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Dr. Nabil Raghe and his

Research in a Fifth Hypothesis

By: Prof. Dr. Madkour Thabet

This is the fifteenth research in our “Cinema Files”
written by Prof. Dr. Nabil Ragheb . These files have aimed
at filhing the gaps in academic studies in order to re-write

the history of the Egyptian cinema .

Dr. Nabil Ragheb has set a great example in finishing
this work in all its stages within the frame of the strategy of
files which have proved that stereotypes are the main

characteristics of Egyptian Films .

The four hypotheses which have preceded this
hypothesis are different angles or variations on one main
theme : the various intellectual, technical, and dramatic

treatment of the dominating stereotypes .



Our first hypothesis deals with Egyptian films ( file 4
by Samir Seif ) . It is considered a prelude to other
hypothesis and studies of the different aspects of Egyptian
films . Its dramatic effects : suspense, paradox and surprise
are very common since the early beginnings of Egyptian

cinema .

The second hypothesis treats the image of religions
(File 7 Mahmoud Kassim) through the same vision of
various stereotypes, especially that of the part played by

fate in melodramatic terms .

The third hypothesis is concentrated on the axis of
Heikal and Karim through the trend created by their film :
“Zeinab” . It shows the romantic and impressionistic
treatment of Egyptian themes , especially that of rural life .
Even when films became more realistic, they never lost

their lyrical attitude towards life .

The fourth hypothesis casts lights on the vaudeville
cinema of comedy and singing, as a result of Egyptian

theatre  which had been popular among different social



classes. Its stereotyped treatment have never become

exhaustible .

This new file presented by Prof. Dr. Nabil Ragheb on
stereotypes in Egyptian cinema is a direct analysis or
criticism or documentation of these types. It completely
depends on successive evidences and examples in order to
trace the early roots of these types and the causes lying
behind their long continuation . He points out in his
introduction :

“It is easy to trace most of the stereotypes in Egyptian
films . They are evident either in contents or forms or
characters or themes or locations .....etc. But this does not
mean that Egyptian films have nothing to do with , except

stereotypes.”

It is clear that there are five elements which bother
Dr.Nabil Ragheb as main trends or difficulties in his study.
He is so conscious of them that he referes to them in his
introduction. These stereotypical elements are intermingling
to the extent that separating them, one from the other,

seems sometimes to be an impossible task.



The second trend shows how 1t is so difficult to divide
the history of the Egyptian cinema into clear-cut stages
since 1ts beginning in the twenties. It is possible to trace the
elements or aspects started by Aziza Amir, Wedad Orty,
Ebrahim Lama and Togo Mezrahi, to the films produced in
the last decade in the 20% century . This means that this
stereotypical and melodramatic stage has been going on tor
three quarters of a century without any boredom. But the
bells of alarm have lately rung to announce the fatal crisis
ol Egyptian cinema after the ebb of movie buildings, and
the supremacy practised by the television, video and

international nets .

The third trend emphasizes the crucial situation which
the Egyptian cinema is facing now. It is impossible to start
the 21 century with these intellectual and melodramatic
stereotypes as effective tools. The world has become a
small village in which the spectator can push a button and
then enjoy watching marvellous films all over the world.
Now the Egyptian cinema has to decide whether to be or

not to be . There 1s no other choice. Luckily enough, it owns



the capacities, abilities. talents and experiences to accept

this challange, if they are properly used.

The fourth trend is rather optimistic because the
Egyptian cinema has shown its capacity to produce avant-
garde and experimental films. For this season, the last
chapter in this study stresses on the various incentives
which prove that the Egyptian cinema has been a real
pioneer, not only on the Arab level but also on the
international level because it started in the twenties of the
20" century . It can surpass all these stereotypes , especially
when 1t takes its contents trom its society, and looks for
new horizons, away from naive mimicry of American

cinema .

The fifth trend shows the cruelty of a critic who loves
Egyptian cinema and believes in its capacity to stand his
criticism and improve its tools and weapons. The image is
not so dull as it seems at the first glance, or as its foes try to
spoil its glories . It has many great landmarks and turning
points since its early beginnings. It has produced about 140

avant-garde and experimental films in 75 years . This



critical study proves that it has enough corrective forces due

to its genuine traditions and deep foundations .

