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(1) Gregory Flaxman opens his introduction to The Brain is the Screen
with this sentence, taken from the third page of Deleuze’s first Cinema
book. I open my own study with it as a blessing and as an apology for con-
centrating on the years 1938-68, cinema’s middle years, when its strength
was most definitely assured and when it came to interrogate what must
have appeared to be its destiny.

(2) Edgar Morin, The Cinema, or the Imaginary Man (Minneapolis: Uni-
versity of Minnesota Press, 2005), pp. 47—83.

(3) André Malraux, “Sketch for a Psychology of Cinema,”Verve, 8
(1940); anthologized in Suzanne Langer (ed.), Reflec tionson on Art (Ox-
ford: Oxford University Press, 1958).

(4) Gilles Deleuze, Cinema I: The Movement Image (Minneapolis: Uni-

versity of Minnesota Press, 1986), pp. 1-3.
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(5) Siegfried Zielinski, Audiovisions: Cinema and Television as
Entr’actes in History (Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 1999).

(6) Sean Cubitt, The Cinema Effect (Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press,
2004).

(7) Lev Manovich, “To Lie and To Act: Cinema and Telepresence,” in
Thomas Elsaesser and K. Hoffmann (eds.), Cinema Futures: Cain, Abel or
Cable?: The Screen Arts in the Digital Age (Amsterdam: Amsterdam Uni-
versity Press, 1998), pp. 189-99.

(8) Jean-Louis Comolli, “Machines of the Visible,” in Gerald Mast and
Marshall Cohen (eds.), Film Theory and Criticism, 3rd edn (New York: Ox-
ford University Press, 1985), pp. 741-60.

(9) Jacques Aumont, Le Cinéma et la mise en scéne (Paris: Armand
Colin, 2006), p. 73.

(10) Alan Williams, The Republic of Images (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1992).

(11) Rémi Fournier Lanzoni, French Cinema from its Beginnings to the
Present New York: Continuum, 2002).

(12) Amélie press Kit.

(13) James Lastra, Sound Technology and the American Cinema (New

York: Columbia University Press, 2000), pp. 13-14.
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(1) It’s not unthinkable. See Nadia Bozak, “The Disposable Camera: Im-

age, Energy, Environment,” Ph.D. dissertation, Toronto University, 2008.

Bozak alerts us to the material costs involved in an industry based on
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nineteenth century machinery, including intractable problems of refuse,
as thousands of cans of 35mm prints must be disposed of each week. This
problem does not evaporate with digital cameras, for enormous amounts
of energy go into producing electronic circuitry, and their ubiquity adds up
to a significant amount of metal and plastic. Moreover, they are dumped
or recycled when more advanced models come out. Camera-less cinema
may someday be a necessity.

(2) Sean Cubitt, The Cinema Effect (Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press,
2004), p. 97.

(3) Philip Rosen, “Old and New: Image, Indexicality, and Historicity in
the Digital Utopia” in his Changed Mummiified: Cinema, Historicity, Theory
(Minneapolis: Minnesota University Press, 2001). Thomas Elsaesser, “Dig-
ital Cinema: Delivery, Event, Time,” in Thomas Elsaesser and K. Hoffmann
(eds.), Cinema Futures: Cain, Abel or Cable?: The Screen Arts in the Digital
Age (Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 1998), pp. 201-22.

(4) For a full discussion of this issue, see Louis-Georges Schwartz,
Mechanical Witness: A History of Motion Picture Evidence in U.S. Courts.
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2009).

(5) Seung-hoon Jeong and Dudley Andrew, “Grizzly Ghost: Herzog,
Bazin, and the Cinematic Animal,” Screen, 49(1) (2008), pp. 1-12.

(6) Serge Daney, L’Exercise a été profitable, monsieur (Paris: POL, 1993),
p- 301.

(7) Jean-Pierre Geuens, “The Digital World Picture,” Film Quarterly, 55
(4) (2002), pp. 19-30.

