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The Relations 1ip between Education and National Security
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Mohammed Al-Khoteeb

Professor. and' Dean of the College of Education, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. There exists a strong bond between the individal citizens’ level of education and the sense
of national security in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The late King Abdulaziz, founder of present day
Saudi Arabia, had a clear vi:ion of the extent of this relationship as early as A.H. 1343/1922.

The grass-roots of this mutual relation, that links education with sociopolitica) stability, go back
in history to the emergence »f the First Saudi State which was founded on the principles of Islamic
reform led by Sheikh Moh: med bin Abdulwahab and supported by Imam Mohamed bin Saud . A
basic concept supported by his Imam, was that upholding the genuine version of the Islamic teach-
ings is essential to gain victc ry and realize peace and stability both within and outside the boundaries
of the state.

Given this situation, t iis study was prepared to commemorate the centennial of the foundation
of the Kingdom and to elur idate the relationship between Saudi efforts in education and national
peace and stability in Saudi Arabia . This endeavor also includes delineating the impact of education
on national security in Sauci Arabia as well as presenting the practical conceptualization of linking
national security plans with the development of education in the country .

The methodology of t 1e study is descriptive in nature; the researcher treated the subject at hand
through a discussion of edu *ational concepts and scholarly writings related to education and social
stability, with emphasis on t.ie Kingdom . Other educational areas that are associated with the subject
include political education, :conomic education, social education, and military education . Detailed
speculation about the future relationship between education and national stability in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia is also present:d.
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The Actual Practice of Assessment and the Importance
of Using It in the Area of Social Skills Training

Abdullah M. Alwabli

Associate Professor, Department of Special Education, College of Education,

King Saud Universiry, Riyadh. Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The purpose of this study is to investigate the extent to which social education teachers in
institutions of mental retardation in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, use assessment procedures in the area of
social skill training for mentally retarded students. It also aims to determine the importance of using
these procedures in the same area from the perspective of female and male teachers who have been
chosen according to certain conditions, and who number 117 persons.

The study questions were formed in light of the study’s two objectives, and the results showed
that the trends of teachers towards using assessment procedures in the area of social skills training for
mentally retarded students do not rise to the level of importance necessary for applying assessment
procedures in this area, That is why the sample’s answers came within the estimation of (sometimes).
Even if there are differences in the level of usage which lean towards the female teacher and those of
lengthy experiences the extent of usage stays within its lowest limitations. The study results also
show that teachers felt the importance and necessity of using assessment procedures in the area of
social skills training for mentally retarded students, although there are some differences in this sense
which favor female teachers and those of lengthy experience, but still this does not decrease this
importance in its general picture. Rather, it increases its importance and the extent of the need to use
it for confronting behavior problems whi “h result from the lack of training process association in the
area of social skills training with assessn =nt procedures.
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Elementary School Principal Training Needs as Seen
by Elementary School Principals in Al-Hassa

Abdulla A. Al-Sahlawi

Assoctate Professor , Department of Educational Administration ,
College of Education , King Faisal University , Al-Hassa, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This study was conducted to investigate the perceptions of elementary school principals in
Al-Hassa toward the training needs of ¢elementary school principals . A random sample of 67 princi-
pals participated in the study. It was found that the ten training needs most necessary for elementary
school principals are: 1- developing decision - making skills; 2- having knowledge of how to evaluate
teachers and other school employees; 3- being acquainted with the rules and laws governing public
education; 4- having information about modem technology in school administration; 5- recognizing
students’ problems and how to solve them; 6- understanding teaching methods; 7- developing admin-
istrative ethics; 8- understanding the nature of human relations and team work; 9- having knowledge
of how to form school councils; 10-having knowledge of how to initiate effective change. At the end
of the study the researcher offered some suggestions to improve training programs for school princi-
pals.
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Methods and Evaluation Tools Commonly Used by Islamic
Studies Teachers of Basic and Secondary Stages in Jordan

Majed Al-Jallad

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Curriculum and Instruction, Faculty of Education
and Fine Arts, Yarmouk University, {rbid, Jordan

Abstract. This study aimed at the identification of the methods and evaluation tools
commonly used by Islamic Studies teachers of the basic and secondary stages in Jordan in
the light of the variables of sex, academic qualification, and experience. The sample
consisted of 143 male and female teachers of Islamic Studies, selected randomly. Their
perceptions were elicited by a questionnaire especially designed by the researcher which
comprised 33 items distributed over six dimensions.

