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American/British War Crimes since 1998

"If they turn on the radars we're going to blow up their
goddamn SAMs [surface-to-air missiles]. They know we own
their country. We own their airspace... We dictate the way

73



they live and talk. And that's what's great about America
right now. It's a good thing« especially when there's a lot of
oil out there we need."

U.S. Brig. General William Looney, after 1991
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Hard Lesson in Battle: 150 Marines Meet 1

Sniper
By DEXTER FILKINS

Published: November 11¢ 2004

http://www.nytimes.com/2004/11/11/international/middleeast

FALLUJAH, Irag, Nov. 10 - American marines called in two airstrikes

on the pair of dingy three-story buildings squatting along Highway 10
on Wednesday, dropping 500-pound bombs each time. They fired 35 or
so 155-millimeter artillery shells, 10 shots from the muzzles of Abrams
tanks and perhaps 30,000 rounds from their automatic rifles. The
building was a smoking ruin.

But the sniper kept shooting.
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| Ashley Gilbertson for The New York Times

Marines from Company B, First Battalion, Eighth Regiment of the First Marine
Expeditionary Force entered a mosque from which they were being fired on
Wednesday in Falluja. Fighting in the city was intense.

He - or they, because no one can count the flitting shadows in this place
- kept 150 marines pinned down for the better part of a day. It was a
lesson on the nature of the enemy in this hellish warren of rubble-strewn
streets.
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US report: Nearly 21,000 US casualties

Friday 26 November 2004, 16:31 Makka Time, 13:31 GMT

http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/66A82950-2E99-439A-AD90-
8DBFD862F715.htm

Nearly 21,000 wounded US soldiers
have been treated at the Landstuhl
Regional Medical Centre in
Germany, a US military newspaper
has reported.

"As of Tuesday, 20,802 troops have ai¥
been treated at Landstuhl from |
injuries received Iin operations
Iraqi Freedom and Enduring At least 109 US troops have been Killed in
Freedom," writes Ben Murray for '™ %isment

the US military's Stars and Stripes European edition newspaper.

The 26 November report did not provide information on the
number of military fatalities.
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The Forgotten Casualties of War: Over 17,000
U.S. Troops Wounded

http://www.democracynow.org/article.pl?sid=04/11/10/1537224
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As President Bush visits wounded soldiers at the Walter
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington DC, we take a
look at what 1s rarely discussed in the corporate media:
the thousands of U.S. soldiers wounded in the invasion
and occupation of Iraq. [includes rush transcript]

President Bush predicted victory in Fallujah and wished
U.S. soldiers "Godspeed" in their mission as the bloody
U.S. assault on the city entered its third day.

His comments came during a visit of wounded soldiers at the Walter
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington DC. It was Bush's sixth visit
to wounded troops at the veteran hospital since he launched his so-called
"war on terror" in late 2001. He spent two hours with soldiers
recuperating from injuries suffered in Iraq and Afghanistan. Bush said
"It's so uplifting to see their spirit, their drive to become rehabilitated,
their love of their country, their support of the mission."

While Bush was with the recuperating wounded, American casualties
continued to mount. 10 U.S. troops have been killed in the bloody urban
warfare in Fallujah. The total U.S. death toll in Iraq has surpassed 1,100.
While the number of U.S. soldiers killed is widely reported, what is
rarely mentioned is the many thousands more wounded.

. Mark Benjamin, UPI Investigations editor. He has
been closely following the hidden US casualties from
the Iraq war. He was awarded the American
Legion's top journalism award for 2004 for his
reporting last year on the plight of hundreds of sick,
wounded and injured soldiers at Fort Stewart, Ga.
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RUSH TRANSCRIPT

This transcript is available free of charge, however donations help us
provide closed captioning for the deaf and hard of hearing on our TV
broadcast. Thank you for your generous contribution.

Donate - $25, $50, $100, more...

AMY GOODMAN: We are joined by Mark Benjamin. He is an
investigations editor with UPI, who has closely followed the hidden U.S.
casualties from the Iraq war. He won the American Legion's top
journalism prize for 2004 for his reporting last year on the plight of
hundreds of sick and wounded and injured soldiers at Ft. Stewart,
Georgia, and their lack of care. Mark Benjamin, welcome to Democracy
Now!

MARK BENJAMIN: Thank you for having me.

AMY GOODMAN: Can you talk about the numbers, as you understand
them today, of, not the dead, but the wounded?