So, any attempt to make use of this study to attack or
destroy our cinema, or to belittle its avant-garde role, is
ultimately a failure. The strong does not fear facing his
points of weakness, in order to get rid of them and look for

new achievements and innovations .

Thus, Dr. Nabil Ragheb is a cruel critic of the
Egyptian cinema , but a great lover of it at the same time.
This objective point of view embodies the dreams of our
cinema lovers who look for a glorious future in a new

century .

Last but not least, we expect this study to stir thrilling
discussions and debates on this vital subject, in order to
reach new evaluations which can eliminate the difficulties
and solve the problems which may face our new

expectations .

By: Prof. Dr. Madkour Thabet
January 2000




INTRODUCTION

It is easy to trace most of the stereotypes in Egyptian films. They
are evident either in contents or forms or characters or themes or
locations... etc. But this does not mean that Egyptian films have
nothing to do with, except stereotypes. The Egyptian cineina has the
potentialities to produce not only non-stereotyped filins, but also
experimental and avant-grade ones. In addition to this, it has proved
that such stereotypes are not so in themselves if they are handled from
a different or new point of view. By its nature, art is against repetition.
It always seeks innovation through new styles of intellectual and

dramatic approaches.

But stereotyped approaches have led to conventional and typical
techniques in film structure. Such techniques are repeatedly
represented in prolonged scenes and dialogues, direct preaching; co-
incidences and illogical surprises in order to develop the dramatic
context in an artificial way, happy endings which are not the effects of
previous causes, imposed defeat of evil, however strong it may be;
conventional conflict between desire and necessity; misunderstanding
between the speaker and listener, double meanings, puns and verbal
jokes; farcical situations which turn good actors into clowns using

stereotyped means of exciting laughter; melodramatic situations which



exaggerate, either by movement or speech, in order to arouse the pity
or sorrow of the spectators; belly-dancing and songs which stop the
development of events for a while, imitations of American filins,

especially their stereotyped elements ...etc.

Stereotyped characters dominate the scene in Egyptian films.
They are ready to be recalled either by the writer or by the director
from previous films in order to play the same role, or to repeat the
same mannerisms in movement and elocution. Among such characters
are the types of the villain, insincere lover, spoilt girl, presecuted
woman, lover’s friend, step-mother, sexappeal girl, romantic lover,
servant, strict or demoralized pasha, naive fariner, mayor, policeman,
officer, Maazoon, official, teacher, bully, gangster, bedouin, drunkard,
addict, berber, prostitute, belly dancer, composer, Greek settler, judge,
attorney general, detective, imposter, independent woman, frustrated
woman, widow, teenager, blind, idiot, dumb, artist, Darwish, Sheikh,
innocent defendant, busy husband, illegitimate son, pander, cruel
tather, businessman, millionaire, evil company, divorced woinan,
lunatic, unlucky, mother-in-law, profiteer, feudalist, hostage, orphan,

opportunist, liar ... etc.

It has been natural for such stereotyped characters to live or
move in stereotyped locations: the alley, palace, night-club, brothel,
jail, prison, hotel, police-station, train, field, garden, beach or sea

shore, monuments, the Nile, desert, village, city, poor or aristocratic

I



district, basement, roof, tombs, cottages, caves, orphanage, lunatic
asylum, juvenile house, law-court, hospital, coffee-shop, club,

governmental office, university, school ... etc.

Such locations are stereotyped because they nearly appear the
same in most filins, although different and new points of view either
in writing or directing, may show them to the spectators as if they see
them for the first time. In fact, stereotypes lead to more stereotypes

while innovations lead to more innovations.

The same criterion can be applied to stereotyped themes and
ideas such as rape and adultery, revenge, murder, violence, disease and
disability, complexes, loss of meinory, madness, conjugal infidelity,
gangs, narcotics, addiction and drugs, dreams and visions, ghosts,
conjury, tricks of the villain, prostitution, suicide, sacrifice, social

distinction and social climbing, secret marriage ... etc.

