @él}h}c)“!\ olo ke wia gl s steichoscopy Y121
il 3380 fA8 55 o
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Claideb  dercscoigthi co n-imdurnn

findarcaid fora chiiu.
Sciath derg fair,

Manais leathanglas for ddal altchain

uindsenn ina liim."...

"Tanic buiden aile and didiu isin telaich i
Slemain Midi," or Mac Roth.

"Is aidbliu tricha cét a faircsi.
Ldech uchtget rochéem ina hairinach,

Cosmail fri hAilill ucut itir mét 9 maisi

7 dechelt 4 errad.
Mind 6ir hiasa mullach.
Brat dergscoigthi imbi hi forcibal.
Bretnas 6ir isin brot for bruindib.
Léne co ndergindliud i custul imbi.
Sciath bémnech co n-imlib 6ir fair.
Tuiri rigthaigi ina laim.

Claideb oirduim iama formna."
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“Then another company came onto the
hill at Slemain Midi," Mac Roth said,

“they were very warriorlike and eager.

A all, swallow, long-checked young

man leading them,
With brown, bushy hair.
A red cloak of hair fleece around him.
An outstanding shirt.

A gold brooch in the cloak at his

shoulder.

An outstanding sword with fair silver

hilt at his left side.
A red shield on him.

A broad grey stabbing-spear on a fair

Jjointed coil of ash in his hand."...
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“Then another company came onto the

hill at Slemain Midi,"” Mac Roth said.

“They looked to be more than three

thousand.

A bright-breasted, very fair warrior

leading them,

Similar to Ailill over there in size and

good looks and dress and gear.
A gold crown on his head.

An outstanding cloak around him in

pleats.

A gold British brooch in the cloak over

his chest.

A shirt with red interweaving wrapped

tightly around him.

A striking shield with gold edges on

him.
A king's house-pillar in his hand.

A gold-hilted sword across his back.”
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Canaid a chéle ferdord dé, contuli friss
co n-accae nach crecht and ropo glan. Is and

asbert Lug:
1. Eli Loga inso sis

"Atrai, a meic mér Ulad
fot Slancréchtaib curetha
fri naimtiu fer melldarath
moradaig todonathar
dia ferragaib sligethar
sliaig immenard nerethar
fortacht a sid séerfudut

issin mruig ar conathaib
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col anmuim arfucherthar
féchiallathar éengillae
arclith ar baaib béifedae
slig delb silsa riut.

Ni fil leé do nertSdegul

fer do baraind bruthaigte
co niurt for do lochtnamtib
cing it charput comglinni

is iar sin atrai."”
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His companion sang a manly chant to
him. He fell aslecp to it and Lug saw that
every wound on him was healed. Then Lug

said:

.t. The Efe Loga, The Incantation of Lug,

here below.
Rise up, great son of Ulster
Cast off your healed wounds
a man, sweet stranger, against foes
in the long night comes consolation
from his manly choices hewing
hosts around the height
aid from the sid will free you
in farmed field, at the dog's fords
with your steadfastness vanquishing
a single lad is on guard
he defends cattle, his true lord

strike a shape, I will strike before you
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none of them has your life's strength
pour your furious anger

forcefully over your flawed foes
step into your steady chariot

after this, rise up.(H )
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"Is tridag ani nar ta de,
'nar ndaltdnaib Scithaiche,
missi créchtach ba chri rdad,

tussu gan charptiu d'imldad.

Is triag anf nar ta de,
‘nar ndaltanaib Scithaiche,
missi créchtach ba chri garb,

q tussu ulimarb.

Is trdag ani nar td de,
‘nar ndaltinaib Scéthaige,
tussu d'éc, missi beo brass

1s gled ferge in ferachas.”
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"wreched what has happened
to us, Scathach's fosterlings:
I wounded, red and gory

you unable to drive away.

wreched what has happened
to us, Scathach's fosterlings:
I wounded, sorc and gory

you stone dead.

wreched what has happened
to us, Scathach's fosterlings:
you dead, I alive and gloating.

. Yo,
Manhood is a war of wrath .
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elaf ) da gyl

b o2l g hakid 5 s Loigag 5 (S g il g das i o
& L 45 20 = the [Second] Battle of Mag Tuired =] Cath Maige Tuired
anl) da gl Aea g 5 o 2oLl Yish e o O (4t 4y
:) Fomoiri Gopeal Z\.EJaJ(‘)Dagda Jaald dogal Ciua 5 dnladll g
gl pal
Foides ierum Lug an Dagdae de tascelad
forsna Fomhorib 4 dia fuirech go tiostais fir

Erenn den cath.

Luid iarum an Dagdae go loggfort na
Fomore 4 cunges cairde cathai forrai. Dobreth
do amail conanoich. Degnither lite do lasna
Fomori, 4 ba dia cudbud on, oir ba mor serc
liten lasium. Nos-lintar core coecduirn an roig
déu, a ndechotar cetri ficet sesrai do lemlacht
4 a cubat cétnai de men q Dbeoil. Doberthar
gabair q coerig 7 mucau indtie, 7 nos-
combruithiter lei. Nos-dortiter a nderc talman
dou, 7 atbert [Indech] fris no imberthau fair
bas mono tomledh ule, ardaig na berad ecnach

Fomore co rocaithed a said.
Gabois iersin a leig 4 ba himaircithe

go tallfad lanomain ina lige foro laur na leghi.
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IT e edidiu m[irJionn flordurauhotar inde,

lethau tindei 4 cethromthu bloinge.

IS ann adbert in Dagdae: “Fo bioath
indso ma rosaigh a broth an rosaig a blas”.
Antan immorro noberid an leg laun ina beolu,
is adn adbered: “Nis-collet a micuime”, ol in

sruith.

Dobeir-sium immorro a mer cromm tar
domain an dercu foderid itir ur 4 grioan.
Dolluid cotlud foair ierum ar caitem a liten. Ba
mediter scabol tige a bolc fair, gon tibsid im

sodain na Fomore.

Luid uaidib ierum co Trachta Ebae.
Niruho hcrosai tra den laech imdecht lie mét a
bronn. Ba drochruid a congraim. Cochline go
bac a di ullend. Inor aodhar imbe go foph a
tonai. Is ed deno uchtlebar penntol. Da broicc
imbe di croicinn capoild q a find sechtoir.
Gabol gicca rothach feidm ochtair ina diaid, go
mba l6r do clod coicrice a slicht "nadegaidh,

gonad dei dogaror Slicht Loirge an Dagdai.

) (Stokes 1891:84-86 _ulud lc)



Revie  «oppadl Uy 8 A H 46l bl jall GMlas (s2a) S
p— odle s WS (el S g Al g i ofLIH dsollf Celtique
23l AL das S Aedadll a0 38
1dg jalad) dad 5
Then Lugh sent the Dagdae to spy out

the Fomorians and to dclay them until the men

of Ireland should come 1o the battle.

So the Dagdae went to the camp of the
Fomorians and asked them for a truce of
battle. This was granted to him as he asked.
Porridge is (then) made for him by the
Fomorians, and this was (done) to mock him,
for great was his love for porridge. They fill
for him the king's caldron, five fists deep, into
which went fourscore gallons of new milk and
the like quantity of meal and fat. Goats and
sheep and swine are put into it, and they are
(all) boiled together with porridge. They are
spilt for him into a hole in the ground, and
(Indech) told him that he would be put to death
unless he consumed it all; he should cat his fill
so that he might not reproach the Fomorians

(with inhospitality).
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Then the Dagdae took his ladle, and it
was big enough for a man and woman to lie on
the middle of it. These then are the bits that
were in it, halves of salted swine and a quarter
of lard.

Then said the dagdae: "Good food this, if
it's broth attains what its tastc attains. "But
when he used to put the ladle full into his
mouth, then he would say: "Its ... do not spoil

it," says the old man.

Then at the end he puts his curved finger
over the bottom of the hole among mould and
gravel. Sleep came upon him then after eating
his porridge. Bigger than a house-caldron was

his belly. So that the Fomorians laughed at it.

Then he went away from them to the
strand of Eba. Not easy was it for the hero to
move along owing to the bigness of his belly.
Unseemly was his apparel. A cape to the
hollow of his two elbows. A dun tunic around
him, as far as the swelling of his rump. It is,
moreover, long-breasted, with a hole in the
peak. Two brogues on him of horse-hide, with

the hair outside. A wheeled ... fork (to carry)
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which required the effort of cight men, behind
him so that its track after him was enough for
the boundary-ditch of a province. Wherefore it
is called The Track of the Dagdae's Club.

(Stokes 1891:85-87)'%
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Then Lugh sent the Dagda to spy out the

Fomor, and to delay them till such time as the

men of Ireland would come to the battle.

So the Dagda went to their camp, and he
asked them for a delay, and they said he might
have that. And then to make sport of him, the
Fomor made broth for him, for he had a great
love for broth. So they filled the Kking's
cauldron with four times twenty gallons of
new milk, and the same of meal and fat, and
they put in goats and sheep and pigs along
with that, and boiled all together, and then they
poured it all out into a great hole in the
ground. And they called him to it then, and
told him he should eat his fill, the way the
Fomor would not be reproached for want of
hospitality the way bres was. "We will make
an end of you if you leave any part of it after

you," said Indech, son of De Domnann.

So the Dagda tcok the ladle, and it big
enough for a man and a woman to lic in the
bowl of it, and he took out bits with it, the half

of a salted pig, and a quarter of lard a bit
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would be. "If the broth tastes as well as the bits
laste, this is good food," he said. And he went
on putting the full of the ladle into his mouth
till the hole was empty; and when all was gone
he put down his hand and scraped up all that

was left among the earth and the gravel.

