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Application of Criteria
Therefore, in determining whether
a group or movement meets this
characterization of moderation, a
reasonably complete picture of its
worldview is needed. This picture
can emerge from the answers given
to the following questions:

¢ Does the group (or individual)
support or condone violence? If
it does not support or condone
violence now, has it supported
or condoned it in the past?

¢ Does it support democracy? And
if s0, does it define democracy
broadly in terms of individual
rights?

e Does it support internationally
recognized human rights?

¢ Does it make any exceptions
(e.g., regarding freedom of
religion)?

e Does it believe that changing
religions is an individual right?

e Does it believe the state should
enforce the criminal-law
component of shari’a?

e Does it believe the state should
enforce the civil-law component
of shari’a? Or does it believe
there should be non-shari’a
options for those who prefer
civil-law matters to be
adjudicated under a secular legal
system?

* Does it believe that members of
religious minorities should be
entitled to the same rights as
Muslims?

e Does it believe that a member of
a religious minority could hold
high political office in a Muslim
majority country?

e Does it believe that members of
religious minorities are entitled
to build and run institutions of
their faith (churches and
synagogues) in Muslim majority
countries?

¢ Does it accept a legal system
based on nonsectarian legal
principles?

Building Moderate Muslim Networks, RAND

Center for Middle East Public Policy, March
2007, California, USA, pp.69
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".if Islamists might be more
effective in the short term in
dissuading potential jihadists from
committing acts of terrorism (a
qucstionable proposition to begin
with), official recognition and
support would enhance their
credibility and- enable them to
proselytize more effectively in the
community. Over the long term,
the social costs of the spread of the
Salafi movement to the masses
would be very high."

Building  Moderate  Muslim
Nerworks, RAND  Center for
Middle East Public Policy, March
2007, California, US4, pp.77
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