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Audio-visual materials and equipment

Libraries have always been repositories of knowledge in whatever formats were
available. Thus, libraries of ancient times stored clay tablets, papyrus rolls, parchment
scrolls and so on. As they have become readily available, libraries have also kept
newspaper cuttings, charts, maps, mounted illustrations and photographs. In recent
years, the range and diversity of formats has increased dramatically and public libraries
stock and offer for loan slides, filmstrips, gramophone records, tapes, cassettes, and, in
some instances, framed works of art.

Academic libraries house an even wider range of audio-visual media to meet the
needs of pupils, students and staff. Their stocks may include films, filmloops, overhead
projection transparencies, wallcharts, videotapes/cassettes, models, kits, workcards,
handouts, educational games, nature specimens, artefacts and realia (eg fossils).

It is unfortunate that some institutions seperate the printed materials from the
non-print media and maintain a library and a resource centre as two seperate entities
under completely different management. This is not a sensible arrangement as the
person seeking information normally wants it and happily accepts it in whatever format
is available. In fact a variety of formats is often more helpful than a single format. For
example, the child doing a project about birds will require books to give him
background information, a record or cassette to let him hear bird-song, and a film to
help him to appreciate bird flight. How much easier it would be for that pupil if all the
various media were listed together in the catalogue and housed together in one area.

Non-print media are extremely useful sources of information but, despite Marshall
McLuhan's predictions of several years ago, the book has not yet been ousted. It must
be remembered that books are still the most important resources for leaning.

Multi-media items are often more susceptible to damage than books and their varied
shapes and sizes can cause shelving problems. They also require equipment for their
use. Many libraries provide carrels equipped with power points so that audio-visual
equipment can be used. The used of headphones with audio equipment ensures that
other library users are not disturbed.

Some of the multi-media items listed above will be quite familiar but others may
need further description and explanation.
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