Sleep came on him then after eating the
broth, and the Fomor were laughing at him, for
his belly was the size of the cauldron of a great
house. But he rose up after a while, and, heavy
as he was, he made his way home; and indced
his dress was no way sightly, a cape to the
hollow of the elbows, and a brown coat, long
in the breast and short behind, and on his feet
brogues of horse hide, with the hair outside,
and in his hand a wheeled fork it would take
eight men to carry, so that the track he left
after him was deep enough for the boundary
ditch of a province. And on his way he saw the
Battle-Crow, the Morrigu, washing herself in
the river Unius of Connacht, and one of her
two feet at Ullad Echne, to the south of the
walter, and the other at loscuinn, to the north of

the water, and her hair hanging in nine
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loosened locks. And she said to the Dagda,
that she would bring the heart's blood of
Indech, son of De Domnann, that had

threatened him, to the men of Ireland.

(Gregory 1904:61)
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Boi tegdus den Dagdac a nGlionn Etin
antuaith. Bai dno bandal forsin Dagdae dia
bliadnae imon samain an catha oc Glind
Edind. Gongair an Unius la Connachtta frioa
andes. Conaca an mnai a n-Unnes a Corand,
og nige, indama cos di fri Allod Echae .i.
Echumech, fri husci andes, alole fri
Loscondoib, fri husce antuaith. Noi trillsi
taitbechtai fora ciond. Agoillis an Dagdae hi q
dogniad oentaith. Lige ina Lanomhnou a ainm
an baile osin. IS hi an Morrigan an uhen sin
isberur sunn.

ITbert si  jarum frisin Dagdae
deraghdis an Fomore a tir .i. a Maug Scene, 1
aragarudh an Dagdae oes danu Erionn
arocendi for Adh Unsen, 7 noragad si hi
Scetne do admillid [rig] na Fomore .i. Indech
mac Dei Do[m]ann a ainm, 9 douhéradh si crd
a cride q airned a gailie uad. Dobert-si didiu a
di bois den cru sin deno sluagaib batar oconn
indaidhe for Adh Unsen. Bai Ath Admillte

iarum a ainm ond admillid sin an riog.



THIRE I

The Dagda had a house in Glenn Etin in
the north. Now the Dagdac had to meetl a
woman in Glenn Etin on that day year about
the Allhallowtide of the battle. The (river)
Unius in Connaught roars to the south of it. He
beheld the woman in Unius in Corann,
washing (hersclf), with one of her two feet at
Allod Echae (i.c. Echumech), to the south of
the water, and the other at Loscuinn, to the
north of the water. Nine loosened tresses were
in her head. The Dagdae conversed with her,
and they make a union. "The Bed of the
Couple” is the name of the stead
thenceforward. The woman that is here

mentioned is the Morrigan (Lamia).

Then she told the Dagdae that the
Fomorians would land at Magh scene, and that
he should summon (?) Erin's men of art to
mect her at the Ford of Uinius, and that she
would go into scetne to destroy Indech son of
De Donann, the king of the Fomorians, and
would deprive him of the blood of his heart

and the kidncys of his valour. Now she
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[afterwards] gave her iwo handfuls of that
blood to the hosts that were waiting at the Ford
of Uinius. "Ford of Destrucion" became its

name, because of that destruction of the king.

(Stokes 1891:82-85; parentheses and

brackets are those of Stokes)
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Ro-caala
ni tabair eochu ar diana;
do-beir a n-i as dithaig do,
bo.
IRINEEY
I have heard
that he gives no steeds for poems;
he gives what is native to him,
acow.
(Ed. and trans. Murphy 1956:90-91)(")
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o © JBa (8 Lna I Al A i (5 Al Clygma gt (5 aus
COSE ey A5 s Doy s S w Oy desld Sadll il
el yiaic Jsnd o lia Jad o LS dals dids daicl g dan il
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sl il pai (o)
“Isim égen w4,” ol Ter Baeth.
“Darindgult do Meidb”.

“Doselba do chotach didiu,” ol Cu

Chulaind.

Luid Cd Chulaind fo luinni Gad.
Formessa sleig culind isin glind hi coiss Con
Culaind co tdargab oca glin sias a cend.
Dasrenga ass.

“Ni téig, a Fir Baith, co n-aicther in
frithi fondar-sa.”

“Tochrae dait,” ar Fer Béeth.

Focheird Cu Chulaind in sleig n-iarom

i ndegaid Fir Baith co n-érrmadair ath a di



chilad co ndeochaid for a bedlo sair co

torchair tara aiss issa nglend.
“Focherd sin ém!” or Fer Béeth.
Is de atd Focherd Murthemne.
) Aaa 5
"I must fight,” said Fer Béeth. "I have
promised to do so."

"Renounce your bond of friendship

then," said Cu Chulainn.

Cu Chulainn went away from him in
anger. He trampled a sharp shoot of holly into
his foot and it came up to his knee and

appeared there. Cu Chulainn pulled it out.

"Do not go away, Fer Béeth, until you

see what I have found."
"Throw it here," said Fer Bieth.

Then Cu Chulainn threw the holly shoot
after Fer Bdeth and it struck the depression at
the back of his neck and went out through his

mouth, and he fell on his back in the glen.

"That is indeed a throw,"” said Fer Baeth.
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From this comes the place-name Focherd

Muirthemne.
(Ed. and trans. O'Rahilly 1976:11. 1774-84)
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The Story of Mac Datho’s Pig (& 38 diliea (ye dndad yoals
U}JJLA.\_xGA.A;)J@MLSﬂLJJLM\” AlSm[jJ/JJLa_)JJAM]
Al ol (7)
Ro-lécus-sa gaf n-aill cucut-su co-
ndechaid tret S$liasait ocus tre huachter do
macraille. Atai co ngalur fail 6nd dair-sin,
nicon-rucad mac na ingen duit.
14 jula) dan 5
Literally: "I let loose another spear on
you so it went through your thigh and through
the upper part of your testicle. You have had a
sickness of [urine/pee] from that time, and

neither son nor daughter has been bom to

you."

(My translation from Thurneysen
1935:section 13)
e daa
Guals sl i) elde calkd :Ua s
e a5 luad e s glall ¢ jall 5 Adad
urine/pee [ _)—'\i I g &o _,i] Jsl é.f:;/d sl
A Y o é.ﬂal_,;?], copall ety i
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triastad a chéli.
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Literally: ‘The host broke out of the
doors then and they did a good round of
drinking in the middle of the yard, that is each

one striking the other.'

(My translation from Thurneysen 1935:

section 18)
1Ay e dad
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Literally: ""The night will be bad", said

Conchobor.'
1Ay £ dad fi

088558 JB L G sSaw S L
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tgail l Qai (4)

Nicon thuair in scolaige aen do-gneth a
fhosaic. Benais fén iarum a chuardnu de, 4
indlais asin aithindlat Gt. Mescais a chuardnu
and iarum. Tdcbais a théig libair for a luirg
isin fraigid, q tecbaid a chuardnu 4 teclumaid
a lamu laiss isin sétigi 5 imnaicis imma
chossa. Acht chena ba liridir fri gainem mara
no fri drithlenna tened noé fri dricht i mmatain
chétamain né fri renna nime mila q dergnatta
ic guilbniugud a choss, conda gaib emaltius.

(Jackson 1990:11. 128-35)

i) Aan 3

The scholar found no one who would
wash his feet. So he himself took off his shoes
and washed his feet in that bath-tub, in which
he afterwards dipped his shoes. He hung his
book-satchel on the peg in the wall, took up
his shoes, and gathered his hands into the
blanket, which he tucked about his legs. But,
truly, as numerous as the sand of the sea, or
sparks of fire, or dew on a May morning, or
the stars of heaven, were the lice and fleas

nibbling his legs, so that weariness seized him.

(Mcyer 1892: 10-12)
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il pai
Tanic Cu Chulaind cusin mbudin. -
gabaid glés n-immberta a airm forru. Is cumma
no imbred na gai  in sciath 4 in claidebq na
clessa. Comitar lir gainem mara - renna nime
drucht Cétamuin 4 loa snechtai 7 bommand
ega. 7 dulli for fidbaid. 5 budi for Bregmaig. §
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fér fo chossaib grega i 116 samraid a lleithind
a llethchloicne 4 a llethlama. 7 a llocthchossa.
q a cndma derga comscailte iarna n-esrédiud fo
Mag Murthemni. & ropo liathi in magsin dia n-
inchinnib iarsin tress dibergesin 9 imberta arm
dorat Cu Chulaind forru.

(LL 120b.29-38)

] s

Cd Chulainn came to the troop and
began a round of arms-play on them. He
handled his spear and his shield and his sword
and his feats equally well, so that like grains of
sea-sand, stars in heaven, dew-drops on May
day, flakes of snow, hailstones, leaves in a
forest, buttercups in Brega, and grassblades
under the hoofs of a horse-herd on a summer's
day was the number of their halved heads,
their halved skulls, their split hands their split
feet, and their hacked red bones after he
scattered them about Muirtheimne plain. That
plain was gray with their brains after the
Jawless raid and the arms-play Cd Chulainn

made on them.