The main findings of the present study showed that the first dimension, using
behaviora! objectives in the evaluation of the students’ achievement in the different
Islamic Studies disciplines, had obtained the highest means, while the third dimension,
using the evaluation tools for assessing the affective domain obtained the lowest means.
The analysis demonstrated no significant effects in favor of the variables of sex and
academic qualification on the level of teachers’ use of the methods and evaluation tools
stated in the study instrument. On the other hand, the findings showed significant
differences between the teachers’ means for the implementation degree due to experience
and in favor of long experienced teachers.
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The Effect of Housing Environmental Factors
on Students’ Academic Achievement

Adnan Atoum#* and Abed Al-Nasr Al-Jarrah**

*Professor, and **Instrucior,
Lept. of Counseling and Educational Psychology.
Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan

Abstract. The present study aimed at investigating the effect of several housing environmental fac-
tors on students’ achievement and to identify students' perceptions of the most significant housing
and environmental factors that influence their achievement. To achjeve these goals, a sample of 239
university students was chosen, and an instrument was developed to collect information about stu-
dents' housing and environmental factors and other demographical variables. Results revealed that
the availability of a private bedroom, private studyroom, and home library were significant housing
and environmental factors that affected students' achievement. Also, results revealed that the avail-
ability of television has a negative effect on achievement for students living in dormitories only.
Furthermore, students believed that the availability of a private studyroom, a private bedroom, a
home library, good lighting,a computer, and a home garden were the factors most influencing their
achievement, in that order.
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The Extent of the Acquisition of Geography Teachers of the Concepts
and Skills Found in the First-Secondary Economic Geography
Textbook in Jordan

Ibrahim Al-Qaoud* and Muhammad Subeihi**
*4ssociate Professor, Dept. of Curricula and Instruction,
College of Education, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan, and
**Educational Supervisor, Al-Koora Educational Directorate,
Jordan

Abstract. This study aimed at answering the following questions:

1- To what extent did geography teachers acquire the concepts and skills found in the economic
geopraphy textbook? The following two sub-questions were also discussed: )

a- [s there a statistically significant difference related to sex between the acquisition of geography

teachers of the concepts and skills of economic geography and the educationally - accepted

standard?
b- Is there a statistically significant difference related to teaching experience between the

acquisition of geography teachers of the concepts and skills of economic geography and the
educationally - accepted standard?

2- Are there any statistically significant differences related to sex and teaching experience and their
interaction in the teachers’ acquisition of the concepts and skills of economic geography?

3- The population of the study was all the female and male teachers in Al-Koora, Bani Kenana and
Irbid First districts (N=118} Selected sample of 30 males and females were randomly selected.

The study used a sixty-item achievement test to measure the extent of acquisition of these concept and
skills, and the results of the statistical analysis were as follows:

1- The acquisition of geography teachers of the concept and skills of economic geography is below the
educationally-accepted standard (75%) for males, females and teachers with a long or short teaching

experience.

2- There are no statistically significant differences due to sex . teaching experience and their
interaction in the acquisition of these concepts and skills.
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School Principals' Views of the Effects of Training Programs
on Their Job Performance

Amel S. Al-Shaman
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Education
Administrator, College of Education, King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The purpose of this study is to determine the effects of training programs on
the job performance of school principals according to their own assessment. [t covers
ninety skills, distributed among seven subjects.