MARK BENJAMIN: Well, with respect to the wounded, the Pentagon
does report a number that it says is the number of soldiers that are
wounded in the war. I think we're running around 7,000 or 8,000 in Iraq.
But what that number does not include is the number of soldiers who are
wounded or ill, or injured in operations that are not directly due to the
bullets and bombs of the insurgents. So, for example, as of mid-
September, if you take actually Afghanistan and Iraq together, there
were 17,000 soldiers who were injured or ill enough to be put on
airplanes and flown out of theater, and none of those casualties, and
I call them casualties because they fit the Pentagon's definition of
casualties, none of those casualties appear on any public casualty
lists.
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HEARTS AND MINDS

Pentagon Weighs Use of Deception in a

Broad Arena
By THOM SHANKER and ERIC SCHMITT

Published: December 13, 2004

NewYork Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/12/13/politics/13info.html?pagewanted=1&th

ASHINGTON, Dec. 12 - The Pentagon is engaged in bitter, high-

level debate over how far it can and should go in managing or
manipulating information to influence opinion abroad, senior Defense
Department civilians and military officers say.

&ub L’él.hl u.\s ;,ANQY\ &\Aﬁ‘ e\éﬁu\ Ok e aily
Cuad el ) 5 HSILE & 68 2al8)

22004 e 13
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http://www.nytimes.com/2004/12/13/politics/13info.html?pagewanted=1&th
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AntiWar.com
December 22, 2004

Fallujah: Little Stalingrad
by William S. Lind

William Lind is Director of the Center for Cultural Conservatism at the Free
Congress Foundation. He is a former Congressional Aide and the author of many books and articles on
military strategy and war.

According to people who have been there, Fallujah is not a very big city.
You can walk across it in half an hour. Yet when the history of this
miserable war is written, | suspect it may loom large. Like Stalingrad, it
will mark the point where the war turned against the invader.

You may recall that the U.S. Marine commanders on scene declared
some weeks ago that the battle was won and Fallujah was ours. It now
appears they were Panglissading through reality, in a way that seems
universal among American generals. Fighting still continues in Fallujah.
Far from fleeing, resistance fighters are now infiltrating back into the
city. Sectors we have "pacified" spring back to life in IED attacks and
ambushes. There is talk about letting a few civilians return to Fallujah's
ruins, but only under conditions that would make normal civilian life
impossible.

Of course, Fallujah itself was largely destroyed in the American assault.
The American military did the only thing a Second Generation military
can do: it put firepower on targets. 2GW armed services are one-trick
ponies: they only have one act, and they perform it regardless of whether
it fits the circumstances or not. In Fourth Generation war, the usual
result is what has happened in Fallujah: a moral victory for the other
side. As Colonel Boyd argued, and as this column has pointed out
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time and time again, the moral level of war is the most powerful, the
physical level the least powerful.

Correspondent Patrick Cockburn, who is in Iraq, reports another result
of Fallujah:

"[J]ust at the moment that the US troops were moving into Fallujah,
suddenly, most of Mosul — a city in the north, which is at least five or six
times the size of Fallujah — fell to the insurgents.... This is far more
important in some ways that what's happened in Fallujah."

Not only did most of the insurgents leave Fallujah before our assault,
they realized that if we had concentrated in Fallujah, we had left
openings elsewhere. They took full advantage of those openings. It is
perhaps time to ask which side has the better commanders.

Stalingrad 1s now seen as one of history's great defeats. But in fact, the
Germans had largely won in Stalingrad on the tactical level, before they
were outflanked and encircled operationally, then defeated strategically.

If we look at Fallujah through that lens, the parallels become clearer. It
is not certain we will ever fully control Fallujah, just as the Germans
never took full control of Stalingrad. Nevertheless, we will claim a
tactical victory.

Operationally, Fallujah, like Stalingrad, proved to be a trap. It led us to
concentrate so many of our few combat troops in one place that the
insurgency was able to make major gains in other, more important
places. It again drew a glaring contrast between how America fights — by
pouring in firepower — and the stated aim of the American invasion of
Iraq, liberating the Iraqi people. You cannot liberate people by
destroying their homes, their jobs, and their cities. If operational art is
the art of linking tactical actions to strategic goals, American generals
have once again shown the world that they have no operational skill — a
situation that is typical of a Second Generation military. (It may be
useful to remember that the American military failed operationally in the
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first Gulf War as well; Saddam's Republican Guard escaped 70 Corps'
slow, inept attempt at operational encirclement.)