(8) Hervé Joubert-Laurencin gave me this term, meant to evoke the
difference between Bergson’s philosophy and Bergsonism, the popular-
ization of his views.

(9) Eric Rohmer, The Taste for Beauty (Cambridge: Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 1989), pp. 40—53.
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(10) André Bazin, What is Cinema? (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1967), p. 24.

(11) Serge Daney, “André Bazin,” in Cahiers Critique (Paris: Cahiers du
cinéma, 1986), p. 174. Originally published August 19, 1983.

(12) André Bazin, “The Ontology of the Photographic Image,” in What
is Cinema?, p. 14.

(13) André Bazin, in Radio-cinéma-télévision, no. 275 (April 24, 1955),
reviewing Naufragé volontaire by Alain Bombard.

(14) Hervé Joubert-Laurencin, “Le Tombeau d’André Bazin,” lecture
delivered in Caen, France, May 1998.

(15) See my “Foreword” to What is Cinema? 1 (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 2004 edn).

(16) André Bazin, “La Technique de Citizen Kane,” Les Temps
modernes, 11(17) (1947), p. 945.

(17) Jean-Paul Sartre, L’Imaginaire (Paris: Gallimard, 1940); translated
as Psychology of the Imagination (Secaucus, NJ: Citadel Press, 1961).

(18) Roland Barthes, Camera Lucida (New York: Noonday, 1981). I err
in my “Foreword” to What is Cinema? 1, in saying that Barthes fails to cite
Bazin. In fact Bazin is mentioned on page 55. Joubert-Laurencin feels that
Bazin is made to haunt Barthes’ entire text by appearing fugitively in this
single instant. I disagree, since the citation concerns the screen as mask,
not the “ontology of the image,” which Barthes writes about as though he
were the first to conceive it.

(19) Bazin, “Ontology of the Photographic Image,” p. 14.

(20) Sartre, Psychology of the Imagination, pp. 27 and 30. In Bazin’s
1940 L’Imaginaire, the pages are 35 and 37.

(21) Bazin, “Ontology of the Photographic Image,” p. 10.

(22) Sartre, Psychology of Imagination, p. 32; p. 39 in the French.

(23) Bazin, “Cinema and Exploration,” in What is Cinema?, p. 162.
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(24) See Dudley Andrew, André Bazin (New York: Columbia University
Press, 1990), p. 58.

(25) In Critique, 7 (December 1946).

(26) This footnote appears in the French but not in the English edition
of Verve, which were published simultaneously in summer 1940. Hence
it does not appear in the English translation available in Susanne Langer
(ed.), Reflections on Art: A Source Book of Writings by Artists, Critics, and
Philosophers (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins Press, 1958).

(27) Joubert-Laurencin imagines Bazin and Benjamin working side by
side at the Bibliothéque nationale de France in 1938, where both were
in fact pursuing research on Baudelaire. Might the BnF archives contain
call slips from 1938 proving that they read the same books, perhaps on
the same day? An excellent essay speculates on this relationship: Mon-
ica Dall’Asta, “From Benjamin to Bazin, Beyond the Image, the Aura of the
Event,” in Dudley Andrew, ed., Opening Bazin (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2010).

(28) Margaret Cohen, Profane Illuminations: Walter Benjamin and the
Paris of the Surrealist Revolution (Berkeley: University of California Press,
1993). See also Dudley Andrew and Steven Ungar, Popular Front Paris and
the Poetics of Culture (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2005),
pPp. 358—-67.

(29) The photograph of the oven that Bazin probably had in mind is re-
produced in an aptly titled book by Robin Walz, Pulp Surrealism (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2000), p. 99.

(30) Bazin, “Ontology of the Photographic Image,” in What is Cinema?
translated by Timothy Barnard (Montreal: Caboose Press, 2009), pp. 9-10.
Barnard’s translation here and often is closer to Bazin’s original than is the

standard edition translated by Hugh Gray.
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(31) Bazin, “Theater and Cinema,” from What is Cinema? II (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1967), p. 97.