In spite of all these stereotypes, this study has proved in its last
chapter that the Egyptian film production is still capable of creating
experimental or even avant-grade filins, which seek new horizons
either in form or content. They make full use of the potentialities of
the language of image and movement, whether from the intellectual or
aesthetic point of view. They embody the vital issues of the
contemporary Egyptian society on a hutnan and dramatic level in order
to be comprehended and appreciated by man everywhere, apart from

the limits of time and place. They do not imitate previous films,

I



however successful and popular they might be. Imitation is the first
step within the limits of stereotypes. They make use of the cinema as a

tool for thought as well as entertainment.

This study tends to ring the alarm bell against the dominance
of stereotyped elements in Egyptian films. Egypt is a country of
talents, capacities, abilities, experiences, experilments, ancient
civilization and great heritage, which enable her to go on with her
leadership in the Arab area. The Egyptian film tnakers are not
supposed to waste their energies in repeating the same contents and
forms while Egyptian society always provides them with fresh
conceptions and newly discovered themes. It is a cosmopolitan society
with great social, economical, cultural and intellectual varieties, which

are to be artistically embodied in our filmns.

No one can ignore the great influence practised by films on the
way we think and behave. They form an organic part of our thought,
behaviour, culture and civilization. If our thought becoines
stereotyped, this simply means that we become unable to have
thoughts and ideas of our own. It is comiercially known that these
stereotypes are popular spices , but even when spices are
mechanically or automatically repeated, they lose their taste. Thus,
they lose the motive to attract new spectators, while the regular ones
lose their appetite bit by bit, and the final result is a complete loss

whether commercially or artistically or intellectually.
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Such conventional spices are not only found in Egyptian filins,
but in films all over the world. Film makers know that the spectators
live a monotonous and boring life, and such spices are some kind of a
compensation for them. They practise the thrill of life on the screen.
But the way of thrill has to be changed every now and then, it may be
physical, psychological, intellectual, spiritual, sensual, ... etc. If it is
nearly the same all the time, it does not become a thrill any more. For
this reason, subtle fillm makers in advanced countries are fully
conscious of the public need to change the mood. They produce new
trends, stages, waves or movemnents. But in the Egyptian cinema the
trends are nearly the same since its early beginnings, with the

exception of about 140 experimental or avant-grade films.

This is a good sum, anyway, but because we have great
confidence in Egyptian film-makers and their ability to look for new
horizons, we ask for more innovations to cope with the needs and
prospects of the twenty-first century. If Egyptian producers cannot
afford high expenses or big budgets for their films, subtle artistic
techniques can make up for such financial drawbacks. The Italian
realistic cinema movement after the second world war is a good

example for this. Art must have the priority over money.

All what Egyptian filins need is new techniques, conceptions,
visions, forms, dimensions, depths and meanings in order to find their

our language. Fortunately enough, the cinema language has limitless
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means of expression, by making use of hints, lights, colours, shadows,
shades, voices, sounds, melodies, harmonies, images, symbols,
metaphors, analogies, paradoxes, dimensions, depths, ... etc. The
language of theatre or music or plastic art, is not that limitless. In fact,
they are mere tools in the hands of filins makers. It is unreasonable to
neglect such artistic riches and dramatic affluence in order to stick to

poor or hackneyed stereotyped forms and contents.

This study has proved that scientific analysis, intellectual
interpretation, cultural foresight and social insight, are the main tools
to find new themes and conceptions, while dramatic techniques,
artistic innovations, new usages of picture and sound, can affonew
forms and structures. Fortunately enough, Egyptian film makers own

these tools, and what is only needed is to make full use of them.

