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PREFACE

The present manuscript was edited from the unique copy preserved
in the holdings of the National Library of the United Arab Republic
in Cairo (Dir al-Kutub). Originally the work was executed in sixteen
large volumes with a total of thirty parts of which ounly a few parts.
survive.

Owing to the significance of this important work for historians
and Hadith students, after careful consideration it was decided that
sufficient merit lies in the abridged version of 1bn al-Dimyidti to
encourage such editing as has been accomplished herein. While by no
means thorough, the comparing of biographies in this work with what
has appeared in other publications under reference throughout points
out the value of this Mustafid, at least from one important aspect: the
meticulous care with which the abridger sought to verify the reliability
of the transmitters and the various authorities from whom the informa-
tion was weaned. Indeed, Ibn al-Najjar seemed to have been much
more concerned with the veracity and reliability of his sources than
either Y4aqit or Ibn Khallikan, with whose works we have compared Ibn'
al-Najjar’s entries for the most part.

The other striking feature, a tribute to the judgement of the
abridger, is that nearly every one of the two hundred and eleven
biographies recorded in this study is of someone who has excelled in
the field of religious or literary studies. Hence, the Mustafad becomes.
a valuable companion to other works relaying the biographies of some
of the individuals covered herein. This is all the more conspicuousin
the poetry assembled, very little of it was found—except where the
author specifically points to such works as the Kharidah and the like—
elsewhere, most of which he heard himself.

I am grateful to Justice Sharfuddin Ahmed of the Daira
for his interest in publishing the surviving portions of the Dhayl
Ta'rikh Baghdad. I should also wish to express my gratitude to a
former student and colleague, Professor Nazir al-*‘Azmah of Portland
State University, for his valuable assistance in establishing some difficult
poetic passages. Of course he is not to be held responsible for what
might have inadvertently escaped me. The same applies to Fariiq
Mustafa and Waiid Ab@ Shira who assisted in copying portions of the
manuscript. ‘

University of Minnesota Cagsar E. Famau
Minneapalis
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