

Abstract

The period between (331-126 B.C) is regarded as the longest critical and exceptional period in the life of the people of Mesopotamia. It is a critical because it is a period of occupation and hegemony and exceptional because Mesopotamia is, for the first time in the history of Iraq, facing an invasion came from the European West through Greeks who invaded and controlled Mesopotamia completely, so our research is of a great importance because it focuses mainly on the nature and details this period. Alexander controlled Mesopotamia and when his successors came after him they divided it into many parts and it is distributed among them. Iraq was put under the control of the first Seleucis. In this period the Iraqi ancient civilization is mixed with the Geek’s so a new civilization appeared which is called the Hellenistic civilization. In spite of the difficulties we faced during the study we tried to highlight the nature of this period. Our study concentrated heavily on two important parts. The first one is political and we talked about the reasons of the Greek invasion of Mesopotamia and the future of the Alexander Empire after his death and the importance of Babylon and its role with regard Greeks. The second one is cultural and we talked in some details about the ways of transforming the civilization of the ancient Iraq to Greeks and its influence in the in the fields of sciences, knowledge and humanities. At the same time we made clear the influences of the Hellenic civilization on Mesopotamia one. According to what has been mentioned so far we can came with important conclusions.

1- The Greek invasion is a first stage of continuous Western Invasion on Mesopotamia in the current time.

2- The conflict between the East and West is cultural and all cultural meanings are embodied on it.

3-  The ambitions of the colonial West in the rich East represents a continuous phenomenon during the history and the start of its services may be with the advent of Greek invasion.

4- When the Western countries face bad domestic circumstances or critical economical crises they try to come to the East and make it their vital space and Alexander made use of this.

5- After the death of Alexander, Mesopotamia became a fierce battlefield among his three leaders about the distribution the influence areas.

6- The Hellenistic stage resulted in mixing the eastern civilization with the Western’s specially the Mesopotamia one.

7- The Mesopotamia civilization influenced greatly the Greek one and this includes different fields specially sciences, knowledge and humanities and vice versa.                          
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