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Educational, Basingstoke 1980). Dena Goodman’s The Republic of Letters
(Cornell UP, Ithaca & London 1994).gives a cultural history of the French
Enlightenment. o .

' A3

Diderot has two prize-winning biographies: by A.M. Wilson (Oxford UPR, New
York 1972) and P.N. Furbank (Secker & Warburg, London 1992). There are
shorter biographies by Peter France (Oxford UP, Oxford 1983) and Otis Fellows
(G.K. Hall, Boston, Mass. 1977); and a selection of Diderot's Letters to Sophie
Volland, trans. Peter France (Oxford UP, Oxford 1972).

Gustave Lanson’s Voltaire (1906) was reissued with an introduction by

Peter Gay (John Wiley, New York & London 1966). A new short biography is
H.T. Mason’s Voltaire, A Biography (Granada, London 1981). Nancy Mitford's
Voltaire in Love (Hamish Hamilton, London. 1957) is a good way to get to know
Voitaire's fascinating lover, Mme du Chételet. :

The best biography of Rousseau is by Maurice Cranston, in 3 vols.: Jean-
Jacques; Noble Savage; The Solitary Self (Allen Lane, London 1987, 1991, .
1997 respectively). Mark Hulliung's Autocritique of the Enlightenment:
Rousseau-and the Philosophes (Harvard UP, Cambridge, Mass. & London
1994) is a brilliant study. Rousseau by Robert Wokler {Oxford UP, Oxford 1995)
is also excellent. The essay on Rousseau in Paul Johnson's book Intellectuals
(Weidenfeld & Nicholson, London 1988) is worth reading. .

Montesquieu: a Critical Biography by R. Shackleton (Oxford UP, Oxford 1969)
remains a classic. D'Holbach’s Circle: an Enlightenment in Paris (Princeton UP
1977) shows the group that supported the most radical atheist of the age.

. The Life of David Hume by E.C. Mossner (Clarendon Press, Oxford 1980) is
the standard biography. Wealth and Virtue: the Shaping of Classical Political
Economy in the Scottish Enlightenment, ed. M. Ignatieff & I. Hont (Cambridge -
UP, Cambridge 1983) surveys the Scottish Enlightenment. Michael Ignatieff's
The Needs of Strangers (Chatto & Windus, London 1984) has fascinating
chapters on Hume and Boswell, and on Smith and Rousseau. .

Jagliaalelg Jagli

There is much literature on the sociology of the period. Jiirgen Habermas' study

of the republic of letters in The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere

(Polity Press, Cambridge 1989) has inspired many commentaries and historical

studies of intellectual life in the period. The sociology of intellectual circles is

covered in Lewis Coser’s Men of Ideas (Macmillan, London. & The Free Press,

New York 1970) and in the more detailed study by Robert Wuthnow, '
Communities of Discourse: Ideology and Sacial Structure in the Reformation,

the Enlightenment, and European Socialism (Harvard UP, Cambridge, Mass. &
London 1989), -

Robert Damton’s books on the life of the mind and the circulation of ideas in the
Ancien Régime include: The Business of Enlightenment: a Pubilishing History of
the Encyclopédie 1775-1800 (Belknap, Cambridge, Mass. & London 1979),
The Great Cat Massacre (Penguin, Harmondsworth 1985), The Literary
Underground of the Old Regime (Harvard UP, Cambridge, Mass. & London
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- 1982), Mesmarism and the End of the Enlightenment in France (Harvard UP,
Cambridge, Mass. & London 1968), and The Forbidden Best-Sellers of Pre-
Revduﬁonaw France (HarperColiins, London 1996). - .

A readable history of the French Revolution:is Simon Schama’s Citizens: A
Chronicle of the French Revolution (Knopf, New York & Penguin, London 1989).
Hannah Arendt's.On Revolution (Penguin, Harmondsworth 1973) contains
brilliant studies of the American and French revalutions from what might be
termed an “Enlightenment” perspective. :

The Dialectic of Enlightenment (1947) by Theodor Adorno & Max Horkheimer
(Herder & Herder, New York 1972 & Allen Lane, London 1973) considers the -
dark side of the Enlightenment legacy. Max Horkheimer's essay “Some
Remarks on Enlightenment” (1947), ranslated in Theory, Culture & Soclety,

vol. 10 (SAGE Publications, London 1993) summarizes what Adomo and
Horkheimer saw as “self-defeating” processes of Enlightenment. These themes
are reconsidered in Zygmunt Bauman's Legislators.and Interpreters (Polity
Press, Cambridge.& Comnell UP, Ithaca 1987) and Modernity and Ambivalence
(Polity Press, Cambridge 1991). The contemporary legacy of the Enlightenment’
lies behind The Philosophical Discourse of Modemity by Jirgen Habermas (MIT
Press, Cambridge, Mass. 1987 & Polity Press, Cambridge 19890). In his essay
“What is Enlightenment?” in The Foucault Reader (Pantheon, New York 1984 &
Penguin, Harmondsworth 1991) Michel Foucault engages with the
contemporary relevance of Kant's famous essay.
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Translations of the major works of the Enlightenment are readily available:
Diderot's Rameau’s Nephew and This is Not a Story (Oxford UP, Oxford & New
York 1983); his Selected Writings on Art and Literature; Voltaire’s Letters on
England and Candida (Oxford UP, Oxford & New York 1980); Rousseau's
Reveries of a Solitary Walker and Discourses; Montesquieu’s Persian Letters;
Hume's Selscted Essays (Oxtord UP, Oxford & New York 1993). (All Penguin
UK/Viking USA except the three OUP titles listed above.) - :

iylides

There are many anthologies of Enlightenment writings. My favourite Is The
Portable Enlightenment, ed. |. Kramnick (Penguin/Viking 1995); also The Age of
Enlightenment, ed. L. Crocker (Macmillan, London 1969); The Age of
Enlightenment, 2 vols., ed. S. Eliot, B. Stern (Open UP, London 1979); The Age
of Enlightenment, ed. 1. Berlin (Oxford UP, Oxford & New York 1979).

ale Jles
Peter Gay's The Enlightenment, an Interpretation (1969) is a treat (reissued by
W.W. Norton, New York 1896: vol. 1, The Rise of Modem Paganism; vol. 2, The
Science of Freedom). Ernst Cassirer's The Philosophy of the Enlightenment
(1932) is a highly readable classic (Princeton UP, 1969). Norman Hampson's
The Enlightenment (Penguin, Harmondsworth 1868) gives a clear insight into
changes in scientific, social and political thought. There are still many surprises
in Paul Hazard’s The European Mind 1680-1715 and European Thought in the
Eighteenth Century (both Penguin, Harmondsworth 1968). Insights on recent
scholarship are offered by Dorinda Outram, The Enlightenment (Cambridge UP,
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