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1. Thou didst apportion the means of livelihood to Thy
Creatures like a drunkard who shows himself churlish.
2. Had a man made such a division, we should have said
to him, «You have swindled. Let this teach you a lesson!»
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dea that he knows all about Ibn ar-Riwandt’s life and activities. or
hought and works, or creed and philosophy, etc. ... The reader
hould emerge with a spurious sense that he knows what in fact
e does not know; rather he should come, if possible, to more
inderstanding of Ibn ar-Riwandi : if Ibn ar-Riwandi had been

yeaten by the proffessional biographers, after his death, he cer-
ainly was the master of rationalists in the Third (9th.) Century
~ho had beaten the proffessional polemicists at their own ground!

X

There remains to mention that in making my collections for
these two volumes, I have had the invaluable advice from my col-
leagues; but my particular thanks go to professor K.M. Ash-Shai-
bt and Dr. K. Matta. Also, I have been encouraged by many scho-
lars, Arabs and Orientalists; but 1 would like to show my gratitude
to Dr. M.C. Lyons, Fellow of Pembroke College, University of
Cambridge, to whom the second volume of this work has been
dedicated; and to Professor 'Abdurrahmén Badawi, to whom the
present volume has been dedicated - for their very important role
and encouragement towards the idea of achieving these collec-
tions.

Acknowledgements are due to the authors and publishers
who have kindly given me permissions to reprint different mate-
rials in these two volumes. Mr. Zuhayr Ba’labakki, the Publisher,

may accept my thanks for the patience and care with which he
performed an exacting task.

January 11th., 1978 A. AL-A ASAM.

Cambridge
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conclusion that the majority of these references follow no catego-
ry in particular in preference to any other, and therefore that is
why they are generally confused. The following table shows the
modern references:

Book Introduction Edition Article

Volume I : 32 3 4 7
Volume II : 26 5 2 4
Totals 58 8 6 11

To make an inventory of the whoie incorporated modern-
references shown above (83 references), I would give an illustra-
tion of the original language as follows:

Arabic Translation
Volume I : 43 3
Volume II : 31 6
Totals 74 9

F.)

To do justice to Ibn ar-Riwandi and his real character, an at-
tempt should be made to clear up the picture gathered from the
Sources ( i.e. the History of Ibn ar-Riwandi, the Heretic and Sup-
plements I & II of these two volumes ). On the other hand, all the
modern authors who referred to, or concerned themselves with,
Ibn ar-Riwandi are found to have been confused whenever they
tried to distiguish his true biographical information from those
which were ascribed to him by his biographers in the old and
middle sources. Therefore, no serious reader will be convinced of
the authenticity of all these old and middle sources and all modern
references, if he reads them separately; and most scholars, who
are concerned with the rational movement in Medieval Islam, will
want to review all these different materials in their contribution
to Islamic studies. Otherwise, no reader of these two volumes,
with the History of Ibn ar-Riwandi, the Heretic, would accept the

v4.



3. ANNEXATIONS in which some bibliographies, indices of
proper names, works and particular points of interest
appear in the end of next volume. @)

D.)

We can conclude from the above statements that the two
Supplements to the History of Ibn ar-Riwandi, the Heretic, in
these two volumes are to be read in comparison with the original
work. The following table shows the relationship between these

three volumes:

Century History Suppl. 1 Suppl. I

3rd. 2 —_ —
4th. 10 — 1
5th. 12 3 8
6th. 7 1 1
7th. 11 — 1
8th. 6 5 —
oth. 6 —_ »
10th. 2 1 —
11th. 2 3 —_
12th. 2 — —_
13th. 2 —
14th. — —_
Totals 62 18 11
E.)

The incorporation of Ibn ar-Riwandf’s biographical texts in
the Modern-Arabic References, in Part 1 and Part II of these two
volumes, are to be considered chronologically. Publications. which
are written originally in arabic or transleted into Arabic, vary in
referring to Ibn ar-Riwandi; and thus the reader may come to the

(7 It will be published in 1979.
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C)

.. SUPPLEMENT I to my previous book, History of Ibn ar-

Riwandi, the Heretic. with 18 sources giving some new
information about Ibn ar-Riwandi. These sources have
been organisd according to the same system adopted in
the original book.

PART I of the main work on Ibn ar-Riwandi’'s modern
biographical survey in Arabic references, with 45 texts
quoted from a number of modern - Arabic publications
between 1904 and 1975.

ADDENDUM to the present volume has been included. It
is P. Kraus’ contribution on Ibn ar-Riwandi, written
originally in German(4), and translated into Arabic by
'Abdurrahméin Badawi. (5)

The second volume of the present work will give an account
of all biographical texts collected after the publication of the first
volume. It will contain:

1.

SUPPLEMENT II to the History of Ibn ar-Riwandi, the
Heretic, with new 11 sources showing some different
material which has not been found in the first Supple-
ment.

2. PART II of the main work on Ibn ar-Riwandi’s biographi-

cal survey in the modern - Arabic references, with 37
texts quoted from similar number of Arabic publications
which appeared between 1908 and 1976. (63)

C))

®
©

Beitridge zur islamischen Ketzergeschichte: das Kitab az-
Zumurrud des Tbn ar-Rawandji; in: Rivista degli Studi Orien-
tali, (Roma 1934), vol. XIV, pp. 93 ff., 335 ff,

Min tarikh al-ithad fi ’I-islAm, Cairo 1945- pp. 75-188.
During which the second volume had been prepeared.
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INTRODUCTION

A)

The favorable reception given to my first work on Ibn ar-
Riwandi (1) has encouraged me to bring out not only the accumu-
lative Supplement to the original book(2), but the whole suggested
work on Ibn ar-Riwandi’s biographycal survey in the Modern-
Arabic References (3) also. But, when the manuscript of the pre-
sent volume had been handed over to Publisher in Spring of 1976,
I came to a conclusion that books on biographical surveys very
often give the impression that there is much new material as there
is unknown material in manuscripts or unedited printed matters.
Thus, the present volume, which is an incomplete biographical
survey, is followed by a second volume in which I have collected
the rest of Ibn ar-Riwandi’s biographical texts and notes in the
Modern-Arabic References that have not been consulted in the
firest volume,

B)

To show the objective of the present volume, I give below a
brief account of its contents:

(1) Ibn ar-Riwandi’s Kitab Fadihat al-Mu’tazilah, [ Analytical
Study of Ibn ar-Riwandi’s Method in his criticism of the
Rational Foundation of Polemics in Islam ], Ouiedat Edi-
tions, Beirut-Paris, 1975.

(2) History of Ibn ar-Rtwandi. the Heretic, Beirut 1975.

3) Ibidem, pp. 12,314
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