(Cf. M. Tymoczko 1981: 55-50)
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[l & g3 &b 4S 24/ The Second Battle of Mag Tuired 2
tABlae Lplaty Load Cia )
fs il al Lal

Mad a ndochair and chena de lethdoinib
7 di crandasctib fianlaich, di neoch nad roacht
cridiu cathae - co rohdirmither renda nime, 1
gainem maurae, 7 l6ae snechtae, 9 dricht for
faichthi, 4 bommadn eghae, 5 féur fo cossaib
greghae, q groigh meic Lir la mdurainfini - ni

hairmidterside iter.
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14y ulad) daa

As for the men who fought in pairs and
the spearmen, warriors who did not reach the
heart of the battle who also fell there — until
the stars of heaven can be counted, and the
sands of the sea, and flakes of snow, and dew
on a lawn, and hailstones, and grass beneath
the feet of horses, and the horses of Lir in a sea

storm — they will not be counted at all.

(Ed. And trans. Gray 1982:section 148)
rda e dad
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The Death of Aife’s Only =] Aided Oenfir Aife aaala Jlaiiu Sy
W o sy Gadad oty o Vol S yn o 0¥ i ge = Son
+Oapdadl G G Lend 8 AN Aduall ey Kol g Y
te il l el (V)

Dobeir farom a di ldim im bragaid cach

fir ar dair 4 celebraid dia athair 4 atbail fo

chétéir. Ro lad tra a gdir gubai 4 a fertq a liac

ocus co cent tri trath nicon reilcthea loig dia

mbuaib la hUItu ina diaid.
(Van Hamel 1933:section 13)
14y jalad) daa 3
He put his arms round the neck of each
man in turn, and saluted his father, and then
died. Then a loud lament was uttered for him.
His grave was made and the gravestone set.
For the space of three days and nights no calf

in Ulster was let go to its cow on account of

his death.

(Kinsella 1969: 45)
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gy jalad) Aaa 5 (1)
Then Conaire asked a drink of his

waiters and his cupbearers who were in the

house.

"In the first place there is none," they
said; "all the liquids that had been in the house
have been spilt on the fires." The cupbearers
found no drink for him in the River Dodder,

and the Dodder had flowed through the house.

Then Conaire again asked for a drink. "A
drink to me, O fosterer, O Mac Cecht! Tis
equal to me what death I shall die, for anyhow

I shall perish.” ...

So then Mac Cechet fared forth to seek
the drink, and he took Conaire's son, Le Fri
Flaith, under his armpit, and Conaire's golden
cup, in which an ox with a bacon-pig would be
boiled; and he bore his shield and his two
spears and his sword, and he carried the

cauldron-spit, a spit of iron.

... he went his way till he reached the
well of casair [the sourse of the River Dodder],

which was near him in the district of Cualu;
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but of water he found not therein the full of his
cup, that is Conaire's golden cup which he had
brought in his hand. Before morning he had
gone round the chief rivers of Erin; to wit,
Bush, Boyne, Bann, Barrow, Neim, Luae,
Laigdae, Shannon, Suir, Sligo, Samair, Find,
Ruirthech, Slaney, and in them he found not

the full of his cup of water.

Then before morning he had travelled to
the chief lakes of Erin; to wit, Loch Dreg,
Loch Luimnig, Loch Foyle, Loch Mask, loch
Corrib, Loch laig, Loch Cuan, Loch Neagh,
Morloch, and of water he found not therein the

full of his cup.

He went his way till he reached Uaran
Garad on Mag Ai. It could not hide itself from
him: so he brought thereout the full of his cup,
and the boy fell under his covering. After this
he went on and rcached Da Derga's Hostel

before morning.

When Mac Cecht went across the third
ridge towards the house, there were two men
striking off Conaire's head. Then Mac Cecht

struck off the head of one of the two men who
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had beheaded Coniare. The other man then
was fleeing with the king's head. A pillar-stone
chanced to be under Mac Cecht's feet on the
floor of the Hostel. He hurled it at the man
who had Conaire's head and drove it through
his spine, so that his back broke. After this
Mac Cecht beheaded him. Mac Cecht then
spilt the cup of water into Conaire's gullet and
neck. Then said Conaire's head, afier the water
had been put into its neck and gullet: "A good
man Mac Cecht! an excellent man Mac
Cecht! \ ... He gives a drink he saves a king,
he doth a noble deed;\ ...

Then Le Fri Flaith son of Conaire died
under Mac Cecht's armpit, for the worrior's

heat and sweat had dissolved him.

(AIT 123-25)"""
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- phwat is yer nam?

I did not understand what he said nor
any other type of speech which is practised in
foreign parts because I had only Gaelic as a
mode of expression ... I heard a whisper at my
back:

- your name he wants!

My heart leaped with joy at this
assistance ...I looked politely at the master

and replied to him:

- Bonaparte, son of Michelangelo, son of
peter, son of Owen, son of Thomas's Sarah,
grand-daughter of John's Mary, grand-

daughter of James, son of Dermot ...
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Before I had uttered or half-uttered my
name, a rabid bark issued from the master and
he beckoned to me with his finger. By the time
I had reached him, he had an oar in his grasp
. He drew it over his shoulder and brought it
down hard upon me with a swish of air,
dealing me a destructive blow on the skull. I
fainted from that blow but before 1 became

totally unconscious I heard him scream:
- Yer nam, said he, is Jams O’ Donnell!

... When my eyes were in operation
again, there was another youngster on his feet
being asked his name. ... [Hle replied to the
master, giving his common name as I had. The
master again brandished the oar which was in
his grasp and ... during the beating the master

screamed once more:
- Yer nam is Jams O'Donnell!

He continued in this manner until every
creature in the school had been struck down by

him and all had been named Jams O'Donnell.

(Trans. Power [1973] 1975:30-31)
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TSR\ PRE IS PRSP PR [T 0% PO
Al D Sy gt Sl Jad LS mandl oda Jia o gan il
s elical g o o i 3l A8l Alaall 3855 ¢ S 5 Al
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Pl S ¢ sl 388 a1 g U B 1 oY,
Os—ea fially (ol bl o aill (553 e el gl ) V1 g o
el e ol Lo Gl Gl Ay iy o sl sbill sl (553 Gpe
Ak Al Al B ABN 5 €Sl Ao, V1 o gl il gram g
NG N
The Cattle Raid of Regamna = Tdin Bé Regamna) ieals Jus o
SV A e Laa @ S g (fLilayy lffauita 5 L] =
B3 Oause go Gl oS ol dgal go Ciual oy il gl )
Al L b Sl g0 1 158 Ll (s pmyy a3
Lotie cojall Ay cuall Gua gl Aala s il e Lilis s Coney
rCld S350 JsY el
gl Gal
Co n-acadar in carpad remib 4 aen ech
derg fai. Oenchos on fan each ocus sithbi in
carpaid tria sechnach inn eich do n-dechaid
gend trit fri fosad a edain anair. Ben derg and
cona dib braaib dercaib 4 a brat 7 a edach. A
brat itir di fert in charpaid siar co siged lar ina
dedaid.
(based on Windisch 1887:242)
1Ay 5l A s
They saw before them a chariot

harnessed with a chestnut horse. The horse had
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but one leg, and the pole of the chariot passed
through its body, so that the peg in front met
the halter passing across its forchead. Within
the chariol sal a woman, her eye-brows red,
and a crimson mantie around her. Her mantle
fell behind her between the wheels of the
chariot so that it swept along the ground.
(AIT 211-12)
1dn e daa s
ol 33535 A B e peald 14l
baa g Bl (5 Clamanll (S ol Ol S
o S dae s e e Al Ge OS5
i e ol ED IS SV B )
Lie Uinla oS5l pdl cods 2y el Jalay
Ay el Laa o iS5 g penl
Cum Al CDlac O el s ele il
'L)"'.)m o‘lc ‘;PJS’
Laf Dot 3 e el OIS
sl el
Focert Cuchulaind bedg carpad. ni facai
in ech na in mnai na in carped na in fer na in
m-boin. Co n-acca ba hen-si dub forsin craib

ina farad.

(Windisch 1887:245)
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14y ulad) daa 3
Cu Chulainn prepared to spring again
into the chariot; but horse, woman, churiot,
man, and cow, all had disappeared. Then he
perceived that she had been transformed into a

black bird on a branch close by him.
(AIT 213)
tdy e Aan s

Ll (8 5080 5 5e i cla oS axil

3ol 5 S g Al 5 3l 5 leanll oS

o pan Ll Gl e a8 IS

RN JOWR I FURIW g1

Ol i i) Leen 5 530 1 e a )l Caen i ASa o3
de J—iilign 931 5mifd 5 smid Lpan 535 05 VAAY 8 101l Y1 pa
5 —ag VN g Asa il W a3V e Henri d’ Arbois Jubainville
Ay Y AaladY! Qlaail dea 5 e 1 A%A 8 J il Ldea 5
Ak 290l W) a0 G gl o Lean 35505 (Hull 1898:102)
Jaoll il au¥h dea 5 550 B 5 paih e JS 5 L Gl
sceo Liachair sceo (game sl gt g2 Cual o) clanjsa 381 53
KR 88 ey ghan 5 9-8) Glay e Ciuay M Gadlll g Uragdeth
Febor Begboil Cuimdiuir Flot Scenbgairit (& g1 sad & makisd & gt
S efs Ofeh ST pdl Al oy ee Al WS sceco Uath
(Jmb 5 Olall Jia clagilh slaw¥) clea sy Jililbisa 99 1 s0)0a 5 o
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ST Y sl Al 8 55 50 Tl Bsaal 3 adad Liadl LSl
Of-Cold-Wind- 4ies_5 (& Loy (3 Ja i aud o8 JEal S e
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o € ) ga aly Ay Ga oo Loy cduaadd 8 Adlielly =B CogaYl
Jj—)ﬂst_)_no_)jhu_.ﬁ‘\d‘)w_“ st u_a:.,c.l.u‘:ll o Laba 5o 2a
SR PO DN PR X PRSP U RPPRY S H
Jones and Jones 1949-) (“)Mabinogi >l d < Forth Branch
I b ey paie au¥l 5 (1963:55-75 Ford 1977:89-109
Ala 8 s Sl oY) ol el e s el sl (sa
—3Ss Loy 5 Ltas 5 CuilS 5 «Morrigan’s song Gl se dsiel daa 5
Sl Al Hsganll ety Cage (DS Jadl 5530 558 e
Auaill 4 a0 A Jhadl g copall Al G el Al

dmaa  jusbiall 036 Agal o b aguid (jgm sl slil aa 5 Loxic
S a3 e i s Caanall Y 155 3l gl S5
Die Composition der :ds sl shill Ao jrall Asedl) Ll oY) Je Jha
Morrigan ... ist so dunkel und corrupt, das ich sie hier weggelassen
Thr Morrigan's poem is so obscurc and corrupt =] habe (1887:244)
La a8 meg Anale Glag)se 5auad = that | have omitted it here
— dunkel s Lo JS Ly O} (Windisch 1887:244) [Us Lia