(32) Louis-Georges Schwartz, “Deconstruction Avant La Lettre:
Jacques Derrida before André Bazin,” in Andrew, ed., Opening Bazin.

(33) See Marie-José Mondzain, “Can Images Kill?” Critical Inquiry,
36(1) (2009). Mondzain distinguishes between incarnation and incorpora-
tion. The former takes on the outer appearance of an absent thing, whereas
the latter actually is fused to what it represents. Christ’s image pictured
in an icon incarnates Him without His being there; but for the believer He
is incorporated in and as the Eucharist, which is no longer a sign but the
Person Himself.

(34) For an inventory of, and brilliant meditation on, the interplay
of photographs and films, see Garrett Stewart, Between Film and Screen:
Modernism’s Photosynthesis (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999).

(35) Serge Daney, “Falling out of Love,” Sight and Sound, 2(3) (1992),
pp- 14-16.

(36) Raoul Coutard, Interview with the author, February 27, 2003, New
Haven.

(37) Christian Keathley adapts this concept from Wolfgang Schivel-
bush’s Railway Journey (New York: Urizen, 1979) in Cinephilia and History,
or The Wind in the Trees (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2006).

(38) Sight and Sound, October 2001, p. 23.

(39) Truffaut used contradiction strategically. See, for example, his Le
Cinéma selon Francois Truffaut (Paris: Flammarion, 1988), pp. 151 and 167.

(40) Jean Renoir, Renoir My Father (Boston: Little, Brown, 1962), p. 6.

(41) André Bazin, Jean Renoir (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1973),
p. 87.

(42) Charles Tesson, “Lara contre Amélie,” Cahiers du cinéma, July-
August 2001, p. 4.
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(43) Both Jeunet and his cameraman Bruno Debonnet insist on the
priority of the storyboard in “The Look of Amélie,” featurette, disc two of
DVD, Amélie (zone 1 version only).

(44) Anne Gillain, “The Script of Delinquency: Les 400 Coups,” in Susan
Hayward and G. Vincendeau (eds.), French Film: Texts and Contexts (Lon-
don: Routledge, 2000).

(45) Luc Moullet, “Sur les Brisées de Marlowe,” Cahiers du cinéma, 93
(March 1959). Often attributed to Godard, this celebrated sentence was
used by Antoine de Baecque as a title for a chapter on New Wave politics
and aesthetics in Cinéphilie, Invention d’un regard, histoire d’une culture,
1944-1968 (Paris: Fayard, 2003).

(46) Serge Daney, Postcards from the Cinema (Oxford: Berg Press,
2007), pp. 17-18. Actually, Daney recounts not his observation but Jacques

Rivette’s description of this “abject” camera movement.
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(1) André Bazin, “Ontology of the Photographic Image,” in the new
translation by Timothy Barnard, What is Cinema? (Montreal: Caboose,
2009), p. 8.

(2) Both Bazin and Morin mention the cave paintings at Lascaux as the
first evidence we have that humans thought magically about images. The
Portrait of Dorian Gray indicates that painting in our culture no longer
is taken to be an actual double, though voodoo figures and other reli-
gious icons certainly qualify. Photography is the magical image in which
the modern era believes.

(3) He was shocked “in the spring of 1949” by the image of com-
munists “executed in Shanghai with a revolver on the public square.” See
“Death Every Afternoon,” in I. Margulies, Rites of Realism (Durham, NC:
Duke University Press, 2002), p. 30.
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(4) André Bazin, “Cinematic Realism and the Italian School of the
Liberation,” What is Cinema? Volume II (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1971), p. 24.

(5) Ibid., p. 25.

(6) This point was well made and well defended by Adam Rosadiuk
in a symposium at Concordia University in Montreal, organized by Martin
Lefebvre, March 2005.

(7) André Malraux, “Sketch for a Psychology of The Cinema,” Verve, 8
(June 1940); reprinted in Suzanne Langer (ed.), Reflections on Art (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1968 [1958]), section two.