The sample of respondents was composed of school principals in the city of
Tabuk. Among the principals of boys' schools, 33 respondents were from primary, 12
from intermediate, and 8 from secondary schools. The principals of girls' schools
included 35 from primary, 19 from intermediate and 12 from secondary schools. The
most important findings of the study are the following:

1- The majority of respondents did not take training courses before being
appointed as principals. The majority of those who received training during the course of
their work received only one course.

2- The majority of respondents stated that among the factors that motivated them
to enroll was the desire to expand their knowledge of administration, whereas job
incentives were a second factor. Avoiding the hardships of work was not a motivation
for enrollment.

The most important recornmendations arising from the study are:

1- Training programs to prepare schools principals before and during their service
should be re-evaluated so as to reflect the goals and strategies of the programs as well as
the needs of the recipients.

2- The priorities of training needs and the principals’ views should be taken into
consideration in the course of planning the training programs, and not only the opinions
of experts.

3- Enrollment in a course in school administration, and completion of that course,
should be among the basic conditions for the appointment of school principals.
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Common Practices in School Counseling and Their Relationships
with the Academic Major, Educational Stage and Professional
Experience of the Counselors.

Fahed Abdullah Ali Adileym

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Psychology, College of Fducation,
King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: This study was designed to explore the nature of school counseling practices. It also aimed at
revealing the relationship between those practices and the academic specialty, educational stage and
professional experience of the school counselors. The sample of two hundred and fourteen counselors
represents some schools in the city of Riyadh. A 32 item questionnaire was employed and descriptive and
inferential statistics were used to analyze the data collected. Significant statistical differences were found
between counselors majoring in psychology and social work and those counselors with other majors. Some
recemmendations were suggested regarding the improvement of school counseling work.
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Comprehensive Aspects From al-Hafiz Abu Hatim al-Razi’s Approach

Abdullah Marhoul Al-Sawalimah

Associate Professor. Dept. of Islamic Studies, College of Education.
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This research deals with a subject of Hadith (Islamic tradition) science and an attempt to
study the approach of al-Hafiz Abu Hatim al Razi in criticism and evaluation of narrators. Authentic
general features are treated for the purpose of understanding the basic particulars which characterize
the scholar’s methodology.

In this research, some thirteen comprehensive aspects were mentioned in addition to support-
ing views, with applications, from the sayings of al-Hafiz Abu Hatim, regarding narrators. I also
mentioned some rare idioms which had been used and other terms, which seemed unclear to us, in
order to clarify broad meaning and understand its semantic implications. This was preceded by an
introduction about Imam al-Hafiz Abu Hatim: his name, origins, search for knowledge, famous teach-
ers (shaikhs) and students, his trips, scholars’ views about him, and his scholarly contribution and
standing among Imams and Hadith narration critics.
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Joy: A Quranic Edocational Study

Zaid Omar Abdallah

Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, College of Education,

King Saud University. Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This study deals with joy in the light of the Quran and injcations of the verses and their
guides, with reference to humanistic studies. Man is created with emotions, and joy is one of these
emotions. Man by his nature is unbalanced towards these emotions, thus Islam cares to control them
and direct them to do their positive role in man's life. The study shows that there are three kinds of joy.
First, that which is desired; it deals with religious matters, it has good forms, and its effects are posi-
tive. Second, that which is dispraised; it comes from misled groups that are Jewish, hypocrite, unbe-
liever, and inferior. The researcher showed many examples of this kind and explained their negative
effects. Third, that which is {egitimate; it is harmonized with the normal human being. The researcher
mentioned that caution should be exercised concerning this kind becuase leniency in its regard may
lead to undesirable results. The researcher concluded that the Quran has a distinct manner in dealing
with emotions in terms of ruling, controlling, and guiding. There are some common factors between
the Quran and claims of some philosophical schools and psychology about the matter. This study is
considered an aplied trial for objective explanation.
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