Agdan sy 25k ol & Sl Ao penall e s gl SV SUSSY s Mabinogi o sivke:41
ox = Mabingion Jesduls auds 33 4 5aall
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The Death of Ci =] Aided Con Ciilainn s « Y [59) +STe o=
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el Dy aan Loy o sy cupsn iy Cun o2 3 aka
L b e cdlaadl @l o s Gt ) e ld s 4t puall Ji
e ol YU5G pieayy ool 830 (3N Canll 2oy Conn L
o—d ol e lal seny cads Gl daall ) ol 5 e Lexie 5 . ol
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Blra Layy o chaise 5o 5 S sy Lad say i) 55l nuss
252y Oe day U Aadl Hsmg . e liS by Gisid) e sxe ) Lo ginse
a3 ¥ 5 Al sl il el Ao Aadlen 6 g ] eyl daglad
oAl (il 5 el ey st Y ped sy o GaladY,
[Albert] Einstein (il [cipdl] of eal jadys colly 4 cailiall
A8 o dle s paddl ook ol ol g a8 g oIS
Ot s B Cppdia gia GaldsY L3l ge §jabe Lol 1y A% O sl g
bt A Sl g e da sl s Al & laiY) (o 8 aaaas oy T
3 AR il 5 o Liad e il 5 L5 Al Ty cBansill B a0
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PELE PSP 3 WY PN U TR B DR PRRT TR N
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Lo S saamall 5 5 Aseall 4lalSy g oLl dualy pas Sl il s
o2~ ad (R. L Best 1931) G g1 oy o 2 Al ol (pe
O3t AVl pall jadle S Ak il e o i Lexie il
4;_)_.: Rudolf Thurneysen (pi—siysd il gdg) Saldl o8 b s
(1921:513-15) sisall s M
)t 58 Asall ARl Aatid Cuaall lyad S (Fuo Sl v
The Story of =] Scéla Mucce Meic Datho (—e 400 dc shaiall dan 1
Wlma i e 33 salall ¢ [ B0 ey jik 4ai= Mac Datho’s Pig
i4ia g ) Aanaid Mac Datho gila
iyl el
In chomairle at-biri-siu,
Is si nim-déni cutal.
Ailbe, do-rofoid Dia,
Nicon-fes cia é-tucad.
{Thurncysen 1935:4)
YRR WY
The counsel which you yourself say
It is that which does not make me cural.
[The dog] Ailbe, God has sent him,
It is not known who it is [rom whom he

was taken.

(My gloss translation.)
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tAgy o dan i
sk qi PEA P T N
cutal JOeS Slead ¥ Al
el Al oatl [aisy]
(e 0381 (I (e Cagpmall 2 Oha
s A e by gems 12T IOV i) (8 AR pun a5 Lin g
3 yua (B dannall o gall JS Gaend ) 85 7 Sy Ao 5Bl el A 2
Sdaill A ey 18T0 L Gaill dagd abiay (3 Al laK
Aigyas J€H dea 5 238 Kuno Meyer (AIT 201) e 338 of

1y alad) g i
The advice that thou givest,
It does not make me glad ...
tAp e dad
eginadts Al Asual)
R KYPIWIN P4 PN
"The counsel ) :Nora Chadwick ¢l galdi | 55 an 55 ¢« jua J Wi g
33 sbe lead & Al Aanaill'] (cyou offer is helpful to me" ( 1927:17)
gl ian 5 3 Jisadll Jsm Alg8 oSy Laa SN a0
1 BaS 5l copula dad_l Jeill a1 ity i Y s el JSal
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N akaall oY) el @ﬂuo)weﬁhﬁmbﬂ‘
(T. ORahilly 1946:322-23) 52 S G G ASall Jad e sl
sy o sl Y EEYL de 5 s day OSedl e OIS Lay_sh
Sl o8 1S 5 (ol 5 oMl 1)) duaysell be sally PRIERY
A el 4l —le b alans ¥ 933 dila ) Al A8 o s
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:LS-‘:‘J.):." ua.'l
Téit isin  carpat iar sudiu - ara
Conchobair leiss. Imsoi in t’ara .i. Ibor a ainm-

sidi, in carpat foi-seom.

“Tair asin charpat fechtsa,” ol in t-ara.

“It céema na heich™.

“Am coem-sa dano, a maccin”, ol Cu
Chulaind. “Tair riunn timchell nEmna nammd,
- rot bia a ldag airi”.
iy sl A 3
He goes into the chariot after that and
the charioteer of Conchobar with him. The

charioteer (the name of that one was Ibor)

turns the chariot under him.

"Come out of the chariot now", says the

charioteer. "The horses are fine".

"l myself am fine then, boy", says Cu
Chulainn. "Come before us [for] a circuit of

Emain only. and you will have its reward for it".

(My gloss translation.)
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14 S day i

A3 ol GIS5) A el Bl g0 sS4
iad U A el ) (s pasd
el Gl Jsi Y A el e g Al
SO e Gliliasdl oloa"
Ol 58 Js S b oY es U
"o Jsm s (dal 0 Lald Qs
Sl e Sl alike e Jeand Ciguy cdaid
J._AAMR! d;_)l;mu_)_}bj) 5 _jac wauu\&'e&ﬁ\ Jakall La
1al b PlA pe ASHIL Ay a Lo Aaie sn Ll e 23l
L3 Al B e Juaiy (Wsat Jal e ol Gl A e (3L
i ad Legd Gilimal oY Jaal Gl a5 daladl s el gl
.L,us«_wai ,Aui_dwn r);-;;‘é_xu-_y QJJ&_,SQS)}.S_)HS
. l_)Jl__: u.\b..}.u t_x\j\J.ﬂ‘ o.lbj u“b'“ A_A A.Ua.“ L}:Lu: ‘SL\:_: \_Qj.u
ot gl B i (8 JBall i e ¢ el
1 jalad) daa
Thereafter he went into the chariot with

Conchobor's charioteer. The charioteer, whose

name was Ibor, turned the chariot under him.
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"Come out of the chariot now," said the

charioteer. "These are fine horses."

“I am fine too, lad," said Ci Chulainn.
"Just go on around Emain and you shall be

rewarded for it."
(1976:143)"")
Ay o dad i
L9458 e A all A el Ja ) amy
G pad) ) (s Aed S 3 A i
Al G JB ) Rjad e Al
SOl lGes Gllas la”
S JLE Ol W Ll Glies Lad Ul
ool Chgua s "0l Jgm A sng 28 L' .ol 8
Mas e slilke e
@_.A:H ‘)_G.J:.:‘_"_us.nll ua,d\ dL.Lu. d‘ j_‘..u cabilee 3 a_)j...aa_,
G.\g L
:‘__543]),;‘ e
“Do Sonmigi sin trd”, or Conall. “Rob do
biaid q choscor”.
(O’Rahilly 1976:1.671)
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Ol el o sy dpannall claay) i lal i LS ciball a3
‘9 el Jakall (53n) Lavie 3 5aku 5 geay LilSlaes Nechtan Scene Al
tagiilaia b Lails andyy
1l Lai
“Nipo do Soinmige”, ol in ldech, “q

nirop do fechtnaige d6 a chétgabail gaiscid”.

(O’Rahilly 1976:11. 624-25)
— formulaic alall registe; <8 gall (3las Jiia uluall
tlagin J5¥) Cyanll Ml dan 5
1A jalad) das 55
"l wish you prosperity, victory and
triumph!” said conall ...
(O’Rahilly 1976:144)
tdg o dan 3
JE A eaily o laayl @l
v Juss
S Guaall parody (5 jaludl sSLaal] Loyl Gl o Y
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1A jala) Aan
"May his first taking up of arms not
bring him prosperity or success.”
(O’Rahilly 1976:145) '®
e dap S
£l I s e o Y e
"C\;_dl )i JLAJJ\J\
) sl e An e Lild Gan e Asgmaa Slea S S et s
registers a8 gall il Jlaxind T 52 LS cuayalﬂ Z«e,ﬂ—w}m
Jads ga Ll
3 sl Jall Ran i 8 o 5l Bl (3l ABles Al Liw
:Connacht WLigS agind {aidsf g0 Jusi” 8IS Oy g g
s gad) ol el
An tan tra ro memaid in cath, is and
asbert Meadb fri Fergus:

“Correcad lochta 4 fulachta sund indiu,

Fergais”, ar si.