After the first Marine assault on Fallujah in April — an assault that was
wisely abandoned, since it threatened to set off a nationwide uprising
against the occupation — Pat Buchanan said that Fallujah will probably
mark the high water line of neocon imperialism. I think the outcome
of the second battle of Fallujah will confirm that prescient assessment.
Just as Stalingrad marked the turning point in Fall Barbarossa, so
Fallujah will go down in history as the '"tipping point" in America's
Last Crusade.

NB: This will be the last column for this year, though sadly not for this
war. Let me close by wishing a hearty "Bah! Humbug" to fellow realists
everywhere.
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Blowback: The Costs and Consequences of
American Empire

By Chalmers Johnson
Metropolitan Book, 268 pages, 2000

By Regis T. Sabol

http://www.interventionmag.com/cms/modules.php?op=modload&name
=News&file=article&sid=347
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"How Did Our Oil Get Under Their Sand?"

By ELLEN CANTAROW

http://www.counterpunch.org/cantarow(01222003.html
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Monday, April 29, 2002

GULF £ NEWS

by Ataur Rahman

By Eman Abdullah
Sharjah
A final decision on Kelloggs prod-
ucts will be issued today, officials
from the the General Secretagg
| of UAE Municipalities sai
[erdnﬁ_
Kelloggs brands have been
removed from the shelves of
supermarkets, based on findings
by two civic laboratories that they
contain pork elements.
The sources said that although
the brands are thought to contain
ork, the issue will be discussed
?m-ther at today’s meeting,
“Reversing or upholding the
decision will depend on the
findings of other laboratories (o
be represented in the meeting,”
he said.

Some products of the American cereal brand Kello
taken off supermarket shelves in Sharj

'Final decision on
Kelloggs items today

American cereal products off shelves in Sharjah

yman for the Sharjah
ity said inspectors have
the General Secretariat

101,
eanwhile, a Gulf News sur-
vew carried out in major Sharjah

supermarkets revealed the orders
have been fully complied with,
and that the products have been
remaoved almran:: being held in
warchouses, further
notification.

The suppliers of the products
have not commented so far.

A leading supermarket chain
manager said Sharjah munici-
pal inspectors visited them a few

ays ago and ordered them to
remove the Kellogps products.

“We have done so and are keep-
ing them in the stores until the
receipt of further notification

pending

s which are undergoing laboratory
ah. The products shown abowve are not in question. — GN picture

tests have been

from the municipality,” he said,

“Onece we get a final order, the
products will either be sent back
to the supplier or put back on the
shelves.” Another supermarket
chain manager said the municipal
inspectors did not order them to
gel rid of the products.

He also has removed the prod-
ucts and is waiting fresh orders.

The supermarket officials
added there has been no fresh
notification on some Al Watania
products, ordered to be destroyed
an suspicion of containing pork
fat. A ban was imposed on further
imports and they continue to
remain off the shelves.,

Official sources said there has
been no formal change in the sta
tus here, but further clarification
might be in the pipeline.
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Quaker Brands

Gatorade Brands
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ISRAEL e

ng e AT L LS pmlta & oS las o g pmatt tha
Aot gl g meeamtt JelenIt o2 giae g Jemal o giha
ottt HY g oomloatiig

Tymco Beer Ltd.
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counterpunch

January 23, 2003
Flying High

American Pilots Pop "Go Pills,"
Then Go Kill

by LINDA S. HEARD

http://www.counterpunch.org/heard01232003.html

The expression "flying high" takes on a whole new meaning when

viewed in the light of the admission by the U.S. Air Force that its
combat pilots regularly consume uppers and downers with its blessing.
In fact, American bomber pilots are encouraged to take amphetamines,
and upon return to base are sometimes offered tranquilizers to help them
sleep.

This shocking announcement - apparently a longtime open secret in the
military - came to the notice of the public during an investigation of two
U.S. F16 pilots responsible for dropping a laser-guided, 500Ib bomb on
a Canadian unit in Afghanistan. Four Canadian servicemen lost their
lives as a result.

