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In the Name of Allah, Most GRacious, Most Merciful
- INTRODUCTION

There have been many studies in this age about the history of the
Umayyad State, and the majority of what has been published so far is
concerned with the political aspects from all sides and in accordance with
varjous schools of historical interpretation. Thereupon, an attempt to do a
research on the history of political factionalism during the Umayyad Era is
considered an adventure involving many dangers. The researcher may find
himself obliged to start from where another has stopped, repeating what
others before him have written. Such a course is not at all good to adopt as a
topic for a doctoral dissertation.

Despite the above, I have adopoted this topic depending on two
postulates: First, the possibility of coming across new informational materials
in referecnce works not yet explored by researchers so far; the second
postulate is related to the way of dealing with the informational materials
available and the nature of historical outlooks.

" I have decided that without considering these two postulates, it will never
be possible to continue with the reasearch work in history and approach the
topics taht have already been approached. I have prepared myself from the
start to go along with the thorny and long road of research. I have consulted
the different sources, both in print and in manuscript, neglecting practically
no book that has even the slightest connection with my topic. so, I have
consulted books on historical information, books on literature and Jurispru-
dence (figh), traditions and men. My references were both levantine and
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Maghrebi. I set to work, free of all influences and’ consequences of the
proceeding researches, partivularly the orientalist ones, and taking advantage
of all the experiments, as ths difference is quite clear between the intellectual
dependence and the civilizational and intellectual mtenmpregnat'lon This
commitment has done me good but I have derived a lot of benefit from this
commitment, but it added new difficulties to my task, and it may increase the
subjectior-of the independent deductions I have adbpted to more opposition
and criticism. But I do not mind this as he who is an independent thinker i is-
rewarded any way.

Indeed I have been fortunate to come across new historical materials
which have been found in the Damascene historical sources particularly in
A History of Damascus, by Ibn Asaker, and Baghyat ul-Talab Fi Tarikh
Halab, by Ibn el-Adim. Alongside these two books, I have kelied heavily on
the contents of the jurisprudential and historical Ibadite library.

‘There is no place in this introduction to cite the soures, as a specific place
has been dedicated to these sources in the introduction to this dissertation.
During my research I have found that all the issues dealt with have deep roots
in the history of the Arabs extending to the pre-Islamic Era in the Arabian
Peninsula. All of them are ‘overlapping and closely connected with the
Prophet’s and Orthodox Caliphs’ Eras. This is because the Umayyad Era was
an Arab extension of these two eras. Mu’ awlya ibn Abu-Sufian spent the first
half of his life during the period of the Orthodox Caliphs, and the
Umayyad-Shi’ite conflict had its roots its own lucid backgrounds in
pre-Islamic history, and this applies to the origins-of all the factions opposing
the Umayyad rule.

The political factionalism in the Umayyad Era had special characteristics
different from the other forms of factionalism in the so did the Fatimids after
them, but the-Umayyads did not havt a faction (party) of their own. What
produced most of the pOlltlcal thought in the Umayyad Era was the opposing
parties and factions.

Some of the Umayyad caliphs felt- this void after Abdul-Malik ibn
Marwan, and searched for an outlet. This was most apparent in the days of
‘Sulaiman ibn Abdul-Malik, and then Omar ibn Abdul-Aziz after him. During
a dialogue between Sulaiman ibn Abdul-Malik and one of the most
prominent scholars of Medina in his days, Sulaiman asked that scholar saying,
«What would you say about the state we are in ;». The scholar said, «<Would
you absolve me from answering this question?». Sulaiman agreed and said:
«What advice would you give me?». The scholar said, «Your fathers have
subdued people with the sword, and forcibly taken hold of authority without
counsel from the sword, and forc:bly taken hold of authority without counsel
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from ‘the faithful (believers), thus causing a lot of bloodshed and conquered
the world by force and then left shis world. If you are aware of what they said
and what was asid fo them, you will not by careful about it. «Sulaiman then
asked about the best way out of that, but did not get a straightforward reply.
But he may have seen a way cut by choosing Omar ibn Abdul-Azia to rule
after him.