1* July 1999 NABIL RAGHEB
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Dr. Nabil Ragheb
(C. V)
NAME : Nabil Ragheb
DATE OF BIRTH : 2™ January 1940, Tanta, Egypt
DEGREES :
1- B. A., English Literature 1960.
2- Diploma in Applied English Linguistic, Lancaster University,
Britain, 1972.
3- M. A, English Literature, 1967
4- Ph. D., English Literature, 1976.
JOBS :
1- Lecturer of English Literature, Faculty of Languages (Alson),
(1960-1975).
2- Assistant Professor of Art-Criticism (1995 -1981).
3- Adviser of Minister of Culture, (1972 -1974).
4- Adviser of the President (Sadat), (1974 -1981).
5- Professor of Art-Criticism, Academy of Arts, (1981-1986).
6- Dean of Higher Institute of Art-Criticism, Academy of Arts,
(1986-1994).
7- Head of Art-Criticism Department, Academy of Arts, (1994 -
).
8- Dean of Higher Institute of Art-Criticism (1998- ).
WORKS : [Selected]
PUBLISHED STUDIES:
1 - Art-form in the Novels of Naguib Mahfouz, 1967.
2 - Art-form in the Novels of Yousef Es-Sibai, 1972.
3 - Schools of World Literature, 1975.
4 - Anwar Es-Sadat, An Intellectual Pioneer, 1975.
5 - From Classicism to the Abourd, 1977.
6 - Aspects of Contemporary World Literature, 1978.
7 - The 20th Century Writers, 2 Vols., 1979.
8 - Encyclopedia of American Writers, 2 Vols., 1979.
9 - The Future of the Democracy in Egypt, 1980.
10 - The Scientific Interpretation of Literature, 1980.
11 - Socialism and Love in Shaw’s Plays, 1980.
12 - Art-formn in the Plays of Youssef Idris, 1980.



13 - A Guide for Literary Critics, 1981.

14 - A Guide for Art-Critics, 1981.

15 - Art-criticism, 1981.

16 - Realism in the plays of Nooman Ashour, 1982.

17 - A Manual for Arabic Grammar, 1983.

18 - A Manual for English Grammar, 1984.

19 - The Dramatic Language in Alfred Farag's Plays.

20 - Hoda Sharawi and the Age of Enlightenment, 1986.

21 - The Dramatic Elemnents in Rashad Rushdy’s Plays, 1987.

22 - Encyclopedia of Literary Thought, 2 Vols., 1988.

23 - Pioneers of Contemporary Enlightenment, 1988.

24 - Encyclopedia of National Arabic Thought, 1989.

25 - Social Themes in the Plays of Saad Wahba and Lotfy El
Kholy, 1990.

26 - The Divine Epic, 1990.

27 - The Sad and Happy Elements in the Egyptian Character,
1992.

28 - Science and Literature, 1992.

29 - The Art of Novel-Writing, 1992,

30 - The Golden Age of Alexandria, 1993.

31 - Science as a Spiritual Experience, 1994.

32 - Mubarak’s Democratic Experiment, 1995.

33 - The Art of Dramatic Performance, 1995.

PUBLISHED ARABIC TRANSLATIONS:

1- The Last Night in the 20th Century, A Book of a Short
Stories, 1969.

2- The Revolt of Fisherman, A Novel, 1970.

3- Landmarks of American Writings, 1980.

4- T.S. Eliot's “The Waste Land”, 19835.

PUBLISHED NOVELS:
1- The Mark. 1978.
2- Entourage, 1979.
3- A Womman's Tyranny, 1980.
4- The Spices of Love, 1980.
5- Slaves’ Market, 1981.

6- Azbakia Fence, 1981.



7- The Age of Harem,

8- The Lost Generation,

9- The Lust of Snakes,

10- The Serpent Crack,

11- The Ram Citadel,

12- Road of Thorns,

13- Queen of Zar,

14- The Heliopolis Girls,
15- The Sea of Darkness,
16- The Age of Madness,
17- Sons of Thunder,

18- The Kidnapping of Tut-Ankh-Amoun
19- The Great Shambhurish,
20- The Sesson of Females' Slaughter,
21- The Autumnn Lover,
22- Gipsy Blood,

23- The Tempest Tree,

24- Capricio Nubiana,

25- A Heartless Woman,
26- The Sultan’s Throne,
27- Badr El-Bidoor,
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Prof. Dr. Madkour Thabet
(C. V)

Filin Director and Writer.

Professor of Film Direction at the Higher histitute of Cinema in
Cairo ... Actually President of Audio-visual Sensorship authority.