“Is bésad”, ol Fergus “do cach graig
remitét lair, rotgata, rotbrata, rotfeither a moin

hi téin mnd misraileastair”.

(O’Rahilly 1976:11. 412]-24)
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1 julad) ey i
When then the battalion was routed, it is

then Medb said to Fergus:

"Shortcomings and shirkings have come

together here today, Fergus”, she said.

"It is the usual case", said Fergus, "for
any herd which a mare leads.They are stolen
and carried off and led into the bog hi toin of a
woman who has misled them."
(My gloss translation.)
iy e A i
ASvie el S0 Aapia Au€H b Levie
JETTIPTCR NS FPRRA
U casdl Ua laa Cela gl g adl ol
o CllE s
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The battle was over.

Medb said to Fergus:

"We have had shame and shambles here

today, Fergus."

"We followed the rump of a misguiding
woman," Fergus said. "It is the usual thing for
a herd led by a mare to be strayed and

destroyed."
(Kinsella 1969:251) "
1Ay o dad i
14 yaall gt
oy J B Caasa

e

L e Lin (i ally el Uy Gat
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Cain, rée,
Rosair and
Cucht crann;
Canait luin
Lafd lain
Diambi laf
Gai gann.
(Carney 19771:41)(")
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“Lovely season of May! Most noble then in the colour of trees;
blackbirds sing a fully lay, when the shaft of the day is slender”
sty eyl Rle B el o oS Baie tdiead) ple Jual]
Sl S Oy [ el plad 5oty Letie chania dsiely el
st Sl [y Jaad ) e J 2 L ceditorial 43 il S8
S o oy o caaally ISV Aadl A 0 8 Lady 30 A8 gLl
Sl 48D (5 o A el ks sicadll nominal poetry cawl =il
Al sanalll cay i 1y e 3 0le 5 . saladl (5 gaill oS gl sl
[yl sl [l Ay (8 A M a5 g5 ) Gilima
ool g duml Y1 Al 4 (VSO) verb/subject/object 4y J saidl

510



b e a i ge Laadiue ccagllall Clhaall e lamy ALAN il Y1
sl s ey ke Jof ae] May Day e sumpa o vl
oLy diad ¢ [ i sl] dpeil gl elimy JEal 13 (S dan
Smaddl 5t (53 AaiV " Ualeally Al Y1 8 marked 3 _ieal) Aleall
W el sanalll Aalidl aa i of ) 88 JAS S Ly .unmarked
Bl Al 1 e Usiine o Jlal Ju o Cdiendl sibe Juad
sl faa el 5 JUie 138 5 cmarked 3 jreall SLlSH 2 35 (528 5l
sl syntax s—ai | paliy (f pele O bl of (B ey 53
déelia o (Baker 1993:24ff) Sloaa jill y Sladall (e JS 35 Sedl
o sl JA Aaa 5 @b Ge marked 3 el 4 el A310 J) sl
Lea A AS Jad LS 58S Sl 5 4l

Clalladl 83 B0l s J fe aas o 3 AKEN e Y
VL o sVl sl 8 oSl el (oot 51 Bl s b sl
A ea i A jlas o Sad o Ripadl) Slinl V) il agdl Algws
a5 Jaded o5 mal 3Bl i (Sadl o OIS Lagys A sl skl
el s—adl g 1S5l 5 sl LWL 65y sagall iyl flalally)
e g el Wit 3 Al ARGV oyt aapall el /Bl
Jadt A el A onil Y1 o gucaill A g bl D jlall Aaga il g2
dge il JaLaW ¢ GG ¢ 5 AL ClISaT e Al 22D JelSY 3l
A bl 5 ASY) A el el (Y el gl By Al a5 Y
GV oalitidall G sl bl das 5 A jlas o ARl anaal 5 ail
a—tazal dua o glall 3 laall Jiad 138 3 Jasdl Say = Seall said ) )
Tl oo a2 —laa okl 8 sl leal G Jrayy Y
el pnddl (e SEISE LaadlS 5« Sudl g - guia gl

511



Ftha o 8 pn )l e el 58 asl Tracrars 4SS g
Y Loy g Al oSe Dhdl Al (Sa L S el 4 (piiiingh
Gl of o sl g, ',s“n ujuuyuu» g e A o oS
5ol el i S (iindd Bl 3 kil A8 e ¢} ) e
ol G (8 A el ¢ 58 aal b liely L ol sl L ks Al
et Ly e sl bl (pan il b jles (8 damia g 5 k0 (el o sl
—dorall & il o) s Bl Jaby gl ol o pdall U gan S
sraad o Onm s obill Gan fiad goss IS Laays - eV zigail -
ea sy b oS W ragd | lad 1538 g AaDle 5 gucas (piicinih delua
i s 4 i o gakind Y Loy sz g aa i o (S
pasiie Sl gra gl Esall o a5 La 5 DSl Y 45 2
5 ity 35l a4 e ey ARl e s o151 p3hl g
Al e RSH Qe 06 o L sball e 1Sy ALY 5 Al "Rude”
Akl 23l o5 Al eladl G 85l Apadell aie Ji5 el
Ol e aaladly oA 0l ARl Ale e | S Lils S5
cclaritics Lla s—uia g4 silences g3l o< w e JS Aakate daini g
> A (M AV G Jgan ) A lesS A skl Bea i o
Jia g8 gnall 138 ey Al e pasal ) &l Gageaill g g
et commissive G._:LA_.,:}I\/L:;J_Z.;ZI\ culall dlgan Glea il o3a
(Lefevere 1992b:45,cf. 90-01) il 4y jail Jaad LS M ien 5l
b Y LUy o psbean 0 Jind dpalSY) Clan il 038 (Bio 6
ol 3Gy aile T gl ilen A 8 JlanY) 425 e
b Clelizl s (Dl SVl clula) i Loy tdigllay o el
Y Clew W ol Jie (N5 AVl G geaill lygaaa s o e Yfad il

512



LY AN o il JS (b LBl 5 Lo la (5 ymy 4308 La s ey
Lt 0555 Aelna ile] claja gn (8 cdun sl sbill laa ) o Adgall
linear Aglad 8 ylay "5 final Jpua sy o5y &Ll AaSaa S
dclua N cile) Sa guad JIE L3 LulEE <l e of d58all
kil i ¥ o gaill intralingual [3asd gl el 8] ajdadall 4 gl
«l2_X interlingual [uaJaj Ol gl n daa A e ol e e
b Al e Gl Y Y AR e Jysanll 3a il praagi g

i shsball e sl

ol gl ) Aebuall aied of can 55 o

[oe) 8] dlua s Sz o ks ¥ o
-(Steiner 1978:39-40) s sa3
4_=du.s¢cl_ua cdale] 4 sall Lalil L-,Aax.jj,ml cilea il

o Gl Al ey o e e Gl (IS Lghiass ¢ a
Ls_u Al AL bggd sas - intralingual ddals 4 ) delua sole)
ey 0553 Aan il o3 e i 13 Gald an g VS Apdd e da)
Sraall Gaill Y5 iy (las g 5258 Jaatly 433 Y Jaall iy
Ll (580 (o Ll (o6 Al ) sgand) Apuailly Jslinall 3 e
il 13 ey Ll L i o3¢S Ala 3 b Al L A1) g g2l
—Y U AW il Gl b sl o B sl e il 8 4lls
g Al 0555 D Bl el ) e el sy
e O Aa il g — AN A0 ! gt ¢ 5= dulleadl Al
o0 8 S U il o daliad) o s bl sgandy (e
zlorh 3g S 3 W oy, dll DA Lyl 8 sl clS A3 paall g oA

513



a3 Al yuaY) o2 Jie 1Ay g s¥) Al ol S AL ey coalescence
sl Slessall DA e Bije Sl (8 XS Gl (6 Lasa s
W Aea Al A AV A jledd DA e clin stk (3 5k (o ualall
oY Lg.;.\.a‘

sl QoL 8 Ay ol 3l g ey a3k ey
-(Dunkelheit) ;Lg__:\,!l_, 4 gruall 1;_)2 da ggia lglany Comy o il
06 e guingall b jaall g Ao guim all Al Al oY) Bl 138 B
Lgaaa Y LAl 8 ol el cuoud Gl JSy aal
Al A b gl ¢ o gl 5 Al Aol Y1 s (Al Aals 5 ) gacayg)
Ay OIS Ayl y Al AR Lo oK1y caslily ¢ au gl
oD el 49 1380 5 el O Lo laly Ay pemall g iy Saiad
a5y anl iy Ban Al ia g Gl el (e S il
" il o gn Al 3 gealall (o 3 Al Al o3 (Bodd Adpdll
e DB Y (A agailly £ gn g Jpa il o s o Sl 3 gl
A ke ghua sy Wadiiy Sl Ce lagmy Lea sl 1588 (5 pay Aik gl o3
Ji—a 53 pra—in 5 L ia 9 (o sl sbiill Aaga Y kil (5 yau 9 -corTUpE
ol 585 O an ) o ) 4 5y tania 4y a5 (5 g 53 el
lelfadld daa 0 b A shsldl Do/ oo g sbadll oy Lavie 4 58 Gaundl)
covadl pail & iy clsmaall Jag piie G e dae) g/l
2 sbill a3 Ay sraall A3 5 szl g jruadll paill Jas Bl
Aan siafln slsbd Lan i o el s of oSas w1 agllall 5 )
lagfa bty sy [l o] Jazz O gmgse 450 Jisall 8 dua gl ské
a9 corrupt A8 ae el (8 Y1 AN o el 0 cgilery
Senns) lpagaan o Lda