During this research I have sought to identify the origin ot each of the
factions, and then state its most important characteristics and roles without
going into much detail, but confining myself to citing a few examples, or
hinting at some of the major incidents, as going into a lot of detail would have
increased the volume of this research many times. _

It was not at all easy to deal with the problems of the opgosition parties
during the Umayyad Era, and the confrontations with the Umayyad
authorities because of the intermingling among the concepts of Islam. Each of
the issues, even if it had economic or social causes was often manifesied in
religious and political forms. Working within frameworks of this kind and in
atmospheres oversensitive with religion was not at al an easy task, and often
the way of expression would let,you down while you are trying to express
what you rreally want.

Therefore, this sitation has increased the difficulties of the task set befor
me. I «armed» mayelf with perseverance and patience and collaborated in
confronting the obstacles with my supervising professor, and then it was
possible to establish authoritative way, where supremacy was devoted to
Arabism and unity. What we indeed need is deal with our history in a faithful,
Arab, unity-bound academic spirit, because «Mecca is no better known than
by the Meccans themselves».

This dissertation has come in an introduction and five main chapters and
a conclusion. In the introduction I have. listed the most important reference
materials I have consulted, and in dicated te extent of benefit I have derived
from each reference, with the knowledge that I have referred to the contents
of the Arabic library in all its sorts, and drew on the source-material of the
Sunnites, Shi’ites and Kharijites, and the books of literature, traditions
(hadith), jurisprudence (figh) religious denominations and creeds. Through-
out my work I have committed myself solely to the academic methods, with
unshakable. faith in the unity of the Arab nation and the interactions of its
individuals east and west.

Chapter One bore the title: «Birth of political Factions in Islam». In it I
have discussed the roots of political traditions and concepts of Mecca before
Islam, where religion had been the only way towards political leadership.
Qusay ibn Kilab started his life as a custodian of the Qa’ba and from
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custodianship he moved to political’ leadership, where he took over Mecca
and chased off Khuza’ah from it. After he had become master of Mecca he set
qff to play the new role of legislator and organizer of administrative and daily
affairs in Mecca. He established the systems of Quraysh Al-Bitah and
Quraysh Al-Zawaher, then the system of «Al-Ahabish». He also established
the system of assistance to the Poor (Rifada) and Providing Water (Siqaya)
and Dar Al-Nadwa and others. Thus the concepts intermingled in Qusay’s
works, hence we understand the nonexistence of a clergy class among the
Qurayshites. . '

Not only did the Meccans not known the clergy class, but they did not
also approve the principle of leadership by herifage. We can notice that Islam
adopted the principle of intermingling of concepts, and the Prophet (my the
blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) combined in his person the
prophethood angd politico-military leadership, in addition to organizational
authority, He did not bequeath these functions and responsibilities after his
death. Thus the concept of «Religion is the way to ‘political leadership»
justified the roots of the opposition which confronted the Umayyad Regime.
Mu’awiya attained the position of caliph through his postiton as gavernor,
and not on the grounds of his precedence in Islam or any clear religious
réason. He did not derive much benefit, after he attained the caliphate, from
what he_ascribed to himsélf of religious qualities, saying that he was the
«uncle of the faithful» or one of the Scribes of Revelation. '

I also discussed administration and the idea of the state before Islam, and
then in the days of Prophet (may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon
him), and after that during the era of the Orthodox. In this process I had to
give a glimpse at the Dey of Sagifa and the establishment of the Caliphate
Institution, and the afterward development of this institution, together with
the government experiment, especially in the days of Omar Al-Khattab, and
the outcome of the success of the great conquests and the expansion of the
state’s domains. This led me to mention of the assassination of Omar and
Counsel of the Six and the caliphate of Ali ibn Abu-Taleb and the occurrence
of the of civil wars till the assassination of Imam Ali.

This Chapter paved the way to talk directly about the Kharijites, and
then tie Shi’ites. In the Second chapter I discussed the subject of the
Kharijites. I started at the beginning when their movement set off, and
reviewed the most important theories regarding this, especially the combina-
tion between this movement and the Group of readers, in addition to the
Sabaean theory with the problem of Saheb Al-Thadia. Then 1 related the
incidence of the emergence of the arbitrators from among the ranks of Imam
Ali’s army, and the attempts of this great Imam to achieve a compromise
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justifying the emergence, and the obduracy of the Kharijites and their
shedding of some innocent blood, which led to the Battle of Nahrawan with
the assassination of Imam Ali as an outcome of it.