Born On 30 /9 /1945

One of the early film graduates in Egypt he obtained the Bachellor
degree in direction inJune 1965 .. Was the first of his class with
Excellent distinction.. was appointed as a lecturer at the Cinema
Institute in 1966 then was promoted as a senior lecturer in March
1972 tobegin his career as an academician and join the first
generation of the Cinema Institute Faculty members.

He lecturers on : History of World Cinema, Script Structure,
Craftmanship of film direction .

He supervises an annual group of graduate filins of script-writing
and direction Departments .

He supervises also : the creative workshop of cinematographic
direction, the top filinmakers’ postgraduate research seminar, the
preliminary seminar for PH. D. researchers of all departments of
the Institute.

In the Academy of Arts he was responsible of many positions
since 1986, the most importants are : reporter of the Committee of
applying University regulations to the Academy of Arts;
Managing Editor of “Al Fan Al Muassir” magazine (issued by the
Academy of Arts quarterly); Editor in Chief of “Cinematographic
Studies” issued by the Cinema Institute ; Member of Supervising
Cominittee  of Cinematographic publications issued by the
Academy.
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Was one of the leading members of the Young Film-Makers
Movement in Egypt in the 1960 .

Directed and wrote the script of his first film *“MACHINERY
REVOLUTION" in June 1967.

Obtained the First Prize in directing documentary films from
Alexandria Filin Festival in 1969.

Was granted Merit Diploms from several International Festivals.

In August 1969 he started his trend towards experimental Filin-
Making so he wrote and directed “Story of the original and the
copy” (Story of Naguib Mahfouz titled "PHOTO” (60 minutes)
which is the third part of film "BANNED PHOTOS": the first
feature film of the new three film-makers - Ashraf Fahmy,
Mohammed Abdel Aziz, Madkour Thabet ... So,, this filin has
been selected for participating in Karlovy Vary International Filin
Festival in 1972.

Worked on the war front as Cinematographic Military
Corresponder during his military service from January 1968 till
October 1973.

Directed in 1975 the comic feature tilm “STUPID BOY” starring
Mohammed Awad, Nahed Sherit & Salah Kabil. He considered
this film as a severe lesson - in the field of artistic
relinquishments.  So, he concentrated in writing & directing the
documentary filmms; the most importants are: “ON THE EARTH
OF SINAI” (1975);"THE SHAMANDOURA AND THE
CROCODILE” (1980)and his two long films (60 minutes) :
"FISHERMEN IN QATAR’ (1995) -MEMOIRS OF BADR 3”
(1989/1992) and series of educational tilms on updating irrigation

in Egypt.



* In 1980 he was selected as member of the first Committee by the
Ministry of Culture for Children'’s filins. He supervised the and of
the first three Cartoon films for children “THE WHALE, THE
NUMBERS, The MOUTH). In 1990/1991 he was selected as
secretary of the two Committee for the programmes of both
sections of Script & Direction is the Higher Institute of Children’s
Arts and member of all the fondamental Committees-in all the
other Institute’s Sections. He was selected also as member of the
Jury of Cairo International Festival for Children’s Filins
(September 1992).

*  Took part, for several years in the Cominittees concerned of
specialised film activities such as the filim committee of the
Supreme Council of Culture and the Higher Commmittee of
Festivals .. etc. ... He is also selected as a meinber of the Arbitrary
Commmittee granting film awards and the State Award of
Encouragement in Cinema.. He contributed to the planning
Organization and arrangement of numerous Conferences,
Symposiums and Festivals.

* Headed the Egyptian Delegation and represented Egypt in many

International and Local Filin Festivals and Conference, He was

elected as the President of the International Jury of Fribourg

International Filin Festival in Switzerland in March 1996 .. He

was also a member of the International Jury of Palaiseau Film

Festival in France (in 1997). Was elected as president of the

international Jury of the Izmir international film festival-Turkey

in 1998.

*  The Arab Centers, out of Egypt, have always used his experiences
in giving courses of raising qualification for the Arab TV
professionals.. He has been also invited as aJudicial expert in
front of the Egyptian Courts for the setlement of Cinematographic
disputes.

*  Worked as Consultative expert for the script reading Cominittees
of many film and TV production and distribution authorities.
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