Note: This is not the END of the article.
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( Ostrovsky, Victor., 1995 The Other Side of Deception: A Rogue Agent Exposes the Mossad's
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(Lilienthal, Dr. Alfred A., The Zionist Connection 11, What Price Peace?)
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Flying High

American Pilots Pop "Go Pills,"
Then Go Kill

by LINDA S. HEARD

http://www.counterpunch.org/heard01232003.html

The expression "flying high" takes on a whole new meaning when viewed in the

light of the admission by the U.S. Air Force that its combat pilots regularly
consume uppers and downers with its blessing. In fact, American bomber pilots are
encouraged to take amphetamines, and upon return to base are sometimes offered
tranquilizers to help them sleep.

This shocking announcement - apparently a longtime open secret in the military -
came to the notice of the public during an investigation of two U.S. F16 pilots
responsible for dropping a laser-guided, 500lb bomb on a Canadian unit in
Afghanistan. Four Canadian servicemen lost their lives as a result.

Canada was outraged and demanded that the two American airmen face a justice.
As part of the enquiry emerged the disturbing news that combat pilots in the U.S.
military are encouraged by their own commanders to regularly pop amphetamine
tablets. Once nicknamed "uppers" or "speed", amphetamines are now known as
"go-pills" in the U.S. Air Force.

An Air Force surgeon, a guest on CNN's Q&A programme, had no hesitation in
extolling the virtues of the innocuous sounding "go-pills" during combat missions.
He explained that they often save the lives of exhausted pilots, and that fatigue
kills. He also admitted that pilots are allowed to self-medicate and that reluctance
by airmen to take such stimulants could mean that they would be excluded from a
particular mission.
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But do they increase the risk of "collateral damage" (a callous expression) at the
hands of hyped up young men and women with their fingers on the button?
According to the makers of Dexedrine GlaxoSmithKline, they certainly do. It
warns that the product may impair the patient's ability to engage in potentially
hazardous activity such as operating machines and vehicles.

The common side effects of Dexedrine may include, nervousness, insomnia,
hostility, and addiction as well as feelings of suspicion and paranoia. The worst is
known as "amphetamine psychosis", which causes hallucinations and delusion.
One of the pilots under current investigation took 5mgs two hours before the
mission, while the other popped 10mgs just one hour prior to take-off. Could the
pilots have been hallucinating or paranoid when they believed that the Canadians
were firing at them? The pilots recently sat through the first session of an official
hearing so, presumably, we will shortly find out.

But the taking of amphetamines isn't just limited to pilots in Afghanistan. The
surgeon said that combat pilots in the U.S. military have been popping pills for the
past 60 years. This, according to my reckoning, takes us way back to World War
I1.

It is common knowledge that the British issued stimulants to their pilots during the
Second World War and, according to some reports may have offered sedatives to
airmen during the conflict in the Falklands.

British back off

However, the British today take a very different view. The British Ministry of
Defense said that the RAF does not give amphetamines to its pilots, while former
pilot and assistant chief of defense staff Air Marshal Sir Tim Garden told The
Guardian that the practice of taking amphetamines by the U.S. Air Force was "very
odd".

The head honchos in the U.S. military don't agree. Although psycho-stimulants
have been in common use in the military for six decades, it wasn't until 1960 that
they were officially sanctioned. The first widespread, although undocumented, use
probably occurred during the Korean and Vietnam Wars.

During the Vietnam War, the drugs of choice for members of the U.S. military
were opiates.

A 1971 study undertaken by Professor Lee N. Robins, PhD, showed that almost
half of those serving had been using either opium or heroin. While military
commanders did in no way sanction the practice, they obviously chose to turn a
blind eye.
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Immediately following the Gulf War, U.S. pilots were given questionnaires in an
attempt to quantify the use of Dexedrine.

Analysis showed that 65 per cent of pilots used amphetamines during combat. So,
two-thirds of American bomber pilots routinely fly while under the influence of a
potentially dangerous drug. A drug, which if ingested by a civilian pilot or even a
driver would inevitably lead to a term of imprisonment.

Could these worrying statistics account for the fact that almost one quarter of
American and allied fatalities during the Gulf War were caused by incidents of
"friendly fire"?

There were also reports of pilots becoming addicted to amphetamines subsequent
to the Gulf War. A former White House Drug Czar Dr. Robert DuPont said that he
was amazed to learn about such widespread use of Dexedrine in the U.S. Air
Force, adding, "This is speed. This is where we got the phrase, speed kills."

Apart from "blue on blue" incidents, the war in Afghanistan witnessed a
disproportionate loss of civilian lives at the hands of American bomber crews.
Entire villages have been wiped from the face of the earth.

