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With many a morning, limpid (draught and) the plucking of the singing girl
On a lute as her thumb adjusts the string

I hasten to satisfy the need of her while the cock crows at first light

In order that I might drink a second round while the night’s sleepers rouse
themselves. (121-3)
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I hastened in the early morning before the crowing of the cock, to relieve my

want for it (i.e. wine)

That I might take another draught from it, when the sleepers awoke. (115)
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And a charming girl plucking/ with nimble fingers the strings of her melodious

lute; / Yes, I have raced the cock bright and early, to get me my spirit’s need/
and to have my second wetting by the time the sleepers stirred. (146)
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How often do I quaff pure wine in the morning, and draw towards me the fair
lutani, whose delicate fingers skillfully touch the strings! (10:67-8).
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Sweet was the draught and sweet the blooming maid
Who touch’d her lyre beneath the fragrant shade;

We sip’d till moming purpled ev'ry plain;
The damsels slumber’d, but we sip’d again. (10: 343)
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Those dear abodes which once contain’d the fair
Amidst Mitata’s wilds I seek in vain

Nor towers, nor tents, nor cottages are there
But scatter’d ruins and a silent plain. (4)
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The waking birds, that sung on ev’ry tree
Their early notes, were not so blithe as we (343)
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Or as traceries on a woman’s wrist, a tattoo of rings:
Pricked in with powdery soot the pattern sticks off distinct
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The renewing of a tattoo by the sprinkling and rubbing
Of soot in circles above which the tattoo appears
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Scored with lines and circles, limned with rings and blazonings as one paints a
maid’s cheek point-lined in indigo
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Or the back and forth of a woman tattooing, her indigo in rings scattered, the
tattooing newly revealed above them.
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As the dust sprinkled on a punctur’d hand
Bids the faint tints resume their azure hue
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As with indigo-blue the girl redraws
The faded patterns marking her palm
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