514



CHPNPYIOS. g R B ENP < JUYEW L PRPX BN U VP
S g Ak A sl A jladd] il gl 238 e
ULy e il A sa) 4y et el Jglay 53 <J. C. Catford (1965)
Jtie Ayl Jdlse Jadd A "Aan sl AE 592" Aal juay 3l
i_liy (polysemy (Jlaal 333 g exponence _ypudl @lld i L) Lo sad
A Ble Jal gall 030 Jie Y 5 «(1965:ch:14) Catford) oligosemy siteal
Al o 1y gane Gk ay yhad of adl e b A1 2Rl 8 3
o B s sal e e siils Bty AuY) La gl Ayl
o ey o8 O Aen i (S Y A (B i gl ) a2 (539
adl o il b gaill B o g phas el dlna By esie:si\“ sl
o a5 ysa sums e B A S oY S Y
A gull Caladaayl u\.uuc_\; 4.:,1_) Oe zEmay 13 ) Jeay 3y sdals
i sa sl dad of i 5 il Sadl usy 5 S el
Sy 0 i byt Al A 35 adal e e Alialie 5 ) pu
oYY 85 Alalie 5 ) gy Luliie gl g ruaall Graill (5 sinal
RVE DOV IS WY PORPYFL I WEPP ISR g SR - L e
Oatmall R3S 3 ) geay rn pall dpasilly & s sl Joay cdgalall 2y 520)
LG e sl 130 Aan i o Aen Al Ayl 3 oSa 4 s
1 L liel Aall s el Giagll o el Y1 638 of e
OS Uaga dhan il (b 7w sll 4,0 BSY) U oy (uilaa]
Aaa SY) il ae o jla —Fgledll A jladdl (G lagana SlasY!
a_;.i'ls}at,.. Y el pe cdigall oy AVl Al g a1 Y
saaly Al o sbie s A3l an el sl o RIS 55 8 ple dn g
el Jusns e ¢ st gaan sin cilan (g il 5458 il g g Jai

515



gt e ol B850y ol e B lagie QY 151 ol il
i sirall Jainall g Al Culally o SVl (5 5a 33 Jie By seas
cgrammar generative 35l ¢ Wl [ado) HU] A el JUsY) e
AV el e e ) L Al ol eyl 5y
A il Gldghaidl Cun e saill AE ax ¢ il « 5 performative
43 31t Loy s Willaa (S Y ARl of lly Lo sudl o (s il il
(sl 2 gSna gl Bl of a2 8 paill 13a e g o8 Gaogld 5
AN ol 310 558 gl B3%ae Cd gl
(ol 8l plaf il ooyl ol ABEN 5kl )é ABlae 5 gem s
el Aga 3 L 058 Y (i asmma Do B el 48 (55
At o L Lo g o3a Aa o geadl 8 sl e Jasth (3 4Gl
Hﬂ\ T R A Y s LS "yl P UAM\_,UA.L“ Jeld
2 dgisalel s Al g Bl Lad A8l 038 (e el s et 4d 52 . senl
s el aimge 4T pagadl il b 58 o cpapal
‘,_.Jmu)suwﬂuuasuuubm\n ol gl e S5 g taial
bl 4 U gy dJuathuam 1 (fed A Sy o38b g o
OS5 2By (Agilie "Ada Aad' e SLB 815 "Rl e (g gind -‘33
da W b ) ui_,lm.“ 238 ‘_ru, ALE "l o g ian DS1 el
Jeeeel o sy o) ) it ~pals 3 g ss gl ) i
5 André Gide ¢d—aa A.U.\.i\ 3 OmSd Ouad Jro Gadlan QST 40 Sl
(19 iy g Capily Jia ool G X pes Jlasl 3 S ¢ 43S 5b ababig
Ol 1538 ey o g.}.d}!; A )UHJ}Q =5 5 Jeanette Winterson
o —a S iy il Gy ea e pedea gy SUS Y iy
e on JS3 a5l e Cndl pxe (Y il ) seanll 55 all i HLEYI
SUSal Gpalmd) aial Ak y ki Cad 038 g Al AV £ 151 (e

516



38 Wb (AS] "once upon a time” 4y jalayl & Die) Auadil Cilaall
G Ui a iy I S k) il 15 el il
—> Eamonn a Biirc (e Y4Yve & «_:.u'a AlSs Al pra 6 LS el
3l 8 Galway (sl slla” dxklis
SHINER
They returned home and held a feast
which lasted for seven nights and seven days. I
was there with them but, if I was, the devil a
taste of the feast did they give me. All that I
got from them was paper shoes and stockings
of thick milk. I threw them back at them. They
were drowned, and I came safe. Not a word or

news have I got from them for the past year
and a day.
(Trans. O’Sullivan 1966:56)
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And thereupon, lo, coming to chant a

song to Arthur. But never a man was there

might understand that song save Cadyrieith

himself, except that it was in praise of Arthur.
(Trans. Jones and Jones [1949] 1963:151)
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Bai goba amra I nUltaib .i. Eccet Salach goba a ainm.
Ainm n-aill do Echen. Sui cech admait. conna rabi riam t i iarum
goba bad ferr. Rucad iarum mac dé. Amair gen a ainm. Ro bui
iarum in macsin i mmacrai cethéora ribliadna déc. Cen labrad.
Ro 4s a bra iarum combo méit adbul teig moir. 7 ba feithech
glasremor in brasin.q a smucli asa $réin inna beolu. Ba dub a ch-
roccend. Batir gela a fiacla. Ba glasban a aged. Amal da ur-
buinne builg goband a lurgne 4 a sliastai. Batir laebladracha a
thraigid. Batir adbolméra a adbronna. Batir ardda imchina a da
ngruad. Batir domna dubderga a d i suil. Ba lebormailgech
anuas. Ba garb drestaide a ypolt. ba mellach cnamach carrgarb a
druim. Nib6 caemduine samlaid. Dia follaigthe cu ciana inna
$tidiu cen foglanad doacmaised a murtraide dé cotice a di leiss.
Batir € a sercla gruth bruithe. mor Iuatha. mera derga. caera

glassa. diasa loscthi. gais chrema. cnoi caecha a mbith for clar
oca oca airfitiud.
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Dofoid iarum Aithirne a gilla, .i. Greth
a ainm co Ecet Salach co chor béla i tenid. Co
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ara chind for lar in tige. Danéci co anmin.
atrigestar Greth. Buf ingen Ecit i cathair
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7 si a hoinur oc comét in tige. 7 in mac na
fail. Co cualatar ni in mac fri gilla nAthirni. In
n-ith Greth gruth ol se fo thri. Niro recart
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chrema. cuae uinn. ubla greti. gruth. In n-ith

Greth gruth.

Atnaig Greth dé assin lig. conid

corastar dar droichtiu ind liss. isin cechair.

(LL11769-36)")

4y 3atad) Aay 3
cy . . wTS
"Aithirne and the young Amairgen" "

There was a famous smith in Ulster; he
was called Filthy Eccet the Smith, but he was
master of every craft such that there has not

been, before or since, a better smith. A son

525



was born to him and was named Amairgen.
For fourteen years that son was an imbecile
boy who did not speak. His belly grew till it
was the size of a great, huge leather book
satchel, and it was spongy and fatty grey. The
snot hung down from his nose to his lips. His
hide was black and his teeth glistened. His
face was grayish white. Like the spouts of a
smith’s bellows were his shanks to his thighs.
He had crooked, splayed feet, and his ankles
were huge and swollen. His cheekbones were
set high and wide, and his eyes could get dark
red under his shaggy brows hanging down
from above. His hair was rough and spiky, and
he had a humped, bony, scabby back. He

wasn’t a sweet fellow.

If he were left sitting untended for long,
with no one cleaning up after him, his wastes
would pile up around him as deep as his two
haunches. His favourite foods were these:
boiled curds, salty sea-ash, bloody
knucklebones, green berries, burnt ears of
grain, garlic greens, empty nuts. These things
used to be put on a board near the boy to keep

him entertained and satisfied.
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One day the poet Aithirne sent his
servant, Shaky Gret by name, to Filthy Eccet’s
to temper a battle-axe in the fire. Eccet’s
daughter was in the house sitting on an
omamented seat, and she had on a fine dress.
She was alone keeping the house, and the boy
was in her care. Gret saw that ugly, base cretin
sitting on the floor of the house in front of
him. The boy stared at him fiercely, and Gret

got frightened.

Then they heard a wonder: the boy

speaking to Aithirne’s servant.
“Hasgretetgrits?”
“Has-gret-et-grits?”

“Has Gret et grits?” he said a third time.
Gret didn’t answer. He was completely

terrified. The boy said it to him again,
“Has Gret et grits?
Curds and sea spawn?
Blackberries? Sloes?
Stems of garlic?

Pine cone kernels?
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Apples and cooked curds?
Has Gret et grits?”

Shaky Gret rushed away from him out of
the house and, leaving the liss, fell from the

causeway into the bog.
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“Come out of the chariot now”, said the charioteer.