Afghan President Hamid Karzai - himself hurt by the explosion of a bomb dropped
by a B-52 bomber - has officially complained on several occasions about the
deaths of his own people caused by alleged American pilot error. Thus far, no U.S.
pilots have been threatened with court martial for the killing of Afghans and in
many instances, the Pentagon has refused to admit liability.

However, when Canada complains about its losses, the Pentagon jumps to
attention, launches an investigation and institutes legal proceedings against
the errant pilots. One is left wondering whether the lives of Canadians are
considered more important than those of poorer third world citizens.

What does all this mean for the Gulf region where an American force of more than
250,000 is likely to be stationed in readiness for a probable war with Iraq?

There has also been a revelation that the use of "go-pills" is common among the
members of other branches of the U.S. military too, which could translate into tens
of thousands of "America's finest" wandering around the towns and cities of their
host countries in a heightened and volatile state. Add to this the mostly hostile
feelings of those countries nationals concerning an attack on their fellow Arabs,
along with the growing anti-Americanism on the street, and the picture isn't pretty.
Perhaps more importantly what could this mean for the Iraqi people who still recall
with enormous sadness Al-Amiriya bunker in Baghdad being struck by an
American bomb which killed more than 300 civilians, mostly women and
children?
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This may have been due to faulty instructions from their command and control
centre but even so, how can we be confident that crews "up high" in more ways
than one won't mistake Iraqi civilian targets for military ones the next time around?

We will probably never know the truth about the convoy of Kosovo refugees,
which came under fire by an American F16 pilot, even though an RAF
colleague had warned him that it was a civilian convoy. The bombing of the
Chinese Embassy during that conflict remains another perplexing mystery. Few
bought the 'out-of-date-plans' explanation, least of all the Chinese.

Other incidents

We are also left to speculate on whether drugs contributed to the alleged rape
by members of the U.S. military of a 12-year-old girl on Okinawa in 1995, a
gang rape on the same Japanese island earlier this year, as well as the
crushing of two schoolgirls in South Korea by a 50-tonne U.S. military vehicle.

The perpetrators may not have been using amphetamines, or suffering withdrawal
symptoms from their use, but, then again, we cannot rule this out.

This issue also provokes questions about the three servicemen and one woman who
returned to the bosom of their families at Fort Bragg after a stint in Afghanistan.
The 'happy' homecoming resulted in the murder of four spouses and two suicides.
Studies have shown that there is also a far higher incidence of wife-beating among
servicemen than in civilian life.

Ironically, the very country, which is leading the charge in the worldwide war
against drugs, supports their use by members of its own military. Doesn't this erode
the credibility and sincerity of America's narcotics agencies and pull away the
carpet from any claim the U.S. may have to a moral high ground on the subject?
The US military is today assisting the Columbian army with its fight against the
country's own drug lords. The question is: are American servicemen in Columbia
themselves on drugs? If so, this is surely a strange contradiction.

I can only imagine that litigation lawyers are having a field day imagining all kinds
of lucrative possibilities opened up as a result of this admission, especially when
they might contemplate what kind of effect alcohol would have when added to the
mix.

Apart from the issue of collateral damage, there is also concern about the long term
effects on pilots used to living high. Used to the adrenalin rush of the job itself and
the 'l can do anything' feelings which go-pills provide, we can only imagine how
hard it must be for them to later adjust to mundane everyday existence.
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The Pentagon should quit using the nation's committed young people, who often
put their country before their own wellbeing and lives, as just a means to an end.
All the flowery praise, and all the medals in the world won't make up for turning
them into drug addicts or dysfunctional human beings. Dexedrine is
psychologically addictive and, as we know, when one gets used to an altered state
it is hard to come down to earth. Amphetamine use is often a prelude to the taking
of harder drugs.

The philosopher Reinhold Niebuhr said: "We (Americans) have been so deluded
by the concept of our innocence that we are ill prepared to deal with the
temptations of power which now assail us."

Feelings of empowerment in the hands of those with deadly weapons is a heady
brew, but power mixed with chemically induced false bravado is nothing short of a

deadly and frightening cocktail.

Linda Heard is a specialist writer on Middle East affairs. She can be
reached at:

freenewsreport@yahoo.com
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Dr. Ali Shash is Associate Professor of Environmental Design at King
Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals.
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