(8) André Bazin, “On Why We Fight”; History, Documentation, and the
Newsreel” in Bert Cardullo (ed.), Bazin at Work: Essays and Reviews from
the Forties and Fifties (London: Routledge), p. 190. The translators render
Bazin’s term “montage” as “editing.” It would have been more apt if left as
“montage.”

(9) André Bazin, Qu’est-ce que le cinema? tome 1 (Paris: Cerf, 1958),
p. 41.

(10) See the extensive notes on “Découpage,

editing,” and other
terms that Timothy Barnard supplies for his translation of What is Cinema?
(Montreal: Caboose, 2009), esp. pp. 251-6, 261—-81, and 286—8. Barnard re-
minds us that there is a reason we retain French terms like “montage” and
“mise en scene” in English, for they are slippery and have led translators
to deliver key concepts inconsistently, even contradictorily.

(11) André Bazin, “Découpage,” Catalog of the Venice Film Festival,
1951 (French version). The Italian version carries the title “Il Montagio.”

(12) The Greek term “diegesis” was employed first by esthetician Eti-
enne Souriau in 1951. See Alain Boillat, “La diégése dans son acception
filmologique,” Cinémas (Montreal), 19 (2-3) (2009), pp. 217-45.
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(13) Roger Leenhardt, note 4 to his “Cinematic Rhythm,” in Richard
Abel, French Film Theory and Criticism: A History/Anthology, 1907-19309,
vol. II (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1988), p. 205; originally
published in Esprit, January 1936.

(14) Leenhardt, “Cinematic Rhythm,” p. 203.

(15) Leenhardt, Les Yeux ouverts (Paris: Editions du Seuil, 1979),
p- 79. His articles appeared in 1935-6 in Esprit under the heading “The
Little School of the Spectator.”

(16) Leenhardt Les Yeux ouverts (Paris: Editions du Seuil, 1979), p. 76.

(17) André Bazin, “Roger Leenhardt: Les Dernieres Vacances,” in Le
Cinéma francais de la liberation a la nouvelle vague (1945-1958) (Paris:
Editions des Cahiers du Cinéma, 1983), pp. 149-50.

(18) Leenhardt, “Cinematic Rhythm,” p. 201.

(19) Leenhardt, “La Photo,” in Chroniques du Cinéma (Paris: Editions
de I'Etoile, 1986), p. 45.

(20) Leenhardt, Les Yeux ouverts, p. 80.

(21) Leenhardt, Les Yeux ouverts, p. 80.

(22) Leenhardt, Les Yeux ouverts, pp. 68-9.

(23) Leenhardt, “Cinematic Rhythm,” p. 204.

(24) André Malraux, “Preface” to Andrée Viollis, Indochine S.0.S. (Paris:
Editions du Seuil, 1934).

(25) Leenhardt, “Cinematic Rhythm,” p. 204.

(26) In his long review of Malraux’ Espoir, Bazin questions the use of
ellipsis in film. See Cinema of the Occupation and Resistance (New York:
Ungar Press, 1981), pp. 146—54.

(27) Godard thematized this in Histoire(s) du cinéma when he included
the anecdote about Ernst Opik, “an astronomer who in 1932 calculated

that over half the mass of the solar system has gone missing. From the
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movement of what was visible, Opik hypothesized the existence of a vast
cloud (the Ort Cloud) ... the unseen back side of the planets, so to speak.”

(28) Hervé Joubert-Laurencin calculates that 8 of the 18 essays col-
lected in the first volume of his assembled writing (“Ontologie et Langage”)
concern documentary, whereas in his overall oeuvre they make up but 4
percent. Colloque “les écrans documentaries,” Université de Paris 7—Denis
Diderot, November 1997.