After that, I discussed the relations betwen the Kharijites and Mu’ayiya
ibn Abu-Sufian, Mu’awiya sougt the assistance of Al-Mughira ibn Shu’ba and
then Ziad ibn Abeeh to confront the Kharijites and subdue them afterwards.
Then I touched upon the activities of the Kharijites at the ent of the Sufianite
Reign and the collaboration of their leadership, with Abdalla ibn Al-Zubayr,
and then letting him down, and the breakups which befell their ranks and
turned them into contrasting schisms. I took great interest in getting
acquainted with the transfer of the Kharijite Movement from Kufa to Basra
and concentrated my efforts on examining the backgrounds and tribal origins
of the majority of the Kharijites, where I found that most of them belonged to
the Tamim Tribe. This made it easy for me to understand some of the reasons
behind the assigning of Al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra to comat the Kharijites
since the period of th Zubairi Rule and his success in his mission,
Al-Mubhallab was an Azdite, and the Azdites were a prominent Yemeni tribe.

Throughout this research, I have been able to define the principal
Kharijite factions: The Azarikites, the Najdats, the Ibadites, the Sefrites, and
the roles each faction played in the levantine domains and then in the
domains of the Great Arab Maghreb, where the Kharijites played roles not
less in importance than the roles they played in the levant. During the
research I revealed the existence .of an exciting relation between all the
Kharijite leaders and Imam Abdulla ibn Abbas, Those leaders were not only
satisfied with ibn Abbas, but they also were his disciples who were intensely
influencéd by him, as the kahrijites were the oldest Islamic group to handle
the writing down of the Prophetic Traditions, and over ninety percent of what
they wroté down they had relate on the outhority of ibn Abbas.

Atfter finishing with the subject of the kahrijites, I dedicated the Third
Chapterto talking about the Shi'ites, and tried in the ‘beginning to answer the
set of the following questions: When did the Shi’ite Faction come into being?
Where, How, and Why did it come into being? What was the role of the
Imams of this faction in its establishment, its evolution and finally its
breakups, and what were the outcomes of all this? What was the effect of the
environment, the location, and the tribal and provoncial intersts in the
existence and evolution of this Faction? What were the doctrinal back-
grounds, and the cultural heritage of the provinces which contributed in the
making of the history of this faction? Additionally, what were the phases
through which the history of this faction passed, and the reasons whereof?
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In my attempt to answer these questions I reviewed the most important
‘heroies posed about the initiation of sectarianism (factionalism). This led to
liscussing the character of Imam Ali and what he was characterized by, and
the roles played in the days of the Prophet (may the blessings and peace of
Allah be upon him) and after his death till the beginning of the incidents of
the Great Commotidg, and his attempt to find a satisfactory outlet to save the
nation a Jot of bloodshed, and finally the assaaination of Caliph Osman and
the declaration of the Pledge of Allegiance to Imam Ali, and the trouble he
encountered during his cdliphate and his stationing at Kufa.

The Great Commtion limited the political role of Medina, and the
influecing gravity was transferred to the provinces, thus the provinces
combated between themselves for authority at the Battles of the Camel and
Siffine. Imam Ali’s life was ended by assasination, which led to the
emergence of the Shi’ite faction as a movement opposing the Umayyad
authority. During the Sufianite reign the movement was represented by Hajar
ibn Adyy and his followers. The most prominent of this Movement’s
incidents, besides the killing of Hajar, was the Kerbala Tragic Calamity,
whinch had and still have very important influences on the shi’itization
(sectarianism) movements.

Throughout all the above, I was faced by the problem of dualistic
development of the Shi'ite faction. By the time the Imams had crased to be
politically active after Kerbala, the Tawabeen Movement took place in Kufa
and was followed by the Kaisanite Movement led by Al-Mukhtar ibn Yusuf
Al-Thakafi. He ubdued Kufa and defeated the Umayyad armies and
proclaimed the imamate of Mohammed ibn Al-Hanafiya, and introduced into
shi’itization (Shi'ism) new doctrines, and in his days Kufa became a wholly
shi’ite town.

