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| « Martians

Probably Superior

to Us ..ael

Camille Flammarion Thinks Dwellers on Mars Tried to
Communicate with the Earth Ages Ago.

'an-‘ L.OWELL'S theory that In-

:om lhnn we are, seeing that we spend

telligent beings with

talents of a high order exist on
the planet Mars hus a warm supportor
in M. Camille Flammarion, the well-
known French astronomer’ who wus
scen in his ohservatory at Juvisy, near
I'aris, by 8 Nrw York TiMES corre-

xpondeit. M. Flammarion had just re-
turned from abroad, and was In the
act of reading a letter from Prof.
Lowell. ,
Martian Canals a Mystery.

My distinguished American  con-

frére.” he sald, “reports the

hs of our and run
1heavily fnto debt ehnply to keep up
Inrmlcs and navies; and we cannot
even agree upon a universal. calendar
;or meridlan. The second reason is
that progress is an absolute, irresistible
II:w«'. If the inhabitants of Murs, us
we havo every.reuson to suppose, have
!zune through the regular process of
islow development. their present condi-
j tion ought to resemble what our own
j il be severa miillon years hence. in-
asmuch as Mars is a much older planet
than tho earth, Another circumstance
rin favor of the Martians is that they

of numerous canals in the southern
hemisphere of the planet. running
tram the edge of the polar ice cap and
joining the vest of the system in lower
latitudes.  These overies, made
when the planet was in the most fav-
orable position far wbscrvation, are just

can the of mat-
ter fur more easily than we can. The
density of a cuble yard of water, of
anything ¢lse, on Mars is only seven-
tenths of what it is here, and a man
13 pounds here would
52 on Mars, The Martlan
year 18 more than twice as long us

once affirmed most positively that life
could not exist without oxygen, dut we
have since. discovered creatures (o
which oxygen is poison. Even if Mars
were without water and had a mean’
i tomperature of only 47 degrees Fah-,
| renheit, as Prof. Lowell estimates. that”
1“ould not be a good reason for calling
the planet uninhabited or uninhabi-
table.”

The observatory at Juvisy has been
in existence nearly a quarter of a cen-
tury. It was the outcome of one of
| those acis of private sencrosity with-
out which sclentific rosearch fn all
icountries would have litle chance of
imaking progress. In 1882 AL Flam-
‘marion. ulready well known for nis
astronumical work. received a letter. to
"hix great surprise, offering him the
ihouse and grounds at Juvisy as a free

gift. The letter came from an wmateur
. wstronomer who had renched an ad-
!'vuncea age, ‘und congidered he could

what [ would have cxpected. It Is ourg, and the climatic conditions seem i make no becter use of the property
Impossible to may how these canals to be & good denl more agrecable. thun to hand {t over ta M. Flammarion
came Into existence. They may be "I dare say the Martians tried to 80 that he could turn it into & drivate

antural features due to the evolution
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