(29) Robert Kolker in The Altering Eye: Contemporary International
Cinema (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983), Giorgio di Vincente in Il
Concetto di modernita nel cinema (Parma: Patriche editrice, 1993) and Gilles
Deleuze in Cinéma II: L'Image-temps (Paris: Editions de Minuit, 1985),
would make the same claim in the era of academic film criticism.

(30) André Bazin, “An Aesthetic of Reality: Neorealism and the Italian
School of the Liberation,” in What is Cinema? Volume II, p. 33.

(31) Bazin, “An Aesthetic of Reality,” p. 29.

(32) John Weiss, “An Innocent Eye? The Career and Documentary
Vision of Georges Rouquier up to 1945,” Cinema Journal, 20(2) (1981),
Pp. 55—7.

(33) Pierre Sorlin, “Stop the Rural Exodus,” Historical Journal of Film,
Radio, and TV, 18(2) (1988), p. 193.

(34) André Bazin, “Farrebique or the Paradox of Realism,” in Bazin at
Work (London: Routledge, 1998), p. 106.

(35) Bazin, What is Cinema? Volume II, p. 29.

(36) A good example is in Bazin’s “Defense of Rossellini,” in What is
Cinema? Volume II, p. 98.

(37) For a brilliant analysis of Bazin’s treatment of this scene, see
Alain Chevrier, “Realism, Surrealism, Neorealism,” in Dudley Andrew (ed.),

Opening Bazin (New York: Oxford University Press, 2010).
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(38) Bazin references Vigo’s film and his claim for a “documented
point of view” in a review of Chris Marker’s Letter from Siberia (1956), in
Le Cinéma francais de la liberation a la nouvelle vague, p. 180. See Steven
Ungar, “‘Radical Ambitions’: Bazin’s Questions to and from Documentary,”
in Andrew (ed.), Opening Bazin.

(39) Hervé Joubert-Laurencin, “Tombeau d’André Bazin,” Imagens,
XXX, Sao Paulo, p. 11.

(40) Joubert-Laurencin measures the difference between the 1944 and
1958 formulations in his “Document de synthése,” prepared for his Habil-
itation at the Université de Paris I, December 2004, p. 10. Bazin’s softer
1958 version we are all familiar with reads as follows: “Le cinema apparait
comme 'achévement dans le temps de I'objectivité photographique.”

(41) Daney, L’Exercise a été profitable, monsieur (Paris: POL, 1993), 22,
cited in Joubert-Laurencin, “Document du synthese,” p. 48.

(42) Bazin, “Defense of Rossellini,” p. 101.

(43) Bazin, “Defense of Rossellini,” p. 100. He uses the term “facts”
frequently in discussing neorealism. See, for instance, What is Cinema?
Volume II, pp. 35 and 77.

(44) Jacques Rivette, “Letter on Rossellini,” in Jim Hillier (ed.), Cahiers
du cinéma, vol. 1, 1950s: Neorealism, Hollywood, New Wave (London: Rout-
ledge and Kegan Paul, 1985), pp. 192-3.

(45) “Interview with Rossellini” by Fereydoun Hoveyda and Jacques
Rivette in Cahiers du cinéma, April 1959. One “thing” that “was there” dur-
ing the shooting of Voyage to Italy was Rossellini’s deteriorating marriage
to Ingrid Bergman. Katherine’s reactions to the fictional event resonate
with Ingrid’s to the genuine situation that she was living out not far from

Pompeii in her daily life in Rome.
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(46) Serge Daney, Perseverance (Paris: POL), p. 256. Hubert Damisch
cites this phrase in his dispute with Didi-Hubermann: “Montage of Disas-
ter,” Cahiers du cinéma, 599 (March 2005), p. 76. This essay, translated by
Sally Shafto, is available through the Cahiers website.

(47) Bazin, “Defense of Rossellini.”

(48) Roger Odin, “L'entrée du spectateur dans le documentaire,” in
Dominique Blither and F. Thomas (eds.), Le Court Métrage francais de 1945
a 1968: de I'dge d’or aux contrebandiers (Rennes: Presses Universitaires de
Rennes, 2005), pp. 78-9.

