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“The Merinid State during the Tine of

Sul t an
Yousif Bin Yagoub The Meri nd”
685-706 A . H

1286- 1306 A. D
A Cultural Political Study

Abst r act

Morocco history has a distinctive status on the part of researches. It

attracted their attention and urged them to study it, because of the
historical affairs in it that are worth study and research, besides the role of
Rulers and Sultans and their great achievements in the Islamic western
land. Henceforth, it has been my wish to select a subject that tackles one
of Morocco rulers and his State due to the deficiency | found in the study
of the Merinid during Sultan Y ousif's time which lacks studying even in
journals. Thus, | found the subject important. The significance of the
subject lies in its being an illuminating page in our Arabic Islamic history
in the medieval ages in the far west Arab land and the role played by
Sultan Yousif in setting the columns of the Arab Islamic State in
Morocco politically and culturally.

| began studying the subject to uncover and observe the
characteristics of this State and the nature of general situations in that age
that witnessed political changes and serious transformations not in
Morocco only, but in the neighboring Islamic lands as well as.

| endeavored to encounter the subject after depending on the
Almighty God in spite of the many difficulties that accompanied the
process of gathering, especially the rarity of material and the disparity in
distance between the researcher and the land of the events.

The research has included an introduction and five chapters. In the

introduction the rise of the Merinid State with regard to the origin of Bani
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Merin, the rise of the State, their existence, their arrival at Morocco and
their political role until Sultan Y osif’s reign.

After the weakness of The Al-Mohads in a-'Ugaab battle (609
A.H./1212A.D.) and the division of Morocco into three City States. The
Hafsids in Tunisia, Banu Zaiyan in Telimsaan, Banu Marein in the far
west of Morocco, and Banu Al-Ahmar in Andalusia who settled down in
Granada and conformed the last Islamic Kingdom there. The fist chapter
has tackled the biography of Sultan Yosif until his reign of the Merinid
State in which his growth, his properties, his achievements before
reigning, his election and the causes of his death were shown.

As for the second chapter, it has included Sultan Y osif’s internal
and external relationships which were represented in the getting rid of the
outlaw persons, his conquests, his relationship with the 6asfids his
relationship with Banu Al-Ahmar, the Christian kingdoms in Spain the
Hafsids in Tunisia, the Mamluks in Egypt and the princes of Mecca. His
relationships uncovered the state disposition, and its distinction among
the states that they made good relationships with. They also uncovered
the endeavour to the continuation of those relationships.

The third chapter has tackledthe ruling system administration, the
military system in Morocco and the social religious life through Sultan
Yosif’s leadership of the state, his conforming of it by means of the
nomination of ministers, secretaries. Due to the extension of the country
and his conquests, Sultan Y osif appointed rules, judges, policemen, and
postmen, the thing that made the State administration settled down.

Besides, he depended on a military system that ensured the safety
of the State, and its power. We attempted to uncover the eminence of
army elements, its payments, its weapons, its land marine forces and the
other fields that were related to the subject besides the socia life by
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means of showing its elements, their roles and the religious side in his
age.

The fourth chapter has dealt with economic and architectural sides
through the tackling of the State payments the incomes, agriculture,
industry and trade. As for the agricultural side, Yousif ordered to
construct arches and lands fertilization. The industrial fields like war
industries, wood industries, and others. As for tread, the State had its
internal and external trade.

Finally, the fifth chapter tackled scientific fields and their progress
during the reign of Sultan Yousif by means of encompassing the most

brilliant scholars.
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