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J. B. PHILLIPS

THE GOSPEL OF
MATTHEW

Early tradition ascribed this Gospel io the apostle Matthew

bt scholars nowadays almost all reject this view.

The author, whom we still can conventently call Mattheu,
has plainly draun on the myslerious Q" which may have

been a collection of oral traditions. He has used Mark's
Gospel freely, though he has rearranged
1as instances used different words for what 1s plainly
the same story. The style is lucid, calm and “tidy". Matthew
wriles with a certain judiciousness as though he himsélf had
carefully digested his material and is convinced not only of sls
truth but of the divine pattern that lies behind the historic Sacts.

If Matthew wrote, as is now generally supposed, somewhere
between 85 and 9o, this Gospel's value as a Christian document
ts emormous. It is, s0 to speak, a _second gemeration view of
Jesus Christ the Som of God and the Som of Man. It is beimg
wrlen af that distance sn time from the great Event where sober
reflection and sturdy conviction can perhaps give a better bal
anced portrait of God's unique revelation of Himself than could
be given by those who were so close to the Light that they were
partly dazzled by st.
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