“The horses are fine, and I am fine, their little lad”,
said Cuchulainn. “Go forward round Emain only, and you

shall have a reward for it”.

el el il JB 1 A e A

JB " piall 25 U ¢ liea Uy e lae liluasl
] "L.'i}u_, ‘Hé "C).-_lsfj" d}i :\-‘3,:‘; —]] .‘tl -C)QL}“"S
M e slika e
g <) da 4 Ln (Faraday 1904:28-30) (s)3l 8 des 5 1A
"May that be for prosperity”, said Conall; "may it be
for victory and triumph”, ... "May it not be for his

happiness”, said the champion; "and may it not be for his

prosperity, his first taking of arms".
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"That is what usually happens", said Fergus, "to a
herd of horses led by a mare. Their substance is taken and
carried off and guarded as they follow a woman who has
misled them". Faraday (1904:139) gives, "after a woman

who has ill consulted their interest".
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Sl el b ol L bl X S (word play LSl (ol
Steiner 1978:21 15,18 3aal g 36l 5 wa ¥} 2D of oS oS0 o
speech act S-S Jub 3 s Jiay DAY of sl 5 (e oY
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There was a famous blacksmith among the Ulaid
named Eccet Salach the Smith. Echen was another name
of his. He was an expert in every craft, so that never
before or after was there a better smith. A son was born to
him. Amairgen was his name. That son remained in
childhood for forteen years, without speaking. His belly
swelled util it was the size of a great house; and it was
sinewy, gray and corpulent. The snot flowed from his nose
into his lips. His skin was black. His teeth were white. His
face was livid. His calves were to his thighs were like the
spouts of a blacksmith’s bellows. His feet had crook toes.
His ankles were huge.His cheeks were very long and high.
His eyes were sunken and dark red. He had long
eyebrows. His hair was rough and prickly. His back was
knobby, Bony, rough with scabs. It was not the semblance
of a comely person. He had for so long neglected to clear
himself after defecating that his own excrements rose up

to his two buttocks. His favourite treats were boiled curds,
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sea salt, red blackberries, pale berries, burnt ears of grain,
bunches of garlic, and "one-eyed” nuts which he played

with on the floor.

Aithime sent his servant Gret to Eccet Salach to
order an ax. Greth saw that ignoble ugly monster before
him on the floor of the house. He looked at him hostilely.
Greth was frightened. Eccet’s daughter was there, sitting
in a wellmade chair and wearing a handsome dress. She
was alone, looking after the house, and the boy along with
her. They heared the boy say something to Athirne's
servant. He said, "Does Greth eat curds?" (In n-ith Greth
Gruth?) three times.Gret made no reply, and was very
frightened. Then he spoke to him again: "A fair bush, a
foul bush, bunches of garlic, hollow of a pine, apples ...,

curds. Does Greth eat curds?"

Gret fled out of the house so that he fell into the mud
beyond the causeway of the fort.
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Traduire n'est jamais neutre. Cest l'acte d'une

subjectivité 4 I'oeuvre dans un contexte socio-politique

précis ... La trdduction peut donc étre un véritable outil

politique. En effet, il est possible, dans le passage de la

langue de départ 4 la langue d'arrivée, de faire apparaitre

ou disparaitre un mot ou un monde.
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Translation is never neutral. It's a subjective act
upon a work undertaken in a precise socio-political
context. In fact, in moving from the source the source

language to the receptor language, it's possble to make a

word or a world disappear.
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& L 48 23] The Second Battle of Mag Tuired (o 335l aaasll
.Gray 1982:46-49 (se 3 sala [A; 5ai¥1] Wian 555 [' 4ol §s 55
te il ad
A mboi {erum og imdect co n-acu an n-ingen foro cind go ndeilb
nderscoighte. Si cdemtrilsich. Luid menmo an Dagdai dii, acht niaruho
tialoigg lia a proinn. Gabois an ingen fora cdinedh, gabais an ingen
for imtrascrad fris. Fucerd cor do go rdinec go bac a ténai hi tolamh.
Dos-n-éco go handiaraid & atbert, “Quid romba dam, a ingin,” ol sé,

“dom cor dom conair céir?”

“Is airi ro-mba det: "gonum-rugae ford" muin luet conam-rabor

a ticc mo athar.”
“Ctiich athair?” ol sé.
“Ingen-su ém,” ol si, “d’Indech mac Dé Domnann.”

Duscaro aitherrach & slaithe go Iéir, gorolin na futhorbe imbe
do caindiubur a pronn; q nos-égnither gondo-ruccoud fora muin fo
thri. Atbert-sum ba ges déu breth neich lais nidd ebérad a ainm fris.

“Cia hainm-si didiu?” ar sise.

“Fer Benn,” ar é-sium.



“Imforcraid n-anmo son!” ar sisc. “Atraf, nom-ber for mhuin, a

Fer Benn.”
“Nfi hedh mh’ainm dmb,” bar é-sium.
“Ceist?” ar si.
“Fer Penn Bruaach,” ar é-sim.
“Atraoi nom-bir ford” muin, a Fer Benn Briach,” ar sise.
“Ni hedh mh’ainm,” ar é-sim.

“Ceist?” ol sise. Nos-tic dii ule taris. Tic-si didiu for sliocht-
seom and co nepert, “Atrai nom-ber ford’ muin, a Fir Benn Bruaich
Brogaill Broumide Cerbad Caic Rolaig Builc Labair Cerrce Di Brig
Oldathair Boith Athgen mBethai Brightere Tri Carboid Roth Rimairie
Riog Scotbe Obthe Olaithbe. Drennar rig d-dar fringar fegar frendirie.

Atraoi, nom-ber di sunnac!”
“Na himber cuitbiud form ni bos méu, a ingen,” al sé.
“Bid atégen tacuo,” al sie.

Is farum gongléisie asin derc iar tclcodh a prond. Sech ba hairi
sin boi furech na hingene dé-som go cioan méir. Atraoi-sium ferum, 1
gabaid an ingen foro muin; 4 dobert téorac clochau ina cris. Ocus
dofuit cech cloch ar dair aire - ocus atberud batar fat a ferdai
derocratar dad. Lingthe an ingen foair 4 doslais tara tdin é, q
lomortar a caither frithrosc. Gondric iferum ion Dagadae fric a
bancharoid, q dogniead cairdene ferum. Atd a ldtrach for Tricht

Eoboile it a comarnachtar.



() an

As he went along he saw a girl in front of him, a good-looking
young woman with an excellent figure, her hair in beautiful tresses.
The Dagda desired her, but he was impotent on account of his belly.
The girl began to mock him, then she began wrestling with him. She
hurled him so that he sank to the hollow of his rump in the ground. He
looked at her angrily and asked, “What business did you have, girl,

heaving me out of my right way?”

“This business: to get you to carry me on your back to my

father’s house.”
“Who is your father?” he asked.
“I am the daughter of Indech, son of Dé Domnann,” she said.

She fell upon him again and beat him hard, so that the furrow
around him filled with the excrement from his belly; and she satirized

him three times so that he would carry her upon his back.

He said that it was a ges for him to carry anyone who would not

call him by his name.
“What is your name?” she asked.
“Fer Benn,” he said.

“That name is too much!” she said. “Get up, carry me on your

back, Fer Benn.”
“That is indeed not my name,” he said.
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“What is?” she asked.

“Fer Benn Bruach,” he answered.

“Get up, carry me on your back, Fer Benn Briach,” she said.
“That is not my name,” he said.

“What is?” she asked. Then he told her the whole thing. She
replied immediately and said, “Get up, carry me on your back, Fer
Benn Briach Brogaill Broumide Cerbad Caic Rolaig Builc Labair
Cerrce Di Brig Oldathair Boith Athgen mBethai Brightere Tri Carboid
Roth Rimaire Riog Scotbe Obthe Olaithbe .... [sic] Get up, carry me

away from here!”
“Do not mock me any more, girl,” he said.
“It will certainly be hard,” she said.

Then he moved out of the hole, after letting go the contents of
his belly, and the girl had waited for that for a long time. He got up
then, and took the girl on his back; and he put three stones in his belt.
Each stone fell from it in turn - and it has been said that they were his
testicles which fell from it. The girl jumped on him and struck him
across the rump, and her curly pubic hair was revealed. Then the
Dagda gained a mistress, and they made love. The mark remains at

Beltraw Strand where they came together.
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Henderson ::‘-“‘?‘J") [ 58 0 4add 5] (e Bricriu's Feast” o (1)
-(1899:17-21; original in Henderson 1899:16-20

SRR WY

[Bricriu] exercised his mind as to how he should contrive to get

the women to quarrel as he had likewise incited the men. When
Bricriu had done examining his mind, it just chanced as he could have
wished that Fedelm-of-the-fresh-heart came from the palace with fifty
women in her train, in mood hilarious. Bricriu observed her coming
past him. "Hail to thee to-night, wife of Loigaire the Triumphant!
Fedelm-of-the-fresh-heart is no nickname for thee with respect to
thine excellency of form and of wisdom and of lineage. Conchobar,
king of a province of Erin, is thy father, Loigaire the Triumphant thy
husband; I should deem it but small honour to thee that any of the
Ulster women should take precedence of thee in entering the
banqueting hall; only at thy heel should all Ultonian women tread. If
thou comest first into the hall to-night, the sovranty of queenship shalt
thou enjoy for ever over all the ladies of Ulster.” anon takes a leap

over three ridges from the hall.

Thereafter came Lendabair, daughter of Eogan mac Derthacht,

wife of Conall the Victorious. Bricriu addressed her and spake: "Hail
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to thee, Lendabair; for thee that is no nickname; thou art the darling
and pet of all mankind on account of thy splendour and of thy lustre.
As far as thy spouse hath surpassed all the heroes of mankind in
valour and in comeliness, so far hast thou distinguished thyself above
the women of Ulster." Though great the deceit he applied in the case

of Fedelm, he applied twice as much in the case of Lendabair.

