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Historical evidence indicates that many colonial administrators
in their dispatches to their colonial metropolis used to refer to
Africans as 'this incurably religious people.'('"). Assertions
about the religiosity of the African people have led some
scholars to maintain that there is a connection between religion

and morality in African ethics.

bl § (gl | Juitad|
He believes that "in the same way reference is made to the
Greek or Roman civilization, it must be quite appropriate and
legitimate to refer to a particular strand of mind that is quite
peculir to Africa and which shapes the prevailing conditions or
permits itself to adapt to those conditions. ... (T)here is a
distinctive feature about the African mind which seems to
support the claim that the mind in black Africa may not
necessarily operate in the same strict pattern as minds
elsewhere in the world .... ()t is the way our mind functions and
operates under certain conditions that we are able to arrogate
to ourselves a peculiar status, social identification and

geographical label " (1 79V 1-22 emphases mine.)
AU s a5 025 ol e 6l bl am aenay LGS
All cEJ\_fLU 2_;;&.:..}4.“3 Z\_:.>Ll\ C)L’M\ o M\ oJL@:» J.F« J.LMJ‘

the scholars surveyed believe there are categories and
. processes of

African  ¢Li 3] e 5 a5 Kald lles ol Sla o) (iUl an U5 3

scholars also believe that the African way of organizing and
cognitively engaging the world derives from a strongly restrictive
indigenous sociocultural milieu, and that this approach to social
life and the broader world has been negatively effected by

.Western cultural influences
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Assertions about the religiosity of the African people have led
some scholars to maintain that there is a connection between

religion and morality in African ethics.( ")
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In traditional Africa, the iaenll 75 1 il Mbiti 0y 253,
.individual does not and cannot exist alone except corporately
S e oo VN 5 O SCan ¥ 5 w0 5 o 3 4006 el Ly 3 3
He owes existence to other people, including those of «lud 5l
upuh:f‘ﬁ 5> s> 9 4= g.past generations and his contemporaries

Whatever happens to the individual is believed to happen Qﬁ;”j

to the whole group, and whatever happens to the whole group
happens to the indiv...... The individual can only say: "l am
because we are, and since we are, therefore | am. This is a
cardinal point in the understanding of the African view of man"
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Earlier African formations like those of Egypt in North Africa,
Nubia and Axum in North East Africa, Ghana, Mali and Songhai
in West Africa, and Mapungubwe and Great Zimbabwe in
Southern Africa, produced different political and economic
systems of governance relative to their environment of
operation as well as historical circumstances of formation. (')
Because of their magnitude, they all evolved complex systems

of governance that could hardly fit into a single-despot model.
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An African conception of personality must then begin with such
an elemental notion of the perso
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