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The Oxford Classical Dictionary, 3rd edn., edited by Simon Hornblower
and Antony Spawforth (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press,
2003) provides an excellent single-volume encyclopaedia of the classical
world.

Herodotus’s work can be read in many good English translations. The
Histories also appears in the Loeb Classical Library series in four volumes,
with Greek text on the left and English translation by A. D. Godley on the
right (Cambridge, MA, and London, 1920-5).

An enormous amount has been written on Herodotus in English alone.
I list here some books and articles that I think would deepen readers’ un-
derstanding of Herodotus and his times. Inevitably, some of these works
contain a bit of Greek, sometimes in Greek font and sometimes transliter-

ated, but they can nonetheless be read with profit by the Greekless reader.

o pasg Gigagpd Jog Ol (e Gile goae
Egbert J. Bakker, Irene J. F. De Jong, and Hans Van Wees, Brill’s Companion
to Herodotus (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2002).
Deborah Boedeker (ed.), ‘Herodotus and the Invention of History’,
Arethusa, 20, nos. 1-2 (1987).
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Carolyn Dewald and John Marincola (eds.), The Cambridge Companion to
Herodotus (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006).

Nino Luraghi (ed.), The Historian’s Craft in the Age of Herodotus (Oxford
and New York: Oxford University Press, 2001).
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Wolfgang Aly, Volksmdirchen, Sage und Novelle bei Herodot und seinen
Zeitgenossen (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht, reprint 1969).

W. M. Bloomer, ‘The Superlative Nomoi of Herodotus’s Histories’, Classical
Antiquity, 12 (1993): 30-50.

Carolyn Dewald, ‘Women and Culture in Herodotus’ Histories', in
Reflections of Women in Antiquity, ed. Helene P. Foley (New York,
London, and Paris: Gordon and Breach Science Publishers, 1981), pp.
91-125.

J. A. S. Evans, Herodotus, Explorer of the Past: Three Essays (Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 1991).

Stewart Flory, The Archaic Smile of Herodotus (Detroit, MI: Wayne State
University Press, 1987).

Charles Fornara, Herodotus: An Interpretive Essay (Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1971).

John Gould, Herodotus (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1989).

Francois Hartog, The Mirror of Herodotus: The Representation of the Other
in the Writing of History, tr. Janet Lloyd (Berkeley and Los Angeles:
University of California Press, 1988).

Simon Hornblower (ed.), Greek Historiography (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1994).

Virginia Hunter, Past and Process in Herodotus and Thucydides (Princeton,
NJ: Princeton University Press, 1982).
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Henry Immerwahr, Form and Thought in Herodotus (Cleveland: The Press
of Western Reserve University, published for the American Philolog-
ical Association, Chapel Hill, NC, 1966).

Leslie Kurke, Coins, Bodies, Games, and Gold: The Politics of Meaning in
Archaic Greece (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1999).
Mabel L. Lang, Herodotean Narrative and Discourse (Cambridge, MA: Har-

vard University Press, 1984).

Donald Lateiner, The Historical Method of Herodotus (Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, 1989).

Richmond Lattimore, ‘The Wise Advisor in Herodotus’, Classical Philology,
34 (1939): 24-39.

John Marincola, Greek Historians (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001).

Rosaria Vignolo Munson, Telling Wonders: Ethnographic and Political
Discourse in the Work of Herodotus (Ann Arbor, MI: University of
Michigan Press, 2001).

Christopher Pelling, ‘East Is East and West Is West—Or Are They? National
Stereotypes in Herodotus’, http://www.dur.ac.uk/Classics/histos/
1997 /pelling.html. (accessed 18 January 2011).

James Redfield, ‘Herodotus the Tourist’, Classical Philology, 80 (1985): 97—
118.

M. Rosellini and S. Said, ‘Usage de femmes et autres nomoi chez les
“Sauvages” d’Hérodote. Essai de lecture structurale’, Annali della
Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa, Classe di Lettere e Filosofia, 3rd se-
ries, 8 (1978): 849-1005.

Gordon S. Shrimpton, History and Memory in Ancient Greece, with an ap-
pendix on Herodotus’s sources by G. S. Shrimpton and K. M. Gillis
(Montreal and Buffalo, New York: McGill-Queen’s University Press,
1997).
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Rosalind Thomas, Herodotus in Context: Ethnography, Science, and the Art
of Persuasion (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002).

K. H. Waters, Herodotus the Historian: His Problems, Method, and
Originality (Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1985).

Stephanie West, ‘The Scythian Ultimatum (Herodotus IV 131-132),
Journal of Hellenic Studies, 108 (1988): 207—11.
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A great deal has been written on the historical accuracy of Herodotus’s
writings. The two most combative books are by Fehling (against) and
Pritchett (for):

Detlev Fehling, Herodotus and His ‘Sources’: Citation, Invention, and
Narrative Art, tr. J. G. Howie (Liverpool: Francis Cairns, 1988).

W. Kendrick Pritchett, The Liar School of Herodotos (Amsterdam: J. C.
Gieben, 1993).
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Richard Billows, Marathon: The Battle that Changed Western Civilization
(New York: Overlook Press, 2010).

A. R. Burn, Persia and the Greeks: The Defence of the West, c. 546-478 BC,
2nd edn., with a postscript by D. M. Lewis (Stanford, CA: Stanford
University Press, 1984).

Paul Cartledge, Thermopylae: The Battle that Changed the World (Wood-
stock and New York: Vintage and Overlook Press, 2006).

J. M. Cook, The Persian Empire (London: J. M. Dent, 1983).

Peter Green, Xerxes at Salamis (also released as The Year of Salamis) (New
York and London: Praeger, 1970).
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Charles Hignett, Xerxes’ Invasion of Greece (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1963).

Barry Strauss, The Battle of Salamis: The Naval Encounter that Saved
Greece—and Western Civilization (New York and London: Simon and
Schuster, 2004).
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Paul Cartledge, The Spartans: The World of the Warrior-Heroes of Ancient
Greece, from Utopia to Crisis and Collapse (Woodstock, New York:
Overlook Press, 2003).

Robert Drews, The Greek Accounts of Eastern History (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1973).

Victor Ehrenberg, From Solon to Socrates: Greek History and Civilization
during the Sixth and Fifth Centuries BC, 2nd edn. (London and New
York: Routledge, 2004).

Christopher Gill and T. P. Wiseman (eds.), Lies and Fiction in the Ancient
World (Exeter: University of Exeter Press, 1993).

G. E. R. Lloyd, The Ambitions of Curiosity: Understanding the World in
Ancient Greece and China (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2002).

Sarah Pomeroy, Stanley Burstein, Walter Donlan, and Jennifer Roberts,
Ancient Greece: A Political, Social, and Cultural History, 2nd edn. (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2008).

James Romm, The Edges of the Earth in Ancient Thought (Princeton, NJ:

Princeton University Press, 1994).
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Ryszard Kapuscinski, Travels with Herodotus (New York: Alfred Knopf,
2007).

Justin Marozzi, The Way of Herodotus: Travels with the Man Who Invented
History (New York: Da Capo, 2008).

Michael Ondaatje, The English Patient: A Novel (Toronto: McClelland and
Stewart, 1992).
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