Emer came out anon with half-a-hundred women [in her train].
“Greeting and hail to thee, Emer, daughter of Forgell Manach (F. the
tricky or shifty), wife of the best wight in Erin! Emer of the Fair Hair
is for thee no nickname; Erin's kings and princes contend for thee in
jealous rivalry. As the sun sur-passeth the stars of heaven, so far dost
thou outshine the women of the whole world in form and shape and
lineage, in youth and beauty and elegance, in good name and wisdom
and address."Though great his deceit in the case of the other ladies, in

that of Emer he applied thrice as much.

The three companies thereupon went out till they met at one
spot, to wit, three ridges from the hall. None of them wot that Bricriu
had incited them one against another. To the hall they straightway
return. Even and graceful and easy their carriage on the first ridge;
scarcely did one of them raise a foot before the other. But on the ridge
following, their steps were shorter and quicker. More-over, on the
ridge next the house it was with difficulty each kept up with the other;
so they raised their robes to the rounds of their limbs to compete in the

attempt to go first into the hall. For what Bricriu said to each of them
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regarding the other was, that whosoever should first enter should be
queen of the whole province. The amount of confusion then
occasioned by the competition to enter the hall first was as it were the
noise of fifty chariots approaching. The whole palace shook and the
warriors sprang to their arms and made essay to kill one another
within.
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14 jalad) dan 3

[Though a large host was at Temair Luachra], a provident
woman was the heroine Medb, daughter of the arch-king of Eriu, i.e.
Eochaidh Feidhlech. There were two observers and druids guarding
her. Their names were Crom Deroil and Crom Darail, two foster-sons

of the good, illustrious druid Cathbad.

It happened to them, then, 10 be on the wall of Tara-Luachra at
that time, looking and guarding, observing and viewing, on every side
from them. It was then Crom Deroil said: "hast thou seen the thing

that appeared to me?"
"What thing?" said Crom Darail.

"Meseems that it is swords of crimson warfare and the tread of

multitudes I perceive coming over the side of the Irluachair from the east.”

"I would not think a clot of gore and blood too much in the
mouth that utters that,” said Crom Darail; "for that is not an army or

multitude, but the gigantic oaks past which we came yesterday."
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"If it were they, why the immense royal chariots under them?"

"They are not chariots,” said Crom Darail, "but the regal rarhs

past which we came.”

“If they are raths, why are those splendid all-white shields in

them?"

"They are not shields at all," said Crom Darail; "but the stone

columns that are in the doors of those royal raths."

"If they are columns," said Crom Deroil, "what is the cause of
the profusion of red-armed spears above the great black breasts of the

mighty host?"

"They are not spears either," said Crom Darail; "but the stags
and wild beasts of the country, with their horns and antlers above

them.” ...
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They competed till at last a single man took precedence over the
men of Ireland: Cet mac Magach from Connacht. He hung his

weapons higher than the host's weapons. He took a knife in his hand,

and he sat down by the pig.

"Let a man of Ireland be found to match boasts with me, or let

me carve the pig,” he said.

No warrior was found to match him. The Ulstermen fell silent.

“See that, Loegaire!" Conchobor said.

"It will not happen,” Loegaire said. "Cet will not carve the pig

with me around."

"Wait a bit, Loegaire, so I can answer you,” Cet said. "You
Ulstermen have a custom. When any boy among you lakes arms, his
first target is in our land. You, too, came that way into the borderland.
We met there. You left behind wheel and chariot and horses, and only
escaped yourself with a spear through you. You do not get the pig for

doing that."
Loegaire sat down then.

“It will not happen,” said a big handsome warrior who came out
of his feasting-cubicle. "Cet will not carve the pig with me around.”
"Who is this?" Cet asked. "A better warrior than you," everyone

answered. "That is Lam Gabaid's son, Oengus, from Ulster."
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"Why is his father called Lam Gabaid, Peril's Hand?" Cet asked.

"Who knows?" "Well, I know,” Cet said. "I went east once.
There were screams all about me. Everyonc came. Peril's Hand came.
He cast a great spear at me. | threw back the same spear at him. It took
off his hand, right to the floor. What would bring his son 1o boast

against me?"
Oengus sat down.
"Match boasts or I will carve the pig,” Cet said.

"It will not happen. You will not carve first,"said a big blond

warrior of Ulster.
"Who is this here?" Cet asked.

Everyone said, "That is Eogan Mac Durthacht, Fernmaige's

"

king.
"I have scen him before,” Cet said.
“"Where did you see me?" Eogan asked.

"At your door when 1 was raiding cattle from you. There were
scrcams in the land about me. At the screams you came. You threw a
spear at me, and it stuck in my shield. I threw the same spear back at
you. It went through your head and took an eye from your hcad. The
men of Ireland can see you have a singlc eye. 7 am the one who took

the other eye from your head.”
Eogan sat down then.
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"Carry on with the boasting-contest, Ulster,” Cet said.
"You will not carve now," said Muinremor Mac Gerrginn.

"Can this be Muinremor?" Cet said. "I have barely cleaned my
spears, Muinremor! Not three days have passed since I carried off
three warrior-heads from your lerritory, including the head of your

first-born son."
Muinremor sat down then.
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8. TBC (e d2kad iz (dalall

il den s

Textual Notes, Prose. "Father Fergus", a popa Fcrgus, popa is an
honorific from Lat. papa and can also be translated 'master, sir'. Before
his exile in Connacht Fergus was one of Ci Chulainn's foster fathers;
hence, Cid Chulainn addresses him in this way and later shows respect
by prostrating himself before Fergus. " Fergus's chariot drove across
him three times", tr. taris 'across him' or 'over him'. The primary
meaning of rar is 'over, across' and in Old Irish (rather than Modem
Irish) is used in the extended sense of 'past’ primarily with reference to
time or seasons (in which the metaphor of the sun's journey over the
land could be instrumental); cf. DIL s.v. Strachan ([1944] 1964:102)
also apparently takes the phrase as ‘across himy', in view of the fact that
the extended meaning of far is not given in his glossary. "Which of the
two would you take" is literally ‘which of the two would be casier with
you'. The sentence can be interpreted as 'which of the two do you think
would be easier, or 'which of the two would you prefer’, or 'which of
the two would you choose [for yoursclf]'. Fergus answers in kind. The
ambiguity of the wording permits Fergus (0 maintain an official
position of loyalty to Ailill and Medb, with whom he is allied, while

expressing affection for Ci Chulainn. "Shanks”. no doubt the band is
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strung through the Achilles tendon here. "Puppy”, "mongrel”, "great
hound", the dog imagery plays off the name of Cu Chulainn, which
means ‘the dog of Culann'. "That puppy's play is no joke", litcrally ‘the
playing (or treatment) of that puppy isn't gentle’. One could also take it
as referring to the treatment of Etarcomal's body. "In my opinion the
mongrel shouldn't have challenged”, following the manuscript rather

than O'Rahilly's edition.

Textual Notes, Poem. O'Rahilly edits the passage as prose; I am
responsible for the poetic lineation. The exact metrical analysis of this
passage is obscure in part probably because of textual corruptions, and
the poem needs a more thorough editing than is possible in this
context. I have put words that are likely to be intrusive in parentheses.
Most of the lines have three stresses, though there is a variable
number of syllables in each line. There is usually a final cadence of X
X (x) with a word boundary separating the cadence from the first half
of the line. The lines are ornamented with alliteration, cither internal
to the line or binding successive lines, or both. There is some
alliteration on unstressed words, and in one case an unstresscd syllable
rather than a stressed one seems to provide binding alliteration (-
nitairbirt). These metrical features, as well as some syntactical and
lexical ones (e.g. datives without prepositions, sced), mark the text as
archaic, perhaps dating from the seventh century. In the manuscript

the first line of the poem is treated like prose, but since it presents a
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structure parallel to the last line (the last linc of an Irish poem should

in some way echo the first), I have treated it as part of the poem.

"Father Fergus", the phrase a popa is hypermetiic both at the
beginning and end of the poem; it was probably attracted by its
appearance in the preceding prose. For an example of a vocative
without the particle see LL 122b43. “A raid rushed/through Ulster",
literally ‘it is that which hastencd upon the raid of Ulster'; the word
order is unusual in this line. "I brought Etarcomal/under the yoke", the
line is difficult in the manuscript. Either read tairbirt ... Etarcomail,
‘bringing Etarcomal ... ', or read to-airbiurt ... Etarcomal. 'l brought
Etarcomal ... ". "The, haughty one pays me", literally ‘who pays me',
here apparently uvallaig is g. sg., perhaps in apposition 0 a reading
FEtarcomail. "He watched me/win here”, hiterally 'the one who saw me
[be] successful’ or ‘the one who saw me at a place’. There are metrical
problems with the line; though similar poems show occasional
monosyllabic cadences as here, the cadence would not normally be
preceded by a proclitic word. The line also has no binding alliteration.
By emending to nech nam ar bail accae the metrical difficulties are
solved. "Shielded mc", fialum may be 3 sg. conj. s-pret. of felaid,
‘protects, shelters, with a suffixed 1 sg. pronoun; the conjunct form is
normally found in the verb final position. For a suffixed pronoun with a
conjunct verb cf. DIL, M, col. 73, ni-rubi-m-sea. "The mighty raven's
hand, there may be an allusion here to the Badb, a war goddess whose

name means ‘scald crow’ and who can take the form of a black bird. The
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line does not alliterate unless both elements of the compound balchrain
are counted: such alliteration is not normal, however. "Don't blame
me", either the first half linc has three stresses here or the first half of
the opening line has one stress. It is not unusual for the opening or

closing of a poem to be marked by a short line.

As should be clear from these notes, the linguistic analysis of
this archaic poctry presents grave problems and remains partially
obscure. The overall form and affective contribution to the narrative

of this rosc are nonetheless obvious in their main lines.
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