The extermination of Al-Mukhtar was on the hands of Mus’ab ibn
Al-Zubayr, who depended prirharily on the armies of the people of Basra.
Thus, his vicitory was as a Basrite revenge for the defeat on the Day of the
Camel, but at the same time it weakened Iraq’s military force, which facilated
the missions of Abdul-Malik ibn Marwan to regain Iraq and re-establish the
Umayyad Caliphate.

After that, I touched upon the development that befell the Shi'ite faction
till the revolt of Zayd ibn Ali, in which an Alawite Imam supervised for the
first time its organization, then set it off and caused it to fail.

Upon the results of the revolt, I became aware of Shi’itization (Shi’ism) in
general and of what was particularlyu borne by the Shi‘ite Iinmamite Line. I
discussed the history of this line and stopped for long with Imam Ja'far
Al-Sadik, whose rank was No. six among the Imams; his number had its own,

-YY¢ -



indications. He lived during the late period of the Umayyad Era and the early
part of the Abbasid era. In his days, the Shi’ite Imamite Line was divided into
tow lines, namely the Sab’iaism and the Isna Ashariaism, which had the most
significant influences of the' shi’ite history in all respects. But I did not touch
upon the Abbasid call, as this has been dealt with and discussed by more than
one university treatise. ]

I dedicated the Fourth Chapter for the Zubayrite Movement and the
group of the intellectual movements which opposed the Umayyad Regime. In
my discussion of the Zubayrite movement I touched upon the status of the
Quraishite Clan of Banu Assad and the attempt of one them, Osman ibn
Al-Huwayrith, to establish a realm at Mecca with help of the Byzantine
Empire. After that I reviewed the life of Al-Zubayr Ibn Al-Awam, his deeds
and status in the days of the Prophet (may the blessings and peace of Allah be
upon him) and the days of the Orthodox Caliphs up;to the incidents of the
Great Commotion, and then his return to Mecca, and then joining A’isha,
Mother of the Faithful, on her journey to Basra, where he took part in the
Battle of the Camel and was assasinated on that day.

The talk about Al-Zubayr paved the way for the talk about his son
Abdullah, whose mother was Asma’ bint Abu-Bakr, and whose aunt was
A’isha, Mother of the Faithful. Ibn Al-Zubayr was the pivot of Zubayrite
Movement. He took part in the Battle of the Camel, and revolted against
Yazid ibn Muv’awiya, and encouraed Al-Hussain ibn Ali to go to Iraq. After
Kerbala he announced his insurrection in Mecca. In Mecca he confronted the
‘Umayyad army under the command of Al-Hassain ibn Numayr till the death
of Yazid. After that he declared himself caliph and managed to rule for about
a decade, and his dominion comprised most parts of the Islamic state. He
remained in Mecca till he was killed by Al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf Al-Thagqafi by
deputization from Abdul-Malik ibn Marwan.

I looked into the reasons for Ibn Al-Zubayr’s failure for a long time, and
sought to justify his persistence in staying in Mecca and the results of this him.
I identified the relations of Ibn Al-Zubayr with the Kharijites and

+Al-Mukhtar ibn Abo Obayd Al-Thagafi and Muhammed ibn Al-Hanafiya,
and the arritudes of the peo-le of Mecca and Medina towards him.

After that, I moved to discuss the Mu’tazilite Movement. I tried to make
acquaintance with the. history of its emergence, and then the phases though

-which its history went through, and the most important and significant
thoughts it advocated, and the roles it assumed, alongside the results all this
in opposing the Umayyad Regime.. '

After finishing with the discussion of the Mu'tazilifes, I dealth with the
subject of Murjiites. Here, too, I sought to identify the beginning of this
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movement and its evolution, and then the most significant thoughts and
dogmas it advocated, and the result whereof on the public life during the
Umayyad Era and on the number of revolts which had preceded the Abbasis
Revolution, such as the revolt of Ibn Al-Ash’ath and then that of Yazid ibn
Al-Mubhallab.