(49) Alexandre Astruc’s manifesto “Pour une nouvelle avant-garde:
la caméra-stylo,” translated in Peter Graham, The New Wave: Critical
Landmarks (London: Palgrave, 2009).

(50) See the “avant-propos” and many of the essays in Blither and
Thomas, Le Court Métrage francais de 1945 a 1968.

(51) Jean-Pierre Geuens, “The Digital World Picture,” Film Quarterly,
55(4) (2002), pp. 19-30.

(52) See, for instance, the review by Peter Travers in Rolling Stone,
January 2, 2003.

(53) Chapter three of Cubitt’s book is titled “Magical Film: The Cut.”
See especially p. 66.

(54) Martin Lefebvre and Marc Furstenau, “Digital Editing and Montage:
The Vanishing Celluloid and Beyond,” in Cinémas, 13(1-2) (2002).

(55) Arnaud Desplechin uses this expression in many interviews; for
example, with Jeff Reichart in Reverse Shot (Summer 2005).

(56) Jia Zhang-ke, Cahiers du cinéma, May 2007.

(57) Godard, “Montage, mon beau souci,” Cahiers du cinéma, 65, De-
cember 1956.

(58) Jean-Michel Frodon, Horizon cinéma (Paris: Editions Cahiers du

cinéma, 2005).
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(1) Régis Debray, Vie et Mort de I'image (Paris: Gallimard, 1992), chs 8,
10, and 11.

(2) Garrett Stewart, Framed Time (University of Chicago Press, 2007),
has identified examples of post-filmic cinema in Hollywood and Europe
since the 1990s, each operating on the principle that the image is not
a photograph and can be changed (morphed) internally.

(3) Cited by Timothy Murray, “Debased Projection and Cyberspatial
Ping: Chris Marker’s Digital Screen,” Parachute, 113 (2004), p. 92. Murray
tracks this remark to Chris Marker’s “Immemory.”

(4) See Seung-hoon Jeong, “The Interface in Film Theory,” Ph.D. dis-
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Dlselsa

(1) Often thought to have been shot during a firefight, much of the dra-
matic footage of The Battle of San Pietro turns out to have been restaged,
including the “involuntary” jerking of the camera. Still, Huston produced
the experience of instantaneous action and risk. See Peter Maslowski,
Armed with Cameras (New York: Free Press, 1993).

(2) Even in Hollywood, the 1948 Paramount Case had dealt a blow to
the studios, freeing talent, encouraging independent producers, and open-
ing the US market to foreign films.

(3) Eric Rohmer, “The Classical Age of Cinema,” in The Taste for Beauty
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989), 34—7.

(4) André Bazin, What is Cinema? (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1967), p. 72.

(5) Debord had gotten his start with The Lettrists. See Jennifer Stob,
“With and Against Cinema: The Situationist International and the Cine-
matic Image.” Ph.D. dissertation (Yale, 2010).

(6) Marc Cerisuelo, in Trafic, 50 (Summer 2004), traces the genealogy
of this expression and discusses Bazin particularly on pages 270-3. Bazin
himself explicitly countered G. Altman (see Bazin, What is Cinema?, p. 55)
and he would surely have objected to the title I have ironically given this
book, as if we could know once and for all “what cinema is.”

(7) André Bazin, “Agnes et Roberto,” in Cahiers du Cinéma, 50 (August
1955).

(8) Varda was grateful for Bazin’s support and dedicated one of her
shorts, Du Coté de la cote (1958), to him.

(9) This mode of exploration as self-critique had been pioneered by
Michel Leiris in L’Afrique fantome (Paris: Gallimard, 1934), a fundamental

text for Rouch.
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(10) In the 1950s, Bazin reviewed Rouch’s Les Maitres fous, Resnais’
Night and Fog, Jean Painlevé’s shorts on insects, and Pierre Braunberger’s
The Bullfight (La Course de taureaux, 1951). In writing of this latter, he
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