After finishing with the subject of Irja’ (deferment), I moved to discuss
the subject of Qadarites. At the beginning I tried to identify the origin of this
name and its history. Here I reviewed the most significant theories relating to
this. Then I displayed the versions that were related about Ghaylan
Al-Dimashqi and about Sawsan Al-Iragi and his relation with Yohanna
Al-Dimashqi. I looked for a long time into the relations between Omar ibn
Abdul-Aziz and Chavian Al-Dimashqgi. I avoided plunging into religious
matters relating to Qadarites. I have always been concerned with the
knowledge that the Qadarites were one of the movements opposing the
Umayyad Authority and advocated equality between the Arabs and other
Moslems, and demanded social and economic reform, and said that man was
responible for his deeds and that Allah was just and fair and would never
approve of any injustice.

After that, I moved to the discussion of the Jahmites to identify the
history of their gmergence, and then the development of their movement,
together with the most significant thoughts they advocated. I looked into the
character of Al-Ja’d ibn Dirham, professor of Marwan ibn Mohammed --.the
last of the Umayyad Dynasty -- and Sheikh of Al-Jahm ibn Safwan, wher gave
his name to the Jahmite Movement, '
~  Al-Jahm was of Khorasani origin, with perhaps manawite backgrounds,
because he said that Paradise and Hell would vanish and cease to exist. He
joined the ranks of.the rebel Al-Hareth ibn Surayj Al-Tamimi and wrote his
biography. He predicted the coming of the black banners that would remove
the Umayyad reign and take over the demolishing of the Damascus Wall.

I concluded this Chapter with talking about the Osmanite Movement,
which represented some kind of opposition to the Umayyad Regime, despite
the fact that it earned its name from belonging to the Caliph Osman ibn
Affan. I explained that this Movement, which was stationed at Basra was the
least active of all, and that its fame came from what Al-Jahez had written
abou it; that is because it did not claim the rule by the family of Osman ibn
Affan,

The subject of the Fifth Chapter was concerned with tribalism. First, I
reviewed the attention this subject has received since the days of ibn
Khaldoun to this day. It has become clear to me that the Arab tribes did not
fight among themselves because of the differences in their ancestry, but
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because of the contrast in their interests, particularly after the success of the
conquests movements and the initiation of the greet Arab flight of the seventh
century A.D.;not only did I most importantly reveal and become aware of 1
he effects of the ware and conquests on the conquering Arab tribes and the
tibes of Al-Sham and Iraq and the Peninsula, but also the dangerous effects
resulting from the civil wars. These wars weakened the military powers of the
conquest tribes and gave the ole sham tribes the opportunity to re-emerge and
play a most risky and dangerous role; i.e. The deeds of the Kalb Tribe after
the death of Yazid ibn Mu’awiya, in addition to the fact that the civil the war
had brought forward tribes from Amer ibn Ma’ma’a, who had settled in Iraq
after the conquests, and caused them to flee from Iraq to Upper Sham and the
Peninsula, where Kilab and other Kays tribes settled and engaged into wars
against Taghleb and Kalb, the most important of wich was the Battle of Marj
Rehet.

I discussed the aspects of tribal fanatical conflictsand touched upon the
the provincial fanatical conflicts, and quoted numerous examples. I was
particularly interested in the Sham and Peninsula countties, but I did not
neglect what the arenas of Iraq, Khorasan and Andalusia had witnessed.

The Umayyad authoroties had their roles in stirring up and stopping the
fanatical conflicts; the poets had their influences. But there remained the
most important factor which was the economic intersts, and the conflict over
power among the various tribes. The Arab tribes were the soldiers of the
Umayyad caliphate; and in every out-stretching state groups of soldiers would
fight over power and interests. There is on doubt that the failure of the
Umayyad state to prevent the burst of these conflicts was decisive and tragic,
which led to its decline and demolition by armies came from Khorasan, and -
the majority of whose members belonged to non-Arab tribes,

In the Conclusion, I dealt with the most important results I summed up in
this research. I spared no effort, and was given all possible care and guidance
by my supervising professor Dr. Suhail Zakkar, to whom I extend all my
thanks and gratitude. I hope I have done well. To Allah I offer may praxse
and thanks, and from Him I derive and assistance.
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